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Decislion Yo G bz

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD CONMKISSION OF THL STATZ OF CALIFORNIA

a0 aed™

In the Matter of Application of SOQUTLZERL )
PACIFIC COMPANY for an order closing and )
abolishing that certaein county “oad u.af‘c) Avolica::o”
crossing over the tracks of applicant ) Ho. 245%3
W' Sireet, ifmmedliately soutk of ”urlocx )
in Stanislaus Counv,, Calsfornia. )

E. J. POULDS, for applicant.

‘W. COBURN CQQX, Cizy Attoruey, .o* Clty of Qurlock and
Zts Fire and Police Departments, City Planning
Commicsion, County of zanislaus, County Zlanning
Commiscion, protestants. -

FRANX B. DURKTZ, for Department of Sudlic Works,
interested parsy. '

Y TEE commzss:ozv': |

with £ts maﬁn l ne %

o;‘Turlocz, tanislaus County. :his'applicdﬁion

wa.s reccived belore z o 2t 4 publig hearin s “eld in

Tuilock on Mareh %, 192, at which time yhé ﬁa' ter was subﬂ-uted.
The‘crossing £ which l olice : e"ned 13 that

of "p" Street-(Crossing ¥o. B—’26.7
under sut or;ty grdnued b“ o7 ‘
13627 replacing o cross;ng 630 feeﬁ to vhs no h _Applicant con-
the "F" Street c"osuins is no 1onsertnecessary cor thne
reason that an overnead grade sepa.auing structure ﬁas\recen:ly con~
‘suructod (Svate Zigaway U.s;'xo. 95) mnd put into use adproxi mately
1250 feet south of "F" Strect; that n;ghwav trafilec now using "F"
Street can be diverted elther o the ove.nea* cféssinz of Lo The
‘Marﬁhall Street erossing in the City of Turlock, located approximate-'

o o G

ly 2 OOO feet north of non Stree:: and that "7 Street constitutes an.

unnecessary tr fic u&ZR“d- The closing o thils crosaing wags pro-.
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. tested by thé'01ty‘of Turlock a.d‘thé County of,Stanislaﬁs.'

| The City of Turlock is divided by the main lime railroad
tracks and rizht of way of tie Southern Pacific‘Compani, theareé on
eackh s3lde of the t:acks beins about the same. Important bﬁs:ncsS«&nd
:ndustriai sections are likewlsze located on both sides of the *“acxa,
wnile the:policé and fire stations are both located on the eas.-s:de
of the tracks. Tithia th , £ Turlock are taree erossings
a8t grace over-the failfoa s, d l've, ‘Valn, and
Marshall Streetz. The distance Irom Jiive Strect, <he mo3t nordierly
ofv:hé three, <0 Marshall Strect, Thc ﬂbbt'aoutherly,‘:s aﬁproiiﬁate—-
ly-l3oo feet, with Main Street crdzcing adout half-way bctw@cn'th
TWO. Mbs: o0f the trafliic moving Irom on¢ side of :he-éity to'thé
other uses the abovo mentioned threce crossings.

State Eizghway U.5. No. 99 is the main north and south nizh-
way through Turlbck. Tals hizhwsy Ls adjacent To and »a ralléls'the
“a;lroa, . gnt of way on the east siCe Of the trAcks tsroabn the
cﬁty. CAnotner alghway knoﬁn 5 -.at S+reet §arallels “he ra;lroad
right of way on the west side of tho tracks Tarough <the ciﬁy and"con-
nects wits the St&ue highway south of the grade sepsration adout
_thrée.quarzers o a mile south of the ¢ity limita. "F‘ Sﬁfcet
crosses voth of these arteries at risht angles and extends south
westc*ly onc-ﬁal, wile %o Laﬁdcr AvVenuce and nor neas,b*ly oﬂo-c

‘ It was suatoc o7 eilty and count" officid -3, o=

tha t there - oposal S0 extcnd thls strect bcyon  A_pha

Road to o connection with Berkeley Road und Zast avenue, important

ar:eries lcading Lo the norta and cast. ‘

rom LY af ¢ counts submitied Dy apolicant and 1soﬂby'an
cagineey rcpr@scntiné;‘ whe DAvision of Elghways, thc prusené vrafilc
using the ¥ Stréct‘cro sing appears Lo be adbout 500 vericles o dsy,

5 eonsiderable vortion of whaich turans inm or out of the S5tatc h;grwav
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Applicant contends, as &Ld also the state highway engineer, &

traflic could QS'well use'tnc Mawchall Street ¢rossing 2000

The north where protection dy wigwag is provided.

dence vo saow what proportion

Gulires traveling as fa» as larshall Stréetvbat e

btéiness center of Tu rlock 1t Zs reasonadble :o‘ass*me thét'a con £dcé—

able portién of it does. - ral fis¢ wov‘ng d:recu- Trom po_

conti pous to "@ S:reét on one track to cimilaw po.nty
d*“er 8lde, it L= '_ that the ﬁetou. to the Ma*sa 1l

crossing, or southerly along the nighway to a point where

proper turns can be effected %o use the sverhead cros ng, would eause

considerable inconvenience rcquiring rearly & mile of additional

dlstance. The record docs not reflect the amount of such t aff:c bus
accordiﬁg to a Llow count mace by the hignwuy engincer,_abou. 25 Der
'cent of ths trafflc ovcr.thc croasing traveis to or Irom poin«s Jeuu

L First Street 6r east of the State Lighway. |

There Ls considerable Testimony Iin the record ¢ ardmV s}

hazards and trallic congestion at the ¥arshall Screet crossing
Packing nouscs and & caanery are locatod in txmodiate proxim
This c*oss;nb and dar&n the frult and mélon season the strce
the vicin ty are dadly congested with trucks moving to and froﬁ_
plants or waLt-“g an oppor*un_ Ty O u“load. Tiew eondl ionsvat
Marsnall Street ale) apoca* to be somewhat obseoured an_‘tostimoﬁy VIS
o the c.:cct that tals crossing 43 more naza do@s/foﬁ ;rucks cross~
ing the rallroad tracks than at the "2 Strcc
develops that thc cannery,walch L3 locatel on the ¢
thé »acks Detween thc;Statc agnway and the ralliroad, has'ﬁ:oraSé"
fagl litics locatod on vhc veshor ,.dc n ’ha éanning:seasonv
nas occasion to move 4ts trucks b@t%écnh .
1eft Turns Ln ang sut of the at& ¢ Ripbway Lt has ben t

TO maxe. s ci “cala.c"" movenment using thoe Marshall Stroct
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ono direction and the "PM Strcet ¢

| There L5 also tgstimony o« ; vigw condizions at
the "P" Strect crossinag aid while sign? Pl L1&inzs ! he vieinit
do, to a certain cxtcnt, interfere with the c“ea* view of approachingA
trains, 1t uoula appear that thds ¢crossing hau somcwha 1cas hazard“
in thals respect than the Maranall Strcet crosuing. There have veen
two accidents at the "F" Sireet crosying, one of whickh was uith”an‘
oll truck resulting in three fatalitics. Houover, there have also
been accldents at the Narshall S:rcct_cro sing, anc :he halin Strect

erossing has a particularly bad acc;ﬂc“. rccord. The lattc* cros,_nc
would be used by a ccrtain portion £ the Trafiic mow usiag "
Strect, In the ewvent this c*ossiﬂg is "logcd.

A reprosentative of the Divis* n of “"Hmayo aprearod at

the hearing and presented cvidence showing tac hszard at the later

seetion of "PY Street wi ivh the Stats h:gnway. This Lntersoction
near the foot of the ixnelinc. Leading from the ovorbc@d'crossing,
tside of the 25-mile zone walch restricts trasflc speod 4im ths
‘Tuflock, and high séecd'trarfic generally prevalles. The ¢losir
'the‘crésﬁgng woulé naturally reduce tze volume of inter sectin?
trafilc at ¢ 43 ooiﬂﬁ andé t¢“¢ towarsd 1.°hwa" safety. The "P" Street
crossiﬂg .and interscetion cx,btcd ‘o“ Jears prior to,thc.conétructzoh
be *hb overnead, ~owcvc and 903 iy consideration shou lﬂ havc Deen
ghven to this hazard before and not alter buildiﬁs tThe grade Ienara-
tion. Iz y Lvent ~ record Ls convineling thst the opcn—
ing of the overpass has incrcascd rathor than lossened th' nccc g1ty
for the ?V" ”*rgzt crossing, particular lF during th@ ner oﬂ vhen the
cannery ‘s:-n.opcrazﬁon.
| CAZter a roview of Tl reeord o ties procecaing we are of
thg opinion that the closi ;) U "o ins'wouidrrésulf.

in material Laconvenionee e ' v wsing 4v. Yhdle it

15 the policy of <thls - : atc UNNLCLs2ary crosaings,
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see in this case how any of the trafiic now ¢rossing at "F" Street

can, without great inconvenlence, use the grade separation. Prac-

tlcally all of this traffic would be diverted to nore hazérdous 
cféasings arnd vhnileo there Ls merit in the desire o: the Di';sio: of
Highways to reduce the volume of traffic at the "N Street intersece
tion ol the Siéte nlghway, we are of the opinion that such trallic
wouid simply be diverted %0 other and perha§s more'congesﬁed ihter-
seciions. On the present fecord we must deny the anplication.
QR22Z22R
| Public hearing having been held in the above entitled an-
plication and the métier submi tred
IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Application No. 21533 4s heredy
dented. |
| The effective date of this order shell Ye twenty (20) days
rrom»the date hereofl,
9sed atﬁ,;'m » CalZfornia, this 47“-‘ cay of

ﬁ&w/ » 1942,

|




