:Decie;ton ﬁo. - 35681"

BE?ORE TEE RRII.ROAI) COIMSS.LO» OF TEZE “‘I‘ATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of the application of
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, 4
corporation, for anm order authorizing
applicant %o file and make effoctive
electric and gas rules and regulations
o be designated Emergency Rules and
chulatioml A-2 and A-3, respectively,
in worde and figures as written In the
form therefor ‘shown in Exhi‘oite "A"
and “"B" hereof. . . .
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Application No. 25185

BY TES COMMISSION: |

QPINION AND ORDER

In this epplication '-"aci ic Gas and Zlectric Company requests an order
autb.on..ing Applica.nt to £ile and meke effective clectric and gas rulee and
*egulations 0 be deei@atcd. "Beprgency Rules and Reguletions A-2 and A=3, regpec-
t"vnly Cop*ca of aaid Emcrgency Rules and Regulations are made o purr. ot‘ the
applicution ae Exhibits "A" and "B."

Very brie:‘.y ..t xy be mid. that Applic.e.nt'e proposcd Emergency Rulﬁs
a.nd. Regulo.‘oions would bring 6bout & change in the present pmchce and require-
ment that gas and eloctric z::ctcra Yc normally reed monthly Under the propoocd.
phn, among other taings, meters in rural sectione wou ld, in genernl, bde reed
every .two mon'chs. The exact proposal of Applicant 1s as followa:

"Emcrgency Rule and chu.mtion A-2
(Electric)(1)
Bi-Monthly Me%ter Reading anéd 3illing
“In order to conserve ru‘obcr tires and mn-pover during the war exergency,

the special rules set forth delow on this sheet are ecgtadlished, and any other
rule or regulation, rate, or contract, of this Compeny on file with the Rolilroad

(1) The provisions for gas, Emergency Rule and Reguletion A-3, are idential
excopt for Item (1), which rouds sae follows:
-+ "l. Tor all customers served by the Compeny in rural territory, except
customers for whom orifice type Zeters are used and eny customers whose dille
for ges service normelly excecd $100.00 & month, gas metors may, at the option

of the Co:npany, be noma.l.r read at intervals of approximately two zonths :I.n-
etead of one month.'
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"Commisglion and inconsistent herewitk shall de taken as suspended or modificd to the
extent nccegoary to remove such lnconsistency.

"l.. For all customers served by the Company in rural territory, except custo-

mexs for whom demand meters are uged, electric meters may, at the option of the

Company, be normally read ot intervals of epproximately two mnthc instead of one
month,

"2. The ¢harge for service rendered in ecach two-month period will be cozputed
at the applicable filed rate scheduls dy doudling the monthly -sexrvice charge, .
demand charge, or minimum charge, and the number of kilowstt-rours to whlch each
block rate 18 applicodble on & monthly basis.

"3, Bille for service supplicd during cach euch two-month period shall de
rendered promptly after the close of such period and shell Be payadle In the sazZe
mnner a8 xonthly bills heretofore readered.

"4,  The Company mey at ite option, at the ond of the first month of any such
two-nmonth period, render its dill for service supplied during that month estimated
from records of the customer's prior usage and from other avalladle information;
and ‘1 such estimated b1ill 1o rendersd, then the bill for the second montk of the
two-month peried shall de the charge for the two-month pericd computed in accord-
nnce witk rule (2) above less the amount of the cotimated D11l for the firot momth,

-Both euch dills shall be Que and payadble in the same menner as regular zontaly
bille heretofore rendered.

s, ‘n-'hcrc‘bi-:nonthly zeter reading ie cotablished, opening and closing bills
and billes for irregular perlods will be computed in accordance with Rule and Regu-

 latien No. -1k, except thet perieds of 54 to 66 days, both inclusive, will be cop-
sidcrcd. a8 tvo monthe, " '

In dueti’ication for this proposed change, Applicant points out that It
is bidueht about‘through the neceseity to conserve In both men and materials i
order to meet the eﬁerghncy brought on by the préaent wer mecessitics. <his
reopﬂct Applicunt states that thc reeding of meters in rural territory now re-
quires the opere.t‘.on e.nd mintemnce of o :Largc- number of automobilﬂa and the
amnuel travel of approxi...anclj one million automodile miles; ; tha.t ir bi-monthly
meter readine ahould be adoptcd o very subetantial aaving in this :nilengr- would
_ resul'c wvitk 2 comspond...ng reduction and seving in the use of critical ruddor
tircc. It 1s also pointed out thar. Applicant is facing a shortage of skilled he..p,
~ as more than 1100 of 1ts employeee have entered the armed forces of our Country.
This progra.:.w. vould. aeaia‘c in ...cctmg this labor pro’blc-m | |
The Comiesion is of thﬂ- opinion thet mvcry effort should be made by all
utilities to save, whnrever conpiatent with rr-aaombly sound practice, and cez"- _
..ainly it would. appear that & saving in 8o critical an item ae rubdber, a5 wcu.l &8
labor, was 208t sdvantegeous to our COuptry g war elfort., There mtumlly are cer-

talin dieadvaﬁmgeb'to lengtaening the meter reading period. Trom one point of view

-
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| the change my be sald 'to 'bc in favor of Applicant & customers,” 1mc:::uch a8 pay-=
mcnts for acrvicn are defcrz-cd with a reeulting 1oo~ to Applicant in the form of
working cash and the intercst thercon. ncollectibles, too, may have & tendency
‘to incresse. On the other hand, bi-monthly billinga my result in very slight |
1ncrcaaes 1n the actual dillings. (2)

Under Item (h) of the prcpoecd. »:ncz-goncy rules, Applicant would heve the
opticn, at the end of the "1rer. month of any two-month yeriod, to réndcr an ceti-
' mted. bill thus l'ecp:.ne, in effect monthly %illing for service rezdered. Wh .'Le
thie procedure would have the advantege of moathly bdilling, yet it vould. hav» the -
diaadvantage of ml'ing nonthly eetimates., It wou 118 appesr that auch a procedure
would be eomcwha.t coetly to perform and, zore impomnt it 1s dellievad many &Lo-
putns octwen Applicent e.nd. its customers would. arige, which would be 205t un—
desivadle. It may de that at o later time and under more urgent mtioml rcetric-
: tioﬁo, .eetimted. billihga =y be-com mco-eeary. At the preeent time the Cormission
18 of the opinion that the pmctica of estizated illing should not be used except’
in 1sola.1:cd. ceaes and 20 now uged.. |

A public heering being decmed umnecessery and good cause appearing:

It Is Eereby Tound Ac A Fact tba.t -aublic 1ntereat ~'c-q'z.:.‘.res s ¢hange in
the meter rcad.ine: pra.cticc in ruro.l arca.s or the Pacific Gue and Electric Com;pany
and as hereinbefor# presnntcd. and any :r.ncidc 2 increases in billing, which may
result t‘uere-ﬁ-om, are heredby found rco.eomblﬂ and Justified; thez"-for- y

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Paci"ic Cas and. “lectric Company file Emcrgency
Ru...eu and chu...a.tiona A-2, for electric sexvice, and A-%, for gas service, in
: ‘accordancc with ..xhi 2te "A" and "3" of the application, exéept”that Paragraph No,
b sball be deleted arnd paragraps No. 5 renumbersd No. 4,

(2) ‘Such Increases would be limited to & few cents in special cages where
customer usege might vary sharply as Detween months ard Af iz sufficicnt amount
end in right proportion, the e.vcmgf- effect under di-zmontaly dillings might
zake port of. ..hc consumption fall in higher rete Dloecks of the terif”.
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The effective date shall be. the date hereof.

Dated at Sen Frencisco, Californis, tals __//—— doy of August, 1542,

St D Goetivies
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-Cormissloners




