
:oee.1e~on No. ___ 3_5_681 

In the matter or the a~¥11eat10nof ~ 
PACIFIC ~ AND EtECT.RIC COMPJUr.c? a. ) 
co~o:at1on?!or an order ~uthor1z1ng ) 
app11c::ant to !11e and ml:e c-fte-ctive ) 
electric andge.o rule8 and. reg.llo:t1ons ) 
to be des1gDated Emergency Rules and 
Rcgulll.t10ns· A .. 2 and. A .. ?;? res:t:lect1vely,. ~ 
in 'Worde end, :f'1sures e.s, 'Written in the 
:f'¢:rmtllere!or ·shO'Wn.1n Exhibits "A" ) 

C. "3"he .,. ) 
_all ___ ;_re_o_._ .. _"'_"'_' " _________ } 

Appl1ca. tion No. 25185 

'E! 'l'BE COz.mssION: 

OPI!.r!ON AND ORDER 

In this a.ppl1~tlon ?llo1!ic Cas and. Electric Company re-quests Iln order 

". a1,lthor1z1ng Applicant to file c.nd. ::alee effective electric Ilnd gtlB rulee o.nd. 

regultJ.t1ons ~ be des1gca.tcd '~.c.t"!3enc:r PJllcD Ilnd. Beeulet10ns A-2 and A-?;, retrpec-

t1vI!:ly.'Co;pies or seid :Emergency Rules a.nQ. :Rcg'.llo,t1one al"e =dr. a plrt of the 

t:\:i?p11C1lt1on CoS Exhlbits "A" and ":B • ." 

Yery briefly it ":fiD.y be said that App11eent'0 1)ropoeed Emergency B'J.les 

and P.eg\lltJ. tloz:s would briXlg 6bout e. change- 1n the present ,metlce and. requlre .. 

ment . tbe. t ga.e end e loctno z::eters be llOr.rAlly read montl:ll3'. Under the propooed 

plan, among other tb,1ng8, meters' 1n ruml eect10ne ""o:.:ld~ in ge:oeml, 'b¢ reed 

every tvo months. 1'he CXIlct l'rol)Osal or App11ea21t is ~s follows: 

''Eccrgeney iblle and Regulation. A. .. 2 
(Electric) (1) 

:ai-Montllly Me~r :Bead1%lg and !;1ll1ne 

!lIn order to eonserve rubber t1reL'!l and. mn-pover d.\lr1ne the war emerB~nc:r, 
the epec1al ruleBeet torth. 1)elov on th10 sheet o.re <:s~b11ehect, and any other 
rule or resulet1on, rate, or ,c~nt-met, 01: t;h!e Co~ny on. tile 'IrI1ththe :?o.1lroad 

(1) The prov1s1or./J for l'Jls, Et:ereency Eule and :Bcgulet1on A-;, o.re 1dent1tll 
excopt 'for Item (1) I wh1eh rOlldIJ ae tollO'Ws: 

"1. 'lor 0.11 customers oer/e-<! by ~l:.e Company 1n rura.l terr1tor:r I except 
eustomcrs for ...,ho:1. or1r1ec type :etcro ilre used. and. en:! custO%:1ers 'Whoee blUe 

. UJr' (1J!s oer/iec normc.lly cxc~od $100.00 e. :lonth, f!P.S =etoro 1:JJlY, a. t tho ,opt1on 
of the' Compo.ny', be r.or.r.e.lly read a.t inter/ale or o.p'proX'1:t1lately t'Wo :on-the 1n­
stead. or one :onth." 
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"Comm1soion and inconsistent herewith' sball b'.'· to.ken Ill!! outl:pendcd oX" modified to the 
e~~nt ncc~sGary to remove such 1nconsit1tency. 

"1. . For all, cu etomere served by the ,Compa.ny in ruro.l territory, except· cUDto­
mers :for whom demnd meters o.rc used, electric =tere =y, at th~ option <.>'t the 
Co:npa~, 'be normally reo.d 0. t intervale of epprox1::le. te ly two l:Qnthc instead of one 
month. 

"2. 'l'hc ehtl.rse foX" service rendered in each two-month ,eriod will 'b(l eo:::pute~ 
a.t the a;ppliCt1.'blc f11Gd. rate schedule 'by doubl1llS the monthly ·t:)erv1ce el:largc,. 
demnd' cbaree, or mD':mm chargo, and t~ nu::1~¢r of kilow. tt-2:ouro to which eo.eh 
'block mte is Ilpp11cc.'ble on a monthly bo.si£:. 

"3. Bills tor service au;ppliC'd dur1llg each such two-=onth per10d shall be 
rendered promptly after the close of such period and shell 'be payable in the sa:e 
~nn~r o.s ~onthl7 'billa heretofore rendered. 

"4.· 'l'he Compa~ r:r:..y at ite option, at the '!'nd of the first :nonth of o.ny Bueh 
two-month period,. render its bill for sC'rv1ce s1.1pp11~d d1.1r1ng tho.t month eot1z.tt:d 
from recorda of the cuatomer'o prioX" usage and from other available 1nto~tion; 
and if such e8t~ted 'bill 10 r'!'nde~d,. then the bill foX" the second month of the 
tvo-month p~r10d ehall be the e~r~ 'tor the t~o-month period cOMp1.1ted in accord­
~ncc with rule (2) above lese the amount of the eot~ted bill for th~ :firot month. 
:Both 81.1ch '01110 she.ll be due 6.n~ :;?eya.bl~ :1n the same :zn:c.er as reg\.1~X" :::ontAly 
bi11e heretofo~ rendered. 

"5. w'hcre b1-monthly :lIeter read1ng is established.,. open1%l8 a.nd cloEliDS b1lls 
a.nd '01110 for irre81.1la~ periods V1ll be cocp1.1ted 1n accordance w1th Rule and Regu­
ht10n No."14, except that peri0d0 or 54 to 66 days, both 1nc:lue1""c, 'W11l be e<.>D.­
G1dered Q.S t .... o months ... 

In justificAtion tor thie ~ropoeed cho.nee, Applico.nt points out t~t it 

is broueht Q.bout through the necesa1tj" 't¢ COnDervc in both men end me. terlalo 1n 

order to ::1eet the ez::ergcncy brought on bj" the present 'War necessities. In this 

reop'!'et App11ec.nt etc.te8 tMt the rcc.cl.1Ilg 0: :::etcra 1n r..1ral territory no .... re-

quires tho opere. tio:c. end m1ntemncc of c. lerse nu::1'ber of o.1.1tomo'b1lce and the' 

a.xmue.l travel of tlpproX1:::c.telj one million a.uto:lObile ~lcSi tho.t if 'b1-:onthly 

meterread11lg should be adopted, a. very mlbate.nt1a.l eavillg in this :n11eo.ge would 

result, 'With a co~epond1ng reduction and Geving in the use of critical rubb¢r 

tireo. Itie also pOinted 01.1t that Applicant is to.cing a sho~ge <.>! sk1lled help, 

as more tMn 1100 of ita e:ployeea have entered the o.%'%:led forces of our Countrj". 

Th10 pro~ .... ould assist 1n :eeti~ this labor problem. 

The Com.iss1on 113 or t~e op~1on t~t ever:( e:f'tort fJhould be ::ade by all 

uti11t1~e to save, .... herever cons1e~nt ~th reo.soDab~ sound practiee, and Cer­

tainly it .... ould appea.r that 0. so.'V'1r.g 1n eQ critical en item l!J,e ruboor, es ~eli as 
labor, 'WQ.G ::.ost &dvante.geoua to our Country' a -.n:.r etfor't. 'rhcre:oa tura.llj are cer­

tain d1aa.dvante.geD· to le:cgtheniIlS the ~ter read.1%:5 period. From one ;point of vic'''$' 

,-2-
i ". 



',' 

• 
"I <. 

the che.ngo ':fAy be se.idto be in 'favor of Applicant' ~ customero " inac::ueh e.G pay-I 

menta for service arc deferred ~tA A reeult1ng looa to Applicant in the !o~ ot 

'Work1tlg cash and the interost tilc:"con.. V'neolleetibles, too, m:r have e. tendency 

to increase.. On the other hand., b1.:nonthly b1111DgS may result in very slight 

, incraases in the actual 'blllings .. (2) 

vnder Ite:n (4) of the ~ropoec~ e~recncy rules, Applicant would hevc the 

option, e.t the end 01' the ~ir8t month ot any two-month J:ler1od,. to render an cet1-

. lr.o:ted b1ll, thuo kec;p1rle. in effect monthly b1llirlg for service rendered. While 

thia ;proccdu%'O would llAve the ad.ve.ntage of :lOnthl1 billillG, j"ct it would ha:/e the 

d1ae.dve.nte.ge of zld.llg monthly eeti:ce.tcs. It woulCi e.;p;pear that such 4 1Jroeed1J~ 

'Would. be ',SO%llC'WMt costly to :perfon and, :lOro important, it 18 belie-led. many d1o-
" .. , 

put~e 'between Applicant and. its customers 'Would arise, which would be :lOot un-

deSirable. It mY' ~ thQ.t at" Il later t1lne and uncler lllore urgent ~t1o:oal restr1c-

t10na, est1:lo.ted. bi11irlge '12.::1 b~eQ=.e ncco·asar:r. At the prestnt t1mt- the Comm1szion 

ia of the o,inion that tht.: ,ractice of ooti::awd. b!ll1llg ehO'Jld. not bc 1Jsed' excc:p't'" 

in isola. ted.' eases and t\.Q now used., 

A public hear1D8 be1ng deemed u:cnecesserJ and good cause a,~ar1ng: 

It Ie Hereby Found Ao A Fact that public intereot requires a change in 

the me'tCr read1Xlg practice in ruro.l areas of the ?o.cif1c cae and ElectriC Co:n;pany 
.. 

and e.s hereiribefor~ prea~nted and any 1ncido~tel increases in b1111ne~ wh~ch may 

result thcretro~, are hcr~b7 ~ound reasonable and justified; theretore, 

Ru::'eo and h-gulat1ons A .. /~, for electric service, and. A-"!J, 'tor gas service, in 

. accorc1a.nce v1 th Exh1b1.te H A" and tiE If, of th" tlppl1cll t1on, I!'xce:pt tlus. t ,are.~,h No .. 

4 shall be de letcd and ;pame;r:o.:ph No. ~ renumbered ~ro.. 4. 

(2)Socb,1ncreo.8es 'Would ~ 11::.1ted to a fev cents in special eaSes "'he~ 
customer usage might va:r:r cbar:ply as bet .... cen :nonthsand. it in 3u!:t'1c1cnt a:.ount 
c.nd. ,1n r1ght :proportion, the avcrege eftect under b1-::lontlllY b1111l:lgs :light 
:rAke pc.rt of the conoumpt1on fall in higher ra'te bloeke of the tarif!'. 
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The ~frect1ve ~te shall b~ the date hereof. 
~ 

rated at San Frene1sco, CAlitornia, this / / - <hj of August, 1942 .. 


