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Decision No. 35824 . 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COl~fISSrON OF TK£ STA.TE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
by the Commission, on its own ) 
motion, into the operations of ) 
~ames M. Johnson and Frederick R. ) 
Johnson as a public utility ware- ) 
houseman. ) 

Case No. 4615 

BY THE CO~~!ISSION: 

o P ! N ION -----------
This proceeding, an investigation on the CommisSion's own 

motion into the public utility warehouse operations of James M. 

Johnson and Frederick R. Johnson, vras instituted particularly for 

the purpose of detero1n1ng whether operative rights of the respon­

~s should be revoked ~nd annulled and their tariffs cancelled. 

Public hearing was had before Examiner Bryant at Los 

Angeles on September 22, 1942, at which time the case was submitted 

for decision. 

The record shows that certified copy of the order instit­

uting investigation and order to show cause was served upon Frederick 

R.Jonnson by registered mail on January 14, 1942; and that certified 

copy of the same order, address~d to James ~1. Johnson at his last 

knovlIl address and duly depOSited as rf;gistcrod mail, was returned by 

the postal authorities as undeliverable. Neither respondent appeared 

at the public hearing. 

An employee in tho Commission's rato division testified 

that he had txa~in~d the Co~1ssion's official tariff ril~s and cor­

respondence files rc.lating to th€: Opera.tion hGro in qu~st!on. :From 

his testimony it appears that the operativ~ right w~s originally pos­

:sessedby F.C. Johnson .. !"athe:r of the respondents. F.C. Johnson" 

died on or about April 4, 1938, and effective March 31, 1939, rc­

s~ondents f11€d Supplement No.1 to F.C. Johnsen - Panama Warehouse, 
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Warehouse Tariff Uo.4"C.R.C.No.4, applic~ble at PanatlD. VJD.rehouse" 

200-208 South Central Avenue, Los Angeles. This supplement provides 

that "J'am~s ~~. Johnson and Frederick R. Johnson hereby adopt and 

make th~1r own in cv~ry r~sp~ct, ns 1£ same had bean or~g1nnlly ~11od 

by them such ratEs, rules and regulations." Thcr~aftGr, by letter 
d.atod: l.!arch l2" 1941, Frt:d.orick R. Johnson notified the Commission 

th~t he had purchas~d his brother's interest. Upon receipt or this 

letter 1 :. nd subsequently, th~ Commission gav(; written instructions 

to Frcd~rick R. Johnsor- on six different occ~sions to apply tor 

authority under Scction 51 (~) of thc Public Utilities Act to make 

the purchase. No applicct10n was fi1~d, end the Commission received 
1 

no acknowledgment or reply to its scvcr~l letters. 

The witness testified further thot on or about August 6, 

1941" he had personn11y called at 200-208 South Central Avenue" Los 

Angeles, and learned th~t no public warehou~e operations were being 

conducted at thnt address. He w~s informed on th~t occ~sion th~t the 

entire property had been lensed to n daily newsp~per, and verified 

this f~ct by telephone cnll to the newspaper office. Through inquiry 

he obtained 1n!ormeti~n th~t Frederick R. ~ohnson was then emp1oyod 

in a Burbnnk aircraft factory" ~nd that neither Frederick R. nor 

J'nmes !~. Johnson was then conducting cny wcrchousc business. ThE: 

witnGss '(Ito.ted thc.t he h:\d rov1cwed :l1".!luo.1 rE:ports filed by ware­

housem~n tor the y~nrs 1940 and 1941 .. ~d ascerto.1ncd that no r~port 

had been tiled with the Commission in thc namG of P~nnma W~rehouse or 

of either of the respond&nts for either of those ye~rs. 

Upon conSideration of 0.11 of the facts ~nd circumstanc~s 

of r~cord .. the Commission is of the opinion end finds as nfnct thnt 

whatevor wnrehousc operative rights may h~ve been possessed by James 

M. Johnson and Frederick R. Johnson" or either of them" have been 

1 
Th~ letter of March 12, 1941, trom Frederick R. Johnson ruld cop­

i~s of the s1x letters from th~ Cocmission were r~ce1ved as ~v1dence. 
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abandoned. It is concluded that any such operative rights should 

be revoked and annulled, and tariff~ now on file with th~ Commis­

sion in th~ name of respondents should be cancelled. The following 

ord~r will so provide. 

Public hearing having bcen held in th~ above 'entitled 

proccoding,and the Co~ission now being tully informed, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that any and all war~house op~rative 

rights now or heretofore possessed by James ?~. Johnson and 

Frederick R. Johnson, or either of them, be and they are hereby 

revoked and annulled. 

IT IS P.EREB~: F'U"RTHER ORDERl:D tho.t tariffs now on file 

wi th the Comr:liss1on :::to.nd,ing in the name: of Jam~s 1.~. Johnson nnd 

Frederick R. Johnson be lmd they arc herc.by cancelled. 

The effective do.te of this order shall be twenty (20) 

days from thc date hereOf. 

D~t~d nt San FranCiSCO, California, this ____ ,_~_---______ __ 

day of October, 1942. 


