
Decision No. 3585G 

BEFORE T'EE RAILROAD COI~!ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LYON VAN AND STORAGE COMP~''Y, a ) 
corporation, for a certificate of ) 
public convenience and necessity ) Application No. 25104 
as a warehouseoan for the purpose ) 
of warehousing film. ) 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 
Apnearanees 

c.P. Von Eerzen" for applicant 
C.G. Munson and Arlo D. Poe, for Los Angeles 

~arehousemen's Association, interested party. 
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By this application Lyon Van and Storage Company, a corp

oration, seeks acert1ficate of public convenience and necessity 

for the warehousing of film in Los Angeles. 

The application was submitted at a public hearing held 

before Examiner Bryant at Los .i:ngeles on September 16, 1942. 

Applicant's general traffic manager testified that the 

hazardous nature of film from the standpoint of fire prevention and 

protection requires that special precautions be taken in its handling 
1 

and storage. He stated that his company operates and maintains six 

storagE vaults designed and constructed exclusively for the housing 

of this commodity, located on the roof of an eight-story building at 

1080 North Cahuenga Boulcvnrd, Los kngclcs. Each vault is about n1ne 

feet square by t~n fc~t hi~hl ?nd each stands separate from the othcr~ 
. , 

root ~n th~Cltn~~S" ~ro equlpp~d With vents ~t 'top and bottom ana with 

arE: furnished with non-combus'tible '!,tlcks for the storage of film 

either on reels or in approved containers. The orig1n~1 cost of con-

struet1ng the Six vnults wns cst1mntod to hnvc been $21.000. 
1 

Xherc was introduced in eVidence a copy of 0. Los . .'Jlgcles C1 ty 
Ordine-nce (Soction 57.21 of the Mum.e1pa.l Cod':)) which.. in the intcrv,s,t 
of fir~ prot~et1on ~nd pr~v~ntion, pl~ees v~rious restrictions on t~ 
storage ~nd handling of film. 
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The witness stated that the vaults were acquired by appli

cant in 1928, and have been devoted to the storaze of film continu

ously since that time. On the date of the hearing there were about 

30 patrons using these facilities, most but not all of whom were 

commercial pro·,i\lcers and exhibitors of motion pictures. The: witness 

declar~d that to the best of his knowledge there was no certificated 

public utility ivar~house in tho City of Los Angolos which had f~c1l1-

tics for the commcrci~l storing of film or which hold itself out as 

equipped to accept such storage. 

The pr~s1dont of Lyon Van c.nd Storage Company tcst1f1Gd 

that his company had been conducting the film storage here described 

without import~nt chongo since 1928, and th~t the same vaults hnd 

boen used by a predecessor for the same purpose for six years prev

iously. He explD.in,·d thot his company h~d assumed until recently, 

that ocellUS\;) of tho limit<.·d and specialized nllturc of the operation 

no eertific~tc from this CO~ission was necessary. 

No one protcst<:d the: granting of this application. 

The record shows th~t the speci~l f~cil1tic5 offered by 

~pplic~nt for the storage of film have been utilizBd by n consider

I!ble number of 1ndividu~ls ond compc.nics in Los Jl.ngolos~ ilnd that 

this pcrt1cul~r type of storoec is not ~voilnbl0 through other c~r

tifica ted wor<.;houscmon in tilt.,: c1 ty. Applicc.nt is rCCl.dy 1).nd v/i1ling 

to continue this service to the publiC, and h~s the cqu1pm~nt ~nd ex

perience necossnry to conduct th~ operation in a satisfactory manner. 

The record. is persunsiv€ thc.t public convt:::nicncc D.nd noce:ssity re-

quire thilt the operation b~ continued. 

o R D E R 
-~ ..... -- .. 

Lyon Van and storage Company having made application os 

abov~ entitled, puhl1c h~aring having been hcd, eVidence received, 

the mo.ttcr submitted nnd the COt:mlission now being fully ad.vised: 

THE RAIL..'qO!J) COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CJ~LIFORN'Il" hert;by 

declares that public convQnicncc end necessity rcquir0 the opvr~tion 
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e 25104 NM 

by Lyon Van and Storage Company of not to exceed 1000 square feet 

of floor space at 1080 North Cahuenga Boulevard, Los Angeles, for 

the handling and storage of film as a warehouseman, subject to the 

restrictions and conditions hereinafter provided, and 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certificate of public conven

ience and necessity therefor be and it is her~by grant~d to Lyon Van 

and Storage CompanY1 subject to tho following conditions: 

1. The authority heroin granted shall lapse and be vOld if 

applicant shall fail to filo a Y~itt~n acceptance of the certificate 

herein grant~d within thirty (30) days from the dat~ hcr~of. 

2. Applicant shall promptly file a tariff published in 

accordance with tho rules of this Comm1s~ion showing tho ratcs1 
charg~s, ~nd conditions applicablo to the warehousing service. 

3. The rights and privileges herein authorized may not be 

discontinued, sold, lcas~d, transforr~d, nor ~ssigncd unless the 

written conser.t of the Railroad Commission to such discontinuance, 

sale, lease, transfor,or assignment has first been obtained. 

4. Lyon Van and Storage Comp~nY1 its successors or assigns, 

o..:1y ne:ver clnim be-foro this CO:l:IllsS1on, or before ~ny court or other 

~ub11c body, a value for the certificate hereby granted in ~xccss 

of the actual cost ther6of. 

The effect1ve datc: of this order shall be the date hereof. 

-D~ted at San FranCiSCO, C~11rornia, this ___ /~J __ ~ ____ day of 

Octobor, 1942. 
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