
Decision No. , 36003,'~ 

BEFORE TEE J?.A.ILROAD COar.rSSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOR.~IA ' 

In the ~~tter of the Application of ) 
MERCmu'TS EXPRESS COR?O?~.T!ON for a ) 
certificate of ptt'blic convonience z.nd ) 
necessity fortbc trans,ortationof ) 
property by motor vebicleto a~d from) 
Moraga, St. Y~ry's College, ,Burton, ) 
Rallez, Lafayette., ?'.1dder. Valley 1. ) 
Eappy ~nl1ey and i-~ter:ediate and off-) 
~oute pOints within one ~ile of the ) 
highways traversed, as an exte~sion ) 
and er..large::lent of applicant t s ey.,is t- ) 
ing ::-igb,ts.. ) 

FI'I'ZGEP..o.LD, ABBOT'!' &: BEA..'=IDSIZI, by , 
Ifil ton VI.. Do'brzensky, for applicant. 

BY T:':E COM:aSSION: 

.QEl!l.Q,~ 

Mercbznts Express Corporation is now prOViding a highway 

co=~n carrier service in g~nerc.l between San Francisco, South San' 

Francisco, ,Oakland, Eo.:rnard, 3e:-lteley, :Richmond, San' Rafael, " 

Or1nda,Upton, Bryant and' Gloriettc.' a.."ld. intermediate ~oints. 
,~.. . .... 

L~ theaoove-entitled c.pplication tr~t carrier requests 
.-'" 

a certificate ito establish and operate a ~~ghvmy commonc3r~ier 
v~ 

, service betweer.. Glo::-ietta, !~oraea, St <II' Maryt s College, Bt::ton, 
" , 

Railez, Lo.:f'ayette, , Bidden Valley, ?,..a!J::?y Va.lley and' Bryant and ~,' 

inter.mediate points. 

$ i tua ted within one mile of',' the' main ,highvlays between the fore-, 

going pOints. It ~eeks that authority ~~ en extension and 
"~. " 

~nlargeI:lent, of its present operative rights. :, 

A public hearing was held~~:this ~tter b¢ro~e Examiner 

Paul, at La!eyetto; on Nove~ber 23, 1942, at the conclusion,of 

which the matter was submitted and is now ready for decision. 
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• A. 25001"11 

Tho toregoinz service woule. "00 :pro~i(~ed 3t r~tcs not 

lower tiw.n those p:-escribed by the Comission in its Decision r:o. 
31606, z.s amended. Regular' service '10uld ,. be 'yro·V'ieeci on Monday , 

Wednesd£.y and Friday of each. week, vri th addit; ional' Z eI"'vice to' 

meet traffic requirements. 

T~:ough an ope~ativeWitness, it ·~s shoVl~ t~1at app11-

cant is now providing service at Or1:nda,' Upton, Br,rant and" 

Gloriett~ on Xuesday·anc. Friday of eachwcek through the use' of 

one type 300 truck (two ~xles a..~d ~ix wheels) o!approx1mately 

8,000 pounds capacity. This truck proceeds from its Oa};:land" 

terminal fully loaded. Usually about two-thi::-ds of: t2'le load'is 

. destined to 'Orinda, Upton, Br.yant, Glor1etta and othe~ PQints 

e~.st of' the LeV! Level Tul'l.."lel. AD:,r ava11~'ble spa.ce therec)n is 

used for·transporting traffic destined to points in North Oa~~nd, 

west.o! said t~cl. It is antiCipated that su!fic1entaddit1onal 

traffic destined to pOints proposed to "oe·served·would completely 

rill the truck' i..'"lwt-.ich event traffic dcztined to, pOints in' North 

Oakland would 'be trans-ported on other sC!lcdules of appliean-: !lOW" 

zerving ,that territory. 

Evid.ence 1.."'). support of the aPl'11cetion 'VJaS adduced, froI'l7, 

merchantsand'others:resid~~g at Latayette'c~ i~ the vieL~ty 

thereof 'and the manager of the subsistonce ~aciliti~s at St. 

~1.ary T s . College •. 

Fro~ that evidence it ~ppo~rs that there is now ~in-
, , 

tainec. ~t St. Y!2.ry t S College a United Stat~s ~~aval P:-e-Fl1ght. 

School. All the meals of the'students botA of the college and of 

thePrc-F11eht Sc~ool are p~ovided ~y ~ party undor the pro-/ision 

ora contract.· This contractor 1~ also in cnzrscof n'U:llerousother 

facilities of the school, including laund.-J, etc. It was,shown 
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eA. 2500~. .-
that in con.."'lection with . this service -this contractor is daily' 

receiving' approxiI:lately l5' tons, of sUP:91ies. Some of this tra,1"tic 
. ' 

is now be~"'lg and will continUe to'be delivered by the vendors. 

For the ~ost pzrt the re~inder of the supplies is transp~rted 
" 

under contract on ec.u1pment procu~ed rro~ the Navy.' Some traffic 

moves over the facilities of the S&cr~ento Northern and is 

delive~ed at ~orasa, a~non-agen~ zt~tion. It was conclusively 

showntbat tl"'.is' service1s m,,!s~tisfactory and numerous instances 

of delays were cited.' 

Prom the testimony or tlercl'lan:ts at Lafayette ,it ",'iSS 

shovo that the 0:lJ.:7 re~J.lar comzon carrier ser.;ice of merchanclise 

traffic to this area is that now ~rovicee by Sacra~ento'Northern 

P~ilway. No store-coor pick-up and delivery se~ice is available 

on Shipments being delivered by the rail carrier at the Lafayette 

. -station at v/hich no agenc:r is maintc.ined~ Each of these 

witnesses stated tlwt.he nasa need fo'!' a store-door delivery 

service for inco~~ sr~~~ents. 

From tb.erecord' it appea::-s that $!'PY Valley and Hidden 

Valley are rapidly developinz residential co~unit1es which ~e 

in'need of the proposed service. 

There vms no oPPos1tion to the granting of'tbis ap,l~­

cation. The' on17 other common carr1ers serving this area,arc 
.. ' . ' . 

. Sacramento Northern Railway, Railvmy Express Agenc7, Incorporated ~ 

andPac1ficGrcyhound Lines. Each of them has advised the 

COtl:l!i~sion, 1n Vt.r1ting, tr..at it \70illd not oPl'osc the granting of 

the authority sought. 

After f un cons :Ldera tion of the evidence in this :-ecord, 

the· Cotmlission is·· of the opir.ion and so find::: that· there is a 
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e~. 2;001. 

public need for the establisament of the se~iceproposed. 

Accordingly the ,application will be g:-anted. 

o R D E R --..., .... -

A public heo.r1ng thereon ~..nv1ng 'been held, the matt~r 

duly submitted, ,the Comtlission fully in1"ormed, and ,it being 

found that Jjub11c convenience and necessity so:-ec;,u1re: 

IT IS 'ORDERED that a certific~te of public convenience 

and necessity is hereb,ygranted to Merchants Express Corporation 

authorizing the establishment and operction or service as a,high­

way ¢ottnon carrier, as defined by section 2-3/4, P\l'blic,Utilitie:: . .' . . , . 

Act, between Glorietta, Moraga, St. YJ.:.ryf s College" Burton;', 

Railez, Lafayette, Bidden Valley, ?'..ap:py Valley, Briant ar..o."inter-
, , .' 

mediate pOints a.nd off-route points vtithin one (1) mile of'the 

highways between the foreeo1ng :poi..~ts, ,subj~¢t to the folloWing 

condition: ' 

Merchants Express Corpor~tion, its successors or 
assigns, :lay never c131::1 befo:-c this Coxnmi!s1on 
OX" arty cou=t or other p".l"olic body, n. value, for 
arq l'urpose, for the authority herej.!'l. gran;ced in' 
excess of t:'le actuaJ., cost thereof i.!!currcd by it. 

IT IS FUR13ER ORDERED that in the o~~ation or said 

highw~ay common carrier service pursuant to the foregoing certifi­

cate, Mcrcnants Ex:!:>ress COX1'o'ration shall comply with. and observe, 

the followixlg se:t:"'lico regulations ': 

1. ' A~~licant'shall file a written acceptance of the 
certif1¢~te,here1n granted v~tbin a ~erio~ of 
not to exceed thirty (30) days from the effective 
date hereof. 



e· 

2. Applicant sballcomply vdth the rules of the 
Co~ission's General Order No. 80 and Part IV 
of Goneral Order No. 93-A by fi1~~, in 
triplicate and concurrently making effective, 
t~r1ffs ana t~e schedules satisf4ctory to the 
Comrnss1on v:ith1!l sixty (60) days from the, 
effective date hereof and on not less than one 
(1) .day's notice to the Coml'llission and the 
public. 

3.. Subject to the authority of this Comoi$sion to 
change or modify the:l at any time by further· 
order, applica.nt shall conduct za1d highway' 
co~~on carrier operations over and along the 

, follovr...ng routes: 

Between Gloriett~ and Lafay~tte over ~nd along ~oraga 
Road via Moraga, St .. · Mary's College, and Burton. ,OVer 
Jonas Hill Road between Moraga ~nd Lafayette. Over 
Circle Creek Road between its j~~ct1on With Moraga ' 
Road near Burton a:c.d 1 tz j,ulction with California State 
route 24. Over Happy Valley Road between its junction 
With state route 24 at ~fayette and its junction vdth 
sa1droadabout 2 miles w~sterly of L~rayette. Over 
Bidden Valley Rotd between its intersection With State 
route 24 appror~tcly 1t miles northeasterly of Bryant 
and its southern ~ercination in Hidden Valley.' Over 
California State route 24 between Brya~t and its inter­
section With Circle Creek .'Road. 

The effective date of thi~ order shall be the date 

hereof. 
~ .. 

of 

~~ted atSan.Pr~neiseo, California, ta1S 

~.I'a<yr.'-h L ,1942. ... 

day 


