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Dec:.nion No. '060 5’

BEFO'KE ‘I‘EE RAIIROAD COMﬁSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOMIA

@‘”&E@EM&.

Cwa No. h6h6- =

"PATHFINDER PEIROLEUM COMPANY,
a Califomz.a corporation,

_ Complainmt,
ve. |
- SQUTHERN COUNITES GAS COMPANY
oF momm, a corporation,
Defendant.
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 BY TEE COMMISSTON:

CPINIOYN

The complaimt coz‘porat:.on operates an o:.l‘reﬂ.nory ‘at Ios'mnitoe,
Ora.ngo County, and le aupplicd. wits gae by the. defendant utility.‘ Its complaint
allegea that wpon making appl:.ca‘tion for suck gas soMce, about May 12, 191&2
the dofendan'c demanded a depoa* t of $1,000 as & cond.ﬁ:ion to the accepte.nco ot
'cho application, and. 1t aglks ‘t.he Comiss...on 0 orde'r repaymnnt or thia sum. It
1.5 allogad m‘t. compluz.nan't is 'tho mer of the rei"inm property 1n q,uestion,
and tha‘c under such circumstances the utilis vy violatod its filed rules vhexn
exac'c.’mg a depoeit ot amf anount for the purpose oi‘ securing pamnt of ‘oilla.
A pudblic hearing was held at Lot Angoles on Soptembor 2L, 19h2
before E:mmincr Wehe ; &% vhick tixe evidence vac taken and . the mtter uubmitted
for declsion.
The utility a*eme <o urge tvo defenses. It ﬂrs’c aaaorta that at tke
'cimo the abovo mentionod deposlt wes denanded 1t be.’z_ioved that t:ho EJ. Cemine
Reﬁni.ng Company, not tho complumm, wvae the probabla ovmr of the roi'mery
propcrty. Such .an error of fact would heve excused t.ho exaction of & deposit in
the first S.nctanco, bu‘t L% would not nmr suwtify the reteat ion of the mozey afto:-
“the true facts ha.ve Deer ascertained. Toe utilit:r'a Rule f,’vé provides 'that the |
/ crod.i* of an applicm:.t for service will be deomed oatabhamd iz applicant the
owner of t.ho premieoa to Vhi.ch gu is to bo aqpplﬂ.od.
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The second. dofcnsc pleaded by the d.efcnd.m‘c Is not entiroly clear,
vut it seems ‘w agaert that the complaimnt ha.d roal_y beon mcoivin@ gas ser-
vice through the zeter of an ai‘ril.ue.tcd. cor'aomtion, *:.ho £l Cam.r.o Refe, n..’:.ng

,.C:ompany, p'-ior to tac tine I.t ma.de applicution for & gas connac*:ion ;m i‘:.e o'vn‘
“ nazo y e:nd that onoe or the ‘othor is Indebted to tho defond.ant ntilzty 7
amount excecding tae deposit cmcted.. The facts i= 'thia)connection w be -
briefly stoted. R

| 1% appears toat the EL Camino Refining Compeny, & concern waich

had been,supblied cos at :'.*:.s rofizﬁoz:y; at 108 A.le'\m.‘.toév sincelApr‘ii, 1937, i
1939 'éonstruc‘aed a accohd refii:cry ur.:.'b , the plant h&ré Molvod.' Geas "'or”
this seccnd unit vas auppliod through the mater of the ZL Camino Compam' The

‘ u-t*lity vas aware of ms fact. Later in Decomber 191»1 vhen Momd st
this second Plant wa.s boing operatod. under the rame of a aepara*.:o caroora‘tion,’
the. record dooe not chow th.at the w:.iliw mado any att ompt .o req,uire eack ot' :
the premises %0 be uepara.'coly motered as reqa.trod by thoir z-u‘.l.ea and. regulctions
Whon oz May 12, 1942, the Patm m.dor Company &4i¢ make application for eepa:mto -
service there was Auo from the T1 Comimo Ccmpany $1,504.11 on pact b_lls, £

- whick only .,,1¢-52 L5 was then pa*d by the Pathﬁndo* Campazy. The 1act nmnod
compe.ny, thc co::plaimr.‘c he*o, apparcntly toolz -r...o posmion ﬂut, ae it h&d. ‘
aet‘blod. vith the El Camno Compazy for 2ll gos nc*cuau.:r usod a% i%te phnt up
w0 Ma;r 5, l9h2, + was liadle to the utility, and. was willinc to pa:r, only for
the amount used ‘oétwuon Mmy and. May 1%, totaling .,;h52 46.

Ve mt'c.onéludc‘ oc the record developed tha 13 devosxt 15 nov
requived. .mder Rulo *‘46 mmuch ag conplaimt g the ownper or "has a eub-
o.,an't:m... eau...ty in the 'prominee ror which c:pp:u.ca ‘on for aan sorvico was
‘made, ang, urther tae utility appa*cntly md.e ro rcc’ ef:'o*t te asccr*.ain ':hc
firanciel s»and.ir.g of tae complc.inm The socond delenne of dof ondant appaz-- '
‘cnt:.y nointa i'cs Pule 7’*9 undor which rule 'the u‘a‘ 1%y mey rc"use o:' d.is-. ‘
continuc service to prowcv i e.ga..n.s* abuse or {raud. Zowevoer, .such ':ul.o

doos no" ear.ction thoe collcct.«.o“ of = depooit. That rule possidly would have

.juat.‘.:‘.'.od. the ut M.ty o roruse.l of gas service 1o the new corporation. Service
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was not refuucd., hcwevor, Put a d.epoait vas oxacted to secure the pamnt. or
' a;pplicant'a future bills. The utility does 2ot allegs that the sun demandod
wes Iin paymcnt of 'back bills owing by the other corporation. 'I'he complaimt
corpomtion, belng tho owner of the premiaes gsorved -and having promptly paid
ite owvn bills subsequent to the tims it was recoguized as & uepa.rate gaa cus-
fconm-, hag thus eetablishod 1ts crodit and Ls sntitled to roimbursemont for

the d.opouit exacted.
CRDER

A pudblic bearing having been held in the abava entitlod cuu, based
upon the findings and co:zcluaions exprossed . m the foregoing opim.on, |

IT Is MY URIIERED tha.t Southern Counties Gc.s COmpa.ny of Calii’omia
shall return the one thousa.nd. dollw:e ($2,000) dcposit md.e by tho Pathrindor
Potroleum Company, and shall continue to remder gas gervice to uid. l’athﬁnder
Petroleun Company at 1ts refinery in accordance with d.oremunt'; £iled rules
and z'egulationa. \ o )

| This order ahall becom of foctive tworty (20)":days from thedn‘te

hereof.

| Dated at San Francisco this_ & ——  day of December, 1gh2.




