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. PAm"INDER PmOtEOM COMP.A1t'l, 
a cal1f'orn1a eorporation, ' 

Ccmpla1nant, ' 

"'18. , 

SOO'lXERN 'CO'ON'l'IES GAS, COWANY 
OF,CALIFORNIA, a c~orat1on, 

'Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

------------------------, 
:BY m COl«rSSION: 

OPINION ... --_ .... _-

• 

The cOmpla1D.Allt corporation. opero:teG en oil re't1rJlJr:t at.; Los A1aza1toe, 

Orange, County I .e.n4. 18 supplied W1 th gae by the, det'endant ut1li ty.. Its c~la1nt 

alle~e thAt upon. mek1:cg e.~pl1cat10n for ~ch gas sern.ce, about Ma7 12, 1942, 

the defendant demanded.' e. depoe!. t o~ $1,000 a.o a eondit1on to the aeceptallc~ o'!: 

the appl1cation, and. it aeke the Comm1es1on to ord.er l'ep~nt or 'th1s' B'Um.. It 

is 'allogod tbat com:pla1nant is the owner' or 'tobe rctiner.r' :prope~ in quest1ot:., . 

e.r.d that '\mder such circUlIl8tances the utilitY' violated ita tiled rules Ylle:c. 
, , 

exact1Dg a depoei t of uq emount 'tor the :pw:poee of eecur1rlg :payment' or 1)1ll8. -

A pub11c hear1ns 'IoI'a& held at Loe .A:lgclee, on SeptemMr 24, 1942', ' 

1>eforo 'l!!x8lT11tlcr Welle, at vh1ch time. evidence vae taken a:c.dthe Wltter submitted 

for decision. 

'nle 'utility e.,eme 'to- urge two defe:c.aes. It t1ret 8ee~" that at the 

t1mo the r.bcwe.men.t1oned 4epo.1t va" demanded it believed th&t the El Ce.m1ne 

Ret1nil'lg ~,not :the eomple.1ll8nt, was the probable ov.c.~r or the re1'~ry 

property. Such.en error or fact vould. have excused tho exaction or ,8 deposit 1n 

the :1rBt· 1nete.nee, but it', vould not r;q,r jWJtit)' the rotention or the 1lJI:JrA3' after 

'the true l.'ac'te. have bee::. Ilscerta,1rled.. '!'he ut1l1 t1' s Eule·. #6 provides that the 

, ered1 t . O'tan 8pplica:c.t for .erv1ce will ~ deemed este.bliehcd· it App11eant !.os' the 
. , 



The ~econd. d.ef~o pleaded. by the defendant is not ent1re~ clear, 

't> ... ~ it scemsto aOl5crt that the co~l:11llant had rea.1!y boon rece1v1ng sae ser· 

v1ce throueh the :oter of an aft11~eted e~or4t1on, the El camino ~e~1n1ne 

Comp~, p~1or to the tt=e it made a~pl1cat1on for a sna eonceet1on tn,ita ovn 

:c.amo, eM that one or tlleothor 10 lllaebted. to the de~~t ut11~ty !n en 

'01'101'1,. eto.ted. 

It a:ppears that. the E1 CCl:1no Ref1n1llG c~ I a' co~ern vh1eh 

had beeneupplled. cao ~t !te rofiIlel'7 ~t !,os Alam!toe s1neeAlir11, 1937, in 

1939' conatrueted. a eecond refinery 'W".J.t, the plant hero involved. Gas:or 

th18 '!Sccond un1t va! suppliod. tbrough the meter of ~ El camino Com:p&l3". The 

, ut!.11t,. vaG aware of th!s tact. tater 1n Deeo.!llber1941 vhcn informed t.hat 

the, record doee not chow tMt tho ut111t:r mo.d.o ~ nttompt to %'eCluire each or 
t.l::.e ~rem!.,eD to be ee;;>arately metered as reqtl.1red by their rules and. reeulct1ona. 

~~ on Ma1 12,'1942, ~o ?athtlndor Company d1d make a~p11cation'~or e~pareto 
. . 

service tho:oe val' d.'J.o t:'orr. the El CCmino Cor:;;;;c.r.:;r $l .. 504.ll on ',P8e't b!.ll3, a: 
. ~ich onlv" $4~2.46 val" then :paid by ~e l'ath!'1ndo:- C~. The lact, ~ 

cOlnPtulY' .. the eoapla:.=r.t hero, l1PPll%'ontly took ~~ ,ooition that, 8sit had 

"et'tlo~ Vi tll. tho El Cc.mino Coc:pany for all ells Q.etua~ UDOd. at 1 tc plont up 

to- Mcy 3, 1942, it "WaS liable to the utilitY', w. -.rae villinG to Pa'3', only for 

the amount UDod ~e~oon MA1 3 and Maj 14, total~ $452.46. 

We Il!U8t conclude 01:. tho record dOVolOl'ed. that !U). de,os1t 15 nov' 

required. ~cr Rlllo 1f6. wamucb. 4G eoc:plll1nant ~s the ~ or ·'has 4 Bub .. 

, ' . 

made, and further' the ut1li tj" apparently mAd.e no roel ei:'~ort to c.scer...a1r. the 

eont~ue sorv~ce to protect it c.sa~t abuee or freud. Zowevor,euch rule 

doee not ear.ct10n tho collection 0-: e depoo1t. That'r1lle 1'I06s1'oJ,;r ...,ould have 



W8 not retused, however, but a depoe1 t wa •. · exacted t<> 8CC\U"O 'tho payment or . 
" ' 

&pp11eantt s future bills. The uti11t,. does not Alleso that tho Ium. deJWl4ed 

we 1n pa;,ym.e.et ,or back 0111., MZl8 by the other corporation. The eomple.~t 

corporation" 'be1n8 tho CMl8r o! 'the :prem1sea sorvod·and. hav1l'l6 prOll;ltly :p&1cl. 

its ov.c. bills subsequent to the t1me it 'WaS reeosn1zad &5 a separate gas .eue

tomer, hao thU8 established ita ered1t and is ~t1t1ed to r&~sement tor 

the . ~epoe1t exacted .. 

ORDER 
--~---

A ilubl1c htJar1~ havins been held. 1n the fIobove ,entitled. caee,. based 

upon the t1nd.1%l85 end conclusions' exprossed ,in the f'orcgo1llg op1n1on" 

IT IS 0lI!mEBY .. 0RtIi:REI) tbat Southern Counties Ce.s Comp~ or Cal1f'O%'ll1a 

shall return the 0%l0 thoU8&:c.d dollars ($1,000) depos1 t ~ 'b,.. tho Patbt'1l:l4er 

Petrolo'WI. Cc~, and shall cont1nue to :render galS service to said Path1"1nd.er 

Petroleum. C~ At 1 ts re!1nc17 1n .accordance "J1 th d.otendant·. tiled rulee 

", 

hereof. 

.,. 

----------~~------~--


