
Decision No. -----

BEFOF..E '!HZ a:.!!.RO.A:l CO~~'1:~.sION OF 'l'HZ STATE, OF', CAlIFOR.\"IA 

or 

to :=cll to BICCS-~fEST, GRIDIZ.! 
VfATZR. DIST?.IC'!,' and o!lattel" 
to buycert..lin prop¢:"t:r 0: 

, SUT'rER-BTJ'l''l'E; C~J.J.. ' CO. ' 
, ..... . 

Applic:.tion Xo. '2~98 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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) 
) 
) 
) 
) -----------------------------------

B'{ Tim COlAaSS!ON: 

Bro'oeek, P'rJ.eger & Ha..""risor..~ by 
Theodore R. llt:!"Je'r 'tor, 
Suttel"-autte CAr~ Co. 

J. J. Deuol" ~or C..u.i!ornia F&.rr.l 
Bureau Feder~~ion. 

O?l!ZION - .... --.-.--

Suttel"-~tte C~ Co." a. eorporat.io::., engaged 'in t.ne bU3ine~:5 00£ 

CAne. Sutter Counties, a.~ks' .for Autho:'i ty to sell ~ portior.. .ot its water righ~" 

sndCistrioution :ljztcm teo 31ggs-'Vie::;t Gridley ·';;ater ~i:;triet" 'c'J, public " 

corp<>rlA:t.ion, which join:: ir.. the requost. 

~ public eorpor~tion orgl.~zed cUld. ¢Xi::tir.g tmd"r Q.nd byvil"tue o! the 

, Cru..ifornir.i 7:ater District Act;. that the la."lds within the YJ.Striet comprise' 
, ' 

an llX'e~ o!approximtely 30,000 ~el"es)' <:.nd. t~t during the five-ye<J.r period 



EF-A.25398 

4,56l acres have paid ~ ~erviee ~~aree only. Of the aere"ee irrigated by the 

Com~~, ;,$89 4cre:.Were p~~tedto rice, 2~402 to la~oclover ~d the 

oal$nce to other crop~. Theaveraze revcr~e derived from the ~crvice'!urni~he4 

irri6~tedby the Company, there were 4,027 ~crec t~hed water by landowner~ 

by 'Pumping !'rom well::, dra.in.s, slou..~~, o..~d other ind.ependent 30\1:'CC3 01' 

supply" It 10 expected th.lt the:c lIJ.ndo'?Jncrs woI,J.l take wator tro~ the Diotrict.· 

~d. thcreoj" increase its reVenues i"rom -o'Iater sales. The Ilere~e of lar.d!1 

that ~ve been irrie~J,ted at 011<:: tice or ~r.other witr.,1n the Di!trict area. 

t.otal 21,000 acres. 

Sutter-Butte C3l"~ Co. t\.tld. Eigg::.-West. Gridley ;'vater D~trict have 

agreed to the authorizat.ion o! eondso! the District £ollo~~ng an election 

held on December 21, 19~, tor the purchase of the properties owned. 'by 

t.."le Com~..J and described :I"."l, Ex.'ii~it "All attQ.ch~d to tho :l.pplic3.tion': 

for the :::'U!'ll o! $500,000 .. ' These properties include an tmdi"/1ded twent:r­

eight por cent (28%) in and to all o!thc' Co~Pt!."l;'::: 7:e.tcr right: . or! t.~c ' 

Fea:her River, re:>e::vine 8..'"ld. cx:luc!i.."lS, however, :;i1idCoap.o.ny':3 SU!'l$ct . 

, Pumping Plc.nt risr.ts tr.::l.t h.lve oeen or My be. :1.cc:.:ired ?Ur~uant to 

Application ~~o. l0529, filed Au.v;.st 22, 1942, ~·:.::.ter Department or Public 

"Iior:~, Di'Vi:;ion or ~l<).ter Rosources or the St.a.te of C~illorr..ia, tor pe~=ion 

to divert' SOO cubic feet per' seco:ld or una.ppropriato~ waters" or Fea.~ller " 

River. Othe:r property includ.es a.~ ur.divided twen:ty-eight .r.r cent (28%) " 

interest in and to the COJ:lpD.n;r':; :n.lin' d.<:lrl .'lnd di· ... ~rsion v/orl:z, and. other 

di~ersion !3.cilitie:Z at t.he Feather RiveT, to:;ethcr wit.h ar. undivided twenty­

eight. per cent (28%) or mair. e3Iltll !ronl zaid divcr,ion work."J to tht1 . head o! 

an irrigat.ion canal knoW%: a:: Biggs E:ct.cn::ion Ca.n.aJ.; ~so a.."l unc!iv:1.d.,cd. forty 

per cent '(40%) interest in and to· the Bi&gs Ex'ter.:::io:l. C~ trol'!l said mt.in 

carull t.o the ht:afi' of the ~lding Lateral, toeet.."'lcr with oth.:r lateral::, 
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::structures, buildings, rights-01'-way, etc.". ~longing to· the Co~y. and lyir.g 

within the boundaries of the District nnd neco5srll'Y to serve theland~ 01' :.a.id. 

District •. 

The concid.ero.tion !or the tr~£er· ot the properties is $500,000, 

Which i:) payable in bonds ot the District. These 'Will be revenue "oond3·and 

will ~a.r a.r.. interest rQ.te of 5%. honsion i:;. I:13.dc thAt payments ot bond.:> 

and interest will be made !rom one-halt of nll revenues trom sale and use 01' 

water tor· irrigation of lands . within the District, and" ~<i p~ents· "hall 

consti tute a. !irst Jlnd direct eharge and lien upon· one-l"..ll!· 01' ,tho revenue, , 

reed. ved tX'Qm such s.ules 01' 'W.l. ter. A service agreement will" also ~ entered 

into 'cy and. between the Co:pany o.nd the District similar to the existing 

agreement -- between the Cotl.pany ~d Richv31.e Irriga.tion Dist.rict" providing tor 

tho joint operation ot !~cili~ies, protection or water rigtt" etc., and tor 

deliv~ 01' wator 'by the Company tr.roue.~ the District' to ~ds _ out:;idet.he 

D~tr1ct boundolries •. \Jnder the toms 01' thiD .'l.grec.ment the Di=trict. w.Ul pa::y 

the Company an annual service c."l.a.rgeo! $10,000 tor a period. 01' -. twenty-!ive 

year, •. 

The tram!er 01' the portion3 01' the Comp.:l.nY'3 propertie3 vr.Ul 

re¢re an adju.stment or it3 'bQok5 and. a.ccounts to re!'lect the 'Withdr:l.Wal 

!'rom.c:ap:l:t.a.l.. the f'ollo~ Or~cr wiU proV':idc tor the til1r:.g of' copies 0: 

uch ~"lC!. every 'cook entry recording .the s:.le 01' said properties. 

Proteot ot the tran.. ... !er ""'.as mAde by ~.Franlc Bratten, one o!the 

. CompMyt ~ irrigation eon:n .. mers, on the I grounds t.h.:l.t the water' and wtlter right~ 

. ret&ined. 'by the Company 'W~~ not su!1'ieient to adeq,un,tely zupply tM lcln~ 

~.ich the Compa.rq 1:1 o'ol1eate<l. to serve. He statedtha.t the Company had sold 

26.65%0£ its water and water rieht~ to Richvale Irrigation :Oi~trict, wI"..ieh 

has a gI'03$ .are~ of 26,891 acres, and. naw pX'opo~cs to sell 2S% 0: w:l.ter @d. . 

. w~tcr right.'S to the B1w-"le~t Gridley Vl::..ter Distriet, wl:"J.ch h~ 3n area 01' 

approx:ir.D.tely )01000 acres, and which're=ulUi in a .sale 01' $4.,65% 01: wa:t.er 

4nd wa.ter r1ght~ that is applicable to 41% ot tb.., :3erviee' arca. . The rem.o.~ n; ng 

59% of th() area. w.Ul have a"fc:dlable only 45.35$01' t.'l.e'Water. "Mr. E# A.. Julian,·. 
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Pre::Jider.:t and l!3n3.eor or the' CO:lpany, te~ti!'ied th.o.t· the' rem.aini:lg ,:"creage to : . 
the Co::::paIJy consisted ot. orchar~, lll!:ll!a. and general crop~, which. did not 

require the qu3ntity 01' water that wa= noce~~ar.1 to grow rice. He tezti~ied 

th.a.t. !'rom. t.he Com.pany' z past experience he ~ za.tis!ied ~t there W~ 
", 

. ~u.f£ieient w.o.ter roteineci by tho Co::p..~ to supply the remaining area, parti-
. . . , 

cularly wit.h the Cl.ddit.io~· ~pply thc.t would be av~able trom the Suzwe't· 

Ptlmping Plant. Th.±, plant WfJ.!: ir.stalled in 1920, but ~ . only beenoperatee 

c1uring perioM or ceersency and water onortago. Ceruseque:ltly I the origin.ol 

right 'to take wa.ter !'rom. the river was revol~ed. However 1 a. renewal o!' the 

application ~ been made tor 500 cubic ::econl'i teet or ~ter. l!r .. Julian 

al:so sta:t.ed· t.hat Jl3 the er.aet :crr.ce ar¢~ 0: the Comp,,-'iY had never ~en 

establiohe~, th~r¢ Wa& ~o jU3titic.o.tion for apprehenzion or an inade~te . 

rcmir..ing supply tor the re=..:lino.e:- 0: tht: :;;crvice .c.rea. 

~ho\%ld be granted" 3ubjcct, however, to. the terms an~.conditions o!' the 

:rollowing Order: 

ORDER ..... --- .... 

S1:..tter-ButteC~al Co., a eorporat.ion, ha.ving applied to· thi.$ 

Commi3~1on for authority to tran~fcr ~ portion o~ its prope~~e~ to the 

B:\.gg,-We:;t, Gridley Water D~trict, "iVh1ch jo~. in the applica:t.ion, a. public 

heariIlg having bcon held. thc:'eon, the matter h.:l...r-r.g been $Ubmi:tted and the 

Comm1:!>~on being !'ully ~ed in the pretlises, 

I: IS HEREBY ORDERED that. Sut.ter-Butte Can;ll. Co., a. eorporation# 

be and. it is hereby mlthorized to t.rans!er to Bieg:;-1':cstGridley Water Di!Jtrict~ 

a. public corporation, tor tho ~\lm. 01' $500 ,000 tho:se c.:!rtain portion:;. 01' 1~ 

. public utility properties, water rightsa:.d other in-wrcsts descr:1.~ in ' 

zY-hibit "A,It a.ttached to thti:: application, tond 'by r~!"erence mde apart. horeof, 

~ubject to the follOwing conditions: 
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(l) 

(2) 

(5) 

Within ~ixty (60) ~Y:l al'tert.he exe¢1;.tion o£ thedeod. tr:m:s-' 
. !err1ng tlle a!oresaid. propertie3. to the 3igss-West Cridley 
Water Di3trict, Sutte=--~tte Cz..."l:Jl Co .. M..:l.ll tile with the 
Railroad Comcis~ion a e~rti!ied copy of 5Ueh deed. 

Sutter-Eutte canal Co. shill, rlthin zixty (60) d.ay~ ai't~ 
the :Jale or said properties, tiloe with the Railroad 
Co:m~sion a $t.at~ent shoW".ne the cb.te when it ceMed !.o 
d.eliver water to the t..re~=1t eM; ~BiW-' 
·iie3t C:dd.ley ~la.ter Di:t.riC~~~ ~~ ~ 

The comic.eration p~ic. tor :3.nd properties by Biegs-V/eot , 
Cridley r;at~r Di~triet. shall not be Ul"ged be!ore this ' 
Co:mnis~io!l. or ~ other pualic body ~ (l. finding or the 
value o! suer. propcrtie~ tor ~ pu..""PQ:::e ot.."ler tb.:l:l the 
tr~fcr herein D.uthorized. 

Sut.ter-Butte' c.'Ul.al Co. shAll file (d.th thi.:: Commission 
wit.h:i.n s1xt.7 (60) d..lj: ute:- the dAteo!' 't."ll! =,alc or 
said propcrtie~ a COW or each ~cl cvc,~.! book ¢ntr-"I 
reeor<"!ing the s~e or ::dd properties •. 

Within sixt~· (60) cl.a3-.~ a."'tt:r the tr::.nz! or of ::;aid, ;properti e:; " 
Sut.ter-311t to Cmll.il Co. shall rile wit.h the E..e.ilrO.::l.C 
Co~~ion ~ copy'ot 'the :;ervice or o~ratins nsrc=cnt 
between ::laid Suttor-Butt.e Ca."UJ. Co. and. i3iggl';-i1ost 
c;.rl.dlo~ ~:ator District provici!.nS !or th¢' control" ' 
replaccr.lent., ~:tn'tcna:lee and opcrc,tion ot the proportie~ 
o~'ncd ol%ld. ..:sed jointly 07 ::<l1c. Sutter-Butte Ca:lAl Co. 
Zlne!. said 13iegs-U.::st Grldl~ ";n.tcr District. 

be effective upon th~date tbp.reo£. 

, Dated'a.~ .. ~.d> , 
v&~ ,l94~, 

,.,' . 

, ' . , 
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