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BZFORE THE RAILROAD C01OOSSION OF THE S!'ATE OF CAlIFORNIA . 

In the 1.!a.tter of the Applicat1oa' or 
CO}sT.COUNnES GAS JJ.."DELEC'l'RlC OO}t?~'Y" 
a corporation" • for a. certificate that , 
publ1c' convenience' and. necezsi ty requir~ 
the !exercise, 01' So r1ght~ privilege' and 
fran.h1oe '1;.0. oeU' and. dist.ribu~ gl.l.S ,for 
l1ght, heat" power" and other purposes 
in the' County 01' Santa, Cruz. 

@ffif@f!#IJ£ 

Application No·.. 2$299' 

Bert B- Snyder" for Applicant 

:BY THE CO~ON: 

OPlr:ION' 
---~- ..... -

Coast COlmties Gas and El~ctric Company seeks aut.hori ty under Se¢tion 

5O(b)0£ the Public Utilities Act to· exercise 3. franchise granted by, the County 

o!'S&nta. Cruz permitting the co:.struction and. :nain.t~ance or,ga,:, trar~mi~"ion 

and di~tr1bution !.a.cili tie~ upon the public st ~et3" highw.a.y~ , .alleys , and waj'S 

or said County. 

The franchise referred to is one per=ti.tted .by the Broughton Act, and 

is tor a te~ or '1'ift.y, (SO)'yerlX'S. A tee ispa73-b1e at'..nuaJ.ly to, the 'COUXl~y 

equivalent to two (2) per cent of the gross an.."l'.U\l ~ceipts· arising from the use" 
. " .. ' " .. ' 

opora.tion" or' possession of "Bid rra.nehis~. '!'h~ direct cost to Applicant, in 

obtai.rdng tM.8.f;anchis'! i:Jsta.t~d to have be~ ninety !1ve and. 50/100 ,dollars 

($95 •• 50): 

Applicant hM tor many yea.r:; servec!. gas wi thin' the County 'ld:thout 
,'J. , 

eompetitionunder'two franchises previo~ly e;ranted by the 'County. , On~ o! :~::;" 

will expire in 194, and. the other in 1946" ar.d it is evid.ent that its request" 

tor a. certineat e to· exercise this !ranchi~e ,hould be grante~ .. 

-l~ 



e., 

;. publi<: h~a.ring having ,been held. upon the applic4tion of Coa.3t 

Counties Gas and nectric Co~anY' ~ the matter having been con:1de~d,andit 

ap~arin!:, to' the COmmis:lion and.' it being !o1.Uld a.s a. fact' that public con~ 
t'. ... 

venience andn.cessity so require, therefore, 

IT IS HERZBY ORDERED that. Co~t Counties Gas 'and Zlectric ,Company 

be and horeby is granted a.' c~rti!ica.te to exere~e the right? pri viJ.ege, and 

!ranchis~ granted. it by, the County of Santa CNZ by O:-dinancc No.' ~51~', a40pted ' 

August Z7, 1942, subject to' the condition, how~ver, that no ela.im of value: i'or 

zuch !ra.nchise or' t.he authority herein gra.nted in excess' of the actual. cost' 

the~of ~r..a.ll ew:r be made 'by grantee, i t3 suecessor~, or ~:5igM,. be.fore this 

Commission or betore any court or other public body. 

The e!.fective date o!this Order shall be the date hereo.f~ 

Dated. at San Franeisco, 

',.1 

.. ", ,t ' .• ' -2-," 
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A lieation NO': 2 m' - Coa.:rt -COunt.ies Cas and 'Eleet.r:re Co ,- ' 
" ._,,- ' (i.6.s. Sf!rv1ce in t.n~ COUnty 0 Sanu. 'cruz, 

" ... ,., . 

DISSmT 

We &:ent on the 1'ollOw1ng gro"Jnds:' 

(a) 'The ord.er 01' the Commise101l gr?nts the utility tta. certii'1eate to 

~.ereise th" rights~ pr1vileges .. and .1"ra.ncwe" grantel! ~y the county 01' 

Santa 'Cruz. . The ~gu&.ge and e,i"1'eet of the Commission'!' order is' unce~n 

and ambiguous ,and. 1'ai.U: to mc.ke definite whether an oper.lting and. scrvicQ 
/"'. c' 

certificate i!' grcl%lted. or 'Whether the Ccm."llission' 3 gr=ul.t ~, eonfin~d to the 

mere certi!1catiOll or,the franchise pemitting the occupancy' or ,$tX'el!t~~' roa.d=~ 

and highwa~ w1thOtlt conveying any opera.t1::g orserv.i.ce rightcand pd.:-iilegcs .. 

(b) The 1'r~chise grDnted.' by the poJ.j. tical subdi vieion pu~" to, gr:ult 

to the utility O~%'3.ting .o.nd service rights tor a -spee1:t:ied. nu::lber of yea.n 
, , 

(1'i.ftl" (50) yea~, i:1 O:rdin.snce No. 3$1). 'ffe think the authority to- mal<e ,such 

grants ot',opere.ting rigb.t~ is exelusively ve~te<i in this Commission and t.be " 

Comrris:ionshoc.ld not" by 1mpl1cat10n~ approve or certit:Y /J:Jlj" ",uehunlaw!ul , 

!ranel"~e provision or a. provision pert."o( ning 1» op<.9re.tion 'and. eontr.ary to the 

public interest. It has, been the CO~ion' s eone1:stel1t pol1C7, we :uncter.sta.."ld.. 

~ !:l.liceit$ grant~ 01' operating eerti!iee:te~ ot public convenience and'nece:;:;ity 
.. , " 

!c,'r' an indetermiMte period and. not for ~ rixed term. o! yea.rs and. thi!, we 
" , .",' 

tb1nk, is sound. poli.cy. If the order in this deeision i~ construec1~·4:ld, we 

think it my ~ t~ eonstrued~ a:I.::l. gre.nt 01' an ope:'a:tingcertifieate for a 

period. or !'i1'ty (50) years, the Co~sion' ~ policy is departed !rom. 

The3e poin~ anct others Mve 'been dis~ed at' some length in our 

iaE 'ws ;mR,ll.a., , ___ 
~z£r2item1;!iG , --1-- r' 


