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,Doc_sion Yo |
BgFORD = RAIZROAD COKNISSIOY TAT” 0: CALIPCRNIA

m the Matter of the Applica‘cion of SOUTEERN ) |
PACIFIC COMPANY for an order -abolishing cer- ) D
‘tain existing crossings at grade over the ) Application
tracks and properties of applicant at- the No. 2%80L
foot of Buchanan Street, Albany, California. :

" In the Matter of the Application of the City
of Albany by the City Council of sald City
for an Order authorizing the widening, alter-
ing, Improving, and partial re-location of an
existing crossing of a public road, highway
and street over the trecks of the Sous thern
Pacific Company, connecting two existing
portions of Buchanan Street, in the Clvy of
Albany, California.

Application
Yo. 23991
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B. J POULDS and 2.C. CPOCKZR, for Southern Paciric
Comoany.

JOSEPH J. Y. YOUNG, City Attorney, EH. c.. DYGART, c1ty
Engineor, and W..R. MeGECREGE, Councilman, "tor
the City of: Albary. ,

MORSZ ﬁR°KIN“ and E. 2. MEDIGAL for the Goldon Gatc
Turf Club. '

1OUIS J. EARDI: fo* Albary Chambo“ of Commoroo. |
EERNARD ABROTT, for Lcwis & McDormott.
E. 6 POSS snd ¥ . X. R:m.oms fo*‘ v‘sion of Highways.

DOUGLAS MOORE for the - officc of Xoyes &‘”rskﬁno, for the
Golden Gate Turf’ CIub it not for the Pocoivor.

3Y T2 COMMISQIOW.

OPINTION AND ORDER
REVOKING DECISION wNo. 360LL and WODIRVING DECISION No. 3LO078.

These procecdings were initiated in 190 vy *ho"ilins'of an
application by Southorn Paci ic Company to o ose (Applica*ion ho. |
2380&) end, by the City or Albany, to widen and improvo (Application
No. 25991) tho crossing of Buchanan Stroot with the main 1;no t“acksr

| (1)
or‘Southorn Pacific Company, Crossing No. A-10.67. | Arter sove“al

- {1) The crossing wasroriginally numbered 5-10'9-énd‘so Z8entified in
- prior cecislons.  Correction Iin the mileagoe.was reported to the
Commission in April, 191, and the propo" numbor is now - A-10. 67.
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‘hearings on the matv ters the Commission, on Apri’ 1, l9hl made its‘

o Decision No. 3h078 granting the aool_cation of the City of ' Albany

and dismi°sing the' Southe.“ .acific app’icat*on.. Although certain
; of the . eonditions of this orde* heve. beor carried out the City has"

‘not yet exercieed toe authority to widen and 1mprove the crossing.A

S Due to changed condi ions the Comulssion reopened tho proceedings on

1t3 ovm motion on Dccember 1, 19L2, to dooermine whether Decision No.
LO78 should be resoinded altered, or emended and further hoarings
were held vefore Examines Hall on Decexmber 16, 19142, and Ja.nuary 6,
19&5, the: matte“o being submitted at the atte. hearing. _
| Among the conditions Zn Decision Yo. 3ho78 referred to
above, was. one to the effoct that until such time a8 the crossing wes
improved ard protected as- ordered in the docision, bar*icadeo wourd
be maint ained across ce*tain private driveways in sueh o manner a8 %O
prevcnt the use of the crossing by the gpne*el public. Tnder- this
~provision the use of t ¢ ¢crossing was *1m_ted to trarrie o and from
seme tidelend oroperty owned by *he City and'used es a municipal
dnmp. Theoo barricadee were e*ec*ed -and althoush ehe crossing vies
‘not improved eo provided in tho COmmi«sion's order, its condition
was setiafactory for the traffie hevidg oceasion to uee it, end ohe
matte* of Its widening end protectron could bo lert optional with the
| ‘01ty of Albany. | - |
| | During the past yeor, howover, conditions heve mater‘ally
'changed o cennection with the war offort In which the United Steteo
Government is . now engeged oxtonsive Jbipbuilding yerdo woTe. con=
-,structed by the Ebnry J. Kelser Compcry Richmond, 2 Lfew miles to
the eest or the crossing with which we are: coneerned and an accﬂSS'
d.h s been co“structed by the Federal Government.which parellcls
*the SOuzhern Pacific trac&s in the vicinity of tne crossing.“ ”his

roed has become an importenx arterial highwey carrying many thous_nde
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. of vehiclos daily,_and‘it is no‘longor praotioiblo'to maintain bar-
_ricados or in any othor mannor Prevent thc use of tho Buohanan Stroot
orosoing by the gono"al pudblic. As a mattor of faot the croasing 13
now used by many vehicles transporting defenss workors between the
shipyards and an extensive roaidontial ~oct1on oaat of the railroad.
The crossing is narrow, rough, and extromely hazardous.
Rail trarfic amounto to approximately 75 trains per- day and in this’
' torritory, apeoda up to‘65 miles per hour and, for oertain trains,
a speed of 80 miles per hour is po"missiblo. Due to oztonsive war
1ndustries in the vioinity the railroad rinds it necessary to-uso
| parallol secondary main lines for storago purposoa and as'a rosult,
thc view conditiono are often badly obscured by standing freight cars.
Realizing theso naza*ds the Comm153¢on, follow ng the hoaring or
Docombor 16, mado an Interim Order on Decedber 22, 192, direct;ng
_ that the crossing'bo p'otocted by a hnman flagman until furthor order
of the Commission. | | ” |
The mattor is now rLrther comolioated by the construction
1n the 1ﬁmediato vioinity by Key uystem 2s. oporating agﬁnx of the
Maritime Comm_ssion, of a second doublo track oleotrically oporatod
-railroad for the transoortation of workers to: and rrom tho shioyardu.
These tracks will cross Budhanan Stroet about 200 foot to the wos. of
the Southern Paoifio crocsing and will oresont rurthor hazards not
‘on“y o the veh*oular travel, consisting *argely of qhipyard ﬂorker..
but alao to ﬁho passengers on this shipyard *ailway.ﬁlWhilo the
| crossing of. this: Mhritimo Commission railway wilth Bkcnanan St"ee LS
not involved in the pre«ont proccoding« it skhould o protoctod
although oerhaps not to the came extent as the adjacent Southorn
Pacific ~crossing. ” | -

At tho hoaring on Jenuary 6, l9h5, both the City‘or xabany

and Southern Pacific Company stated that tae oond_tion, 1n Docision
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% 'No. 3&078- under which the widening and improvement of the crossing
was. previously authorized vere sat-sfactcry'both as to the type or
protection and the division of cost.

| Southern Pacific Comoany alleges that,there may be sone
difficnlty in oecu“ing immodiete deiive*y of the autonatic gate
protection required In this Dec‘sion ang that 1t has on hand
flashing light signalc which.wonld provide & certain measu*e of
protection pending the compietion of the gate installtion.

We are. not convinced that che*e reed be any out of the
ordinary - delay in securing th ce automatic gates, and be’ieve that
the’ project shou’d p*occcd on the assumption that such protcetion ‘be
installcd. Antho*ity fron the Viar P*oducoion Board for the gates s
of course roquired but such autrority {s also nececoary ror the |
‘simple ’1ashing light in s.allation f"sgected. Aslide rrom tho ~ignal

self tho materials required for the two typos of installation are.
identical.' Control circuite satisfactory for che gate installation
| ahou’d certainly bo - satisfactorv for +he iigh oignal and as 2 lcct‘
*osort the latte* type possibly,supplenented by human rlcgman dn*ing
hours of pea? trovcl, could be subs ituted with 1‘ttle if cny erpenoe. |
| It 1s strongly urged thet evo*y elffort be made to conple.e
the widoning, improving, and protoctio of the crossing as proviously
uthorized._ While the crossing le temporerily protccted by a hunan
fiagnnn under the *equircnonts of o’xr Interim Order such protecticn
alone is not entiroly satis ectorv for trhis parti cular crossing, dut
pending the inﬂtallation of tno gate signals the flagmnn snonld b¢
‘ raintainod.
© hs.e vosult of the furth hec*ingo in this matter 1t i3
: found that in general the order previously entered in Decision Noo

5&078 should ve reaffirmed, but. sinco certain ninor adjustments cre

dosirebio.it«will be reetatoc. Hhc Irtorim Order (Decision No. 3604L)

qh-'
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will bé révoked énd\its pfov;sions 1ncorporatcd in the modiriéétion
of Decision No. 34078, therefore; | |

The above eﬁtitlédjépplications»having been tgppeped-fpr
further hgdring'énd”dctormiﬁﬁtion, and ého'matter'béingfsubmittéd

andVready_roi decision .
| I7 IS HEREEY ORDERED: |
T. Thet Decision No. 360LL, dated December 22, 1542, is

"‘horcby'revokad. | o |
| II. That Section I of the order portion of Decision No.
24,078, dated April 1, 19L2, is heredy modified to read as follows:

The City of Albany 1s herody authorized to
widen and Zmprove the croscsing of Buchanan Streot
with the main linc tracks of Southern Pacific .
Company ,Crossing No. A-10.67,ir accordance with
the plan attached to Applicatfion No. 23991.and
icentifleod as Zxhibit "C." The width of the road-
way west of the crossing anc between the crossing
of Buchanan Streot with the tracks of Southern.
Pacific Company and thosc of tho Richmond Shipyard
2allway, now under comstruction, shall be at least
60 foet. The crossing shell De coastructed sub-
stantially in accordance with Standard No. 3 of our
Goneral Ordor No. 72, except that thoe concrcte .
headways rccommended in such standard may be omitted.

The cost of preparing tho %racks proparatory .
to the Installation of the erossings shall be borne
one-nalf by Southorn Pacific Cozpany and ono-half.
by applicent. Two~thirds of the cost of paving the.
crossings shall be borne by the City of Albany and
onc-third by Southern Pacific Compony. _

Crossing No. A-10.67 shall be protectod by two
Standard No. 8. flashing light signals cquipped with
gate arms a2nd controlled by c¢ircuits s shown iIn -
Scaome 3 of Exhibit No. 9. .Plans for said signals
shall Yo gubmittod to the Commission for approval
prior to instsallation. The cost of Providing such
protection shall be borne by the City of Albany,ané
Southorn Pacific Company shall thereafter hear the

~cost of meintonance.. , o

 During periods of peak vehicular travel over
sald crossing, but only at times when 2 uniformed
traflic officer provided by the City of Albany 1s
Prosont for the purpose of dirocting traffic over
the ¢rossing, tho gate arms of +ho Crossing signals
oy o¢ mado inoporative. . , _ v

-
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~ Pernding the installation of the signals,as
herelin provided, sald crossing shall be continuously
protected by humen flagman. The cost of providing
sald flagman shall be borne equally by Southern:
Pacific Company and the City of Albany.

Within thirty days after completfion pursuant
to this order, applicant shall so edvise the Com-
nission In writing. This authorization shall
become vold 1f not exercised within one year, unless
time De extonded, or i above conditions are not.
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or -

modifled 1f public convenience, necessity, or safety
80 require. :

o all bther respects said Decision 3&078;13 ingfuli force
and effect. . ' R

- The effective date of this order shall be the date hefeof.

Dated at San Francisco, Cnlifdrnia,\:annary' A

£y
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