
3EFOP.E T~.i2 'P.AIL?OP~ CO~1:i:SS!Ot; OF TEE STATE OF CALIPO~"IA 

In tho Z,!.;r.tter or t=.e Inve:t1go.tio:l on t~e Com-.) 
mission '::, own :::lotion into the o.bo1is!'::l.ent or ) Case :~o. 4666 
Potroro Avenue grado cross1n~ 1n ?~c~o:ld. ) 

In the Matter ot tho APl'11ctltion .ot SO'OT!rE1U; , 
PACIFIC. COl~A~r.!, tor an Ord.er authorizing the ) 
abo.ndom:cnt. and. closing. of Il.."'l eXisti:lS c::,os~-· ) 
1r~ at ~~deorPotrero Avenue, or CO~"'lty Road ) 
No.9, and the SO'OTEER:r PAC:c?!C' PJ.!L.'=\OAD ) Appl. ~ro. 25381 
CO'J:EA~r.l in the City of· R!cmnond, near Southern ) 
Pacific CO!:lpa..."'lySttlt10n ot Stese "Contra Co::ta ) 
Cou..'"lty~ California. ) 

R .. S. l.rtERS"tor Southern Pa.cific Company 

T.:!OS •. M. CA..'::tLSo~r 1 City A ttor=.ey and 
:I. A. !r.cVI~IE, City Me.na.ger" tor City or Richmond 

E. G. POSS, tor Divi::1on or HignwsjS 

.:tr.C TKE: COMr,!!SSION: 

OPIN!o:r A~"'D OPJ)£{ 

Upon the recommendation or th~ Engineering Division of tAo 

Tra.'"l~portat10n Dopart~ent, tho Commi~s1on instituted a.n ~ve~ti

gatior. on its own motion: (Case ~ro" 4666, Novo:l."oo:- 18, 1942) ~ . tor 

thopur~o::e o~ deter.mining it, in·th~ 1~torest of public convenience 
.. ' 

a."'ldsa.tetj"~:1:.e crossing of Potrero Avenuo, orCountj Road ~o. 9, 
with the trAek:ot Southern Paciric Co~p~~y, in the City or Rich

mond" Cal1.!'o::'n1a (Cros:;1ng lro~ A-13 .. 5), :;n.ould be abolis11ed,ane. 

clo:::ed to public u:::e a.'"lc.t:-c.vel. Subso~uent17, SouthernPae1t1e 

Compa."'lj tiled an a.pplie~tior.. (Ap,lieat10n No. 2538l, ~ovcm'bor 20, 

1942), tor &."'l oreer author!z~"'lg the abandon=~ntand.e1osingor tho 

same cro:::s1ng. The two' ~tters wore eoneo1ida.ted tor hea.r!..~ 0.....,.<:1 

~ueh. heari:-.gs ",'/ore E:sll on Deco:::loor 10 and' 16, 



The road l:no'U:'). 0.: Pot:-ero Avenue" or C ou..."'l.ty Road !~ 0 •. 9 I 

Sout'~or'" -0"'0' "'1c CA ....... ..,"""~ ........ c·..... ~' ... r_~~nco .. ,,, "'!c1o~"",.' ~ ...... ~ ?otro~ .. 0 .... .. ........ .l.... "J_ .......... j ....... .... ..,. .;;.v _ ....... _ _'iii"" _ ....... _ 

Avonue W3.~ in cxictc:lcC :ir1or. to t::to' cor...:t:ouction oi" the Soutl"lcrn 

Pllcitie Comp~~j tr~ek:,but1: not now u~ce co a ~Ain t~orou~.tA:-C. 

?otroro A venuo D...'i.d. Cutting BO".llevarc.. vr.a.on tl'l.~ sl".ipj"3.:ods·· 'VIo:-e con

~trueto6.!.n JD..~Wlry, 1941, ?ot:-oro Avonue was u::od. to ::omo oxtent 

Cuttins Eou1ovard, sit~tod t:~oo-tonthc of a ~10 north. 

i: a rour-1~~e artcri~l hi~1~~Y lying par~llcl to the So~t~orn 

?o.e1tie Co=:.po.::::r tro.cks :'..ort:~or1,. ~ro~ :~loanY' . ~"'lc. tur:line lett I or 

." ." 

is bu11d1netho ?~c~~ond Sr~py~=d.P.~11wcy tor the ~~r1t~o Co~zs1on 

(2 track:), 1'0:£1.1101 to the 1.cco::: :to~.a. and loe:ltcd botween tho 

. Access Roo.e· o...."'ld the. cx1~ting Southern ?c.c1fic Co~po.ny tra.c!::s I . t11.0 . 

t:..nQ.or cO!'lstructior:. in tr.o v:i.c~.n.itJ o!?ot!"cro Avenue \'IC:tO;" tho 

-2- . 



railroad tracks And tbe access highway. It is ela1~oe by the City of 

.Ricbmond. tbAt the crossing shoule. remain opontoproV1de'aceosc to, 

Qndtro: t~~3 ~reD, particularly tor ~~e conven1enc~ ot$chool' , 

ch!ldr~n attending th~Stege School, ~nieh 10 loecte~ to the e4~t of 

the railroad on?otroro Av~nue, ~~d also ,to enable, rosident~ toro~ch 

tne ~us1ness distriet'in the viC1n1t1 of Stege. There iz evi~ence, 

however, tht:lt school children ere h~~.lee. ~y bus wh1ch ot prezent 
" 

~es a ere~o croscing a~~r07~~ate11 f.o~r-tenth5 of a ~i1e to the 

ZO""lth at Stege Station. 'Z'b.e ::'t'.,er!.nton~ent ·of se!'loolzto:;:ti~1ea, 

, howover, that, tn.:!.:; . bt:s would \!c c the ?ot~t)ro, A ve::.ue c rO! sing· if: 1 t 

were,o~~. 

With respect to tho use o! t~ crozsingoy resie.ents in' 

rea.ching the !lhopp1ng district" the shopping faei1ities in the 

v1c1n1 ty ot Stege Stct10n ore' oxtre'Z.ely11mi tcdanc.· not· such ,as to 

attra.ct any-great vol\l:'le of business. 'Th.ore wo".1d. 'b 0.30:10 use, ot the 

erO$s1~1n roaching bu::iness house: loe~ted along S~ Pablo· Aven~ 

in the vicinit:r of its intorsection -r.ith. ?o·troro Avenue. The l:1a1n 

business section of Rich:ond, howevo~, is loeato~ to the west or the 

rs,11road trsckz, and.' tl~a.t!1eto and. tro~ this section A..'ld. the Potrero 

Avenue hOtl!:ingprojoct ~nd. ~djccer.t di:tr1ctz has no occasion whnt

ever ~o 01"0::3 Sou~~ern Pacific track3 at Potrero Avenue. 

Potrero Avenue cro:sin~ cone1ste of s narrow, p~ved roadway, 

ap:?roxi'CB.tely 20 feet in \"l1c:i.tb. ~ving :l!J;>ro~chgraa.e3 ot t:l.inuz 1.7: 

per cent on the west :me. !T'.inus l7 per cent on tlle east. ' The crossing 

is : rough ~nd oxtre'Ln<)ly ha.Zl?~G1.0U$. The :-~11roo.d tracks Ctt this· pOint 

nre in Do cut poout seven f¢et bolow the stU"rourJi1ng grou.."'ld. •. '. Pi ve . 

trfJcks are ~.nvolved., two of v'hieh Dre b,1,sh speed. :lt11n lines, cnrry1ng 

s,prox1mately siXty trc1nz 'Oily. !n cd~ition there ore numerou: 

sW1tch1ng moves as the :tain Southe:m·?o.c1!'1c l'Jsc.,to the h~r'bor3nd 

~~th th~ ~c1nl1no1n the immediate' 



vie1n5. ty of the ero~sing.. A cou.."lt :lcde on Docombo:' 4th nnd. 5th· 

(E7.h1b1t l~o. 7) e.1sc1oZJ;;cl" such move:cn::s in 24 hou:-:::. Such OX-

tcnsivo usovri'11 'U!'l~oubtec;,ly continue th:'oug..i.out.'t~~"!~.r emergoncy. 

other wor industries, Southe~ ?~c1ric Co:pany cl~o tindsit nocos-
, ., 

cary to usc for storage !,"..:''O050S tho secoo.Cl.,qry. t:rf.l.ck~ '7lh.1ch 'cross 

Potrero Avenuo od.jocont on<!t on(::it!:l~': :1dco!' thc'tl~1n.11notrAckz • 
. ,. 

C~r$ st~nc.1ng on th6~e trtlck: ~rc:ctic~lly o"ozcure.the.v1ew::: in 0.11 

directions· Dna ~dC: much to the r ..... ~z3.rCl:l of the. ?otr~ro 'Aven\lo . erO$O-

.1ng. 

Whon the cro$s~!'lg w~::, i:l USO!) it preze:ltec1 ~··seriousmonace· 

to the $Iltcty of motor!:~::J. Ec~tbou..."d.· ~,utotl."_o'bile tro.t'i'ie' fro:n. tho 

sh1py~rc1.s -rt'S hi,~hly eO::lSested, vehicle z woulG. be stt='.ncl1ng on the 

tAcir turn to negot1cte~ position on Pu1~~.." tvenue, which is r. 
.. -0' 

through. crtery p",rr.llol to the tr~clt$ on the e~:t .. Since, the con-

struction ot the Access Roed ~c. the RieZ1o:ld S!~ipy~.rc3.R~11·"1t'.Y', the 

h~za.rc. at the eros Sing, it reeto::-cC: to "Xl 0 , wou'.ci "oe incrocsecl'. Tho 

fe.ctoro now confronting ~hc ':'llotori!3t '.'~lO ~·,o".!lc1 usc Potroro Avo~uo. 
,. 

cro~~L~g include congosted tr~ff1c on tho Aeco3~ Ro~~, oep~e1~11y 

traek.rci1wt'Yi the Southern ?f.'cif1c COtl:?cny t:,pcks loet'tod in ~·cut; 

the~t6ep grcdeec3t or th~ r~ilro~~ tr~cke c~dupon entering ?ull~n 

Avenue; a.nd the probleT:l. of wr'it1nS to get on p\;'ll~c:'l Ave':J.ue· :::nd. bnck-

ing up trcf:1c :tn 30 doing. Such tr~!'i'ic "r.o'!.':.ld noc~.:;:s~:'ilY' noed to 

. :tl".,ncl on the ::'l'.11::-o~,d t:'Cel-:C bec:-,ilse tho cppro!"en, dietMce from tht:! . 

. ne!'r tro.ek to Pul1e!0!".L Avont:.e is onlj c."oout 40 teet, or tho npp=,oy.i:ncto 

length or two vehicle s. '=hcro is (',r.. c.eute dro.ngor 01' n:uto:lob11c$ 'be-

eor.:1ng tr!'.,~ec:. on· the r::'l,1l::,o~~ trc.cks end. cr.'ucing ~. :eriouo cceieont 

in ccse 0: ('~ oncon1ng.tr('in. 

-~.- ....... 
" 



The conetruct1on of th.o ?ic!'lrrlon' !:lo.ust:'1~1 Access Roed. c.nCl 

its 10c~t1on being on the ~c~t or tho ~ny 51eeot tho rcilroc~'tr~ckz, 

hes obv1C.toC: the noco:::e1ty of crossing tho tr~eks 'fora l~rse'p¢rcent-
, 

cge o~' the zhipyC'rci. t:'o.!!ic. Tb.~:; c:'o s:;.:ng is c' ~.or~n1 te !J.~z~~ ~:u!'"-

ing the wr::: omorgeney t:'.ncl ::r..oula. 'bo elo~cd. 'O'ndoubtcdlYr". ecrt~1n 

degree of 10c..'11 objcct~'..on '~j.ll '00 oxi:::tont bcceu:lo: or the el03ing,. 

yet. tho inconvonienco oxperic:'l.cod ~ho',.lc1 'be con::iclc:-ee Co. neeozsz:j 

mef.'ts'l.U'O in the, j1.1C'Jiciou::l pro::ec'!lt1on 0: the V!"~r e:t'ort.. 'V..hethcr' or 

not 1 t sho..,.lCl. be !,errc.enently cloo cci. :h.t;>ulc1. be lott tor tut-ure c!eter-

:.in!' tion • 

It is hereby !o~~ ts ~ !~ct th~t public sntctY're~uiro$ 

the closir..g 0 i' Potr0rO I.vonue ero: c ir..g ':.'1 th tho tr~.cY..z . of Southern ?c-

t~~roc!tor, therefore. 

orizod ~nd Oirected to ~bc11sh by physic~l clo::ling, ~dth1n thirty (,0) 

d~.y: fro: the ~i'tcct1ve o.~.te of this orde:-, tb.ec7.1~t1ng·· crOSSing l't, 

grc.c.e ot·. Potroro Avon-.:e, (COu.'"lty ?o~d No.9)· ovor tho :lc1n11no trr.!ckz 

of th.e Southc:-n Pcc1!1c Co~~~.nj, Cro::inc; ';.ITO.' A-l;~S, in the City of' 

Richmond, neer Stoge Stction" Co~trcCozt~ Co~t1~ C~lit¢rni~, tor tbe 

durr.tion or the ,:r»ezont ...,o.rtj.:lC o:1crgcney nnrl ~or six months thore

Po ftcr" 0::- u-'"lt11 1'urthcr orc1.cr of the Co'C'Cl'lj.s 31 on,_ 

Wi thin thirty ~~ys c.ftcr G\'boli:!-Zlcnt ond elozing' pursu~nt 

to thie o:'cler" Southern P~ei!'ic COt!l.,?cn? sholl :0' c~vi ce the Comission 

in' V'l"1 t1ng •. 

The effective ticte of th~.s order :h~ll 'bo twenty (20) days 

from tho dnte herco1. ' 
Do·teo. ct;'D_~ul-. rr 1945

• 


