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BEFO?.E THE RAIL..'qOAD cm.lr,crssION OF TEE STATE OF" CALIFOIDo"lA: 

In the ~ttcrof the A~plication of ) 
LOS ANGELES & SALT ~CE':~~LnOAD ) 
COMPANY and its lessee, ~1:0N PACIFIC) 
F.AILROAD COMP~'"Y, for a..'l order direct-) 
ingthe physical. closing of crossings) 
at grade of 13th Street, 9th Street, ) Application:No.25'189 

,- and North ~rarket. Street, over the ',:) 
tracks 'of applicants in the city of ) 
?.i"lel"Zide, 'Cali:f'ornis. ) 

1~LCOtM DAVIS, for applic~nt$. 

MIGUEL ESTUDIlLO, City Attorney of ?~verside,and 
WALTEE·C. DAVISON, IvLayor of Riverside, protestants. 

E. F. CERISTENSON, for Railrcod Commission. 

BY T~~ CO~SSION: 

Los J~geles& Salt Lake P~ilroad Company anditz 

lessee, Union Pac1:f'ic Rc11ro~d Company, make applice:cion to the 

Railroad Co~iss10nfor an order d~eeting the p~~sieal cloSL~ 

( ~ )' or crossings ~t grade at 13th St:eet C:ossing No. ,3-:17.1, 

9th Street (CroSSing No. 3-57.4) and North ~~rket Street (Cross­

ing: No •. 3R-o .8) over. the tracl'"..s. of applic4!.nts in the city of 

Riverside. 

.A public hea:-1ng 'Yves held by Ey ..... ~"tiner G~.nnon at ' 

Riverside on October 22, 1942 and the ~ttc: ~~s submitted., 

The application alleges that none of the crossings 

in ~uestion ~~ immediately necessa~ and thnt e~eh of them 
. , 

constitutes 3.· hazard to the flo"17 of troop l:lovc:lcnts' anddet'ense 

materials'alonZ'said railroad tracks vdth Vehicular traffic· 
, , 

across 'said grade crossings. 
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Chief vdtness for cpp11eant was the,office er~ineer 

of Union Pa,c1f1c P.3.ilrond· Compa~ who test1!ied. i...'1. ~ s"ibsttl!lce as 

folloVls regarding the. t~..ree· cl"ossir.,es : 

13 th Stree,:t 

, The'tracks are protected by 3 st~ndard erossL~ 
sign and autor:w.tic vlig71ag. Stzocet, s'U:"f~ee is, paved 
ana leval and visibility ~~irly good between Union' 
P~eif1c end. Santa Fe trceks. Thirteenth Street 1snow 
blocked imcediatelyo~t.t of ?achc,pa Street·so there 
is no need for a crossL~ on the west. ~herc is ~ 
present d~~er of collis~.on 'bct~:cen vehicles and. trcins, 
which would caus e delay '~o t:-UillS. Milroac. cross ing , 
immediately procedes cntronc¢ to highway for eastbound 
veh1cula~ t~affic~nd hence is ~artie~arly hazardous. 

~ 

.9thStr~2.t 

Tho Union P~cific tracks enter Vino street on the 
south ~ido of 9th St~~ct ~nd thence continuo northerly 
along the westerly portion o!Vinc Street. ?~~~~0nt of 
both streets is good end crossing is protected b7 
standard crossi.."lg Signs :)!ld auto::mtic 'VTigwag.' On the 
'}lcst'sido of V1..'"le Strc0t the City r.as const!"l.lcted Do 
barricade across 9th Street whic~ probibitc any move~ent 
of through vehicular traff~c slong 9th Street across 
Union Pacific trac~..s. There is a hazard. to ver..ieular as 
Vlell as train traffiC on Vine Stre~t eu~ to feet that 
Union Pacific tracks enter V1neStreet on acurvc. W1g­
vmgs were installed because'of previous accidents at . 
that point. Proposal of applicant is to install barricades 
across Vine street south of the po1..~t where t~3~~ c!lter 
that. street and the east side of Vine Street across 9th, 
Street in order to lessen the hazard. 

North Mn!"};~t' StrCGt .. ' 

'North. Market Street crosses the tracks of the 'O'nion 
Pacific from the s,outh and over a steep grade, ~nd ' 
approach from north is elso. a fairly steep grade, with 
standard crossing signs. On the south side or t!lc righ.t 
of way Y~rket Street rur~ prcetically paral1nl to the 
tracks, then :r:w.kes a sharp Tight-hc.!ld' turn' U.' and·' across 
the tracks which ~re located upon a substcnt~al till. 
Due to stcc~ grade of a~,roac~ thore is a distinct 
possibility of vcr~cles stalling on tho tracks. The cross­
ing • is a ezngerous one. &'1. und.crp~s s is constructed ond 
in use at North Fc.1roou.."lt Boulevard, about t":70 bloc'Y..s west., 

Traffic counts for typical days showed tho following .. 

, results: 

13th Street - Trai:lS 
Pedestrians 
Automobiles 
Bicycles 
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18 
23 

and. tr'J.cks 72 
1l 



9th Streot - TrainS 18 
71 

,;lnQ. t r"lle }:s ll7' 

North Market. 

Po des tr1anz 
Automobile:; 
Bicycles 

Stroet -
SWitch mOV0~ents 
Pedes tria."lS 
Automobiles and 
Bicycles. 

35 

? -1$ 
trucks IDO 

9 

There was somo objection by ~rotoztant to the 

closir~ of the cross~~ at 13th Street pr~~ci~slly on the part . 

of local residents on the representationthzt~ch closing might 

inconvenience certain merchcnts ~nd othors. P:otestanttook the 

position that the 9th Street crossing c.ic~ n.ot eOl"'..stitute a haza!'"d, 

and that a barricade across Vine Street would ;re~'\~nt· traffic 

!:loving north and' south of' 9th Street· on Vine. The owner of an 

orange. :packing plant, located c short block <2.:,!:t o'! the :9roposed 

9th Street barricade, tcst:U'ied that the c10:1..% of th~ crossing 

would divert an abnormal 3!nO'U!lt of traf!ic i..'"lto So.nt~· Fe Averme, 

already:eor~ested ~th vehicles makir~delive~i0s to .~ 

estab11sbtlent. 

The major protest.~~s directed ~gcir~t the closing 

of' the North Ma.rket cX'o~sing. This. was "o:::sed on <f;hc thcor.r·· tbc.t 

'. the clos1r.e of zuch crosz1ng ~ould depri":e residents 1.1. the 'area 

of a· direct route to the o".lSiness center of" "'~he city of 

?.iverside a;'c a time when l'rivate trans,ort$l."tion is 'being 

restricted. A..1.other reason advanced ~'J3S the fact that. the C:-055-

1ng ~~d been available to residents of this section of the 

community for a long period of years. 

Giving duecor$ideration to thereeord in this 

~rocceding, we are of the opinion thst authority shoUld iSSue for 

the closir..g of the crossir..gs at 9th Street ar..d: 13th St:"eet. Both 
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of •• 25189 

• 
liil -.~ 

. these main-line crossings involve tr~nscontinental move~ents of 

troops and defense ~terials,and we believe it to be in the· 

public interest that they be closed. 

The crossing at North Market Street servez a distinct . 

neighborhood purpose. Its el1l:l1nation W'ould-1nvolve-a substantial 

incrca.se in m11cagefor residents of the southern part'of this 

area at a timo when every effort is bc1r~ exerted to avoid 

unnecessary use of private automobiles. Upon this record, there­

fore, it is concluded thnt applicants' ~equest to close the 
I 

North Market Street crossing. should be denied. 

IT IS-HEREBY ORDERED that Los A.~eles & Salt Lake 

P~1lroad Co~pany ~nd its lessee Union.Pacif1c Railroad Company are 

authorized to ef':f'cct1ve1y close the ex1st1n(: pu'b11cgrade 

.crosSings over its-tracks nt l3th Streot (CroSSing- No._3-57.1) and.· 

9th Street (CrosSing No.3-57 .4) jon the city of Riverside, 

California ~~til further order of this Comcissio~.-

IT IS FURX3ER ORDEP~ tbat the request for authori­

zationto elo~~ the crosS1ng~t North Markot Street (CroszL~ No. 

3R-O.8) be and it hereby is dcn1cd~ 

The effective date of this order s~lll_bc the date 

heroof. 

Doted at 

day of 


