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BEFOBE .TEE RAILROAD COlD.aSSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORl.'"ttA 

In the Uatter or the Application ) 
of SIEP&. RAILROAD COM?ANY tor, an ) 
order authorizing'it to, discon- ) 
tinue thepraetie~ o~ furnishing ) Application No. 25383 
pickupa.nd. delivery service a.t ) 
points on 1 ts line and to increase ) 
certa1n rates as a resul~ thereot. ) 

BY THE· COMMISSION:. ., 
Appearances 

E. J. Foulds and R. S. Myers, tor app11cant .. 
Al Twigg and Spurgeon Ava.k1an~ tor James F.' Byrnes, 

Director or the. Orticeot Economic Stabil­
izat10n and for Leon Henderson, Price Ad­
m1nistrator·o! the Office or Price Admin-
1stration •. 

OPINION 

By this application Sierra Ra1lroad Company seeks author-

1ty to discontinue pickup and delivery service at Jamestown, 
.. 

Sonora, Standard and Tuolumne. It also seeks.authority to 'amend 

its tar1r!s (1) by canceling rates tor the service proposed to be 

discontinued and (2) by maY~ng other reVisionsnecessary'to main­

tain its present rates for depot service. 

/,. pu 'blic . he·a.r1ng . was had at San Franci sco . 'before Examiner 

Mulgrew .. 

Applicant f S general :nanager testified" that virtually all 

of the tre1ght or1g11la.ting s't the pOints involved in this proceed-
. . , 

ing moves in'carload quantities and thatth1s carload tr~r!ic'does' .. 
not ,require pickup service ~ In regard to delivery service at', 

Jamestown and' Sonora~ heest1ma~d' thata.pp~1matelY 6'0 per cent 
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of the treight requ1r1r~ this 'service is handled bylocal'draymen. 

Zhese draymen, he cla1c.ed, can accommodate the balance of the 

freight now accorded delivery service by the applicant. The wit­

ness stated that at Standard and Tuolumne'there,is little, if any,' 

need for delivery service. At the former point, he said, Picker"';' 

ing,Lumber Company, the operator of the 'mill which is the com­

munity's'sole industry, would provide its own delivery service; 

and at the latter point, he stated, delivery service woUld be pro­

v1dedby the applicant's agent Viho is also a localdrayman. 

In rendering 'pickup and delivery service app11ca:o.t.ope:r­

ates 2 trucks. Thes~ o~erations assertedly require the assignment 

of 2 men to the service 1n question tor the greater part' of. each 

working day. These men, applieant'sw1tness,test1fied; are badly 

needed for'fU11-time work essential to the t:1a1ntenance:of'adequate 
, . . ' . . , 

railroad, service and would be so empl~yed upon approval "of the pro-, 
1 ' 

posed,discont1nuanc~ of the trucking operatiOns. Such approval, 

it is claimed, would alleViate applicant's criticalmanpower'short-' 

a~e and at.the·same time conserve gasoline and ru'b"oer. 

Patl"ons of applicant's pickup and delivery service have 

been notified ,of the proposed discontinuance of that service. They 

have offered no objection thereto. As a.l:latt~ of fact, a'large 

number or them have stated, in writing, that el1m1nat1on of the 

service would not inconvenience them. 

Ccunsel for,' the' Orfice of Price Adm1n1stra tion asked that, 

th~ COmmission consider whether the granting of the'application 

would actually save gasoline and rubber and whether interested 

1 '!he witness explained that applicant normally employs, 75" ::len; 
that it is not able, under present cond1t1ons,·to·h1re the number 
or men it needs; and that only 44 are now employed .. 
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shippers would experience increased transportation co~~s asaresult' 

ot'the,d1scont1nuance of the serv1ce1nvolved. 

It appears that the proposed discontinuance or service 

woUld make' a contribution towards the conservation or gasoline and 

rubber. " Applicant wasu.."lable to su~ply de1"in.1 te information relat­

ing to the eharges'm4de by the draymen. However, the ~act'that these 

draymen 'now handl~ more freight tha.:l does the applicant 1n' its pickup 

aJ:ld delivery serv1ce tends ,to show that the proposal is ,not object-

1onablei"rom a rate' standpoint. There is no indication whatsoever 
" . ~ I ' 

that'tbe public would be adversely arfected,br the el1mjnation or 
the service in question. 

From the showing made it is reasonably clear ,that appli­

cant's pickup and delivery operat1o:c.s do not provide,an:essent1al, 

transportation service. On the contrary, it seems ev1de:c.t:that the 

communities involved would be adequately serve4 by the com'b1ned-rail-
, ' . 

" , 

road a!ld' drayage operations. The application Will' 'be granted ... 

Bas~dupon 'the evidence otreeord. and upon the conclu­

sions and findings set forth in the preceding opinion, 

IX IS EEP~Y OP~ERED that the above entitled application 

be and it is hereby granted. 
.' . 

, " 
, .' 

This order shall become effective twenty (20) days from 

tlledate hereof. 

Dated at San FranCiSCO, 

February, 1943. 


