
Decision No. 36274 

:BEFOBE THE RAILROAD co~ass ION' OF TRZ' STATE OF CALIFOPJ.;jA", 
, 'Il'rr",; ~ , , 

W 11/;1 iii:) // 
~e t~~~~ie~Ig~ ~P~~;~~i~~ of ~ iJ u (IJJ/h,~# ft f/, 
corporation of the-County of Tulare,) " I!lIfiJ Ii 
State of California 1 for permission) Application No. 25386 
toeonstruet a ~ubl~c street at ) 
grade, across-the tracks of the', ) 
Southern Paeif1c Ra1lroad Compa:y. ) 

E.I. FEEMSTER, ,City 'Attorney of Visalia, for 
applicant. , ' 

R. s. ~,'for ,Southern Pacific Compal)y,. 
protestant. ," 

BY THE' COMMISSION: 

.Qlll!l..Q! 

The City of V1s·alia,a mun1c1pal:eorporat1on, 'has' 

applied for authority to construct a pu·olie street, known as 

Jaco'bStreet,' at' grade acros~ the trackS of the Southern Pac1fi~ , 
Company •. Southern· pac1!'i~ Compar.y protested th~ 'irant1rlg of the 

app11eat1onanda public hearing was held betoreExam1ner Gannon 

at Vis,alia on March 4, 1943 .. ', 

Visalia is, located in one of" the agricultural district!" 

or the San Joaq'll1nValley.' From ~937 to the present time there 

has been a marked increase 'in pOl)ulat1oh" especially since the' 

commencement ot' the war. This· fact, together' with ,the' 

, esta'b11Sbment of" '0'. S. Army Air Fields. in the, vic1n1ty, ,and the 

advent or certain war industries in the community, has' caused a 

hOUSing'shortage and encouraged the development·· or dormant" 

sections,ot the city. 

"Xllere,are few north and south through. streets in 



'e 

Visalia, eS:Pecially in the northwestern section; and of ,these 

Willis Street carries the burden of traffic. P~ide fromoeing 
',' 

one of the main traveled routes to tl'le commercial and business 
, . 

section, it is used bj school students to a cons1derableextent 

and is also' designat~ as ,.:;l truck route. It is alSo' 'one or the . 
, , 

dir~ct routes'to Sequoia Airfielc:., loco-ted about eightm1les, 
," • " , I 

north of' Visalia. The nearest through street west ot 'Willis 
, , 

Street is Divisadero Stree'c,"I1hich is:approXimately .1' ot 3' mile: 
. " ., , . " . , 

diStant. The territory between WilliS and Divisadero Streets 
" ,- . 

north ,of Southern Pacific Compa~'s tracks 'and extending beyond 
• • .' I 

the' city limits' has developed to the extent that 'it' now eom-" 

1'1"15e5- more than 20 per cent of the entire' populat:1onof' 
, , 

Visalia.' In keepiDg With such development the nccess1tyfor 

another tiu'ough street has' .arisen. The city of Visalia has mode 

plans, to extend,' open, and improve Jacob Street, which lies 

parallel to and ,about .3 of a mile west of Willis Street 'and is 

loea ted· between Willis and D1 visadero' Streets. '. ,At present·, 

Jacob,Street extends southerly f'ro:nthe !'lor.th city 11:l1tsto 
"I ' 

Grove Street, from which point it is closed for. about 1~400, . 
.. . . , 

'. ',', 

:feet, resuming again at School Street' andcont1nu1ng' thence 

southerly'to the Union Blgh School locatod on West MalIl Street. 

The city plans to open the closed portion from Grove Street to 

School Street, crossing Southern PacifiC Company's track 

immediately north of School Stroet. 

Xhc,record discloses that the opening of Jacob Street 

would gro~tly Qenefit tbo school population otthe,north and 

northwest sections of Visalia. ~NO elementary schoolS"thc H1gh 

school, a.nd the Junior Colle go would be ofi"cctod. ' It1s necessa~" 
" ' 

for chil~en living south of· the railroad' tracks to "3ttend .an 
. . ,. . 

ele~entary school located north or tho tracY$,and:!or students 
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living 1n the north and northwezt sectioI15 to attend' Junior High 

School, High School, and. Junior College located: south or the'" 

railroad tracks. If Jacob street were opened 1t'would'retduce 

the distance trav~led to and !roc school tor a cons1derClole ' 

n~beror'students, and it would also contribute to the'1rsai"cty 

in;traveli~ back and forth.~ It would J,:lrovide another north and 

south' cros s-town street' direct to the Eigh School.' " Many .'" 

" children' ride c1icycles to and. frot'l. school and travel ' on Willis 
, .'" . 

Street which supports heavy traffic. Opening Jacob Street woulc 
I 

afford tbe children an alternate 'and safe~ route • 

. , 

In addition to the benefits derived by the' public 

schools were Jacob Street to be opened, it was po1nted out:at t~e 
, ' 

hearing ,that the 'J~co'b Street extension would tend to divert , , 

traffic trom Willi::> Street, ,thereby relieving the congestion on 

Willis Street which is daily becoming core a~te. Also" the 

school Recreation Park and Athlet1c Field, located immediately 

south or Southern Pacific Com~any's tracks on Jacob Street, is 
, . 

used cy,townspeo:9le as well as students, and the Jacob Street' 

crossing would be utilized advantageously by them .. , In the 

absence of a crossing-at Jacob Street certain north and south 

crosstown traffiC, including' school children, l'-..a.ve used a road 

through the Visalia Cemetery and thence on Giddings Avenue. This 

is a narrovr road'WaY notconstrueted 'tor heavy' traffic, and, ' 'being . 

on private property, may be· closed to-public travel at.any time. 

Southern Pacif1c Company opcrates itsVi5alia-Branch 

through Visalia, at about r:tght-angles. to J'acob Street. The' 
' .. 

opera t10ns over the railroad average one freight,' train ~er" day 1%:. 

each direction, and tile speed is relativelY sloww1thin theeity 

li:n1ts'of Visalia. 
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In View of the existing conditions the opening of 

Jacob Street ncross tho trac~~ ot'8?uthcrnPac1!ic Compa~ nppe~rs 
. . ' . , 

to 'be a mea.sure commensurate with the growt.h and development or 
• • • • . I 

the. city of Visalia, and the applict\t10::. will' thcref'ore"'be 

grantec.~, The ope.ni."'lg of the ero~S1ng should 'be ... contingent upon 

the impr.ovement of Ja.cob street as'a t~oughetreet; aDd'the' 

follovring order 1/111 so provicle. 

O ';:! D .... ':=!' ... \0 1"'.. _,-" -- ..... _=- ... 

A public hearing ~vinz been held in the above-entitled 

matter and,the Comm1ssionoeing duly adVised, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED t~t the city of V1st\11a is 
.- . . 

, authorized to construct a pu'bliC street, known 'as Jacoo:Street, 
.. , 

at grade across the tracks of SouthcrnPacif1c CompaDY at the 
,. 

location described in the application and as shown 01 the map 

attached theroto. Said crossing shall 'be identified as Crossing 

No. BAC-2;2'.4~. The authority is'granted'subject to the 'follow

ing 'conditions: • 

.. ' 

(1) Applica.nt shall ooer the' entire. construction cxpens<: 
" 

as well as maintenance costoutsido'o! lines two feet outside of 

rails. Southern P~c1fic Company shall 'bear ma1nter~co cost 

be'cween such lines. Wiclth of c!"ossing shall 'be not less than 66 

feet· and grades of approach notgteater than two percent. 

Construct1onshall 'be cq~l or su.perior to St3nd2rd No.' 2 of; 
, " 

, . '. 

Protection shall b0~J three St~ndard No.1 

crossing signs,' (G.O. 75'-B). Ph1s1cal' obstruction to tho view of 

the c;~ss1:lg on' the' southVTest corner.' shall' 'be reduced :;u!fic1cntJ.:,:' 
, . 

to . provide. an unobstructod view of ~he,. ~,ossin~: for Co distance of 

at l~ast one hundred feot. 



.(2) , Within thirty days. after '. completion" pursuant ,to this 

order, applicant shall 'advise the CommiSsion in vJr1t:tng' of such 

completion. 

(3) This authorization is contingent upon the opening., 

extension, and ,improvemcntof J~cob Streot: 'by the' c1ty'Or',·, 

Visalia, as outlined' in thc~ D.pplieation, and shall' become void 

if not cxcrc1see W1tr.d-~ono year froe theeffcct1ve'date o!this 

order; unless the time be extendod or it above cond1t1onsaro 

not complied With. Authorization ~y be revoked or mod1!1cd 1! 

public convenienco, necessity .orsafoty s¢.requiro.' 

The ,effective' date ofth1s order slwll'be':the date 

heroof. 

Dated at San Fr~ ncisco, California, thie _ .... ~~, ti.._:oo.._ .. , day 

0:£ _ ..... ~~ ....... ~ .... J_-__ 
,U ' 


