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.BBFOBB HE m:mm.comnss:ox OF TEZ STATE oF CALJFOPWA
In the Matter of the Applicatien of
the CITY OF VISALIA, a munieipal

- corporation of the County of Tulare, " 5 /

)
%
~ State of California, for permission ) Application Vo. 25386
to .construct a public street at )
grade across the tracks of the: . )
Southern Pacific Railroad Compauy. )

E. JTe FEEMBTER, City Attorney of Visalia for
applicant.

R. S. MXERS for Southern Pacific Company,
proteotant.‘

. BY TEE "comss:om'
" QPIXIOX

| The City of.Visalie; avmuuicipal'corporation;‘hao“"
applied for authority to conotruct a puolio street known as
wJacob Street, at grade acToss the tracks of the Southrrn Pacific,
Company. Southern Pacific Company protested the granting or the
appl eation and a publio hearing was held berore Examiner Gannon
at Visalia on Mareh 4, 1943

Visalia 15 ‘located in one of the agricultural district°
of the San Joaquin.Valley.‘ From 1937 to the present time there

",hao been a marked increase in population, especially since the'

. commenoement of the war. This fact together with the :
\establishment of ‘U. 8. Army ALir Fields in the vicinity, and the
adyenr of certain war industries in the community, has cauued 2

| houaeng shortagc and . encouraged the development of dormant
sections of the city.

vThorefare_few“uorth and south through streets in

.
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i Visalia, especially in the northweotern aection, and of tnese |
Willis Street carries the burden of trarfic. Aside from being
,one of ‘the main traveled route° to the commercial and business
section, it Iis used by school stuaents to considerable extent
and iw also designateo as . trucb route. It is also one of the
direct routeo to Seouoia Airfiela, located about eight miles
north cf Visalia. The. nearest through ereet west of Willis _
Street is Divisadero Street, whicb is . approximately .7 of a milel'
distant. The territory betveon‘Tillis and Ds visadero Strects |
north of Southern Pacific Company's tracas and cxtending beyond
' the city limits has developed to the extent that it now com-;
prisea more than 20 per cent of the entire population of |
Visalia. In keeping with Such development the necessity for
another through street has arisen. The city of Visalia hao macde
plans to ertend opea, and improve Jacob Strcet which lics
alparallcl to and about o3 of a mile vest of ﬂillis Street nd is
located between Willie and Divisadero Streets. At present
Jaoob Street extends soutncrly from the north city limits to
Grove Street from whica point it is closed for about l 400
l fcct rcsuming again at School Street and continuing thence
southerly to the Union High choo locatod on West Main Street

- . The city plans to opcn the closed portion lrom Grove Street to

School Street, crossing Southcrn Pacific Compaay’s tr
immediately north of School Stroct.

Thc record dis closes that the oecning of Jacob Street
would greatly bonefit tho school population of the. nerth and _
_‘northwest sections of Visaliz. ”wo clomcntary schools, “the High
School, and thc Junior Collegc‘would be affcctcd It is nece sary

for children living south of the railroad tracks to attend an
_ elementary School located norta of thc tracks, and ror studcnts

e




Ae 25386 ~ GN

-’living in tne ncrth and northme°t sections to attend Junior High

School, High School, and Junior College located oouth of the

: railroad tracks.. I£ Jacob treet were opened it would reduce

the. distance travelcd to asd fron school for a considerable

, number of tudents and it would also contribute uo their safety

in traveliny back and forth lt would provide another ncrtn andf

- south croos-town atreet direc* to the Elgh Scnool.‘ Mhny |
.“childrcn ride hicyclee to and f*on cnool and travel on Willla

Street whicn nupports heavy traffic. Opening Jacob Street.woule

afford the children an alternnte and s fer route. [

Ih addition to the benefits derived by the public
schools were Jacob Street to be opened 1t was pointed out at thef
‘nearing that the Jacob Street extensicn would tend to divert |
traffic rrcm Wi114s Street, ‘thereby relieving the congestiou on
,Willis Street which ia daily beconing nore acute.\ Also, the
school Recrea*ion Pars and Athletic “ield locateu imnediately
south of Southern Pacific Company s tracks on Jacob‘Street is
used by,tounspeople as well as students and the Jacob Street
croseing would bevutilizedvadvantazeously by them.  In the
absence of a crossing at Jacob'Street certain north and south
crosstown traffic. including aChOOl children, have used 3 road
through the Vioa ia Cemetery and thence on Giddings Avenue. _This
is a narrow‘roadway not- constructed for hecvy trarfic and being

'on private property, may - be cloaed to- public travel at: any time.~

Southern Pacific Company opcratee its Visalia Branch
through Visalia at about right angles to Jacob Street.‘ The -
_operationa over tne railroad average one ’reight train per day 1y,
,each direction, and the speed 1s relatively slow within the citv
limits ol Visal.a.
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_ In.view of the exis ting conditions thc opening of |
"Jacob Stroet acToss the tracks of ooutncrn Pacific Compary apnears
- %o be a measure commonSurate with tho growth and devoﬂopmonz of

~ the city of. Visa ia, and the applicatio- will therefore be
grantod, Tho oponing of the crossinu should bo conxingenx upon
the imurovomenf of Jacob Stroct 2s'a tnrough street and the

vfollowing ordor vill 50 provice.

A public hoa*ing navin0 been held in the abcve-onxitled'
matter and the Commission being Suly advised,

| | IT IS HERERY ORDERED that the city of Tisalle ;L‘
:;auxhorized to construct a public street Xnown 'as Jacob Stroet,
at grade across the tracks of outhorn Pacific Company at the

. location described in the aoplication and as. shown by the map
attaoned theroto. Said c*o sing shall ve idenxifioa as Crossing
- o, BAC-252.4-.. The aut? oritj 15 granted’ aubject %o thc i‘ollow- .
ing conditious.

| (1) Applicant shall ar the eatire’ construction oxpeasc
as well as maintenance cost outside of lines two feet ouxsido of
rails. Southern Pacific Comoany scall bear maintenancc cost
betweea such lines. Width of cross s ing shal’ be not less than 66
feot and grades of app”oacL not g*eator than two por cent.-
Construction shall be equcl or supcrior to Standerd No. 2 of '
.0, No. 72, Protoction chall be Ty *hroe Standard ho. lfi, |
'_crossmg signs (G.O. 75-3). Physical o'bstruction to ‘tho view of
the crossing on the southmest cornor shal’ bo roduced sufficientL
to provide,an unobstructod view of thc crossing for distance of
at leasf'ouo_hundue& feot,

-
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(@) "-’:Lthin thirty days aftc. completion pursuant te t‘eis
order, applicant ohall advise the Commission in writing of such

_complction.

| (3) This authorization is contingent upon the opening,
extension, and . improvement of Jacob Street by the eity or
-Vioalia, as outlined ir. tne application, ané. shall become void
i< no* exercised Withim one year from the effectivo date of this

K ordor unless the time ‘oe ex‘aended or if above condition,s are

net complied with. Authorizatioe m3y be revoked or modified it

: publ:!.c convemience, neeessity or safety so. reouire.
o The effee‘cive-date of ‘this order shall'be'?the date
heroof. | | o

-
Dated at San Fre ncisco, Cali;ornia, thie é “ éay

of _ Q«ggd ' , 1943.
&Mﬂm" :
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