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BEFORE THE RAILEROCAD CONMNMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Investigation on the Commission's own motion )
into the operations of ralilroad corporations )
to determine the sufficlency of maapower avall- )
able for the efficient and safe operation of )
thelir facllitiles. )

R. E. WEDZKIND, for Southern Pacific Company.
LEC E, SIEVERT, for Santa Fe Rallwayl Companye.
« We DOOLING, for The Vestern Pacific Rallrocad Company.
. Z. BENNETT cond E. C. EEXVICK, for TUnlon Pacific
Rallroad Compeny.
ZARRY SEZ, for the Zrotherhood of Rallrosd Trainmen.
N. D. PRITCEZIT, for Order of Rallroad Telegrapners, et al.
T. J. PINNERAY, for the Brotherhocd of lalintenance of Way
Employecs.
J. J. DEUEL, for Californie Farm Bureau Federstion.
G. F. IRVINE, for the Brotherhood of ILocomotive Firemen
and Enginemen. |
IYIE DUFRANZ, for State Leglslative Committee of the
Brotherhood of Rallway Steamship Clerks,
Irelight Handlers, Zxpress and Station
Zmployvees.
REVNOLDS, for Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers.
ORN, for System ZPederation, 11, of the Rallway
Zmployeses Depariment.
and J. H. VASSERBERGER, Stete TFepresentatives
of the Order of Rsllway Conductors.
J. Yo INUVAN, for the Rallroad 3rothernoods.

BY THE COMNMISSION:
INTERTV OPINION AND ORDER

For the purposes ol this interim opinion and order pend-
ing further nearing in thne procceding, we need not indulge In an
extended discussion of the facts leading up to the institution
of the investlgatlion nor of the evidonce thus far adduced. After
the evidence 1s In and the case suomitted we Intend to review the
recorcd anc make such finding of fact and conclusion and such furtaer
order or orders as mayv taen be warranted.

Wnen the four majfor rallroads operating in this State
proposed helore the Leglislature an amendment 4o the full erew law
contained in Section 6902 of the Labor Code so as to Suspend the
anplicatlion o certaln drovisions of that law during %he continu-
ance of thoe war, the Commission was Importuned to institute the
above entitled proceeding for the purpose of inguiring generally

into the suffliclency of manpower avallable for the operation of

-l




trains. Subsequontly, the Leglclature, by Chapter S86 of the Laws
of 19L3, conferred upon thls Commission authorlty to allow varia-
tions from the requirements of subdivisions (e), (£) and (g) of

the law, these bheing the provisions relating 4o the omployment of

more than two brakemen on freigzt trains in excess of L9 cars in

length upon *t==i=s of varlious gracec.

The rall carxiers thereupon filed petitions with the Com-
mizslion sceking complete rellel Irom each of sald provisions. IZvi-
dence was recelved at many days of hearing both before and after
the Commisslon was given speclfic legisletive nower to authorize
such deviations from the law. The carriers! petitions were vigor-
ously protested by the four rallroad brothertoods. At the close
of the hesring on June 25, an adjownment was teken until a date
to De set.

During the course of these nearings the Commission was ad=
vised of conferences first held between thc carriers and their en-
ployee representatives with the hope of agreelng upon a plan to
e submitted to the Commission whereby come deviations from the
law could be permitted upon & trial basis'pending o fincl subnmis=-
silon of the matter. Unfortwmately, 1t appears that the parties
are not sulfficiently in agreement to obviate the necessity for
further and extended hearingt. Ironm the evidence presented to
thts date the Commission cannot find that the carrlers' petitions
should bYe granted in full. The record contalns ampls evidence,
nowever, that some Lmmediate rellef sahould be afforded the carriers

-

from the observance of the Laflexidle yprovisions of the existing
law. It 13 our opinion that the suggestion made by the representa-

tive of the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen ooints the way $0 an




order which we now propexr : ending the completion of the
hoarincse.

AD ofa de oF these employee organizations
that the carriers be relisved m observence of the provicions of
{e), (£) and (g} of when the 3 mnber of brako-

men are not actually avallarle t0 meet the roa Lrementc of those

-

provicions. Althougn tho cmployees dispute the carriers' asscertlion
of o genersl chortage of oreiomen, they concede that the furtherance
of the war effort demands that no traln elaved because of the
want of the crevw req ired dr (e), (£) and (z). To thiz pronosal
the lers . isputes o certalin to arise an to when

the reg Kemen ! 2.1ly availet This may

e e e W) ua J

08 TTue, Tuv 18 no o sening 2 tom-

poraryv order =~ of ITrom tihe penalties lmposed under

the existing law I hould o necessarxy for thom to operato
tralinsg witaout reguisite crews.
In the order hereln made we sh ‘ ttompt Te sat foridh

the conditionz undex which mon ol lee valtlable.

-

walch chelc ‘ Jae employees,

-

%8 g T oen 7ed ar woll as actually applied

chom respecting €

expechs both
roasonable offo
number of tralnmen avallsbie to onarat

.

fornia in accordance wisn Yo} vhe full crew law.

tn
T0 be kovt Informed of the
recults wnder this interim order, and will serubtinizo
thaclr causes and te waat extent tralins

muneer of Wralkemen.
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o Co - noving rl L thus
precgeonted In thi . 3 of Southern

-y

Paciflic Company, Santa Fe Rallway Company, Western Pacific Railroad

-

Companw, an€ Unlion Pacific Rellrocad Company, and beinz of the
opinion that 1t Iis 58 and proper that cuch action be taken;
therefore,
IS OPDZERED that =ald railroad corperasions and each
ol them be and heredy arc authorizod, pending furthcr girection
by thic Commlasion, to doviate frox any provizions of sub-
divizions (o), (£) and (g) of Section 6502 of the Iabor Cods
whenever and o rothat 1t 1s deemed reacsonably
necessary to : Seaus £ the wnavelladbllity of the
the oparation of a traln or
roady for departure from a terminal station.

11 become effective lrmmediataly.
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