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Decision No. ______ _ 

BEFORE TEE RAIL.'qOAD COM!I:ISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
the COUNTY OF SAN BERN:1rnINO for per- ) 
mission to cor~truct a crossing at ) 
grade over the tracks of the Southern ) 
Pacific Railro~d in the vicinity of ) Application No. 25;44 
the easterly city li.'T.its of the city ) 
of OntariO, County of San BernardinO, ) 
state of California. ) 

DONALD S. GILLESPIE, Deputy D~.St71ct Attorney, 
San Bernardino Count~·, for applicant. 

FRANX K.ARR and E. L. E. BISSI!mE:";, '07 E. L. H. 
BISSINGE-~l for Southern Pacific company, 
protestan .... 

Fi. THE COMMISSION: 

This is an application of the County of San Bernardino 

for authority to construct a crossing at grade Over the main-line 

track of the Southern Psc1f1c Company (El P~so route) in the 

vicinity of the e~sterly city li~1ts of the city of Ontario. 

~ public hearing was held by. Examiner Gar~on at Ontario 

on June 8, 1943, at which ti:ne the mstter waS submitted. 

It 1s ,roposed to construct the crossing at Grove 

l'1.venue et a point ~p1'roxin:lately 1300 feet cssterly of t::'e east 

city limits of Ontario. The City has established a muniCipal 

airport southeast of the ,~oposed cro$sing Site, w~~ch is under 

lease to the federal governcent. Applicant alleges that the 

crossing is neeessary to af~ord easy access to the airport, and 

that other crossings in the v1c1r~ty have been closed to ~ub11e 
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use. The nearest crossing on the west is at Bon View Avenue, 

approximately 2500 feet distant, c.nd on the east at Turner .Avenue, 

approximately 2i miles distant. 

Urging the necessity for the crossing were two vdtnesses, 

both interested in a cooperative winery establishment located one-
(1) 

quarter mile east of Grove and south of California street. Their 

interest was in providing direct access to the processing plant of 

said vdne~J. The organization r~s some thirty-four members, and 

processed approximatelY 7300 tons of grapes last season, 82 per 

cent of which came from the district lying to the northeast. 

Trucks from this district would save about two miles per round 

trip were the crossing available. 

The testimony of these tV,TO vlitnesses constituted the 

entire shoWing on behalf of public need for the crossing, though 

the application was also fDvored by the City Manager of Ontario. 

Viewing the record hel"ein Vle are 'Um'ble to conclude that 

there exists public need for a crossing at Grove Street. Residents 

whose homes lie between the tracks of-the Southern Pacific and the 

Union Pacific have an outlet to~a=d the city of Ontario via State 

Street, and the airport is also afforded access from and to Ontario 

by means of State Street, which is improved to the westerly limits 

of the field. 

The ~ilitary encampment to the east of the proposed 

crossing will not be benefited, and the air field is now adequatelj

served across the tracl-:::; of the Southern P8.cific through existing 

crossings, now closed to the public, but 2t wr~ch points guards are 

(1) The location of streets ~nd highw~ys in the vicinity of the 
proposed crossing is shown by Exhibit No.1. 
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stationed to pe~t ~litary De~sonnel to enter end ~eav~ the 

encacpment. The~e is' not~~ i~ the record to indicate that the 

United States Gover~cnt tavol's t~e con~tl'uction of the cros~ing. 

A reView or the evi~oncc cle~rly indicates that public 

oonvenience ~~d nece:~ity ~o ~~t rc~uire the oponins or said cross

ing and. the application ;':lJ.:!. t!~ere1'oj.~c be denied.. 

o R D E R --, -'" ~- - -
~he above entitle~ ap,lic~tion h~ving boen tiled, a public 

IT IS O?~ERED t~t the application of the Cou.~ty of san 

Bernardino tor ~uthority to co~t~ot a oro~ci~s at grade over the 

tracks or tho sout:-:cr:l Pacific Compa."'l'Y a.t Grove Street i:l the 01 ty 

of Onta;10, be anc it is hereby doniod. 

Tho effective date ot tbic order shall be tho date hereof. 

Da.ted at San ?r~ei=eo, Co..litornio." tl"'.i:l ,;.,,;:;:- day ot 
'. 

J'U.ly, 1943. 
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