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Decision No. 3f,s10 

BEFORE THE RiJ:LROAD Cul·,l:rSS!O~J OF THE STATE OF CAUF()P':-lIA 

In the l·:atter o~ the ;.pplic~"\tion of 

Point Reyes iiater Syst~r.l 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) , For Authority to Ir.crcD.se R.."te:5. 

--------------------------) 

Application No. 24901 

los. J. Ha:old ;'leise, for ~pplica.nts. 

BY Th'E CO~·J.iISS!ON: 

In th15 proceeding JO:Jephj.."1e S. Burd~ll .. executrix of the t..:.st irill an. 

Te:5ta.'n.ent of JZlmes B. Burdell, c.ece().sed, ::md operating u!"lder the fictitious ri~ 

name and style of Point RC~'es \1~tcr Syste=., ask~ for authority to incrca:se the 

rates for domestic and commercial water service rendered in and in the vicinity 

of the unincorpora.ted town oi' Point Reyec Station in 1'::.u-i.'1 County. 

A public ~.earinc on this ::'.atter wa::; held before Z,.'(Ul"' •• iner l.:. R. llicKill 

at Point Reyes Station. 

The rates a.t present 1..'1 e,f!"cet are ten ?er cent lower tho..."l the rates 

estu.blished by the Co:::r.ission ii'. it:; Decision No. 13731, dil.ted June 20, 1924. 

The reduced rates were r:\..'\dc effecti'/e on July 1, 1933, in response to a request 

i'ror.l the CoJ:l."llission to all w~.tl;!r utilities that 'whorever possio1e lower rates 

be ~dc ~vailab1e to con~Ur.I~r~ d~rir~ the depre:s1on period. These rates were 

to remain i.."l el'i'ect until Octob'o:r 31, 1934. The Point Rcy~s "viator Syst\lm did 

not withdraw the reduced rates ~"ld they hav~ been effective :since the aate of 

filing. The Commission is asked to a.~thorizc the r~:torotion of th~ rate: 

estab113hcd in ~aid Decision No. 13731 in order to ~~et the increased eo:ts of 

labor and IIlateriw. 
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'!'he ra.tes requested hcr~i.'"l ll."ld hcr~totore cst~bli3hcd by t.he 

Cocmission arc as follows: 

~onthly Flnt Rates: Per :':orrt.h 

House - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~2.00 
S~~ Cottage - - - - - - - 1 .. 50 

~onthly ~etcr~d Rates: 

From o to 700 cubic ~cct, pCI' 100 cuoic fe(;lt 

From 700 t.o 2,000 cubic feet., per 100 cubic :::~~t -
From 2,000 to 4,000 c1.!bic fect, per 100 cubic i\:~t -
Over 4.,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet 

5/8 i."lch mct~r - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - -
3/4. inch metcr - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1 inch mct~r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
l~ inch ~ct~r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2 inch ~ot~r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

$0.30 
.225 
.1875 
.15 

$1.50 
2.50 
4.00 
8.00 

12 .. 00 

Each of th~ foregoinG ~onthly minimum Charg~S will ~ntitl¢ 
thl;;i con3u:n~r to the q\l.<!Iltity of water which tho.t r.lini::rum 
will purchase at the ''1::onthly !:.~tcr R.:l.te," set out abov\!. 

ThlJ principal. source of wat~r supply for the system io a group of 

springs located on .'). ranch o':m-.::d pc:rson.:llly by lJrs. Josephine S. 3"":.rdcll. AA 

annual rental of $650 is ch~ecd for the watlJr ~upplicd from the springs. The 

rll."lch is si tuat~d o.pproxi!!lutdy two milcs in an co.ster1y dir<.;ction from the 

town ot Point Rcy~s Station. Vm.;:n nccc:3sary the spr~ supplj ~. be t..ugmcntcd 

froo. a well on th.:: ban!':: of Paper 11!.1l CNQk, ~~ut on\; r..i1c C.:lst of the to .... n. 

A 4.-inch trnnsn-.is:3ion liM" 10,604 fuet :o:!g, conveys the w~tcr frol:1 the :springs 

by gravity to two 20,OOO-eillon redwood tc.nks lochtcd in th~ town. A portion 

of th~ wo.tcr fro:::. th~:::c tnr.ks i:: lifted to a 5, OOo-eDllon ~levt.ted woo<io:!n tank 

from which w~ter is supplied to COn3~~cr~ residing a~ ~ ~lcvution above the 

town ereo.. The distribution syotl;:l~ con::;ist:.'l of 19,01:3 feot of pipe, varying 

fro~ 1t to 2 inches in di{~etcr. There ere lOO con~um~r$ bl;!ing suppli~d with 

water ~d all on ~ ~co.sur~~ b~3is. 

Mr. J~os Burdell, Jr., c~"lag~r, testified tho.t the CO:.'lts or labor 

and r.lutcriols used in the: nw.intonanc.;: and operation or th~ systo,;;:m, h~vc incrl;.!a:lcc. 
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approxitlate1y 15 p~r cent wi thin the last several :;eaI"S, Md the restorntion of 

the oriGinal rate would. :laterially ~-..id i:1 ::lcdntaining the property and providing 

adequate service. 

ur. V. R. uuth, one of the Co~ssionrs Hydraulic Eneineer$, presented 

a report containing ~ apprais:u of tht! W:l.ter system .:md u."'l. ano.lysi::: of the 

operating accounts. J:lhe estil"'..(o(.ted oriGinal cost, as or Au3Ust ll.; ~942., W<:L$ 

shov-:n to be $19,,524. The annu~u deprccia.tiol". allowa."'lce cOr:lputed by the sinkine 

fund ~ethod at 5 per cent" totaled $305. Th~ <~~u~ =ainter~ce and operating 

expen~e, under present conditions Md incluCine on allow~.nce for depreci'~tion, 

WZl,S estimated to total $2,,500. 1:r. }~uth csti::la.ted the annu.:.u revenue from 

194.2 oper<J.tions at the requested rntcs to be ~3,,219. n1C re3ults of operation, 

based upon the above esti=ated revenues ,~d expenses" shoW a net revenue of 

$719 and produce; t:. return of 3.7% on the fixli!d capit .. .J. of $19,524. 

It is apparent that a restoration of the schedule est~blished by the 

Co~ssion in its Decision No. 13731 will not producd nn excessive return, 

Md thr.t the roquest to restore it should be sra."'l.tod. 

Applicu.tion a.s cnti tied above h.o:'rin,:; been filed with the Rdlroc;,d 

Conunission, ll. public hC:J.ring h:J.vine been hc~d. thereon, tho,: mt~ttl:r !:uving oeen 

duly subr.littcd, Il."'l.d the Commission no,~ oci:-.e f\.O.lly c.dviscd in the prerni::>es, 

It I3 Hereby Found ~~s ;:~ F~Lct th..;~t tho..:: rut(:s now bcine ch~gcd '07 

Josephine S. Burdoll, exocutrix of tho:: .:"'1.zt iiill ~"'ld TcstCl.mont of J:.:.mcs B. 

Burdcll~ dec.::uscd, doing busin(;:so t:ndcr the fictitious rim nrune .:md ety10 

of Point Reyt:s ·,'l.:.tcr Systec, for wr.te:o delivered to its conS\ll:l.crs in .?J'ld :~dj~cent 

to the unincorporated town of Point Reyes St~tion" are unjust and u.~e~sonnb1e 

in 30 ftl.r ns they differ from th~ r~.t<.:3 hcrQi!'l. cst~blishcd, and thp.t the r.<~tcs 

l~erein ar~ just <.lond rc:.~sonA.bl~ rl.~tcs to be chu:::'ged for thl,) services r<:!ndercd 

and, bo.sing its Ord.;:r upon thl.: !'oNgoing finc:ti.ns3 of f.'.ct und upon the st.:J.tem~nts 

or fact conti.lincd in tht; Opinion which precedes this Order" 
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IT IS HEREBY OR:JEP.ED that Josephine S. Burdell, executrix of the 

La.:;t Will and Testament of Ja::es B. Burdell, deceased, doing business under 

the i'ictitiou:; firm na:ne and. style of Point Reyes i'io,tcr Systel:l be a."ld she 

is heX'c'o~r authorized and directed to file in quac:lruplicatc with the Railroad 

Cow~sion, within thirty (30) days from. the date of tr.is Orc.er, the 1'ollov.'ing 

s.chedule or rates to be charged for :lll v.ster delivered to her consu.'!lcrs on 

and after the first day of FebruQI'Y, 194.1.: 

Se'hcdule j·;o. 1 

Applicability: 

Applicable to all water service rendered. on a. flat rate basis. 

Territ.o;;x! 

In and in the vicinity or the unincorporated town 01' Point Reyes 
Stat~on, Marin County_ 

~: 

House ••• '. 
scall Cottage 

J..pplic<l.bility: 

. . . . .. . . . .. . . 
. . . . . • til • • 

Schedule No.2 

GTh'ERAl METERED SERVICE 

• • 

Per 0:onth 

$2.00 
1.50 

Applicable to all water ~ervice rendered on a. ~~tcred b~is. 

Territor;,.:: 

In and in the vicini t:: of tl.e unineorpor~ltcd. town o~ Point Reyes 
Station, ~arin County. 
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Schedule No. 2 - Co~tinu~d 

9Bantity Chur~c: 

Per ~ctcr 
Per j;.onth 

From 0 to 700 
Fro~ 700 to 2,000 
From 2,000 to 4,000 
Over 4,,000 

l':ini:num Charge: 

For 5/8 inch ~cter • 

cubic 
cubic 
c\!bic 
cucic 

.fect, per 100 
l'~ct, pc:, 100 
::'eet, per :00 
feet, pt:r 100 

For 3/4 inch ~etcr • • • • • • 

cu. ft. 
cu. ft. 
cu. ft. 
cu • .!'t. 

. . . . . 
For 1 inch metc~ ••••••••• . . .. . 
For l! ~~ch meter • • • • • • • 
For 2 inch ~cter • • • • • 

$0.30 
.225 
.1875 
.15 

$1.50 
2.50 
4.00 
e.OC 

12.00 

The 1:inirnum ChOl'gc: will entitle tr.t,! conSur.l.cr to the 
quantity of w~ter which tha.t montr.ly ::lini::lurn charge 
will purchuse at the Qu.o..'1t:'ty Rn.tcs. 

IT IS 1&.EBY FtJRTH:::R ORDERED thE.t within thirty (30) ~s from the 

date of this Order, Josephine S. Burdell, exvcutrix of tho wt ~iill Dnd 

Te:tam~nt of James B. Burdell, dccc~~cd, doing business under the fictitious 

firm ruunc a.nd ~tyle or Point Reyes ·Nater System, be and she is hereby ~uthoriz(;)d 

and directed to suomit to this CO~~6ion for its approval, rules and 

regulations, in quadruplicate, governing relations vdth h~r consumers, each 

set of which shall conttin 8. sui t.:J.bll.! :;lJ.P or sk..;tch, dr0i4wn to SWI.: upon J. 

sheet approximatd:'t 8~ x II inch\:s in si:c, dclinc.;;..ting th.;:r~upon in 

distinctivl.! !!lUrkings th~ authorizod scrvic..: .:u-ea d.nd showine dc~ir..it()ly th~ 

loc.:"tion o! s.::dd ,;r\i':l. with rc!'crcncc to tr.c ~c.jaccnt t<;:rritory. 

For all other purposc5 th~ cfrcctiv~ ru\tl'.: 01: tr.is Order sh.:J.l be 

twunty (20) do.ys 1'ro::\ w.d after thu d<~tc ::"ereor. 
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Dated c.t~ ~ c.vr;; ~. cru.iforniD.,f this _....(..J. __ _ 

of Q ~,A.....A I I 1944.. 

() 0 
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