Doclzsion No. <. 56895

TET RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In tho Matter of Application of NORTHIVESTERN
PACITIC RAILROAD. COMPANY for an order closing

that certain roadway over its »ight of way and

)
g
traclzc opposite Clay Strect, in the vicinity ) Application
or Wt r:;weﬂte“ﬁ Pacilic Ra*l“oud Companyts ) No. 2582L
station promises in the City of Uk;an, County )
of lendceino, State of Californ )

Re -3¢ Iyers for apol

..&lo x-.cCO\"e -y Ci

protostant CitJ

T=5E CONMQIISSION:

02IXIQ

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company aslks tvhat
at the east end of Clay Strect in Tkiaa e ordered closed to public
uso, The dusiness district in T et of the railroad linc.
Clay Stroet leads cast from the css Cistr ict to the rallroad
right of way, obut does not cross tiwe traclic. A large porcel. of

ne ovacr cide of tihe itracks It ovnmed by the railroads

Trallic travelling east on Clay Street erosses the 4racks diagonally
in a northeasterly dircction, then procecds norbaerly on railroad
pPropexrty, passes two pacxi** Acuses on the ight and the rallroad's
Ireight house and depot on the lefé, and emergos on Perikins Street.
Perkins Strect is an east-west sircet wiileh crosses the tracks noear
the depot and about feowrteen hundred feoet north of Clay Stroet.(l)

The railroad alleses that vre erossing at the end of Clay

nazard bocause of switching movemonts,

and should be clozed Iin the intercst 7o At the hearing

applicanty presented wiinesses who tostified coxncerning oporating gon—

Gitions. According to applicont the crossing interleres with*rail

(L) ©ho crossing ﬂouon o be ¢losed extends over five tracks, while
Perkins Strect crosses the maln line and two auxiliary tracks,
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rliehing movemenvs, because of the nccessity

lear for venilculor traffic. During the Iruit sedson a large amount

e

L)

f perichable frultd moves out of Ulcdah by rallroad. The roilroad
talkos “iae position that the Perizing Strcet erecsing will take core of
all vealcular trafflc crossing the traclkes at both locations. A

tmaffic cheek takon Tor a 2l-nheur meried on November 12 and 13, 19L3,
showed thot 99 automobiles and truclis pacsod over the Clay Stureet
ero
The City. of Ukialr objects to tiae clicsing ol the crossinge.
t* voth crocsings are néccssary for tho orderly f{low of
Iroad, and to facllitate the freec movenment of
the cityrc fire cquipment. The Firc Deparvment ls located west of
tae tracks, on School Strecet, noax Clay Street, and about fowr city
vlociss from

erossings ; one crossing sheuvld nappen to be

blocked by railroad cars the other would be open for quick accoss to

the paclking heuso district cacst of the »ailread right of way.
Il the cros 2 e end of Clay Street is closed, the
1 e the only reasenadbly accessidle eross-
her oxisting crossing is avout a
oy Street,
¢ In order to

£ part of the ind ceetion ¢ road and of

by on wiilclr tho depet iz located. Tho noxt ncarcst
ard Strect, apeut onc-nall mile north of the Perkins
Stroot crossing.
The ovidence indicates that closing of the eroszing at tho
end of Clay Street would facilitate railroad switching novcmcn’as,
particularly during .the -.uit soason., However, testimony of city
offlclals, iIncluding the police chicl and the fire chiel, as well ac

zens uslng vne erossing, Lo to tiae effect that the oxisting
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erossing serves an ¢ssentinl public noed and shat” the Porling Stroct
eressing alone would not meet the nceds of thd travelling public and
of thie elty's Fire Department. The alleged hazardous eharacter of 4k

-

not been ¢cstablished to the desroo noeccssary to outwolph
public need for Lwo cressings i vicinity, and wnder
such circumstances the application will be denied,
AT the acaring the quesiion arose as to whether the crossing
end of Clay Street ic Aublic way, and the nparties nave filcd
city contends that +his crossing iz &
rosulted from cont invous vwse by the
objoction by tie railroad or its
the pudlic has no rights
oreperTy for uso as a
thorougnlfare betwoen the erossing at the cnd of Clay étréct and Porkins
Strect, tihc crocsin 2ol . An applicant's propcrty having
beon constructed for the comvenionce of railroad natrons. The railroa

contends that althoush Lhe er Sscing isc not a public reoad, it

ledst o publicly uced road, and *hat he Commiccion has jurisdicsion

order the clozing thcrecol. In cffces bosh partics thus concede
o of the Commisczion to hear and determine the application on
1%s merlits. The application alleges that o "public roadway cxists,”
Section L3(b) of thc Public ULilitios Act confors s upen tihe Commission
certaln powers over crossings which Lavelve "a public o publicly used
luding the »ower "to aboliszh by Physical closing
status of the road is not & real

n0 occasion for the expression of

2 D

in the abeve procecdlng naving been talken by

Examiner Hall & public hcaring, bricfs having becn filed, and basced

—:)-
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upon the record and upon the factual

cpinion,

IT IS ORDERED that Application Fo. 2582l bo and

hoxrchy doniod,

Dotcd

,3/?/’_‘21/;

» California,

» 15LL.
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