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Decision No._ 36901 o : . ;

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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In the Matier of the Application of
CALIFORNIA VATER & TZELEPHONE COMPANY
for an order approving and authorizing
said Company to enter inte a certain
agreement known as '"RAVMOND BASIN AREA
VATER EXCHANGE AGREZMENT OF 1943,"

and approving the entry of a consent
Judgnent in a certain pending action
involving underground vwater rights of
said Applicant. -

Application No. 25942
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California Water & Telephone Company, hereinafter sometimes referred to
as applicant, asks the Railroad Commission %o approve and authorize applicant to
enter into the Raymond Basin /rea Vater Exchange Agreement of 1943, a copy of which
is on file in this application as Exhibit B, and to approve the entry of a consent
Judgment in the action designated "City oI Pazadena, a mnnicipal corporation,
Plaintiff, vs. City of .lhambra, a municipal corporation, et al, Defendants,”

No. Pasadena C-1323.

It is of record that on or about September 23, 1937, the City of Pasadena
filed suit in the Superior Court of the State of California in and for the County of
los Angeles, vs. the City of Alhambra, ¢t al, No. Pasadena C-1323. In this action
there are about twenty-five defendants, including California Vater & Telephone

Company, taking and using underground waters from the Raymond B Da.ain.l In this
\ote 1. In the Referec's report, Page 1, to which reference is hercafter made, the
Raymond Basin is described as follows: "Mhe area is roughly trizngular in shape with
the southern side formed by Roymond Fault, the northern side by the San Gobriel range
of mountains which rises back of the valley 1o a general elevation above the sea
levol of 5,000 and a maximun of 6,150 feet at Sen Gabriel Peak, and the western side
throughout most of its length by the San Rafeel Hills. At its northerly extremity
the westerly boundary follows Pickens Canyon Wash across the alluvium while below
Brookside Park it erosses .rroyo Seco and cxtends south along the bedrock divide near
the east dbank of that stream to Raymond Fault. The alluvial valley floor ol the
Area comprises LO souare miles with a pronounced slope to the south from clevations
of 1,000 to 2,000 feet above sea level at the mountain toe to a general elevation of
500 to 700 "eet at Raymond Fauxdt. The elevation is highest at: ‘the extmeme northwest
end of La Canada Valley and lowest near the easterly end of Raymond Fault. The frea”
is highly urbanized and within it are found the Clty of Sierra Madre, virtually all
of the City of Pasadena, and a portion of the cities of South Pasadena, San Marino
and Arcacdia. Bordering it to the south are the citics of Alhambra and San Gebriel.
Much of the remainder of the Arez is wrban in character although not :.ncorporatcd
into municipalities. The whole is suburban to Los Angeles City."
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proceedirig the City of Pasadena alleged that the annual supply of water to said

Reymond Basin is about 23,500 acre feet and that said City is the owner of the
prior and paramount right to take and divert therefrom 14,600 acre foet per annum
as against each defendant. The City asks that it be adjudged the owner of the
prior and paramount right to take and divert from said Raymond Basin in cach year
14,600 acre feet of water; that the defendants be forever debarred from asserting
any eclainm therato adverse to the City of Pasadena and be enjoined from taking water
from the Rnymond Basin in any amount which, when added to the amount to which the
City of Pasadens is adjudged cntitled, would result in a total annunl diversion
from the Raymond Basin in excess of the average annual supply of water thereto..
MTe defendants answered the complaint and denied the claim of the City of Pasadena.

The Superior Court, by its order of February 8, 1939,.referred the matter
to the Division of Water Resources, Department of Public Vorks of the State of
California, as referee, for investigation and repert. The Court by its order
indicated the matters on which the referce was to report. On June 15, 1943, the
Division of Vater Resources, acting as referee, filed its report with the Court
in vhich it found that during the past eleven years the average annual withdrawal
of underground waters from the Raymond Basin was 27,400 acre feet and that the safe
yiold was about 21,900 acre feet. The findings of the referec are predicated upon
a detailed study and many conferences of the parties interested.. A copy of the
rcferee's report is on file in this application.

After much negotiation the City of Pasadena and 21l defendants in said
action, except California-Michigan Land and Water Company and La Conada Irrigation
District, have agrecd upon an arrangement whereby a judgment in the form of the
agreement filed in this application as Zxhidbit A will be entercd; fixing the right
of each party to take and use water from the Raymond Basin in such proportionate
and respective amounts as to aggregate 21;&51 acre fcet per annum; which is
slightly less than the safe yvield of the Raymond Basin 2s determined by the
reforee, and whereby those parties having water avallable from the Raymond Basin

and other sources in excess of their public needs will release and meke available
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such excess to those parties who have no other available source of water supply and
whose permissidle extraction from the Raymond Basin under the.térms of the Jjudgment
would be insufficient to satisly the public needs, 21l as provided in and upon the
terms and conditions of the agreement known as the Raymond Basin Ares Wﬁter Exchangs
Agreement of 1943, Under this agreement appiicant can take and use 1,567 acre fect
of water from the Raymend Basin as contrasted with its claimed fight to take 2,200
acre feet. The amount of water nllocatcd'to applicant togethér with water from
other sources aveilable to applicant is stated by applicant to be sufficient to meet
its demand. |

Because of the extensive investigation made by the inision of Water
Resources, Department of Public Works of the State of California, as referee, under
the direction and supervision of the Court, we do not believe that anything would be
gained by holding a public hearing on this matter. The execution of the Raymond
Besin Area Weter Zxchange Agreement of 1943 will avoid the expense of prolonged
litigation and adjudicate the claims of the parties to tﬁe right of water from the¢

Roymond Basin Area.

Tae Commission having considered the request of California Water &
Telephone Company and it being of the opinion that this is not a matter on which a

hearing is necessary and that this epplication should be granted, therefore,

IT IS HYR=BY QRDERED that Califerniza Whtef & Telephone Company be and

it is hereby authorized to mnter into the Raymond Basin Area Water Exchange Agreement

£ 1943, a copy of which is on file in this procecding as Exhibit B; and to perform
any and all acts necessary to carry s=aid Raymond Basin Arez Water Exchange Agreement
of 1943 into effect. |

The effective dote of this Order shall be the date hercof.
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Dated at San Francisco, Celifornia, this 27 =
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