
Decision No. a69j}l 

B:sFORE TH!: RAILROAD cm~crsS!ON OF THE ST).'I'5 OF CAIlFOruJIA 

) 
In the ~,!atter or the Application of ) 
CAlIFORNIA 1'iAT::R & nLEPHONE COl!P J.NY ) 
for an order approving and authorizing ) 
:said Company to enter into tl. certain ) 
agreement knO"l'ln as ''RAn~ND BASIN AR:f.A ) 
";Al'ER ~CR!JJGE AG:um~"I' OF 194.3," ) 
an~ approv.L~g the entry of a consent ) 
judgcent in a certain pending action ) 
involving underground water rights of ) 
5aid Applicant. ) 

-------------------------) 

Application No. 25942 

QE!!ilQli 
California. v'iater & Telephone Cor.tpany, hereinafter sometimes rei'erredto 

as applicant, asks the Railroa~ Co~~sion to approve ~~d ~uthorize applica~t to 

enter into the Raymond Basin :.:rea I'late:- Exeha."lSe Asree::lent or 194.3, a copy of which 

is on file in this application a~ ~~ibit B, and to approve the entr,y of' a consent 

judgment in the action ~esignated "City o~ Pa~adena, a mur.icipal corporation, 

Plaintiff, vs. City of JUhambra, a. muniCipal corpor<l.tion, et al" Derer.dants, It 

No. Pa3adena C-1323. 

It i" of recor~ that on or about SI!ptember 23, 1937, the City ot Pasadena 

ri1e~ suit in the Superior Court of the Stat,~ of California. in and for the County of 

los Angeles, V~. the City of Alhambra., ct al J• No. P3.3adena C-1323. In this action 

there are about twenty-five d~fend.."\.~ts, incl1.:tding California Water & Telephone 

fOl?Pany, tllking nn~ using under~ound watcr~ from the Ray::lond Ba61n.l I~ thi~ 
~ote 1. In the Re1''!r~¢ t s report, Page 1, to "'nich referonco is hereafter made~ ',the 
Raymond Basin i~ described. as follows: "The ~roo is roughly tricngula.r in ~ha.pe with 
the southern ~ide forced by R.:T«lOnd Fault, the northorn side by the SM Gnbriel rsnge 
of ~ount~s which ris~s back of. the valley to R g~~era.l elevation abovo the sea 
levol of 5,000 ~~d a mAXimum of 6,150 feet nt san Gabriel Peak, and the western side 
throughout .QOst of its length by the S.:m Raf~c1 Rills. At its northt'lrly ext'rcaQ."ty 
th~ westerly boundnry fol1ow~ Pickens CMlYOn l'ias."l. across the alluVi'll!n while below 
Brookside Park it cro~ses Arroyo Seco FJ..~d oxtends south alon~ the bedrock divide near 
the ea.~t bonk of thnt strcQ:!t to Raymond F.'lult. The nlluvif.l.l valley noor ot'the 
kr~a' cornprise~ 40 souare ~lcs ~~th a pro~ounccd slopo to the south from oleva~ior.s 
of 1,000 to 2,000 feet above sen level nt ~~e ~ount~ toe to ~ p,ener~ ~levation of 
500 to 700 i'eet nt ~ymond Fa.ult. The elev~tion is highest nt· the ext-rene :lorthwest 
~nd of !.a C.'l!l..'l.da V~ley nnd lowest near the easterly end of :RJlymond FA.ult. !he t:rea" 
is highly \l1'banized nnd within it ltre i'ou.~d the City of Sierra ~!.: ... dre, vi:-tu..'\lly ill 
of the Cit] of Pasadena, nnd~. portion of the cities of South Pp..sade.'1.3., &In l!arino 
Mel AreaCia. Bordering it to the south arc the cities of JUh.~r3. nnd. ~ CebricI. 
Mu<:h or the remainder of t.he Aret. is urbM, in cr.t ... r:lcter althoup.h not incorpor:::.teci, 
into lU'W'lieipalities. The whole is suburb~~ to I.o~ Angele:!l Cit1. n 
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proceeding the City 'of P~sAdena .il1eged th~t the annunl supply of wnter to s~d 

Re.y::lond. Ba.:sin 1~ abou.t 2),500 acre .teet ~"\d. tha.t ~aid City iz the own-er or the 

prior Md paramount right to take lJ.l'1d divert thorefrom l4,600 nero .r"et pt3r a.rl."lUln 

,'~S agai."\st each de'i'endAnt. The City :.>..:zks tho.t' it be ndjudged tho owner oi' the 

prior a.."\d parPJllOunt :-ig."lt to take (l."\d divert from :laid Raymond Bazin in each year 

14,600 o.crc feet of wnter; th~t the dcrp.n~~~ts b~ !orever dcberr~d fl·om asserting 

gny cl~~ ther~to advorsc to tho City of P~so.dcno. ~d be enjoined from t~~g wnter, 

from the ?.J:.ymond &'~in in any runou..~t which, when tl.dded to the a~unt to which the 

City o! Pasadena is adjuc1p,ed entitled, 'WOuld :result in a total tmnu,':Il divp.r~ion 

from the Rttyr:lond Basi.'"l. in excess of th~ r\verfJ.{!.e nnnual supply of water thereto., 

'rhe defend.nnts answered the co:nphint :md denied. the claim of the City or Pasn.dena. 

The Superior Court, by its order of February $, 1939,.rei'erred the matt~r 

tt' the Division o! Wnter Resources, Dcp.'lrtmcnt of Public Works of the State of 

C:llifornia, as referee, for investiga.tion Md r~port. The Co\lrt by its order 

indica.ted. t.he 1Jl.-"I.ttors on wr.ieh the referee was to report. On Juno 15, 1943, the 

Division of Wa.t~r Resources,. a.cting ~s referee, f'il.;:d its report with the Court. 

itl Which it found that duri..~g the p~~t eleven yonr$ the average annual withdrawo.l 

of underground waters from tho R.:lymond Basi.'"l. was 27,400 ncre feet .lnd that the safe 

yiold was about 21,900 acre feet.· The fi..~dL~gs of the referee ~e predicated. upon 

a detailed stu~ and many conferences of th~ pp-rties interested.. A copy of the 

referee's report is on file in this ~ppliention. 

After ~uch negotintion tho City of PMlld.ena :md ill defendant~ in said 

action, except CAlifornia-}achigan w.d. p_"ld WAter Company and LA C~.nada Irriga.tion 

District, ht'.Vc o.grecd upon en arr$).ngement whereby a judgment in the form of the 

agreement filed in this applico.tion ns ~~ibit A will be entered, fixing the right 

of each p~ty to take Md usc y,'nter from the Ra.;r.llond. BI.l.:li."l in such proportionate 

and re~ective amounts I.l.S to ngprego.te 21,451 acre feet per annum, which i~ 

slightly le':5 thnn the M.fe yield of th~ Rly:nond B~.:5i.~ a.s determined. by the 

r~!er~~, an~ wherecy tho~e pertie3 having wnter available !rom the ~~on~ Basin 

Md. other sources in excess of their public needs will relcD.sc n.~d make avaUabl. e 
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such excc~s to those parties who h~ve no other av~ablc source of w~ter 5upply and 

whos~ p~rmi~~ible extraction from the ~~ond Ba~in und~r the ter.mz of the judgmont 

would. be insu.rficient to ~o.tis!'y the T-lublic nceci:s, ell B.~ provid.ed in ~d. upon t.he 

tern.~ and conditions ot th~ agrceJ:1ent known o.S the Raymond &'~in kres. Water Exch.o.nee 

Ao-reement of 194,. Under this Ilgr~ement Ilpplic:mt CM take and use 1,567 acre foet 

of water fro:::l th~' R£l.j"mond Bn:sin a~ contrn:3tr;d with its cl~ed right to take 2,200 

acre fc'!t. The amount of water nlloc.ntcd t.o Rpplicar.t together with vm.ter from 

other ~ouree~ aveilllblc to Rpplicllnt i~ stated. by IlpplicRnt to be sufficient to meet 

it5 clcmAnd. 

BoclI.\lse of the extensive i."'lv~$ti.;n.tion I!:tl.c.e by the Division of Water 

Resources, Depl'.l.rtment of Public Works of the Stt'.t~ of CDlifornill, as referee, under 

the direction Md. supervision of the Court, we do not believe thAt anything would be 

g3ined. by holding a. public hearing on this matter. Th-:! execution of the Ra.ymond 

Bllsin kret. Water Exchange Agreement of 1943 will avoid the expense of prolonged 

litigation and adjudicate the cl~-s 0: the p~ies to the right of ~ter from the 

Raymond Ba~in J.rea. 

Q.E~~R 

The Cozmnission having con:5iderod the ·request of CDlifornia. Water & 

Telephone Coapany and it being of the opinion thnt thi~ i~ not .'l mAtter on which So 

hero-ing is necessary 1lI".cl thllt this applice.tion s.'i.ould be grnntcd1 th#)refore 1 

IT IS H'SP.'SBY O?:::rr.:RBD that Coliforni~. ','later & Telephone Company 'o~ and 

it i~ hereby authorized to fJntor into the ~ond. Basin !.r(!tJ. Water Exc:h..o.nge Agrc~cnt 

of 19~" ~ copy of which is on file in this proceeding a~ Exhibit B, ,~d to p~rfor.m 

8.."1.y and. Ul a.cts necess~ to carry ~m.id Raj'mond Basin /\:rea Water Exch.angc Agreement 

of 19~3 L"1.to effect. 

The effective cklte of this Order :3hAll be the date hereo!. 
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Dnted at ~~ Francisco, C~~i!ornin, this 

~ly1944. 

! 

-29..... day or 

~~ 
~=2)' 

CO!!lIJ:SSIONERS. 

-J..-


