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Decision No. 3700;L 

BEFORE THE RAIlROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN!A 

DOP.IS SCHNABEl LOWEU., VICTOR MARENGO, 
CORA BU?RELL, FRED ROEBER a.."ld 
U. E. FEm'ON .. 

Petitioners, 

-vs-

PU3UC U'rIllTlES CALIFORN'lA 
CORPORATION,.. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---------------------------) 

Case No. 4634 

R. S. Henion, for Complainants. 

Orrick, Dahlquist, Nett & Herrington 
by George H. John5to~, tor Defendant. 

BY THE COMMISS!ON: 

OPINION .... -- .... ---

The compla.inant~ in thi5 proceedin~, Dor:i,.s Ser.n .. :ole Lowell, Victor 

Marengo, Cora Burrell, Fred Roeber and l..{. E. Fenton, are property owners in the 

Tc'o'm of Rio Nid.o in Sonoma County and allege tha.t for many ye;;>.r3 last past, 

Public Utili ties Californi ... Corporat.ion, a corporation, (1) has beer.. delivering .. , 

wa.ter to them through a e.<·,~on meter, that ill requests for individual water 

Mrvice have been denied, and th:lt said corporation continues to del'lY eOr.lplainmts' 

~~dS for nccessarj", reasonable a..~d non-discr~~natory water se~fice~ Re~uest 

is m~d.e that deren~t corporation be ordered to provide water ~ervice and. maintain 

same to each individual cl,\mpl.linant throughout the year. 

Derendant's Mswer admit~ that it :nair.tain: a water distrIbution sy~tem 

in the ~own of Rio Nido i~d allege~ that it has supplied ~ter to complainant 

1ictor Marengo but deni~s, however, that it suppli~~ w~ter to all of the re5ident~ 

If the Town of Rio Nido 1 or that i t h.l~ ever :supplied water to cOlllplainants Doris 

1) He:-eina!ter referred. to Il-' the Corporation .. 
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EF - C-4634 - .. 2 .. 
Schnabel lowell, Cora 3urrell, Fred Roeber, or 11. E. Fenton. A dismiss~ of the 

complaint i~ asked by defendant. 

The Publie Utilities C.iLif'ornia Corporation .:l.cquired. its w'l.ter ~ystetn. 

in Sononm County from the former Russian River Water Coopany, the tr;:il'lsfer being 

~uthorized by the Railroad Commission in its Decision No. 20243, d~ted 

September 21, 1926. Other tha."l to list the narlles of the towre of Monte Rio, 

Guerneville and Rio Nido in said deciSion, the boundaries of the &.reas to be 

served have never been specifically established by this Commission. 

The premises to which complainants request direct water service to be 

furnished are loeated on a hillside in that section of the Town of Rio N1do which 

is known as Eagle Ne$t Subdivision, Canj'on 7. To increase the water storage 

cap~city in that vicinity, the corporation maintains a S,OOo-gallon tank locat~d 

in said subdivision below the road upon which practica~ all of the premises of 

complainants front. 

Victor Marengo applied to the corporation for water service to r~s 

property in or about 1929 or 1930. His request was denied. He was permitted, 

however, to receive water from the 5,OOo-gallon storage tank and deliver it by 

booster pump to a smaller storage tank situated on the rear of his residence. 

The eq,uipment and piping were not furnished by said corporation.. Thereai'ter 

other ho~cs were constructed on adjoining parcels of land and water ~ervi~o was 

obtained from :!laid Victor Mclreneo ' s pipe line. 1:r. ~:arengo 'WOl.S billed by 

de~endant corporation and the various consumers reicbursed rJJn for their 

respective sr.ares of water u~e and expense. The~e arrangements have not p~oved 

s~tisr~etor.1, cspeci~ as ~he booster pump is ~anun~ operated and during 

t.bsences of 3aid Victor Uarengo from time to time, the plant has no one in 

:-esponsible charge., 

The evidence shows that defen~t supplies many other sections of 

Rio Nido located at consider~bly higher elevations and has ~dc no similar demands 

that the eon~umers operate all or a ~rtion of the PumP~, ~tor~g~ tank~ and 
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EF - C-4634 - F:lge 3 • 
pip~ lines :?roviding service. The particular di.5triet in which cocplainant.s 

reside in no respect differs :£rom r.IUch of the other sections of Rio Nido :5upplied 

directly by defendant. There can be no question but that complainants' premises 

are reasonably wi thin the corporation t s service area and are therefore entitled 

to direct and individual water service without the presently existing unf~r 

discrimination against thetl. Victor Marengo :md. the other owners 0:£ various 

pipe line~1 pumps, tanks and facilities used :for supplying this section 0:£ the 

said subdivision, together with t~~ sites> will be turned over to the corporat.ion 

immediately upon req,uest, without ~ho.rge. 

Under the:se CirC1.l.r.lSt.Mces there .:tppears no valid re~son why dcfend.:lnt 

corporation should not be re~uired to supply proper water service to complainants 

withQut further delay and 'Ul'li'air discriJ:linc.t:i.on, and it will be so provided in 

the following Order. 

ORDER ..... ----
Complaint as above entitled having been filed, a public hearing having 

oeon held and the matter submitted, and b~ine its Order upon the findings 0:£ 

:fact end conclusions contained in the preceding Opinion; 

IT IS HEREBY O~ERED t.hat Public Utilities Cali:£ornin Corporation, :l 

coX'poration, be and. it is hereby ord.ered to extend individual w~ter service to 

each ot the complainants herein on or betorc the :£ir~t day of June, 1944, in 

Ea.gle Ne~t SubdiVision, Canyon 7, Rio rJid.o, County 0:£ SonomA r 

IT IS XEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that on or before the fifth day ot 

June, 1944, Public Utilities California Corporation be and it is hereby order~d 

to noti1"y thi" Comt"'..i~sior. i."l writing or the date said corpoX'.:l.tion h.:l.s fully 

com~lied with the provi~iQns set forth in the foregoing paragraph 0:£ this Order. 

For ~ll other purposes the e!f~ctive ~te of this Order shall be 

twenty (20) days from and c.1'ter the date hereof .. 
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1 C~fornin, this 


