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Declsion No. 37039

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COIDMISSION OF TS STATZ OF CALIFORNIA

CITY OF ALSAMERA, a mundcipal

)
corporation )
Compleinant ) '
VS, ; Case Ne. 1689 @RH@UMAH-
)
)
)

PACIFIC ELZCTRIC RAILVAY

COMPANY,
Defendant

EMMETT A. TOMPKINS, City Attoraey of Alhambra, for Complainant

FRANK XARR and E. L. H. BISSIUGER, 2 Z. L. H. Bissinger,
for Defendans '

BY TEE COMMISSION:
OPINIOYN

In this complaint the Clty of Alhombra protests the storing
of passenger cars by Pacific Electric Railway Company on one track of
its Alhambra-San Gabriol Line within the City of Alhambra.

A public hearing was held in this Proceeding before Examiner
Hall in Los Angeles on Mareh 29, 194, at which time the matter was
submitted,

‘The Alhambra Line of Pacific Electric Railway Company
branches off from its four-track main Zine to Pasadena and Monrovia
at Slerra Vista, and extends on private right of way into the City of
Alhambra. The line consists of two tracks,‘cne ol which is used as a
freight main line and the other for the sterage of passenger cars or
for the movement of deadhead Passenger cars to the storage area,

Main Street is locatoed on each side of the railrcd& right of
waJe The streets crossing Main Street and the right of way easterly -
from ‘Sierra Vista are Hampden Terrace, Fremont Avenve, and Primrose
Avenue. When Pacific Zlectric Railway COmpany perfermed rassenger

train service to Alkambra it stered fts passenger equipment cn a spur
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adjacent to and north of the fowr-~track main line about 2,400 feet
west of Sierra Vista staticn. Upen the abanderment of the Alhombra
passengor service the company moved the sterage locaticn to the in-
bound track of the Alhombra Line between Frement Aven..e and Sierra
Vista staticn. Vaile cars were so stored the City of Alhambdbra, on
July 20, 1943, filed its comploint pretesting the storage location
as it was in a residentisl area. Scon thercalter the company meved
its storage areca tc a new locaticn on the same track between Fremont
Avernue and Primrese Avenue, which Is in & commuercial zone. On March
&, 194l,, the City filed its Pirst Amenced and Supplemental Complaint
protesting this latter lecaticn fer the storage of passenger carss

The cars in the storage area are apyroximately one-half of
those used on the Sierra Vista-Watts service ¢f Pacific Electric
Railway Company. They are stered at tihis locaticn in order to be in
o positicn to start the Sierra Vista-Vatts serviece in the meorning.
The cars wusually vegin te be set out in this area about 6:30 in the
evening and continue on until about 9:00 or 9:50 pen. Immediately
after the cars begin to be stored in this areca employees ¢f the
cempany starf cleaning the cars and this cleaning is usually com-
pleted around 10:00 e¢r 10:30 p.m.

Complainant alleges that the storing of this ecuipment
between Primrose Avenue and Fremont Avenue creates a necighborhood
nuisance. |

It was further alleged that when cars are stored detween
remont Avemue and Primrose Avenue they are spotted s¢ ¢lose to the

(1)

grade ercgsing of Cedaxr Stroect walch intersects Primrose 3Street av
the rajlread, that autolsts procoeding westerly on Cedar Street over

the crossing camnot sece vehicles appreaching along Main Street.
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(1) The crossing is at about the interscetion ¢f Cedar Street and
Primrcse Avenue, The crccsing is bullt te conferm t¢ the
lines of Cedar Street and not the lines of Primrcse Avenue.
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Cerplainant suggested the cars be stored on Palm
Avenue approximately 1,500 feet of Primrose Avenue, as Palm
Avenue Is in 2 heavy industricl arca whewcas fthe oresent storage
area vetween Primrose Avenue and Tremont Avenue iz in 2 light com-
mercial zone, cr be stired on the srur parallel to and nerth of the
four-track main line abecut 2,100 feet west of Sierra Vista station,
as wos done prior te the abandemment of passenger service on the
Alhambra Line.

Pacific Electric Railway Ceompany obvjected seriously to the
use ol the track on Palm Avenue for the steoraze of cars, first on
account of the leng distance from Sierra Vista and secondly because
Palm Avenue track is being used centinuwally as a switching lead and
team track serving the industries in the Alhambra arsa. If the cars
were stcered along Palm Avenue it weuld be necessary tc move these
cars every time a switching movement was made along this track.

Objecticn was alse made te the use of the spur west of
Sierra Vista as it is aow being used for the szetting cut of loaded
freight cars. Pacilfic Electric freight business, varticularly dwring
this war pericd, is exceedingly heavy on the Monrevia Line, which
feeds in to the four tracks. 3etween Sierra Vista and Los Angeles
there 1s a considerable grade and very clton freight trains have to
e cut in twe, cne half being lelt on tiae spur until the other half
ic hauled cover the grade, when the motsr or engine returns for the
seccnd halfl of the train. Furthermure, if this spur were used as a
storage yard for passenger cars it weuld iavelve two addivional
crescings ever the four-tracl line, which crossings are eliminated

by the present stcrage aren.

In reviewing this rocord we must weigh the objecticns ralsed

to the overnlght stirage cf passonger cars at the present location

as agalnst the advantage ¢f this practice.

_.‘)—




IN - Case l;.é.- p. L = Rewrite again .

It is apparent that if cars are not svored in this vicinity
many non-productive miles will be operated which weuld adversely
affect the service.

The recerd does net dlsclose a betler plan fer the storage
of %these cars; hcwever, the carrier shculd caution its employees to
“make as little neiso ag peseible when working in and arcund this equip-
ment, and furthermore cars sheuld nct be spotved closer than 100 feed
fron the Cedar Street crossing in order to improve the signt distance

of auvteists using it. The complaint will therefcre be dicmissed.

A public hearing having been neld and the matter having

beon submittod;
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Case No. 1c89 be and it is hereby

dismissed,

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDZRED trhat Pacifile Electric Raillway
Company chall net stere cars on tiae track between Primrose and Fremont
Avenues closer than 100 feet Irom the Cedar Street crossing (No.
6D=T+99) .

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days
from the date heroof.

. T ——
Dated a& J@&%_@_, California, this Z ff'___

day of WM/ » 194k,




