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De‘cision Yo. 37041 | @PE@BM@H-

BEFORE THEE RATIROAD COMITISSION OF

T TATZ OF CALIFORNTIA
In the Matter of the Application ¢l tho )

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIF ORXIA, on )

relation or the Department of ?uolic )

Works, for an order authorizing con )  Applicaticn Ne. 2754
struction of a cross at grade of tne )

State highway, Route 5 ’ ané the tracks )

of thoe Southern Pacific Railroad )

(Monterey Branch) near Neponset, in the )

County of Monterey, State of Califcraila.)

Mo Go Zutchings, Superviscr Tirst District,
fer Nonterey County

Carmel Martin for Proporty Qwners

E. Co Crocler for Scuthern Pacific Company

Z¥ THE COMMISSION:
SURPLINETTLL ORTUION

In 1942 the Commission authorized the State Department of
Public Works, in connccticn with theo »elocaticr of State Highway Nc.
56, to construct that highway aercss the Monterey 3ranch of Southeran
Pacific Company near Neboﬁget, Montorey County.(Ex parte Decision No.
351L6). The new crossing (Ne. TE<1Li.%) was about .2 of a mile south
of an existing crossing (No. ZE-11l.1). The order directed that the
cld erossing be abandened and cloced unen cempleticn of the new crcoss-
ing.

On May 12, 1943, the County ¢f Monterey petiticned for a
modificaticn of the order so as to permit the County to maintain a
cressing at the location of the old crcssing. The Comaissicn reopened
the proceeding on March 28, 194k, and a pudblic hearing was had before
Examined Hall at Salinas onm fpril 12, 194, ,

' ke highway, which »e :allcls the railroad rigat of way be-

Green the $Wo polnvs of GICOSING) BLS DEEN TOved rom the aadk 44 the

wost glide ol the track. Through afghway 4traffic has bPeen divertod to
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the new crcssing. The old crossing was an obliques ercssing, located
at a right angle intersection of the track and an unpaved 'private
road” east of the track (Exhibdbit L). The wigwag signal protecting the
old c¢crossing has not been removed and is in cperaticn, and is 30
located to offer protecticn tc vehicles apprcaching cn the old highway,
The County has censtructed an apprvach road west of the track €0 the
new State highway. The cld Erossing 1s used by farmers residing

aleng the "private »¢ad” east ¢f the track, in crdex tc reach the
higaway. Such rcad has been used by the general publie for scome

sixty years. MNany laborers, residing in laber settlements rear

Castroville, muzst ercss the railroad twice daily when werking on

farms east of the railrcad. It was asserted that use of the new
ercssing weuld involve an added milo por round trip for each automo-
bile or truck moving into that farm area. Scme 50 cr 60 veaicles,
exclusive of truclks, use the cld ercssing cdally during the harvest
poriod, and scme 18 or 20 vohicles per day at cthor times.
Considerable truck and +trailer traffic neves Iin *his
vicinity. During the harvest season trucklcads of farm produce t;
(lettuce, carrots, sugar beets, ote.) 2re moved Lo packing houses near
Castroville and Salinas. If such cguipment 1: rcquired tc use the new
- erossing in hauling to packing acuses, it must precced west cn tho
"private rcad” tec the rallrsad right of way, =ud then south on the
cld State highway parallel with the track £ the new ercasing. An
acute right-hand turn must then e made Ifrom the cld State hizhway to
the new crossing and the new State highway. In ordor tc male this
twrn trucks mist pass over the center line ¢f the highway. Truek
drivers wculd not have a view of trains apprcaching from Castroville,
and would not seo the flashlight signals in place at the new crossing.

Thus, use of the new crossing by such trarlfic would be hazardous
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because of the sharp angle between the alignment of tho old and new
State highways and the railroad.

The County representative agreed that if the old crossing
was to remain open it should be reconstructed so as te be at nearly
right angles t¢ the track and in line with the "mrivate road”; that
the oxicting wigwag should ve relocated inm srder to glve proper pro-
tection to vehicles approaching tho crossing Ifrom elther dircction;
and that thoe old hnighway ercesirg should be fenced so as to confine
the novement of vehicles to a route cressing the railroad at a right
angle,

The Department of Public Works, althcugh nctified of the
hearing, made no appearance. The Departmentts 1942 application did
not propose the closing of tho old crnssing, and upen the reccord in
tac rceponed proceeding it appoars that a dofinite hardship and hazard
would result if the clesing occurred. "hile the twe crossings are
but .2 of a mile apart, the‘ncw crogssing would net be as satisrdctory
or safle for local traffic as the cld crossing, 1L steps are taken to
require such traffic te cross thac track a2t a rigaht anglo at the site
of the old eressing. The County ropresontative stated that the County
would be willing te bear the cxponsc of making changes in tho old
crossing and fencing tho right of way, Deeision Nc. 35116 will be
mecdifiod sc as to pormit *he County tc maintain a eressing at that
Location upon compliance with cer<ain requirements which will be sct

forth in the ordor,

SUPPLIMENTAL ORDER

The County of Menterey having petitioned fer a modification
of Decision No. 35116, the mattecr naving deen roenenod and further

hoaring had therein, and good causo cppeariag, T e e
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IT IS ORDZRED as follows:

l. Decision No. 35116 is hereby medified by striking thore-
from the requirement that Crossing No. Zf-1ll.l be abandoned and
closed,

2. The County ¢f Monterey is authoriged to alter said eross-.
ing so as to connect the "approach road" west of the track with the
"private road" oast of the track, which reads are depictod in Exhibit
L herein. Such altered ercssing shall be in alignmoent with the two
roads mentioned, the old State highway crossing shall be fonced sc as
to cenfine the meovement of velicles tco an appreximate right angle
crossing of the railrcad, and the existing wigwag shall be relocated
in order t¢ afford proper pretection to vehicles approaching the
altored crossing. The expense of making the abeve changes shall be
borne by the County of Montorcy.

5 Within thirty days after said changes have been made,
the County of Montercy shall so advise the Commissicn in writing. Tke .
authorization heroin granted shall dbecomo void if sueh changes are net
comploted within ninety (90) days affor the effective date of this
ordoer, unless time be extended, and may B¢ reveked or medified if
pudblic converiience, necessity, or safety so require.

This order shall deccme effective on the- twentieth day aflter

tho date hereof.

P8
Dated atgdg_zd&‘mel, Califerniz, this Z * _ . day
of 2}@5414/'_, 19ldr.
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