
IN - Ap. 247~- p. 1 

Decision No. 370~1. __ _ 
BEFORE THE RAILROAD CO!.rr.:ISS!ON OF TI-:E STATE OF CALIPORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of tho ) 
PEOPLE OF TEE STATE OF CAL!?ORKIA, er.. ) 
relation of the Department ot Public ) 
Worl<:s, for an order authorizing eo:1.- ) Applies-tien No. 24754 
struct10n of·a crossing o.t 5r~dc or the ) 
State highway, Route 56, and the tracks ) 
of tho Southern Pacific Railroo.d ) 
O.zonterey Branch) near Napor-oct, in the ) 
Cou.."lty of Monterey, State o~ Calii'c:"nio..) 

M. G. Eutching:::, Supervi:::::r ?irot District, 
for Mont'erey COt:.nty 

Carmel ~Ilartin for Prcpor'cy Ownerc 

E. C. Crocker tor Scuthc:"n Pacific Ccmpany 

In'1942 the Commi:s1o~ o.~thor1zed the State Department of 

Public· Works" in connccticn \11~c:: teo ::-eloco.ticr.. or State ?Iig...~W'ay Nc. 

56" to construct thD. t hl.ghvtay ac!"cs s ~he l/ronterey Branch of Southern 

Pacific Company n!l.o.r Neponset, Montoro;- Cour.ty.{Ex pa:-te Decision No. 

35116). The new crossing (~rc. :::;E~1J4.::) w'as about .2 ot a mle south 

of nn existi.tlg crossing. (No. EE-l14.l;.. The order directed that the 

cld oross~~ be abandcned ~~d clo~ed upcn cc~pleticn of the new crcss-

ing. 

On May l2., 1943, the CC'Ur.ty of Monterey petitiened for 3-

modification of the order so a~ to per~lit the County to maintain a 

crossing at the location of the old crcssing. The ComQission reopened 

the proceeding on March.28, 1944, ~na 0. public hearing was had before 

Examined Rall at Salir..as on l'..::>ri1 12, lS# • 

. ~he high\,lay) which. pc.:-allelz tl:c railroad right of VlaY be-

tween the two pO.AY~ 9t OToB61ng. h~s been moved f~om th~ ~~~t to the 
wost side o~ the tra.ck. TbrcU€:h ::,ug:.,\wo:y traf'!'!.c boa.:) "coon d~vertoc. to 
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the now crcssing. The old cros~1ng was an oblique ero:s1ng, locntcd 

at a. right anglo interseetion or the tr:lck and an unpaved ap:'ivate 

road" e~st or the track (Exhibit 4). T"110 Vl1gt7ag signal proteeting the 

old crossing has n~t been removed and i! in op~ration~ and is so 

located to otter proteeticn to vehicles a~prcnehing on the old highway. 

The County has eonstrueto~ a.~ appr~~eh road west of tho track to the 

new State bighw~y_ Tho old 'cros~1r~ is used by tar.mor~ residing 

along the "privnte'l"oad" aast ::;t the track, 1n orcle:- to reach the 

hi gh'l:.'lY. , Such rC::I.d has been u:3oe. by t!le genera). publie ror some 

sixty years. ~~y laborers, residing in laoe:- sottlements near 

CastrOville, must eross the rail:'oad ~jice daily 7f~en werking on 

r2~ east of the railrcad. It was assertod that use c! the new 

cre:sing wculd involve an added milo per round trip :tor each automo-

bile or truck moving into th~t r~ ~rea. Sc~ 50 or 60 veh1cle~# 

oxelusivG of trucks, use tho ~ld ercosing daily d~ins the harvo3t 

period. and so~e 18 or 20 vohieles pe~ day at ether ti~os. 

Consi&erable t~ck a.~d tr~iler traffiC ~cves in ~bis 

vicinity. During the hs.:-vest :eo.sor.. trucldcads of farm produoe 

(lettuce, carrots, sugar beets, ote.) are moved. to. packing houses near 

Caotrov1lle ~d Salinas. It sueh cquip~ent 1= required to use the new 

crossing in hauling to pack~~s hcu~os, !t must proceed west en tho 

IIpri vat 13 roadll to the ro.1lroad rig..~t ot: vro.y, ~"ld then south on the 

old Statl3 highway pa:r~lcl with the t~aek to tho ~cw crossing. An 

acute right-hand turn ~ust t~en be ~do rr:~ tho old stat~ hi~~waJ to 

the new crcssing and the new State hig..."'l:mlY. In ordor to mal:o this 

turn trucks ~st pass over the'center line of the hiSh~ay. Truck 

dr1 vel'S tIC uld net havo a view ot' train:: apprcaching f:'om Castroville .• 

and would net seo the 1"1s.shl1gh-: :signal:! in plaeo at the new eross1ng ... 

Thus, use ot the new crossing b7 such tr~t!ie would be hazardoU3 
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because of the s~p ~~g10 between tho alignm~nt of the old and new 
Sta. te highvlays and the ra:i.11"oac.. 

Tho Cou.~ty representative agl"eed that if the old crossing 

vIas to remain open it $h~ulc. be rccons'Cr1.:.ctecl so as te be at nearly 

right c.nsles te the tl"o..c!{ and in 11:'10 \':i th the a,:-ivo.tc road l!; that 

the oxisting wigwag should be rcloco.tod in c:::-der to give proper pro-

tection to vehicles approachir~ tho crossing fro~ either direction; 

and tha.t tho old high"l'lO.y cree s1r.g .:::hcw.c:. be i'e:lced so as to confine 

the movement of vehicles to 0.. route crc:::sing the railroad at a ri&~t 

a..."lgle. 

The Department of Pui:ll!.c 'Narks, although nctified of' the 

heari~, ~de no appoo..r~ce. Tho Depart~entts 1942 application did 

not propose the C10Ding or tho old crrj.:::sL~g, ~~d upon the record in 

the reoponod proceedL~g it appoars that 0.. dofinite hArdship ~~d hazard 

would result if the clcsing occ'LU"rod. ':rn.ile the t\·/o crossings are 

bu:t .2 of a milo o.po.~t, the new crJssing woule. not be as satisfactory 
or sate for local traffic as the ol~ crosoing, it stops are t~~en to 

roquire ~uch tr~ric to cros~ the tr~ck a~ a ri&~t.~gle at the site 

of the old crossing. The Cou.."1ty reprosontativo .:::ta.ted that the County 

would 'be willing to be~ tho expense ot nw,king cl'l~"lgos in tho old 

cro::;:;1ng and fene1.."'lg tho rig...""lt of 'wo.y. Decision No. "ll6 will be 

modifiod sc as to por~t ~hc C01~"1ty tc L~intain a crossing at that 

location upon co~pli~ce v~th certain require~cnts whioh will 'be set 
forth in the order. 

The Cou.."lty of rf.or..terey havir..g petitioned fer a tlodification 
of Deci$ion ~o. 55l1o, the matteI' l"lavir..g boen reopened and further 

hearing had. therein, a.. ...... d good causo c.ppoar1.rls, '" ", "" \'.'.' t'"'" 
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IN - Ap. 2475~ p. 4 • , 

IT IS ORDERED as follow::: 

1. Decision No. 35116 is hereby modified by striking thore-

trom the reqUirement th~t crossi~ No. EE-114.1 be abandoned and 
closed. 

2. The County of Monterey is authorized to alter said eross-. 

1ng so .o.s to con..'"lect the TTapproach road ll wost of tho track with the 

"pri vat 0 roadtl east of the track, which reads arc depictod in Exhibit 

4 horoin. Such altored crcs::ing shall be in alignmont with the two 

ro~ds mentioned, the old State r..iehVlay cros~:ing shall be :fonced. so as 

to contino the movcme~t ot vehicles to an app~cxi~to right angle 

croc~ing of tho railrcad, and tho eXistillg wigwag shall be relocated 

in order to afford proper prctection to vehicles approachi~ tho 

altered crossing. The expense of :nak1::.g the abovo cha..":ges shall be 
borne by the County of ~~ont eroy. 

,. Within thirty days after said changes have boen made, 

the County of Monterey shs.11 so advise the CC::lnlissicn in W'!'it1ng. The 

aut~orization horoin granted s~ll oecomo void if such changes aro not 

cO::lploted \'li thin ninety (90) days aftor the effoctivo da.te of this 

order, unless tL~e be extended, and may 00 revoked or modified 11" 

public convcr~encc, necessitYI or safety so require. 

This ordor s~~ll ~cc~c effectiv~ on the-twentieth day after 
tho date hereof. 

Datedat~~, 
of ~ _, 191.:4. 

~ 

California, this day 

- - _._----------


