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Decision No. 37058

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DRIGINAL

Application No. 26118

In the Matter of the Application of

C. B. GENTRY COMPANY for authority

%o purchase its present and future
requirements of natural gas from

COAST COUNTIES GAS AND ETLECTIRIC CQM-
PANY on the latter's Surplus Ges
Schedule, without necessity of
installing complete standdby facilities.
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BY THE COMMISSION:

Or INION AND O.RDER

In this application C. B. Gentry Company petitions the Commission for
permission to be served with gas under the applicable surplus gus tariffs of
Coast Counties Gas and Electric Company without the necessity of installing and
providing complete standby fuel installation and supply.

The applicant shows that it is in the business of dehydrating vegetables

at its plant on Pacheco Pass Highway, near the city of Gilroy, Californmia, and

that said plant has been and now is being served with natural gas by Coast Counties

Gas and Electric Company. Prior to January 3, 1944, this service was supplied at
surplus rates: since that date it has been supplied at firm rates. It is further
represented'tpat in order to keep pace with the Federal Gevernment's prograr of
producing a larger volume of dehydrated foodstuffs, applicant is aow in the process
of enlarging its dehydrating facilities by adding six direct fired tunnel dehy-
drators, three pre-heat tunnels, and seven forced air furnaces, which will require
an estimated additional 679,000 cubic feet of gas daily. Applicant is alsc in the
process of installing additional Butane sterage and burner facilitiga for standby
purposes which will make possible the operation of the enlarged plant on a fifty

per cent basis as long as may be necessary. Applicant {urther states, and

-l-




KN

A.26118 @

evidences by copies of its application to the War Producticn Board and of that
Board's reply, that it hos been granted permicsion to deviate from said Board's
Utilities Orcer U-7, to the cxtent that it may use the aforesaid daily volume of
£2% in the new burners of its dehydrating plant, provided it installs before
Qavoher 1, 1OLL standby equipment and substitute fuel suppay sufficient to re-
Flace 360,000 cubie feet of natural gas per day during periods of curtailment.

Applicant agrees to accopt curtailmont when ordered by the supplying
uiility and, should its cunply of butons fuel fail, it'JSfurther agroes 4o cease
operations until such Xime as natural gas is again aveilable.

Applicant's rcquest represents a deviation from the utility’s tariffs
and from this Commission's orders in Case No. 4591, wherein standby facilities
are required as a precedent to recedving surplus gas service.

The Commission is aware that epplicant's petition is made in order to
make possible an increased production of necessary food products and recognizes
the inadvisability of requiring the use at this time of critical materials to
provide adequate standby facilities.

The Commission is of the epinion that the requested deviation from said
orders is justified under the prosent circumstances, provided applicant will con-
form strictly to the surplus tariffs and to curtailment orders of the supplying
utility, but that the deviation should not exténd beyond the duration of the
present war, plus six months, It is of the further opinion that a public hearing
in this applicatien is not required, und good cause cppearing,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Coast Countics Gas and Eleetric Company may
render surplus gas service to C. B. Gentry Company at its plant on Pacheco Pass
Highway, three-fourths or a mile outside the city limits of Gilroy, California,

at tho rates and under the conditions of appropriate filed tariffs to the extent

f 073,000 CUbic fest par ey, the ameut sebsitted by the lar Droduetion Toard,

provided it shall before Qctober 1, 1544, install standby equipment and thereafter

maintain sufficient substitute fuel to replace 340,000 cubic feot of natural gas

rer day during perieds of curtzilment and provided, further, that the period of
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such service shall not exceed the period of the present war, plus six months,

unless otherwise authorized Wy this Commission.

Tne cffective date of this Onder shall be the date hereof.
Dated, M JAidmegO California, this 23 “day of e, 19L.
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Commis sionérs.




