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Decision No. 37066 

:BEFOBE THE 'RAIlROAD COl-:MISSION OF TB:E S'l'Al'!E OF CALIFOma:A 

} 
In the Matter ot the App11cation } 
ot :Bel...A1r Br1ck Company for the ) A~plicat10n No. 26130 
Author1zat1on to Purchase Gae at } 
Surplus Retel! _ ) 

----------------------) 
:BY THE COOOSSION: 

OPI:VION .AND O~ 

In this applicat10n Bel-Air Brick Comp~ asks the Commiss10n tor 

permiss10n to be served w1th ntlt\ll'al gas by Southern Counties Gee Company ot 

Ca11fornia under 1te app11cable eurplue gae teriffs. 

According to the app11cation Bel.Atr Br!ck Company 16 engaged 1n 

the bUSiness of menu:factur1ng brick for the Loe Al:laelee MetropoH tan Area" 

and 1ts plant hee been cloeed for the pest nfteen months because the tormer 

8ale price o~ $13.00 per thousand tor common brick d1d not perm1~ prof1table 

opera t10%le i further" due to the cr1 t1cal ohcrtage ot comon br1ck the orrico 

ot Pr1ce Adm1n1str8t1onl under Or<\er dated l-;orch 4, 19441 author1zed en In­

crease of $2.00 per thousand tor this mater1al, ~h1eh then made 1t profitable 

~or app11cant to reopen 1ts plQnt. 

Attached to end made a. part of the e.pplicat1on 1s a copy ot the 

letter vhich,petlt1onor received trom the ~ar Production Board" Wash1ngtonl 

D. C., dated Apr11 191 1944, permitting it deliver1es e~ not to exceed oco 

million cubic feet 1n 8%ly' one ~ay-, b'om. April 15th to November 30th, 1nc:lu-

81 'V'e I of each "ear. It iB a180 pointed out 1n t!J.e War Production :Board' iii 

lett~r that 1nterrupt10ne or de11ver1ee ~y be required during acy season of 

the ,"ocr on .short notice and may extend over a per10d of severe1 @,,8. The 

petitioner hae etated 1n tho app11cation that it hae prov1~ed tor etandby 

fuel for use d'UriDg such c'Ul"ta1lment periode. 
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The surplus tar1ffe of Southorn Counties Gas Company of Ca11:!'orn1a 

wore closed. to now customers end to now usee of old. customers by Decision 

No. ,6518 dated July 21, 1943. Under Dec1sions Nos. 34197 end 35455, pre­

viously made, gas service su~p11,d on a curto11able basie required the in-

stollation of an 81.lX11iary fuel 8UPPly. To permit the applicant to receive 

surplus gas service under those cond1tione will constitute 8 deviat10n from 

the utility'S f1led tariffs end this COmmission's orders. 

The supply of' nc.tural sa!!! in this area is l1mited; however, the 

Commiss1on recognizes the necessity for the production of certain essential 

mater1als, as well es making the moot ef:!'1cient uee ot the ·tuels that are 

avallablo. 

Under tho circumstances it ap:peare that permeston should be given 

Southern Count1es Gee Company of Ca11torn1a to render surplus gas serv1ce to 

applicant. However, th1s 115 contingent u:pon the petitioner's :fUll comp11ance 

With the carry1ng out of any shut.or~ orders the uti11ty mey 1ssue and, in 

eddit1on, 1t 18 undorstood that the petit10ner has ~nstalled. adequate standby 

fuel storage end equ1pment to take care of its minimum requirements during 

the curtailment periods. Therefore, the Cozm:n1seion 1s of the op1n1on that 8 

dev1at10n 18 warranted and that the petition of the appl1ctlnt ellould be 

granted. In view ot the c1rcumstances and. interests inVolved, no pub11c hear. 

ing is necessary, and good. cause appearing, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that Southern Cotmtiee Gas Company of 

California 1s warranted 1n euppJ.y1%lg gae to Bel-.Air Brick Company in en 

amount not to exceed one million cubic ~ect per day ~or the period from 

April 15th to November 30th, inclUSive, of each year under 1ts appro:priate 

tariffs, tUld 

IT IS IrEREBY ORDEF.ED that Southern Counties Gee Company of Califoni1~ 

may render surplus gse eorv1ce to :Bel-A1r :Brick Company, 2915 Nebraska Avenue, 

Santa Monica, Cal1!Orn1a~ and at tl:.o rates· and unc.or the conditione ot ap­

plicable filed tar1ffs to the exte~t of one million cubic feet per day, the 
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~.pem1 tted by the War Prod.uct1cn BOB'rd., ~Oln Apl"ll 15th to 'November 30th, 

~e~1ve, o~ each year; provided th8t the'~r1o¢ ot such serv1ce ahall not 

exceed·the duration of the ~reeent war, plus six months, unless otherwiso 
• 

Bu%her1%cd by the Commi!s1on. . . 
The effect1ve deteof this order shall be the hereof. 

~tod at San Francisco, California, this t;;.,{ day of "~~~ 
l~4. 
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