Decision No. 37065

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application

of Bel-Air Brick Company for the Avplication No. 26130
Authorization to Purchase Gaz at
Surplus Rates.
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OPINICN AND ORDFR

In this application Bel-Alir Brick Company asks the Commission for
permission to be served with naturel gas by Southern Coumties Ges Company of
Celifornia under its applicable surplus gas teriffs. |

According to the application Bel-Alr Brick Company is ongaged in
the buginess of manufacturing bricic for the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area,
and its plant has been closed for the past fifteen months decause the former
ealo price of $13.00 per thousand for common brick did not permit profitable
operations; further, due to the critical chcrtage of comzon brick the Office
of Price Admtnistration, under Order dated Morch 4, 1544, authorized an in-
croase of $2.00 per thousand for this material, which then made it profitable
Tor applicant to reopen its plant.

Attached to and made a part of the applicaticn is a copy of the
letter which petitioner received fyom the War Production Board, Washington,
D. C., dated April 19, 15k, Pormitiing it deliveries of not to exceed one
million cublc fest in any omo day, from April 15th to November 30th, inclu-
slve, of each year. It is also Pointed out in the War Production Board's
letter that interruptions or deliveries my be required during any season of

the yoar on short notice and may extend over & period of several days. The

retitioner has stated {n the application that it has provided for standby

fuel for use during such curtailment perioda.
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The swurplus tariffs of Southorn Counties Gas Company of Californie
wore closed to new customers and to new uses of old customers by Decislon
No. 36518 dated July 27, 1943. Under Decisions Noa. 34797 and 35455, pre-
viously made, goe service supplisd on a cwrtailable basis required the in-
stallation of an awciliary fuel supply. To permit the applicant to receive
swrplue gag service under these conditions will constitute a deviation from
the utility's filed tariffs and this Commigsion's orders.

The supply of natwral gas in this area 1s limited; however, the
Commissicn recognizos the necessity for the production of certain essentiel
matorials, as well as meking the most efficient use of the fuels that are
avalilable.

Under the circumstances it eppears that permission should be given
Southern Counties Cas Company of California to render surplus gae service to
applicant. However, thls is contingent upon the petitioner's full compliance
with the carrying out of any shut-off orders the wtility may issue and, in
additlon, it is undorstood that the petitioner has !nstallod adequate standby
Tuel storage and equipment to take cars of its minimum requirements during
the curtailment pericds. Therefore, the Commission 18 of the opinion that a
deviation 1s warranted and that the pctition of the applicant ehould be
grented. In view of the circumstances and interests involved, no pudblic hear-
ing is necessary, and good cause appearing,

IT IS EEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that Southern Comnties Gas Company of
Californie is warranted in supplying gae to Bel-Air Brick Compeny in an

amount not to exceed one million cubic feet per day for the period fronm

April 15th to November 30th, inclusive, of each year under its appropriate
tariffe, and |

IT IS EEREBY ORDEFED that Southern Counties Gas Company of Califom'iq_
may render surplus gas sorvice to Bel.Air Brick Company, 2915 Nebraska Avenue,
Santa Monica, California, and at tke rates.and uncer the conditions of ap.

plicable filed tariffa to the extert of one mtllion cubic feet per day, the
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amognt. permitted by the War Production Beard, from April 15th te November 30th,
Mcins:.ve, of each yeaxr; provided that the poriod of such service skall not
exceed -the Auration of the present war, plus six months, unless otherwlise

au;ha;'izod by the Commission.
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The effective date of this order shall be the hereof.

Dated at San Framcieco, California, this A3 A day of 22@@
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Commissicners




