Decision No. ;R 0677

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE CF CALIFORNIA

ORIGINAL

In the Matter of the Applicaticn of
HENRY M. GUENSER and SOPHIA E. GUENSER,
doing business as BUILDERS BRICK COMPANY,
for an order authorlzing the sale by and
the purchase from the Southern Caliloraia
Gas Company, of surplus natural gas for
industrial purpose.

Application No. 26129
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BY TEE COMYISSION:
CPINION 2ND ORUEE

In this application Henry M. Guenser and Sophia E. Guenser, doing
business as Builders Brick Company, ask the Commission for permission to be
served with natural gas by Southern California Gas Company under its applicable '

surplus gas tariffs without standdy equipmcnt and fuels.

According to the application Builders Brick Company is engaged in
the business of manufacturing and sales of cormon red brick; further, for a
period of approximately fifteen years the Southern California Cas Company
supplied gas service to the Builders Brick Cempany under the surplus industrial
schedules until the year 1942, when it was necessary that they discontinue the
zanufacture of brick due to the manpewer shortage.

It is the petitioners' contention that the t.arifi‘s of the Southern
California Gas Company, other than the surplus schedulés, are such that they
could not m&nufacture and sell commen rec brick at a profit under the existing
price éeilings. Further, that such price ceilings are not sufficlent o abserd
the cost of construction and maintenance of a standby plant.

Ve are informed by the petitioners that gas would be used only
during the summer perlod, and since they hed been receiving ges service under

the surplus tariffs previous to 1942, they wers thoroughly familiar with the
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shut-off provisions and vould fully comply with the curtailment provisions of
the above-mentioned surplus tariffs; that they would, when notiflied by the Gas
Company curing curtailment periods, shut off the surplus gas being used by
them and not “urn it on again until notified by the utility that a sulficient
amount of gas was available for their operations, regardless of whether or not
the loss of materials was invelved.

The surplus tariffs of the Southera Califernia Gas Company were
closed to new customers and te new uses of old customers by Decision No.36518
dated July 27, 1943. Under Decizioas Nos. 34797 and 35455, previously made,
gas service supplied on a curtailable basis required installation of awdliary
fusl supply. To permit the applicants to receive surplus gas service un@er
these conditions will constitute a deviation from the utility's filed tariffs
and this Commicsion's orders. .

The supply of natural zas in this area is limited; however, the
Commission recognizes the neccssity of conserving critical materials, as well

as making the most officient use of the fuels that are available.

Ueder the clvomstancas 1b anscavs that nemiseion shanld be glven

Southern California Gas Company to roader SUrplus gas 3orvice Lo appiicants.
However, this is continmgent upon tho peti<ioncrs full compliance with the
carrying out of any shut-off orders tha utility may issue; and it is understood

that they will not demand continuous gos nervice during the curtailment pericd

even though thoir production is interruptcd and the loss of materisls may be

involved.

In accordance with the abeve conmitions the Commission 1s therefore
of the opinion that a deviation is warrzntod ond that the petition of ap-
plicants should be grented. In view of the circunstances ond interests involved
no public hearing is decmed necessery, and good cause appearing,

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that Southern Califerniz Ges Compony
is warranted in supplying gas to Heary K, Cuenser and Sophia E. Guenser, doing

business as Builders Brick Company, under its approprizte surplus teriffs, and
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IT IS HERE3Y ORDERED that Southern California Ges Company may render
surplus gasc service to Henry M. Guenser and Sophia E. Guenser, doing business
as Builders Brick Company at 17602 South Western Avenue, Moneta, California,
and at the rates and under the conditions of applicable filed tariffs, provided
that the period of such service shall not exceed the duration of the war, plus
six months, unless otherwise authorized by the Commission.

The cffective date of this order shall be the date hereof.

Dated at San Froneisco, California, this 23 ‘J\dw of
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