
A.~26l40- _ 

Decision No. 2~rute @!!!ff,~tra!i;'t It 
, WJ II b:~ diJ 1L 

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter'of the Application or ) 
JAMES R. PROPER, doing business as ) 
LOS ~~GELES-TRONA STAGES, for a .) 
certificate of public convenience·and) ,Application No. 26140 
necessity to operate a passenger stage) 
line between Trona and Valley Wells, ) 
San Bernardino County. ) 

BY THE COM!{!SSION: 

James R. Proper has requested the Commission to grant to 

him a certificate authorizing the establishment and operation of a 

passenger stage service between Tr.ona and V~lley Wells, and inter-

mediate pOints, as an extension and enlargement of big present 
operation between Los pngeles and Trona, and other· pOints not in-

volved herein. 

The proposed operation1s designed to provide a passenger 

stage .service for the employees of the Pmerican Potash & Chemical 
Corporation and their families and other residents of the Trona 

area to enable them to ut1liz,e and enjoy the out-door swimming pool 
maintained and operated by the Chemical Corporation at Valley Wells 
during the summer months. 'The application sta:tes that the Chemical 

Corporation has about 1400 employees at its Trona plant who,With 
~ehe1r families aggregate about 2600 people which comprises approXi-
mately the entire population of the Trona area. T:"e. region in-

volved is subject to condit:.tons or extreme heat dur1rlg the summer 

months. Th.ere is a m1n1mtlm of recreational and out-doo·r pleasure 
rac1~tt1es available to the residents of the Trona d1str1c~, One of 
such faeilities is the large out-door swimming ,pool which the 



Corporation maintains 'at Valley \'Jells for the use of the residents 

without charge. The proposed period of opera.'!;~:,n would be 
seasonal in character between approxima~ely,Ma7 ~ and August 21 of 
each year. It is stated that there is no other public carrier 

between the points involved. 

Valley Wells is approximately six miles northwesterlY of 
, . 

Trona. The proposed·one-way fares for adults and cb1ld~en und~r 
~ .. , . , 

sixteen years of age are ten cents and fiv~ cents, respect1vel1. 
~ ..'~. . 

The round trip fares would be double the one-way fares" Individual 
3,-r1de commutation tickets good for the season would be sold for 
$1.;0. A similar commutation ticket to be used by a man or his 

wife would be sold for $2. .A family 35-r1de com:;mta'tion t1cke:t 
good for the season, useable by any member of t~e family, would be 
sold for $2.,0. 

Appl~cant proposes to operate six round-trips daily which 
would :i.nvolve a total of approximately 72 miles of operation. 
Application for a certificate is made at the r:;'C?uest of -:he Chemical 
Corporation above referred to. The application states t~~t such 

Corpora~ion and applicant are of the opinion t hat the proposed 

tares would probably not be s~ficient to meet the cost of applicant 
in prOViding the service. The Chemical Cor;orat1on has agreed to 
subsidize the operation to the extent of $300 a month regardless of 
the gross revenue derived. ?~YI!l.ents to applicant in excess of $300 

a month to and including $500 a oonth would be made upon a scale as 
(1) 

indicated in the margin. 

(1) $300 a month regardless of gross revenue. 
$350 for a month during which gross revenue is less than $600. 
$400 'n " ft " U " " If " $55'0. $450 " " "If tT " "' It u- n $,OO~ 
$;00 " " fI II n tT " rr " . $4,o,,· 
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Applicant asserts t~t it is his beli~f that under the 

proposed fares and the subsidy~payments the operation Will·be 

compensatory and !le is, therefore, ~lling to establish the service 

requested. 

It is our opin1on that the operation proposed bj appli-
cant is in th2 public interest and should be authorized. No public 

hearing is necessa~. 

James R. Proper is l'laced upon notice that lIoperative 

rights" as such do not constitute a class of property ,which may be 

capitalized or used as an ele~e~t of value in rate fixing for any 
amount of money i~ excess of that originally paid to the State as . . ' 

the consideration for the grant of such ,rights" JSide from their 
purely permissive aspect, they extend to the holder a full or 

partial monopoly of a class of business over a particular route. 

This monopoly feature may be changed or destroyed at any time by 

the State which i~ not in any respect limited to the number of 
rights which may be given. 

An application therefor having been filed and it being 

hereby found that public conver~ence and necessity so re~uire, 

IT IS ORDERED as rollo~s: 

(1) Tr~t a cert1fic~te of public convenienc~ and. 
necessity i~ hereby granted to James R. Proper authorizing the 

establishment and operation of service as a passenger stage corpo-
ration, as defi!led in Section 2t or the Public utilities Act, for-', 
the transportation of passengers betwee~ Trona and Valley Wells~ 

and intermediate pOints, froe epproximctely U~y 1 to approximately 



Ae,261¢O -I 

AUlN-st 31 of each year, as an extension and enlargement and 
consolidated with the operative right heretofore created by the 
Commission's Decision No~ 35970, rendered November 18, 194 2. 

(2) That in providing service pursuant to the certifi-
cate herein granted, applicant shall comply Ydth and observe the 

following service regu~at1ons: 
' .. 

1. Applicant shall file a written acceptance of the 
cert1ric~te herein granted within a period of not 
to exceed thirty (30) days from the effective date 
hereof. 

2. Applicant shall comply with the provisions of General 
Order No. 79 and Part IV of General Order No. 93-A by 
filing, in triplicate, and cO!'lcurrently making e1:-
fective, appropriate tariffs and time schedules'within 
60 days trom the effective date hereof and on not less 
than 1 day's notice to the Commission and the public. 

3. Subj~\ct to the authority of this Commission to 
chang,e or modifY it by further order, applicant 
shall conduct operations, pursuant to the certifi-
cate herein granted, over and along the following 
route: 

day of 

OVer and along the county road between 
Trona and Valley Wells. 

The effective date of this 

Dateda~~ 
~c ,1944. 

order shall be the date hereof. 
, California t this .:3 / ;r-
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