
m:FORE TEE :RAJI.ROAD COl>foflSSION OF '1'BE ·STA'lZ OF CAI.IFORNlA. 

) 
In tho tatter ot the appl1cation ) 
ot PACIFIC GAS.ANI> EI:EC'l'RIC COMPANI ) 
tor an order ot the Bc.ilroe.d Com- ) 
miseion ot the State ot caWom1a } 
amend1ng and mod1ty1:cg thoee provi- ) 
eions or Genoa Order No .. 95 herein } 
menti01lod. ) 

-------------------------) 
:BY TEE COl«QSSION: 

~ICA.TION No. ~. 

In Dec1s ions Nos. ,6}44, e.nd ~791 1n the above proceed.1n8e tlle 

Pacific Ce:e and. Electric Compe.ny (eomet1m.ee ref'orr&d to herein a8 Pac:1!ic) 

vas given authoritY' to doviate 1"rom certain rules or Gcmercl. Crdm:- No. 95 

in'roeponso to its or1g1xlal end :Firttt Supplemento.l Appl1co.tione. In th1s 

Second S'Ill?plomcmtal Application pOrmit:le1on is requested tor authority to 

deViate trom. certain prov1sione ot Rule 22.2 ot the General Order. 

Rule 22.2, :pago 20 or Genoral Order No. 95, ete.~s in part that 

"Protoctivo Coverin8, Suitable, mee:ns c. cover1ng ot vood. t:tr other material 

bc.v1n6 tho elcx:tr1czl :1n8ulo.t1Xl8 e:r~1c1cncy end moe:l::lAn1ea1. etrcmgth or 1.;-

inches ot redwood" or hardvood. mould1:og (oak or rock elm) three-oighths ot 

an inch 1n th1Cla:l.OH or having c. cross section e.e shown in F1gur:e 81 ot 

Appondix 0., ctr o.s otherwi1Ht lI.uthor1r.04 by the :Re.ilroe.d Commission.:" 

Tho Appl1cant alleges ~t tor c. number ot yoe.rs last pe.et, it 

me boon and nov 18 tho practioo of oloctric util1ties to U80 the e.ltorne. .. 

tivo bard:wood section mentioned 1n this rulo tor covering ground ~08 ac.d 

bond vll"OS ~ng in size 1rom #6 to 2/0 A.W.G. 1n FetorDnee to the uso 

ot redwood v1th its mueh lDrgor C:r'068 soet1on. It t\n"'thor ate.tea tbc.t 1t 

. is b~om1ng 1ncrees1rl8lY d1:r:t'ieult to eOC\tr'o l:lcrdwood mould1llg end" f'urtbor .. 

moro" the oe.k mculd1llg authorised by tho Com1BSion rules Cone!. extDnBive~ 



used 1n tho po.st has boen found. to vcrp 'badly which be.8 resulted. 1n ground. 

wiro Oxp08U1:"OO end. thua to unduo e.!I1Ount of ma1nteneneo work. 

Role.t1vo to the use ot tho horger croee section ot rodvood or 

so-celled soft 'Wood moul<l1ns, Pc.cit'1c ste.tee that duo to its r1g1d1ty it 

is impossible to 1nstell it to contorm \11th tho 'tIneven surfaces ot' .polos, 

with tho rosult tMt tho vires bocO!nO C%posed; tmt it 18 bulk:y e.:nd thus 

intorferos With l.1no::l.on cl1I:lb!Il€; ~d worldDg on :I;Iolea; tlX:Id euch ':I1ould1Xl8 

tl.nd. ita ettc.chmonts ~o mmoeeDser1l.y expensivo. On o.ccou:c.t ot' those d1f .. 

t1cult1os .end cons1do:r:e.t1onG, Pee1t1c etatos thD.t it believes tho uso ot 

Douglz:.e :Fir ot e. section one-ht:.J.:r !neb. in th1cknoss e.G spoc1f'1od. in Exh1b1t 

ttA", atte.chod to ita Second Supp-lo::wntel .Application, will provide Q. ~ 

act1et'~tory protectivo covor1ng tor graund and. bond wiros than tho red-

'Wood. cov~1llg or its altarntltivc hc.rdwood eover1Ilg specified 1n Rule 22.2 

(end F~o 81 ot Appcnd1x C.) ot Cono2:'lll Ordor No. 95. The eseont1o.l 

roo.sons tor this bel10f end the edvzm:togos ot the usc ot the smllor soc-

tion ero tbc.t: 

(1) Dougl.c.e Fir, 1ntormoe.:1eto in berdncee boween 0Ilk and 

redwood, is eutr1c1ently herd to ~t U30 ot en D.p-

propr1c.toly d1me:ns1onod. soct1on th1l:mcr thc.n tho roqui:red 

th1cknOEIG ot redwood., 

(2) Tho propoood. section ot DoUSJr.s :Fir 18 tloxiblo cmoush to 

1nste.ll on UlC.evcn polo eurf'c.ees 1n such C. 1DQlm0l" thct a=ll 

~ "o71ll not boeo:l.c exposed and. all v.1ros Yill be 8ubatc.ntiel-

ly c:c.d edoquately covorod, 

(3) Tho soction ·ot Olle-he.lt inch "th1ckrloea 'W1ll cover less polo 

surfa.co end ,ir111 ott~r loeB obstruetion in the cl1mb1l:l8 or 

(4) '!'he emll soction ot oek mould1ng~.now authorized is eUbjGCt 

to vc.rp1ng, 'U'hich tendency 18 nggrtlvc.tod in our' eo.litorn1a. 

el1mc.to end "h1ch resulto 1:0. expoeure of gt"otmd. Vires to 

eontact o:nd. occeB1ons cone1derable roaintemmce 1n keep~ 



1nstc.llc.t10%1.8 ,,~to tor vorlcon. Dougll:.e F1r ie less subject 

to 'WCJ:1l1Xlg t.bo.n ~ end .,...111 theretore be ~ 'bettor cover1xlg, o.nd 

(5) Its cost v111 be lover th!m the requ1red section ot eithor oo.k 
" or redwood. 

It is not ~ requootod m this Supplement.nl Appl1cation tmt uso· 

of' Douslne Fir ot tho l'ropolJoo roo.uced. 3t)CtiOll be porr:d.tted 0.0 a substitute 

tor the Suitable Protective Covor1D8B dot.mod. 1n Goneml Or4er No. 95 tor 

eovor1D8 groUlld end. bond. w1ros, but elso tl:ltl.t the eq\lCJ. ot Do\18J.e.s Fir or 

t.hi8 reduced section be autllarjjsod. unciOJ:' tho condition t:bl:.t IJ:rt:f oqu1vc.lont 

of Douglc.a Fir she.ll he:l"eet 10Cl).t' tho he.:r@ooa end strength therO¢:t'. Douglc.s 

Fir vh11e clc.oe1tied. e.s eo sort vood 18 ono or the lludeet, st:r'onsoet end. ::lOst 

d\U"C.b1~ ot woods or tllat elMsU'1cetion. The ztter ot relAtive values ot 

d1:ttere:l.t spec1os,nth rospect to hu'dnoes, strength end. durab1l1ty, 18 c. 

controversial subJoct e:od, thoretoro, it vould. eooc. 1l:l:prc.ct1ce.l and 'Umlecoo-

sc.ry to authorizo tho uae or species wh1ch 'CtXJ' be tho eq~ or Do~ Fir. 

In v.1ev ot tlll~ roroe;oi:n6 cire=atc.nces" gnmt1ng of the, .,roquGs.t or 

the Applleent, v1th respect to tho usC) o't t:loul"'''S mc.do ot Douglna Fir appollrs 

, to bo wcrrcntod provided vell .. oeclJoned, streight gra1ned ond donse,l>ouglas 

Fir :bzl.v1ne; MZe:a1ens not lesB tllen those or tho cross section spoe1fied. 1n 

:Exhibit ".tt!' or tho SupplOl:lentc.l AllPl1cc.t1on" 18 used. lmd ;f'urthor llrovU.od 

such moulMng 18 1Mtellod 1n eo vorle:znl1ko mo:cnor. The order Y11;L euthorizo, 

under these cOnditions, the devU.t1on roqu.et8d. 

OBDER --.----
Tho Co:z1ssion haV1n8 considered. the e.bovo o.ppl1cat1on end be1De 

or the Ol>1n1on thet e. llubl1c hoe.r1ng 18 wmeeeseary" end good eeuso t:.:ppocr~, 

IT IS ORDERED tbe.t Pc.c11"ic Ce.s and Electric Compe.ny be ~ it 113 

horGby o.uthorized." in the eov~1xl8 ot grmmd e.nd bond wiros on 'Wood poles 

end. ...,ood croSSc.:t'l:lt5, to use mould1ng o!,DouglM Fir .. hav1Dg L\ mnimum. thick-

n()ss ot ono .. halt illch and cross section v1th d1.:me:DBione not lese tlJD.n thoso 

ot Exh1b1t "A" c.ttc.ched. to ito Soooncl Supplemontal Appllce.tion 1n ple.ce of 



tho protoet1'Vo cover1ngD specified 1n Rulo 22.2 of Genora.l Order No. 95 

under tho tollow1ng c:ond1t1oM: 

(1) Tbo.t Douglea F1r, used tor me.ld.na l!Juch l:lOuld1l:lgs 1 slzU 

be voll-soasonod, cloer, donee end atre.1ght sra1nod, 

(2) The t BUch aould1ng UI5 cd to cover groWld or bond Wires 

1n8~llod on tho sur:t'aco of wood poles or croBserms 

shell bo attached 1n eo workmc.nl1ke ma:oner to such sur ... 

tacos 'With straps or staples ap.c.cod not more the.n throe 

teot "'part, but at mor.o troq,uont mtervc.ls whore unoven 

polo surfacos reqUiro se.mo to eocuro vorkmo:lJ iko 1nste.llc.-

tiona. ,-I')' 
Tho order ehall bo e:rtect1vQ on the ,d"-iJ - dJ!y attar tho date 

Comm1ss:1oncrs 

.-


