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DECISION NO. 37108

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Application of
San Joaquin County, acting through

g m \)’

its Board of Supervisors, for per=- )
mission to reconstruct Stork Road ) Application No. 26074
at grade across the Atchison, Topeka )
and Santa Fe Railroad. )
For Applicant:
' Robert Blewett, Asst. Dlstrict Attorney

James B. Mathey, County Englneer
For Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallroad:

Barry McDermott

0. R. West, Divislon Engineer
¥ THE COMMISSION:

OPINION

In this application San Joaquin County requests permission to
reconstruct and open for public use a private crossing of the main
line track of The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Rallway Company, &
short distance west of the City of Stockton. Public hearing was held
at Stockton on May 12, 1944, before Examiner Hall and at this hearing.
the matter was submitted. It is now ready for decision.

The crossing with which this application is concerned is that
of a private road known as Stork Road in the Stockton port area which
was constructed a number of years ago to permit access to a sewerage
disposal plant of the City of Stockton located on the east bank of
the San Joaquin River and Immediately south of the rallroad. At
that time the most convenlent means of reaching this plant was by
way of West Washington Street, located approximately parallel to the
main line of the Santa Fe and about three-eights of a mile to the
north. Stork Road connected the disposal plant with West Washington
Street. Subsequent to the opening of this crossing a street on the
southerly side of the track, Charter Way, has been extended westerly
from Stockton, furnishing direct access to the disposal plant and
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connecting with Stork Road to the south of the crossing. Therefore,
the crossing 1s no longer necessary to reach the disposal plant.

Following the declaration of war the U. S. Army has taken
over large areas of the Stockton port district and established an
ordnance depot in the area adjoining Stork Road and West Washington
Street. For military reasons the cormanding general has closed West
Washington Street to the general public between the Intersection of
Stork Road and o point in the vicinity of Fresno Street about a mile
to the east. West Washington Street has in the past been the prin-
cipal means of travel between the City of Stockton and Rough and
Ready Island, an agricultural and light industrial area west of the
San Joaquin River. The street leads to & bridge over the river and
into Jacobs Road which road extends westerly across Rough and Ready
Island to Holt Station and a connection with State Highway Route 4
southwest of Holt. With the closing of West Washington Street the
public having occasion to use this route has detoured by way of Fresnc
Street, Charter Way and Stork Road, thereby making illegal use of the
private orossing. The county, in its spplication, proposes to widen
this crossing and dedicate 1t for public use.

The Stork Road crossing has extremely narrow and steep appro-
aches, view conditicns are obscurcd, and all parties to the pro-
ceeding admit the hazards created by general public use. TFollowing
the establisment of the detour the Santa Fe Company removed the
private crossing and barricaded the approeches.

The main State Highway Route 4 1is located about a mile and a
quarter to the socuth of and approximotely parallel to West Washington
Street cmd the railroad. With the closing of the Stork Road crossing
the general pudblic has becen detoured to this highway by way of Fresno
Strect, thence returning to the Jacobs Road extension of West Washing-
ton Streot by way of a north and south route known as Dagzett Road,.

The distance involved by thls latter detour is somewhat longer than
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that by way of Stork Road, particularly to certain residences and
indastries located immedlately west of the West Washington Street
bridge across the river. These users are required to travel approxi-
mately one mile west to Daggett Road thence via Daggett Road to tke
State Hizhway and oasterly in to the City of Stockton. To other
former users of the West Washington Street route in and. out of Stock-
ton the additional distance is not se great and much of this travel
can conveniently use the State HEighway. From the record it appears
that the commanding general has issued permits to the residents and
the employees of the industries located on Roush and Ready Island
and these persons can now travel to and from Stockton by thelr accus-
tomed route.

In order to make the Stork Rocd crossing safe for public use,

& considorable expenditure would be necessary. At this point the
rallrosd grade is about 17 fcet above the natural ground and the
county in its application proposes an approach grade of ten per cent
from the north. In the opinion of the rallroad!s enginecer tris is
entirely too steep. Ee recommends a grade line not in excess of six
per cent and also susgests that o level section extend for a short
distance on ocach side of the track. We are inclined to zagrec with
these recommendations, but to carry tham out and to construct a road=-
wey of the proper width would involve considerable grading and an
expenditure which does not appear justified,

Before the Stork Road crossing was c¢losed a traffic count was
made for a perlod of five hours from 7:00 sa.m. to 12:00 noon on April
28 and durinz this period 64 trucks and 87 automobilés us¢d the cross-—
ing. From a count made during the same period at tho intersection of
Daggett Road and Jcecobs Road, 1t appears that a substantial poercontage
of thls trafflc, approximately ninety per cent, could have as conveni-
ently used the detour via Daggett Road. While tho Daggett Road detour

also involves a crossing of grade with the rallroad, this crossing
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appears to be safer than thc one proposed in the application.

It also appears that Stork Road to the north of the track be-
tween the crossing and West Washington Strcet over which the publle
would have to travel to use the crossing proposed in this application
is a private road on the army reservation and the county has no rights
other than such permission as may Ye granted by the military authori-
ties. If a military exigency arese the army covld close this road
and the proposed crossing would then be isolated from any public road
north of the railway.

After giving full consider.tion to all the facts in thls re-
cord, we are of the opinion that the public wlll not be unduly incon-
venienced 1f compelled to use the Daggett Road detour and the appll-
cation will accordingly be denled,

, gounty
San Joaquin/baving filed the above~-entitled application, a
pudblic hearing having been held on the matter and the matter sub-

mitted, ,
IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that sald application be and it 1s

hereby denied.
The effective date of this order shall be twenty days from

the date hereof.
3 .4:-"""
Dated at < , Californisa, this dgy of
AAA~IL—— 2 1944 N
C/ —

;ommissionors
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