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~""'~O""'" DECISION NO. ,)I, J f) 

• 
EEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

~ the Matter of the Application of ) 
San JoaqUin Countyt act1ng t~~ough ) 
its Board or Superv1sors l tor per- ) 
m1ssion to reconstruct Stork Road ) 
at grade across the Atch1sont Topeka ) 
and Santa Fe Railroad. ) 

For Applicant: 
Robert Blewett, Asst. District Attorney 
James B. Ma they, County Engineer 

For ttehison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad: 
Barry McDermott 
o. R. West .. Division Engineer 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

@wg~ffhW~! 
Application No. 26074 

In this app11catio~ San Joaquin County requests permission to 

reconstruct and open tor public use a private crossing of the main 

line track ot The Atchison, Topeka~ and Santa Fe Railway Comp~~y .. a 

short distance west of the City ot Stockton. Public hearing was held 

at Stockton on W~y 12t 1944t before Examiner Hall and at this hearL~, 

the matter was subm1tted. It i3 now ready for decis1on. 

The crossing with which this application is concerned is that 

of a private road known as Stork Road in the Stockton port area which 

was constru9ted a number ot years agp to perm1t access to a sewerage 

disposal plant of the C1ty of Stockton, located on the east bank of 

the San Joaquin River and ~ed1ate1y south of the railroad. At 

that time the most convenient mea~ of reaching this plant was by 

way ot West Wa~hington Street, located approx1mately parallel to the 

main line of the Santa Fe and about tl"..ree-ei,ghts of a mile to the 

north. Stork Road cor~ected the. disposal plant with West Washington 

Street. Subsequent to the opening of this crossing a street on the 

southerly s1de of the track, Charter WaY1 has been extended westerly 

from Stockton, furnishing d1rect access to the disposal plant and 
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connecting with Stork Road to tho south of the crossing. Therefore, 

the cro~sing is no longer necessary to reach the disposal plant. 

Following the declaration of ~ar the U. S. Army has taken 

over large areas of the Stockton port district 3nd estab11shec an 

ordnance depot in the area adjoining Stork Road and Viest Was'hington 

Street. For military reason~ the commanding general has closed west 

Wasbington Street to the general public between the intersection of 

Stork Road and a point in the vicinity of Fresno Street about a ~ile 

to the east. West V{ash1ngton Street has 1n the past been the prin

c1pal means of travel between the City of Stockton and Rough and 

Ready Isl~d, an agric~tural and light industrial area west of the 

S~~ Joaquin River. The street leads to a bridge over the river and 

into J~eobs Road which road extends westerly across Rough and Rea~ 

Island to Holt Station nnd a connection with Stote H1ghway Route 4 

southwest of Holt. With the closing ot 1.~.re$t Washington Street the 

public having occasion to use this route has detoured by way of Fresnc 

Street, Crorter 'Tray and Stork Road, thereby maldng illegal use of the 

private orossing. The county, in its application, proposes to widen 

this crossing and dedicate it ~or public use. 

The Stork Ro~d croSSinG has extre~ely narrou and ste~p appro

aches, view conditions are obscured, and all p~rties to the pro

ceeding admit the hazards created by general public use. Following 

the establishment or the detour the Santa Fe Company removed the 

pr1vQte croSSing and barricaded the approaches. 

The main State Highway Route 4 is located about a ~le and a 

quarter to the south of and approxim~tely parallel to west WaShington 

Street ~ the ro.ilroc.d. With the clo.:;ing of the Stork Rond crossing 

the general public hns been detoured to this ~ghway by w~y of Fresno 

Street, thence returning to the Jacobs Rond extension of west Washing

ton Streot by way or a north ~d ~outh route lcnown as Daggett Road. 

The distance involved by this latter detour is somewhat longer tban 
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that by way of Stork Road~ particularly to certain residences xnd 

1nc3u:tries located immed1:J.tely west or tho West Washington Street 

bridge across the river. These users are required to travel :J.pproxi

matoly one mile west to Daggett Ro~d'thence vin Doggett Road to the 

State Hi,:;l:wlay and onsterly in to the City of Stockton. To other 

former u,sers of the west WaShington Street route in :me. out of Stock

ton the o.ddit10nal dista...""l.ce is not so great and much of this travel 

can conveniently use the State F~gb7ay. From the recox·d it 3ppears 

that the comma.nd1ng general bas issued pertlits to the %·esidents and 

tho employees 01' the industries located on RouSh and Ready Island 

and these persons con no,,, travel to ~nd from stockton by their a.ccus

tomed route. 

In order to make the Stork Road cro~sing safe for public use~ 

a considerable expenditure would be necessary. At this pOint the 

ra,i1roo.d gro.de is about 17 teet o.bove tho naturo.l g'rOun.i o.nd the 

county in its application proposos an approach grade of ten por cent 

from the north. In thc opinion of the rai1roo.d's engineer t~is is 

entirely too steep. He recommends 3 grade line not in excess of six 

per cent and olso cusgests thot c level section extend tor a short 

d.1stanco on ea.ch ::;ide of the track. "Yo arc inclined to :::.grec with 

these recommendations, but to co.~ry tham out and to construct a road

way of the proper ,.,idth v;"ou1e:. involve considerable grndins a.nd an 

expend.1ture w~ich docs not ap~car justified. 

Before tho Stork Road crossing was closod a traffic count was 

m~do for a period of five hOurs from 7:00 o..m. to 12:00 noon on April 

28 and durin.:!: this period 64 trucks and 87 3.utomo~ilcs used the cross

ing. From a count made during the same period at tho intersection of 

Dagsett Road and Jccocs Ro~d~ 1t appears that a substantial p~rcentage 

of this traffic~ approximately ninoty per cent, could have as conveni

ently u:.od the detour Via Dasc;ett Road. Vrhi1e the Daggett Road detour 

also involves a crossing of grade with the ra.ilroad~ this ,crOSSing 
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appears to be sater than the ono proposed in the application. 

It also appears that Stork Road to the north of the track be

tween the crossinc and West Washington Street over which the public 

would hAve to travel to use the crossing proposed in this applioation 

is n p~1vate road on the army reservation and the county bas no rights 

other tmn such permission as may be granted by the military authori

ties. It a military exigency arose the army could close this rond 

and the proposed crossing would then be isolated from any public road 

north or the railway. 

After giving full cor~ider.tion to 011 the fncts in this re

cord, we are 01' the opinion that the public will not be unduly incon

venienced 11' compelled to use the Daggett Road detour and the appli

cation will accordingly be den1ed. 

~ 
public 

:m1tted, 

ORDER 
County - - - - -

San Joaqu1E!having t1led the above-entitled app11cation, a 

hearing having boen held on the l:l::ltter and the matter sub-

IT IS ~EBY ORDERED that said application be and it is 

hereby denied. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty" days from 

the da to hereof. j 
1\ Dated at~ ~~'a, , 
'K"~ .... , 1944. o 


