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Decision No. (.A V 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD Co}:D,ETSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOR.~IA 

In the matter of the application of 
James L. Rice ~~d Ida M. Rice, his 
wife, to sell, and of Del Este 
Water Company, a corporation, to 
purchase, water p~oduction ~~d 
distribution pl~~t ~~d syste~. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

Application No. 26053 

James L. Rice and Ida M. ~ice, his ~~fe, own a water 

system in the unincorporated area lying so~th of the C1~f of 

Modesto and imcedi~tely south of the Tuolumne River, bounded 

on the east by the state highway ~~~ing south from Modesto to 

Turlock, ;md bou."lded on the W0~t by th.~ t~'lcks of the Western 
. 

Pacific Railroad Comp~"lY and uleo in ~n a~~~ extending along 

the easterly side of the state high'::ay ,:.nd aC:jocent thereto 

and on the oPPosite side thereof fro~ the area just described. 
The sellers 1nst~lled the w~tcr system for the pu:pose of 

encouraging the develop~ent of a business area. They then 

operated a ~erc~~tile busL"less but do so no longer. They own 

certain lots and buildings in the arec. They live a conSider-

able distance from the ~rea and find it inconvenient to oper~te 

the water system. They hav~ entered into en agreement to sell 

the water properties to Del Este Water Comp~j for $4,000, p~y-

~ble when the R~ilroacl Commission authorizes the tr~s£er o~ 

the properties. 
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The petition ShOV1S that Del Este Water Company is 

presently operating the properties as agent for the sellers. 

It is ch~rg1ng the rates formerly charged by James L. Rice and 

will continue to charge such rates until the Commission passes 

on Application No. 26144, in which Del Este Water Company asks 

permission to place its rates into effect in the Rice area. 

There are presently some 40 consumers receiving water from the 

Rice system. The properties to be transferred consist of a lot, 

one well and pumping equipment, the pumping equipment in a leased 

well and distribution mains. They are more particularly described 

1n Exhibit "A" on tile in this application and in the lease 

agreement filed on March 29, 1944. 
Del Este Water Company is a public utility corporation. 

It owns five water production and distribution systems in the 

vicinity of Modesto. 

The Commission has considered ~pplicants'request and 
is of the opinion that this is not a m~tter on which a hearing is 

necessary; and that this application should be granted, therefore~ 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that James L. Rice and Ida M. Rice~ . 

his wife, be, and ~hey are hereby, authorized to sellon or be-

fore October 1, 1944, to Del Este Water Co~pany the properties 

<lescr1bed in Exhibit "A" on file in this application, and to 

lease to said Del Este Water Company the well and pump site 

described in the agreement filed on March 29, 1944. 

IT !S HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that within thirty (30) 

days after the ~cqU1s1tion of said properties Del Este Water 
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Company shall file wit~ the Railroad Commission a copy of the 

deed under which it holds title to the properties acqUired 
from James L. Rice and Ida. M. Rice, his wife. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the action taken 

herein sh~ll not be con~trucd to be a finding of value for any 

purpose other than the proceeding herein involved. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the authority herein 
granted will become effective upon the d~te hereof. 

D:lted t.t San Francisco, California, this """"""L..o::.,.- day 

of June, 1944. 

"' 

W!JA.::k~~...ef2£ 
Cornmiss1"oners 


