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ORIGINAL
Decision No. 3¢ 212

BEFCRE THE RAZIROAD COMMISSICON OF THE STAIZ OF CALIFCRNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
THE SAN JOAUIN -CANAL CONPANY, a
corporation, for an Order fixing the
gross area to which service may be
rendered for the growing of rice,
and for u formuls determining the
annual net acreage which may be
served for the growing of ricec under
varying conditions of water supply,
and the acrecage which muy be irrigated
by each rice grower.

Application No. 26276

In the Matter of the Application of
THE SAN JOALUIN CANAL CQMPNY, a
corporation, for an order authorizing
it (1) to sell excess water for the
irrigation of grass lands and to fix
a rate therefor, (2) to transport
water purchased from the United States
by owners of grass lands und 1o fix 2
service churge therefor, and (3) to
transport through the Outside Cuncal
water purchased from the United Stutes
for the irrigation of approximately
6,000 acres of lund now receiving
partial service and to fix & service
charge therefor.

Application No« 26277
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woolley, for Applicant.
Deuel, for Californis Farm Zurcau Federation.
Harvey, for Arvin-Edison Water Storuge District.
Robinson und Samuel V. Cornell, for
Central Culifornia Mutual Vater District.
Linneman and J. B, Burgess, for
Dun Curmignuni and E. J. Dietz,.
D. Oliver Germino, for Sum Hamburg.
Claude L. Rowe, for COrass lLands Water Association,
Walter . Gleuson, for Elon P. Closc.

ROWELL, COLMISSIONER:

OPINION

In Application No. 26276, the San Joaquin Canal Compuny asks the

Commission (1) to fix and determine the gross area available for the growing of
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rice; (2) to provide a formula by or which applicant may annuelly determine, under
varying conditions of water supply, (a) tne screage ol sald gross rice ares 1o
which it may render service, and (b) the number of acres of cach consumer that are
entitled to service.

In Application No. 26277, as amended, the company asks the Commission
(1) for authority to sell water in excess of the requirements of all of its
consumers Jor irrigution of grass lunds and to fix a rate for the service; (2)
for authority to transport through its cunuls water which the owners of certain
grass lands expect to purchuse from the United States, and to fix o rate which
nay be charged for the transportation of such water; (3) for suthority to
transport through its Outside Cunal other water purchased from the United States
by the owner of approximately 6,000 acres of crop lund which now has partial.utility
service, and to fix a charge for that service.

A public hearing was held st Los Banos in these procecdings and they
were consolidated for hearing and decision.

Applicant diverts its water supply from the San Joagquin River at Mendota
Dam, near lMendotu, Fresno County, and distributes it within a gross service arca
of 146,700 acres located on the west cide ol the San Joaquin Velley in Fresno,
lerced and Stanislaus Counties. The water is distributed by meuns of twe main
transmission canals, namely, Main and Quiside Canals, which are 71 and S miles

A

long, respectively. A description of the company's system wund available wuter

supply is contuined in the Commizsionts Decisioen Noo 22238 @L Cp\d U?g] (lnd NG-‘
31861 (L1 CRC 7L6). The lands within the compeny's service ures are irrigated
for the production of various crops such us alfalfa s <otton, pasture, grain, rice,
etc.., each requiring water in varying guantiticse

Application No.- 26276

In this application the company asks thut the Commission muke an order
fixing the rice growing lands to include an ares of 20,640.6 acres, und limiting

the annual acreage pianted to conform to the water available. This request is made
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for the reason thut rice reguires a hewvy duty of water, and un allocgtion of &
large quantity to this crop wouwld jeopardi:q the supply availablé to the growers
of other crops. ‘W‘th the individual exceptions hgrcafter discussed, all existing
rice growers, as well as other crop growers within the company's .service area,"
are in favor of the upplication.

Historically, the growing of rice hus been configed to approxima;ely
20,000 acres of land where the soll is partlcularly cdupted for the procduction of
this crop. lThis urea lies along und between the iadin and Outs;de‘Canals and is
approximately 18 miles long and 2 miles wide, and begins about three miles from
thc‘diversion damte. As u plee crop reyuires approximntely_éé acre feet of water
per uere per season, the tight soll und short canal trunsmission make the selecped
area particulurly desiravle from & water conservation standpoint.

Since the beginning of the war there has been u stimulation in rice
prbductiop and land owners huve sought to increase their acrcage. The zllotment
of acreage for this crop becomes acute during years of short water supply when
growers demand more acreage than can be irrigated with the available supply. -The
company's.proposal as hpdified by an exchunge of rights to service is o have a
definite area of 20,457.61 acres of lund set sside for this crop, said lands
being more purticwlarly deseribed and sct forth in Exnibit No. 2. .AS rice lands
are usually planted to this crop every third year, Kr. Thomas C.'mopt, the
company's Chief Engirecer und Gener:l Linnager, stoted that from his experience a
maximun of 7;SQO acres could be planted to rice in years of maximum water supply
without interfering with the service to other crops. Howgver, he_suggestcd that
the maximum acreage be reduced during years of subnormul rainfall to conform to
the avuilable water. The compuny's proposal is to allocute the rice acreuge
among the growers on the basis of land ownership within the rice area, with a
mihimum of 20 acres to the small land owner. The company can normally determine
from snow surveys by Kurch 10th of any yeur, the quantity of water that will be
available for use by its system, und the total rice uscreage can be fixed at that ‘
time on the basis of the ratio of the gquantity of water available to the total of

the company's entitlement.




EF ~ A.2627@ - Pge 4

No objection was made ut the hearing to lr. Mott's testimony concerning
the limit;tion of the rice arca, or restricting the planting of ric¢e in any one
year to a maximum of 7,500 ucrcs,‘or 0 the method of allocating the rice acrcuage
to the growers.

The company's application requests the fixdng of u rice area of
20,6&0.6_acres. This was modified ut the hearing, however, by asking for the
inclusion in the rice arca of two parcels of land contiining a total of 88l acres
to which no service rights huve hercetofore b&én attuched. The first was explalned
as a trunsfer of o right té rice irrigation service from an cquul'acreage of land
located within the rice growing areu which the evidence showe@ had & vague and
uncertain rice growing history. The other was 4lso explained as a transfer of a
right to irrigation seryiée froﬁ a semewhat iarger acfeage, bﬁt it was admitted
that this lund had never been planted to rice. However, the company huad
informully transforred the service right from this land three years ago to the

parcel now sought to be included within the rice area and rice has been plunted on

it each season during this perioc.

A further complicutibn developed by the intervention of two other lund
owners asking for an extension of rice service to two parcels of land having &
total of 710 acres. Onc of these parcels is locited within the company's scrvice
area and is entitled to only general erop water service, 7The land does not adjein
the rice arei and it would be difficult to scrve because of its location on o
distribution canal instead of one of the two main canals. The other parcel
requesting rice service cdjolins the rice arca bﬁt is Sot within the general scrvice
area boundaries and, cxecept for ten ééres,.hns ho water service rights, Each'of
these propesals to inclﬁde more lands in the rice growing area will inercase the
use of water. The colrnp\;my's sorvice area boundarics were definitely fixed by the
Commission in its Decision No.‘22228, dated March 19, 1930. Although the
Commission has heretofore pérmitted a modification of these boundaries upon a

showing that it wus an equitable exchunge of rights to service, it is concluded

Ly




EF - f\«\26276‘ - PI;',- 5

that the testimony given in this proceeding does not Justify a modification of
the service area or an extension of the rice growing areda, However, the owners
of the four purcels of lund involved herein, as well ws the company, will b
sccorded a further hearing if requested in order that they may present further
evidence to Justify the inclusion of thedy lands within the company's service
arca bound#rics.

Application No., 26277:

Mr. x;tt also testificd in conncction with applicant's roquest for
authority o Scll water in cxcc%s of the reguirements of its consumers for the
irrigation of gruss lands. He suggested a rate of 75 cents an acre per irrigation
for this sérvice, which is.thc some w8 that established by‘the Cormmission for the
irriguiion of fuli pasturc within the service urca poundarics. Mr, Mottt stated
that duriqglmany years in the spring and fall months, the utility right to water
from the Sun Joajquin River ylelds guantities in oxcess of the actuzl use by the
consumers und the company desires to sell this excess water when it is available
in oxrder to but it to beneflcicl use. There were no objections to the company's
request and, as it appeurs to pfovidc & method of using water beneficially that
might be wusted, the authority requested will be granted and a rute of 75 cents
per acre per irrigution will be vstublished for delivering this water.

In connéction with theAcompanyts,rcqpest for authority to transport
through its cinals wuter purchased Irem the Undted States at its Friunt Dam by the
owners of upproximately 100,000 acres of the grass lgnds, the record shows that
the owners of these landﬁ huvé_forncd an orgarization called "Grass Lands Water
Association." Laust season, water wus purchased from the Government for o fall

irrigation and it was trunsported und delivered to the grass lands through the

compeny's canals at a charge of 10 cents per acre per irrigatior which has been

effective since November, 1944. The company now asks thut the lO-cent churge be
rade permancnt for this transportation service. The ussociution propeses to

irrigate the lands during the spring end sguin in the fall of cuch year. This
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practice had been followed in the past when Liller & Lux, Incorporated, owned
the grass lands end the recorc shows thab the crop service was not interrupted.
However, at the hearing the association asked for anroppgrtuh;ty to present
evidence st a later hearing upen the subject of such charges, if it sbould elect
to do so. Representetions have since been made to an agreed charge of less than
ten (10) cents per acre, with & minimum annual charge of SlO?OOO, and a stipu-
lation that the transportation of this water is sub;rdiﬁate gnd secondary to the
rights of the company's regular consumers. Thérefore,’no further hearing is
necessary and this charge will be authorized.

The third request of the compuny concefns the transportation through its
Qutside Canal of water purchased from the United States a£ its Friant Dam by the
owner of approximately 6,000 ucres of crop Lunds which noﬁ hgve only o partial
right to the company's water service only for the period September 15th qf ecach
year to June 15th of the following year. The owner of these lands proposes to
provide irrigation service for the three remaining monthﬁyb& purchasing 5,000
acre feet from the United States and have it'déiivered thfough the company's
Outside Canal. The quantity ol wuter conveyed would not excécd 30 second feet
as that is the present capacity of the pumps at ihe lands:

Reprc;cntativcs of seme of thC'consumér organizations expressqd a fear
that commingling the Friant water with the wtility watcf ﬁighﬁ cause operating

¢ifficultics and interference with the regular service. They asked, and the

compuny stipulated, that irrigation’service to the 6,006 acres through the Qutside

Canal for the period of June L5th té Scptember 15th would be subordinate and
secondary to the use of that canul for the utilitf cdnsugerﬁ #nd that it would not
interfere with the utility service.

Mr. Mott testificed that the Qutside Canal had dmplc“capacity to convey
this water in connection with the utility water und that it could be measured and
delivered to these lunds without intefferiﬁg with the service to any of the
company's consumers. He, showed that the théorétical:requircménts of this cunal
at Oro Lomo Road were 342 seccond feet, while ihé measured capaciiy w#s‘5L7 second
feet and that additional capacity was now aveilable s the cunal hus been dredged

since the above measurcments werc made. However, Mr. Mott stuted that he would
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not recommend an extension of this claés of service to any other crop land under
+he canal system because of the possible complications that might ardse in
administrating, measur_nb and delivering the ”r;ant water in connection wnth the
utility service. The compzny proposes, and this ldnd owner agrees, thut a charge
of 25 cents per acre irrigated be made for transperting thms wauer.

In view of the testlmony of the company's engincer and the stnpulation
concerning the status ol the service, it is coqcluded that uhe company <an
transport and deliver th ,rzan* water %o the 6,000 acres without af'ect;ng the
service to the company's regular conswmers. ‘herefore ;he company will be '
authcrmzed to transport the water and a charge of 25 cents per acre irrigated ‘

will be established for the transportation.

The following form of Order is recommended.,

INTERIY¥ ORDE

Application having been made as entitled above, a public hearing having
been held thereon, the matter having been duly submitted and the Commission now
veing fully advised in the premiscs,

IT I8 HBR.,B" ORDERED us followss

1. That The San Joaquin Cand¢ Conpaqy, a corporation, be and it is hereby.
directed untll further ordered by this Coqm¢sszon to restrict the delivery of
water for the irrigation of rice to 20,09%.53 acres of la;d, delineated on a mep
filed as Exhidit Ne. 2, exc;uding therelrom 5&3.97 aéres_ig Section l and 2,

T. 12 S., R. 12 E., and llL acres in Sectlons 16 and 17, T. ll S., R. l2 E.,
but including 297 acres in Sucuion 35, T. ll S., R. 12 2, and Sectlon 2, T 12 S.,
R 12 £ B, all oe;ng a part of 20,457.60 acres showﬁ on S&ld map.

2. That The San Joaquin Canul Conpany shall not del*vcr watcr to an excess
of 7,500 acres of rice in any year o‘ maocimum upﬁllty water supply, cxccpt as
mOGL L] cd by & finding of th*s Comm*sslon. The company shal; determine on or before

Karch 10th of any year, the quantizy of water thut vill be nvallable for use
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within its service area, and £ix the votal rice acreage that cun be scrved that
year in the ratio of the available water supply to the mivdimum supplyt In the
event there is a change in water conditions after lMarch 10th that will causc 2
material increuse or decreuse in the allotted acreage to be planted to rice, the
company nay modify the cllotted acrenge us determined ubove 4o mect: the changed
conditions.

3. The San Joaguin Canul Company shall, subjcct to proper cpplicution being
made for water, wllocatc the rice acreage to be planted by the growers within the
above established rice area on the busis of the ratio of the acrecge ovned to the
total acreage that can be safel irrigated: during the year, except that small
land holders owning L0 zeres or less shull be entitled to plant 20 ucres or less,
and this acreage shall be deducteld from the totul rice acreage before the
allocation is made to the remuining growers. In the cvent thut some of the
growers do not plant the acrcuge to which they wre entitled, the excess shall be
prorated among the remuining growers on the ownership busis, until the exeess
acreage is cither allotted or refused.

L. That The San Joaguin Cunul Company be wnd it is heredy authorized to
sell excess water from its available supply for the irrigution of grass lands.

5, That Tne San Joaguin Canal- Compuny e and 1t is hercby authorized to
transport through its Outside Canal, for the peried June 15th to Scptember 15th
of any year, water purchased from the United States for the irrigation of opproxi-
mately 6,000 acres of land, situste in Township 12 South, Runge 1L East, 4,D.3. & M
" and delineated on & map filed as Exhibit No. 1, said use of the Outside Cundl %o
be-subordinate und secondary to its tse for régulor utility service. - .-l -

6. That The San Joaguinm Canzl Company be-und it 4s hereby authorized und
directed to file in ‘quadruplicate with the Ruilroad'CommisSion; within thirty (30)
" days from the date of this Order, a rate of seventy-five (75) eents per acre per
irrigatidﬁ,‘to be charged for delivering cxcess utility water to the gruss lands,

and a churge of twenty-five (25) cents per acre irrigated for transporting through
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its Outside Cancl water purchased from the United States for the irrigation of
approximately 6,000 acres of land, hereimbefore described, and an annual charge

of fiftecen (15) cents por uere; with a minimum annual charge of $10,000, for
transporting through its canal water purchased from the United Stutes, but not
exceeding 100,000 acre fect of water annually, for a spring and fall irrigation
of the grass lands of the Grass Laads Water Association, Inc., said transportation
of water to be subordinate und secondary to the water deliveries made for its
regular utility service.

The effective date of this Order shall be the date hereof, any perty
being permitted, however, to file within twynty'(zo days for a further hearing
upon the qpesﬁion of the inclusion of his lands within the area restricted for
the irrigation of rice «s provided herein.

The foregoing Opinion and Order ure hereby epproved and ordered filed
as the Opinion and Order of the Railrond Commission of the Stute of California.

Dated at : , California, this duy of

. {%/M
7. >
y/’//’W@@%

Commissioners)




