
Decision No. '·37800 

In tho ~~ttor of the A~~11c~ticn fer a rnilroad ) 
crcssing ovor the s., ;:~Railro~d nc~ the center) 
or Secticn 2,., Tewn:::::ip 21 South, Rs.ngo 27 Eo.st,) 
~" D ..., ..~ ) !,_. • J:>.. CJ: !" •• 

Applico.ticn 
Nc.259;59 

LeRoy 1'iIcC o!"=ick, As:::i::to.."lt Di::trict A tto!"!'ley, 
fcr Applicant 

R.. S,.Myers., for Southern Po.cific COt'lpa.."'lY 

BY TI-:E Cor.nUSSIOK: 

In this o.pplicaticn the CC~"lty of Tularo prop~:::cs to ccn-

struct a crossing at ~~dc over the Porterville Branch of Southern 

Pc.cii'ic Company o.bcut cne :mile north of tho !'lortl'l city lil!'.its ot' 

Porte:,villo ,. 

A public hC!l.r1ng w:;;.z held in this mattcrboi'cro Exa:.:.inor 

Eo.ll on April ;, 1945, at w!u.oh ti~e tho l':o.tter Wo,s submitted for 

de terrr.ino. ti O!'l. 

in Il northwest ~c: southcast dirocticn bet'\rcc!'l St:::-c..th.."':lcrc o.nd Porto::o-

ville; 1ikemioe the Portorv::'11e 3ro.nch oi' Southc::on Pc..cific CCr.lpo.ny 

ru.."'lS between these t\':o pOints a::.d at the l::oaticn of the proposed 

crossing it is p:l!'allel to c..nd \',cst of State Eig..1. .... ay Rcute l~c. 65. 
~ho terri tory in t:::'e vicinity of t:~e propo~od cr.:,;szinz; o..."'ld 

... :est of the ro.i1:-oo.d is laid cut ',·:ith. east and west streets appro:-:i-

mo.tcly ono~fourth of a ~lo~art and tho ~treots involved arc as 

1"o110 ... :s: 

lia.."lO of Street 

Pionoer Road 
Vlestfield Drive 
?'i:ul'berr:r Road 

C OtL"'lig Road no. 
21-;/}..;.E 
21-1!2E 
21-1/4E 

-1-

Crossins,)Jo. 

BC-272.8 
Proposed Cro~=ing 
BC-273..!.J. 



I~ - Ap. 25~ - p~ 

, . 
?ionee:r Roo.d al;.d l'!uroerry Road e:-:tcnd vlcsterly from sto .. ~e 

?igb::lS:Y Route Ne. 65 to a nerth :.nc. seuth roo.cl. along 'tho wost :.::1de of 

Sectien 22, a di$t~~ce of about one-half ~le west of the Sto.tc high-

woo;;. Nei ther of these :::troc'~::: extend easterly beyond the Sto. to hiSh-

v:o.y. It i:.:: propo:.::oc. to oxtend Vlo:::t!'iolc. Dri VO" loco.ted midVIO:Y botwe>en 

Pionoer Rco.d o..."lc. Uulberry RoOoc." eo.stor1y across the railroo.d to a 

ccn.."'l.ecticn vlith Sto.te Rig..1.\·:o.y Routo !Jo. 65. Westfield Drive extends 

wost o:uy to tho north a."lc1. c.outh cente!' li!'l.c of Section 22, or So 

disto.."lce of about one l':lile .,.;e:::t of the Sto.te hig.~'!lo.y whero it ccr..neets 

with Prospect Rona, a north ~"lC 30uth CO~"lty roo.d in tho center of 

Soction 22. The::::e tr...roc OOost o.r..d ','!e:t street:: o.re connected by north 

a:ld south road.s i.."':ll'.').cdiatoly west' of tho ro.ilroo.d. 

Applica.."'lt contended tho.t tho now' crocsing was nocessary for 

rcsie.onts of Vlestficid Drive te reach State Highway Route No. 65 in 

geine to Porterville. 

\'1i tnosses for applico.::.t sto.tec1 that the crcssir..gs of Mul-

berry Roo.d a!1.d Pioneer Road v:crc ~zO:rdous :l.."ld instco.d oi' using either 

of these crossings to reach ?ortcr"·illo they nowtraveroe ,streets 

CO'Lt~horly a...."ld west of the r~il:::':.7,d ::l."lc.l t:-:.cn turn cast tc tho busino=s 
,. 

district, crcscins the rD.ilrco.d 0.-: one cf the streets in Porterville .. 

The record shews that tl~cre arc SOT.1e thirtycdd residents 

living adjacent tc i7ostficlCl. Drive.' It 3.1:::0 inc'Lico.tcs that tho cross-

inss of both Pioneer R03.d and ~,!ulbcrry Road are hazardous "'here~s a 

crOSSing at Wostfielcl Drive r:culd have sli·g..'-lt gra.des of approach a.l'ld 

vehicles \':culd ~vo a cloar vision of approo.ching trains. 

Southern pacific Co~panj p:::'otostcd the granting of the a,pli-

co. ticn urJ.css oi ther Pioneer RGD.cl .c-ro::::ing or r;~ulborry Road crossing 

we:::'o closed.. 

So~thern Pacific Comp~~y operatcs in tr~s territory an avor-
o.ge of tl~oe froight tro.ins por c~y throughout tho yoo.r l excopt during 

the fruit soascn when thoro is an o.vero..s;c of seven trains por day. 

J -2-



Tho m:l.ximu.":l. 0.110wo.'o10 zpood on t!"-.i::: section of the Porterville' B:::oo.."'l.ch 

is ,0 miles per hour. 

A rovie\,1 ot thecv1c.c:lcc' 'cloCl.rly indicc.to:: tho.t,tho t":IC ox-

i:::ting crcs:::inss arc hazardous, ootl'l. fr:j~~ 'the stundl'oint of stoopno== 

or Grades of o.pprco.ch and ob:::tructi~n to view of approo.ching' tr~ins 

by' tree::: o...."ld buildi~. Furth.oI"!:'.oro, tho j\~ulberrY' ;tco.d cros:::ing ha::: 

0. vcry stoep grade of approo.ch t.:: Sto.tc Higb,wc.y Route :~o .65, 71:'iich 

is marked 0.::: a boulevo:d ~"ld Cl.ll vehicles =ust stop before entering 

:t·t. On tho ether h.o.!1d., hc'::cV'or., if tho l?r",pcsccl crc:::si:lS ... /oro con-

struoted o.nd \"!c::tfielcl !)ri vc cxtc~ccd t~ the stc.tc hig..1.wo.y, tho gro.dos 

of o.pproo.oh to tho c:'os:::ing \,:ou.lci '00 rolo/.;i \·oly li&~t, the viow of 

o.~pr\')s.ching tl"a.i!'ls unob:::tructod, o..."':.d it \':culd ho.vc s. so. tisf'o.ct:ry 

connection with State Eig.."l':lo.y Rou.to :':0. 65. 
We o.ro of tho O,Uu.cr., duo to tl1e connecting roo.c.::: \'lc::;t '~f 

the ro.iJ.rcll.o. .. tho.tt::.c tc'::'ritory could be bctter served by one .crad::: ... 

~nB on th~ oxton~icn of ~c:::tficld Drive th~~ by the t~o oxi~t11lg 

crossing: ef Pioneer Rco.c~ o..-;.d ~,:ulbor:::,y Roo.ci., and thc.t tho t\,IC. lc..tter 

crossines should be closed. i!l the ev'::r.t ','jc::;tfiold Drive is openeC:. 

It o.ppeo.rc th~t public ccnvc~~ence, necessity, ~~d safety 

require th~t ~e=tfield Drive '00 opened ~~d, upon the oponing of ss1d 

cro:::=ing., the c:::'o:::sinsz ot Pioneer F~oa.e a.nc:;, :;:u~borry Road be closod 

to public 'Usc and truyel. The .follo\~·i:l6 order will DO prevido. 

o R D E R ---- .. _-
A public hea::'ing h~ving been held in the above-n~~ercd 

applico.ticn ana. the l'!lo.tter being !"lc-r; u...~dor subl:li$::;ien; 

IT IS !1Z\EBY ORDZR.:::."""D t!lo. t tho 3oo.rd of' Suporvi:J or s" of the 

Co~~ty of Tulo.re,\s:o.te of Co.lifcrnio., i::: hereby o.u"thorizod to con-

struct ~::e:::ti'iold Dr:Lve (Cou.. .... ty Read Xo. 21·~E) at gro.do aoros:::thc 

trc.ck of tho ?o::'ter'rrille Bro.nch of Southern Po.cific Company o.t tho 

loon-tier. a::: doscrib':ld in the o.,plicaticn s...~cl 0.::: :::l'lCi'l!'l by' the ::laps 

~~ttached thereto, ::'U.bjoet to t: .. e i'ollc,,:ing ccnditic:J.s: 



IN - Ap. 2~ - ~ • 
(1) Tho ~bovo cro3sing shall bo identified ~s Crocsing 

No. 3C-27;.1-•. 

(2) Tho entir~ oxpense of constructing ,the. crossing sh~ll . 
bo berno by o.pplico.nt. The ccst of minteno.nce of th~t 
portien of s::..id ,erocciJ.'lg outsidecf lines two' fect cut- . 
side o.t tho ro.11s zho.ll be borne by. applioo.nt •• Tho. 
~into~~ee of that portion of the crossing betwecn 
linost\':c. fect 'outsidc of tho outsido ro..11 sh:l,llbo 
borr.o by Southern p~ciric'Co~p~~y. 

(;) Tho crcssinp, :ho.ll be constructed 01' o.'vlidth o.f not 
less tho.n 2Lj_ feet o..nd o..t' o.n a.nglo of o.pproxi~tely 50 
degreos ~.;o tlie ro.ilroo..c.,'t':i th s;ro.des of approach not 
grco.tor tho....~ 4 per cent; shc.ll,bo cc.nstructod equal o.r 
suporior to typo shcr:n :o.s Sto.."l.c.ard. No.. 2 in our' Gone~o.:. 
Order lljc. ,72; ~hz.ll· be protectod 'by one Stando.rd No.. ,,1 
croc:::ing·sig..~ (G. ,0. No.·75-E),.o.nd sh.lll in,overy wo.y, 
bo mo.do suito.blo fer the passo.sc thcrecn of. vchiclcs· 
o.nd ether rco.d tro.ftic.' 

(4) prior tc tho bcg1~~ing of o.etuo.l· construction of thc 
crossing. heroin o.utherizod"the County or Tulo.re shall 
file vlith this Com:nission 3. cortifiod c-opy of an o.1'1'%'c-. 
priate ordir...anco or· rccclutio.n duly o...~dr,o.gu1a.rly po.::sed,. 
in::tituting all necoc~ory stops to lego.lly abandon.o.nd 
effectivoly close the existing public gro.do,erccsinglof 
Pioneor Roo.d (CrossinG No. EC-272.8) approxi~tely·ono-. 
fourth. of 0. tlilc ncrth,· o.r.d ~i1ulberry Ro.o.d (Cro.:::sing lore •• 
BC-27;.4)· o.pproxi:n:l.tely one-fourth of 0. mi~o south o.r the 
ercosing horein o.utho.rizcd.t Upon co~plotion of the. 
crco::ing horein o.uthcrizec: o_~d \:opon its being opened te 
public use o.nd travel" so.io. Cro::;~ings Nos •. BC .. 272.8 :md 
3C.;273·.4 .:::l'lc.ll bo lego.lly. .:tbo.ndoned and offoctiv.oly clo.se4 
to. public use o.nd travol., 

(5)' Applico.nt .:::ho.ll,· \'Jithin ;0' do.y!J thoroafter,.. n.:>tity this 
Comiszion in v:riti!lS of tho eo.~ploticn of the !ns.to.11o.-
t~on ot: :::o.id crcs sing and ot: it:: c.o!':lp1io.nco \,/i th the 
condi tions horeof., 

(-6) The o.uthcrizo.ticn horein gro.nted' shooll lo.ps-c a.nd bocome. 
void if not exercised within one (1) ye~ from tho et~ 
foctivo do.te. hered:,' unles: further ti:ne be g:-.o.ntod by 
subsoquent oreler. 

(7) This authorization ~y be r'ovokod or ::lodifiod at any 
time if public convonienco, ncee~sity. or safety so require. 

Tho offoctive ~to of this ordor sh~ll be twonty (20) dc.ys 

from the do.te hercef. 

Datod o.t~ L~u , 

SS:i.oners 


