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Decisica No. 37800

BIFCRZS TEE RAILICAD COIZiISSION OF THE STA

In the liattor of the Applicaticn fer a railroad
croug'ng over the S. Pe Railroad near the center) Apdlicaticn
of Seeticn 23, Tewnship 21 South, Range 27 Zast, Ne. 25939

”

Me Do .Do (44 .-E.
LeRoy licCormick, Asscistaont Diztrict Atvtorney,
fer Applicant

Re Se Myers, for Southern Pacific Company
TEZ COIDMISSION:

In thisz apolilicat: gunty ol Tulare propucses to econ-
struct a cercssing at grade over the Perterville 3ranch of Southern
Pacifiic Company about canc mile north of the north city limits of
Porterville,

A public hearing wac held in this matter belere Exaniner
Hall on April 5, 19L5, at which time the matter submitted for
determination, |

In thiz gencral territery > Highw Route Neo 55 run,
in a northwest and ccutihcast dirocticn ; tratimere and Porter-
ville; lilkewise the Portervillce Zranch cf hern Paclfic Cempany
runs between theso two points and at the lscaticn of the proposed
cressing 4t 1s parallel to and wost of State Zigaway Reute Ne, 65.

The territory in the viecinity of the broposed crussing and
west of the railroad is laid cut with easit and weut streets approxi-
mately one-fourth of a mile mart and “ho strects involved are as
follows:

Name cf Street County Road lNo.

Pioncer Road 21=3/1E
Westlield Drive 21=1/2%
Mulberry Road 21-1/LE




IN = AD. 25% - pQ o o

Pioncer Read and Mulberry Road extend westerly from Stase
Highway Route Ne. 65 to a nerth and scuth read aleng the west cide ¢f
Sccticn 28, a distance of about ome-half mile west of the State
way. Ne ther of fhese stroets extend easterly beyend the State high-
ﬁa?. It is'proposod to oxtend Viestfield Drive, loccaved midway betwoon
Pionoer Read and Mulberry Road, easterly acrcss thoe rallroad te a
cenncetion with State Highway Route XNo. 5. Westflicld Drive oxtonds
wosth only.to the north and scouth center line of Seetisn 22, or &

distance of abeut cne mile wess of the State highway whero it connects
with Prospect Road, a north and scuth county road in the center of
Section 22, These three cast and west streets are cennected by nerth
and scuth roads imacdiately west of tho railroad.

Applicant contended that tho new cressing was nocessary fLfor
resicents of Vestficld Drive tc reach State Highway Route No. 65 in
geing to Portorville.

witncsses Tor applicant stated that the ercssings of Mul-
verry Road and Pioncer Road were nazardous and instead of using either
cf those cfcssings $o reach Porterville thoey now fraverse .streets
scuthorly and west of the railrcad and then turn oast e the business
distfict, ercesing the railrcad a% one cf tho shyeots in Poritorvillc.

The record shews that tihwerc arc sore tairty cdd residents
living adjacent to Vestfield Drive.: Tt alse indicates that the cross-
ings of both Plcneer Road and Mulbcrry-Road are hazardous wheress a
ér'ssing at Westficld Drive would have slight grades of approach and
vendicles weuld haveo a clear visicn of approaching trains,

Soutchern Pacific Company protested the granting of the appli-
caticn unless oither Ploncor Read eyocs ng or iulberry Road ercssing
were ¢losod.

| Socuthern Pacific Compeny operates in this territory an aver-
age ol three freight trains por duy thrcughsut tho yoar, cxkeept during

the frult soascn when there i:c an average of soven trains poer day.

- o
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Tho wmaxirmwn allowablo spoed on this socetion of the Porterville Branch
50 milecs pex hour.

A review of the evidence clearly indiccatos that thoe twe ox-
lsting cr-ssings'aro hazardous, voth from the standmolint ¢f stoepncss
of grades of apprecach and obstruction %o view cf approaching trains
by trecs and bwrildings. TFurthermoro, tihwe pulbcrrv tead ercscing has
o very steep grade ¢f approach to State nghu_y Rouse Ne. 65, wilch
is marked as & boulevard and all vehicles must stop before entering
ite On tho cthicr hand, hewever, if the nripesed crccsing wereo con-
structed and Veectficld Drive coxtonded to the State highway, tho grados
¢f appreach te the ercssing would be relatively light, the viow of
approaching tralns unovstructed, and it weuld have a satisfactery
ceancetion with State Highway Route No. 55.

vic are of tho ominion, duc to Thce conneeting reads west of

t-the territory could be bether served by one .erods-
of Westficld Drive than by the two oxisting
cressings of Pioncer Read ocd, and that the twe latver
crossings should be clesed in the cvent Westlficld Drive is openod.

It appears tant public ccavenience, nccessity, and safcty
roguire d¥hat Weestlficld Drive be opencd and, upon the oponing of sald
'crccsing, the eressings of Ploncor Road and Mulberry Roead e closecd
tc public use and travel. The fellowing order will so prsvido.

e ZR

A public hearing having been held in the abeve-numbered
application and the matter Being now undor submission;

IT IS EEREDY ORDERED thot the Board of Suporviscrd“of the
County of ;ularc,\§tatc of Califernia, iz hereby authorizod tc ceocn-
struct vestlficld Drive (County Read Wo. 213%) at grade across the
track of tho Porterville Branch of Southora Pacific Company at the

locaticn az deseribed in th . ~ : s chcwn by the maps

avtachod thercto, subjcct te
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' Tho above erossing shall be identificd as Crozsing
Noe BC-275e1% -

The cntire oxpensc of constructing -the. crossing shall -
bo becrne by applicant, The ccst of maintenance of that
vorticn of sald ercecing cuteide ¢f lines two foet cut-.
side of the ralls shall bc bernce by applicant, , The
maintonance of that perticn of the crossing between
linos twe fect oubside of the outside rall shall bo
borno by Southern Pacific Company.

Thoe crcssing shall be ceonstructed of a widbh of not
less than 20 fect and ot an angle of approxinately 50
degroes to thoe railread, with grades of approach not
greater than L per cont; shall be censtructod equal or
superior to type shewn as Standard No. 2 in owr  General
Order Nce'72; chazll be protcctod by onc Standard Noo. 1
erocsing sign (G 0. Noo.75-3),.2nd shall Iin overy way
be made sultable fer the passage thacreen of vehieles-
and cother rcad traffic.-

Prior tc the begimning of actual constructicn of the
crossing heroin autherized,. the County of Tulare shall
file with this Comraission a cortificd copy of an appre-
priate ordinance or resclution duly and - regularly passed,.
inctituting 2ll nccecsary stops e legally abandon and
effeetivoly closo the oxisting public grade crcssing of
Pioncor Road (Crossing No, BC-272,8) appreximatoly:-onc-.
fourth of a milc nerth, and Mulberry Reoad (Crocszing No.,
BC~27%.k) approximately onc-fourth of a milo scuth of the
ercssing horein authorized., Upon complotion of the
ercssing horein autherized and upon its bolng cpencd e
public usc and travel, said Crossings Nos.. BC-272.8 and
BC=273.k shall bo legally abandoned and offoctively closed
te public usc and travol.

Applicant shall, within 30 days thoreaftcer, notify this
Cormmizsion in writing of the cempleticn of the Installa-
tion of said ercssing and of itc ccmplianco with the
cenditions horeefs

The autherizaticn horcin granted shall lapse and bocome
vold If nct cxorcised within cnme (1) yoaor from the ef-
feetive date hercefl, unless further time be granted by
subsequent order.

This authacrization may ¢ rovelkeod or modified at any
timo 4L public convenicnce, neccssity, or safety so require.

Tho offoctive dato of tiais order shall de twenty (20) days

frem the date hereel.

Dated atgﬁ_ﬁ,“a;_u_, Califazq% 77 1945,
' déz:;/ — N

JsLoners




