
Deci5ion no.' ,37870... , 

BEFORE THE RAI~O;J) COl:MISSION OF THE ST .. TE OF ChLIFORNIA 

------------------------------------~, J 
In the llatter ot the Applic~tion of the ) 
SOOTHE:R.N C.:J:.IFOrm;.. ~'iA'!'ER cO!.:P.Jrr to ) 
conso,lidnte the operations of two ) 
distr.ic~ into one district,to 00 ) Application !Jo. 26598 
known as the "Cali~utri~-NilMd Di:5trict" ) 
and .. to place into effect therei.."l 09. ) 
uniform schedule of rat05~ ) 

----------------------~--~) 
O'Uclveny & Uycrs, oy L..1.uren M. Wright" for applicant. ' 
w. F. Rooertson; !orNi1and Chamo~r of Commerce. 
Floyd C. Hull, ~ cor~umer. 

BY THE CO~SION: 

Southern 'Culifonua '\laoter Company" a. co'rpor<.1tion"engaged in the 

ousiness of 3upplying water serVice to twenty":nine comouni ties in the ·State of 

Cilifornia', ~ks the Commission for .luthori ty to consolidattl the opcrlj,tion of 

the wuter syste~ ~erving 'the un1ncorporutcdto~~ of Niland ~d Calipatria, 

Imperl.u. County, into one operative district to be known uS '''Cu.lipatri{~-Nil::md 

Districtn and to m::t.ke effective theroin th~ r<J.tcs now 'oc1ng charged in cw.ipatria.. 

The company h~~s given 'the rtlquisite: noticd to "c.h~ Office 01' Price 

I " 

~dministr~tion of its applic.:4tion to thC1 Comission'for ",'rate .:\djustmt:nt.. 
;. puclic h\;)~r!.rig in'this proceeding wa~ he1o. ut Nilano. before 

The wa.ter for the Nila."'ld systr:!n. is purchused from: the Imperi.'ll Irrigation 

District. It is' received from the Ir:\pl;lrial c~.no.l o.nd pt:.Ssed through four settling 

bo.:3i~ whore the' wil.tor is'trcuted. J:or ~gac .:md the ~ilt i.5' rcocved. '1be,·c:lear 

w::l.tcr is trunsmitted througr. 6,800 feet or' 8' and lO-inehpipe lines to tho town-

site whero it is chloriMted <lnd: thtm distributed. through 16,,000 teet 01' mains 
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ranging from 4 to 1 ineh~~ in dia~ctcr. There arc 107 con~ers receiving service 

from thi3 systl.!lll, of which 103 a%'1) served. on ~1. fl~~t rat~ bo.5.i$ ~~d. the r0m~~ 

4 at m~~surcd rntes. 

The fl~t r~t~s nt pr~s~nt in effect ~t Nil~d provid.c for u mont~' 

cho.rgo of $2.00 for ~ single residence, with nn ndditionru charge of ~1.00 for 
• 'I 

CMh single rc~id.encc ':Itto.chcd to tho service. The r.1cu~urcd rates provido for .? 
." " " ' . , " 

monthly minimum eh.:1.rgo of S2~90 which ontitl.;;:s, the us'~rs to 1,000 cubic feet of 

wnter r..nd "" reduction in charges with nn incrcusc in the <]lMtity uscd.~ 

Tho compMY~ s Cc.lipo.triQ. system is located. sk milcs northerly from 

Nil..'I.lld. This :syctcm o.lso obtcins w:.twr from the Iopcri~ll Irrigt\tion District~ . '. 

The water is tre .. ~ted .:md so,)ttlt:d in tht: stJllC:! munnor us ~t. Niland. There ~e 283 

consumers served at C~~p~tria, of which 275 ere s~pplied at fl~t rates and the 

The flut r~tes at C<Jlip~tria provide for a monthly churge of $2.90 for 
'. .. • Ir' 

Q. ~i?-roo~ residence or less, including one ~ilct~ one buth, :~d w~ter tor 

irriguting on~ lot not exe~eding 60 x 150 feet: Additional chnrges are made 
. "'. . 

according to usc ot w~tcr end kind of prcrois~s served. The comp.'ll'!Y a.sks to hnve 
'. , 

these r~tes mo.de effective ~t ~iland, ~s tho mc,~ured rutes und opor~~ing 

condi tions are the SolClC 1 and the opcr~tion of the two systems is directc~ by one 

local supcrintendent~ 

Tho ~pplic~tion ~~s tiled us n result of ~ informal complQ.int filed 

with the Commi~sion on S¢pt~~ber 12, 1944~ ~e complaint w~s signed by 66 

custo~ers of the Nilend ~ys~~m, ~eeine insufficient w~ter prc~5ure tor domestic, 
, . . .. 

cooler use ~d fire protection. The conpany mL1.de rul investig~tion ot the 
, , . 

di:stri0':l-tion sys,tcm, wbic.h .showed th:'lt thtl 4-inch ,feeder lines hnd become bndly 

fouled by tuberculn.tion t.nd .Cclused the low pressure conditions # The compatlY 
. , .' . 

proposes, if the increased rate is nu:thoriz~d, .to replnce the feoder lines with 
. ... . 

770 toet of 6 .cmd 8-inch pipe line:; :n.:1.de from m..."l.teriCi.ls thut are not subjcc:e to 
, . 

tuberculation. The ~nvestisation .:1.lso :showod that the friction loss through the 
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c~lo~n~tor, ~t the edge of the, townsit~ c~~s~d a furtherfiye-pound pressure loss. 

The company propo3es to redesign the st~~tion Md move it to the settling ousins. 
, ' 

The tot.u. est1m.o.:ted cost or these :iml'rovements is, $5,100 .. 

The company states th~t while the rcquestcdr~te will not provide cny 

return on the inve5tm~nt,. still it will provide an ,~d.d.itionul $1,100 D.n.nual 

revenue th~t will m:~e it possibl~ to instill the proposed distribution !~cilitics 

in Ni1~d ~d.,th~rcby improv~ the s¢rviee to its customers in that town. 

The evidence shows that the book cost ot the fixed cOlpitol,installcd in 

the Nil~nd system, ~ of Dec~~ber 31, 1944, tot~ed S44,286.Thc resc~e for 

ceerued depreciation ~n5 shown to b~ $12,OO~, r~sultin~ in ~ net book cost of 

$32,286. The operating revcnut:sfor tho j"Qc:r 1944 ow:ere $4,221,. A.t the proposed 

Calipatria retes, tho revenues wore est~ted to be $5,450. The oporating 

cxpcn:es during the IJMlC period were $5,525, which included $1,190 for 
'. . .' \ . 

dcprcci~tion, computed by the 5~rcight line method. The results of operution for 
, . 

the yvur b~ the app1icutio~of the present or th~ proposed r~te schedule, shows a 

loss tor the Nil~d sy~tem • . 
The Cali~tri.~ syst~ hl':.s a book cost of $69,,331, ns of Doc\1mb\lr 31, 1944 .. 

The ~ccrucd depreciation, as of the S~~ date~ is $29~912" 1e~ving ~ net book cost 

or $39,419. The tot<ll 1944 rcv~n\les were $12,953 and thl;) oper~~ting expcnse~ 

tot~ed ~12,31). This latt~r ite~ includes un ,~owunce or $1,993 for deprccintion, 

wl".ieh wo.s detemined on a str::.ight line b~~sis. The result of 1944 oper.::~tions of 

the C~p~tri~ syste~ shows a net revenuo of $280~ ~ben combined with the Ni1~d 

syst~ and ~pplying ~hc unifor.o r~tc to both properties, the 1944 opcr~tions still 

spow ol loss. 

The Nilcnd system lost, the Southern P~cil"ic Lint:s .:>.s a customer during 

JCJ'lu~r 1 1944. The rt:dlro.:t.d. eomp~' 1nstt'.lled its own fociliti~s for tr<:ntins 

<lnd doli vering w~tcr for its own uses.. ~rior. to the discontinuflncc of this· service ,. 

tho Ni1.o.nd sY:5tem. w""~ n profit.a'ble one ~..nc. cnnblcd the compnll~' to. furnish wnter to 

its domestic .:md commerci~11. conSU1:1crs at tl. lower rate thom ,~t Cilipatrio., However, 
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the comp.:u'lY .expects to pro!'.lote SO::li'! economy and efficiency by consolid;:.ting, the 
, , 

two properties in ~o far us bookkeep~~ and accounting are ccncernod •. 

Reprcsent~tives of the cons~ers objected to nn increase in the rates, 

but they d~sired improved serv:ice <:md recognized the nece3sit~ of the company 

obUlining sufficient rcvenu~ to provide I.l.t least b~e operating costs •• They 

asked thut the records of the two ~Y5tCrn.s be kept s~parat~ly. in order th.:\t,. an 

examinntion into th~ reasonableness of tr.e r~tes could be oadc in the future, 

if conditions justified such ~m uction_ , 

The evidence i'u.rth~l" shows th(.l.t SOClC of the ilat,r..ltcs being ch~ged 

for service furnished in ,C.ilip.ltri.:l wer~ not filed vd.th th\) COrnmis::;ion~ These 

churges h~d ~ppur~ntly first been r.udc"but n~t filed by th~ ,cO~pt~yfs 

prcdcc~s30r, Ir.\pcrin.l Utili tics Corpor~tion.. However,. the ch~trges h:-.vc beon, 

continued in effect sinC\;! 1929 when a.pplicMt· aC,'l\l.ircd the 3y~tem... The tiled 

:schedules fll:so cont~ed lJ.at rJ.tc ch.:u-gcs for services th.:~t ~e, not now boing 

supplied,- such as w.:.tcr turni~h~d :.'or horses, stock, \;)tc. Tho coopany ns~s to 

have the obsoloti! i toms removed from the :schedules> but. asl-:s to !ncludc th.c chm-ges 

b~ing made but not :>hown, on the filed tariff. sneot:; •. 

It is c.ppo.rent th~t the :i.l"l.crc<.30d rato:s for the Nil~sY:Jt\.lm s~ould be 
. 

gr~ted. The suggoot.;::d chc.nge:: in the C:.J.ipctri~~ r,ate ~chedulc vdll not resw..t 

in ~ incre~Lses in chc.rscs to the consumers· on thnt system". ~ut will m.''.iN it 

corrospond to the chn.rgcs now ocing In'\de ~ The consolldution of thl) two 3yshrn,,s ... 
int,o one opcrlJ.ting unit will r~sult in some economies ':ll'ld it ,·.ppe .. rs to be in the 

public int~rest to grMt the I:i.uthority sought. HoweveF,:in f~drn~ss to the 

consumers of both systeI:l.S" the COr.lpa.l"lY .... 'ill be -=xpccted to lWk~ the proposed 

~dditions to thu Nil~d syotem :-.nd to koep its op(Jr~ti(m records in such ~~ ::l~mnor 

th~t it will eno.blc the Corn:nission to mc.ke ~" ::;ep.:.r:.\to study of the l"Ct'..sono.blcnoss 

of the rlJ.tC:5 in cithor cocmuni ty .• 
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EF ... A.26598 ... ,~ ~ 

Application us enti~~ed above h~ving been tiled with the Ek~lro~d 
Commission 1 a public he~ing h~ving been held thereon, the mhtter h~ving been 

duly submi:tted 31ld the Commission being fully advised. in" the 'pr'em:Lses', 

1'I' IS ?]REBl FOUND )$ ;.. F;'C! th~t the r\;.l.tes now ch~gcd by the Southern 

Cal1;Cornia. W&.t.er Comp.:.ny~ ": corpornt.ion~ ;Cor w<.t.t.er supplied to its conSumers in 

Niland, ~l unincorporated cor.,munity, ar.c. Caliputria., an incorporated city, both 

in. the Cou.."'l.ty of Imperi\.:J., lll"C unjust. und unrci.O:Jon.:\blo in 30 tQ'r ~ t.hey di.i'i"er . 
;Cram the rl\t.(l~ herein ost.ablieh"d~ and t.hll.t. t.he r,.te:s herein cst::...bliched nl'e' just 

and, rl;!r.sonc..ble rc.tes for the service :,~nd\!red, ::md basing its Order upon the 

!oregoinS finding of !~ct and upon further ~t~tements of ;Cnct cont~ned in t.he 

Opinion which precedes, thi:5 Order, 
IT IS ~~EBY ORD~lm that Southern C~!orniu ~ater Compr~, ~ 

corporation, 'be \;.l..'"ld i'\;. is horcoy cl.uthorizcd n.nd. 'directod' to file in quc.drUpllcate 1 

, . I ' . -

in confoI'l':lity -with tr.is Comr:ti.:5sio.n' s General Ord.er No .. 96', with the Railroad ',.' , 

Cornmission,not less than, ten (10) ~~s prior to the e~fectivencs~ thereof, the 
, 

following schedule or r~te~ to be ch::.rged 1'or tJ.l service' rendered on CIllo. a.fter 

the first dey or June , 19~5: 

Sehedule No.1 
, - ~ 

Cnlinatrin":Nilc.nd'Tarirr ),rt::{\, 

" . .. , ...... 

6EPlien.bility: 
Applic~'bl~ to ~ll domestie ~o. commercial ~etered water s~rvice. 

Within territory in .:'.no. ~'.djhccr~t to the incorporated City 01' 
Culipn1:.ric. und the unincorpor .... tcd 'rO\m. 01' Niland" County or Imp..,:t:i~ .. 
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. 
Sch~dulc'No: 1 - Continued 

, ,. 
,",uanti ty Ch."\rgc ~ 

Fir3t 1,000 cubic !'eet, or less .,00 

N~xt 4,000 cubic !'~ot, per 100 cubic feet 
Next 5,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet 
Next 10,000 cubic !ect, per 100 cubic fc\:t 
Over 20,000 cubic f~ct, p~r 100 cubic fOdt 

Minimum ChRrgc: 
.' "II .. 

For 51B-inch meter • . .. · .. .. ~ .. . · For 3/4-inch moter . · .. .. 
For 1-inch meter .. . . · .. .. .' .. 
For l~inch meter ... ~ 0 · . ... . .. . · For 2-inch meter .. .. 0 · Fot" .3-inch mc,;tcr • 
For 4 .. inch meter, or l.:u-,gcr , .. .. · 

· *' · • · ,. • · · · 
,- .. · · ,. 
0 · ~ .. . ,0 · 
.. · .. 

Per ~';:.t\:r 
Per Month 

. 
$2..90 

,20 
.. l.5 
.12 
.10 

$2.90 
.3.25 
4,.50 
6.00 
8.50 

14 .. 00 
20.00 

'!ht: l.ttnil:lum Chnrge will entitle the con5Ul:lcr to th~ 
qU:lntity of w~tcr 'Which th~-\t !lOnthly mnimU:l chr.rgc 
will l'urChMc Z\t thc~u.."'.."'ltity ktc:I. 

Spccinl Conditions: 

" , 

1.. Meters m..1.Y be installed <~t tho option of \lither the 
consumer or the utility. 

, . 
Sch0dulc lJo. "2 

- ., . 
Cnlio".t'l"in-Niln,nd T.'lrii'i' Ar03. . 

AppliCflbili ty, . 

,,;,pplic~'ble to ~l domestic and commercial flHt rete wnter servic~ • 
. ' , . . 

Territoq: 

Within territory in • .nd D.dj.:~cent to' th..: inco~rH.ted ,City,o! 
CA.lipatrio. u.nd the unincorporated Town of Nilnnd, CountY' o£ Impori",~. 

~: 

Tencm~nt bUildings, lodgine houses or residences, 
six rooms or lcs~) on~ toilet" one b"th and 
w~tcr tor irrig~tinG one lot, not to oxcccd. 
60 x 150 teet in size • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • •• $2.90 
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EF - A.26598 ~g. 7 

SChedule No. 2 ~ Continued 

R:Ltes - continuei: 

s.. .... ch ~ddition..'\l :single residence cLtti~chcd to the 
same :servic\: .'. • • '. .' • • • • • • 0 • . . 

Euch addi tionru. room, • • ,. • ,. to • " • • • • • 

BolCh nddi tion.u. bhth, :toil at or ~in~ .. ,0 • • " • • • ,. 

Smull otorc:s ~'ll'ld shops ' • '. • • '. • • • ,. " " • " • • " ,. 
Hot~l bOose r~te • iI \ • ,. • • • • ,. • • • • • • .. • 

For each room ho.vins, running wnter, or ·~c.th. • • ,'. • •• 
For aJ.l. otht.:r r00m:5 . '. • • .'" • • • .,. • '" • • • • • :' 
Hotel: with' dining room, in conncc:ti..on, Nn, c.dd;Ltion~ •• 

charge or ,_. t • • • • • .. • • ., • ~. • • • • 

Rcst.:J.urunts and <.:u:ting. house,S " ," • .' ,- " " ~ " ,. • .. ,. • 
Business blocks end floors not cxc(;!uciinS rive or~i~os " ." 
Eolch ~ddi tionnl. offict.: ~. • • • • • • '. • • • • •• 
Stores, w.'lI'chouscs', butch<::r ~hops, contcctio.nory 

shops, hells I 'oilli'1%'d pnrlors, etc. ••••••• 
';)rug :ltorcs<ll"ld b.:.kerics, • • • • • • • - • ,- • • • ,_ 
Barber shop, onl<! chc.ir only • ,. " • • • " • • • • • • • • 
Mch o.ddi tionru. ch.:iir ';..' '. • I. ,. • " ." • " 

$1.15 
.10 
~)O 

2'.90 
3.00 
·.30 
'.10 

4'.50 
4.50 
2.90 
,.10 

2.90 
2.90 
2.90 

.30 
3.00 Photogrc.ph galleries • • • " ... • ~ .. ," • ,. • • 

Lnundrit!.s ....,...,._...~. • .- • • • 
Lumber j·nrd.s, ,. • ,.." .. • • • ,. • ,., • • • • • • • 
Public ,b:.:.th::i, . ..:nch tub, .' • ,_ o •• ' •••••••• 

$4 .. 00 to ~10.00 
$6.00 to $10.00 

1.15 
~'\~h sho'Wer • • .. • • • ,. • •. _ • ,_ ._ • • :. • .' • • .. - ~ ... -
Stc:.r.m bo11tJrs or g~a ~ngint;:s, per hors,l.! pO:'lIcr ,. • • • ... . 
Soda fountGin, in ~ddition to base r"te for stprc~, ~~c~ 
Cotton gins, for not oore thnn 6-stMd gin •••.•••• 
For each r.dditional gin,. • • • • • .. .. .• • .. • .. " ,. 
Service $tt4tion~ .....,... . • .._ ,a • •• • • • ••• ,* 

Fire hydr<.mts I ez\ch •.• • ,_ • • • • • ," .• • • ~. .. • .. • .. 
Wutor for irrigt~tion 0,1" lots I per .1oP ,sq,um"c ,t:-ect • ," .. ,. 

;. . 
, ' 

CONSTRUCTION 

For oach 1,000 bricks l~.id '.. .. • • .. • • .. • .. ••• 
Concreto sid.ewD.lks. and floor,s, I::p.ch 100, squar~ t:cct 
. construction work ~ • • • • .. .. .. :.. • .'.. .'. .. .. .. 
Concrete curb, 'Per lincDl foot .• .. • .. • • .. • .. • .. ",. 
For other purposes , per bdrrol of .cem~t or ~e , ••• ,_ 
'For oth~r purposes, .~tcr used in settling streets., . 

per 100 linc.:lJ. '.fC(jt .........' • .. • .. • • .. f " • 

. ,.60 
.35 

1.50 
5'.75 
.45 

3.50 
1..50 

.01 

$0.25 

' .. 25 
..25 
.15 

1 .. 00 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORiJERED that Southern ~i!orniR \i.:~ter Compc.ny, 

coincident with the r.bovo filing and ctf~cti vc on tht: Sru:le' dute, cilllcel the 

!ollowins schedule of rctes: 

l. Uonthly net r;;;.tt: sch..::dulc i'il<.!d l~~LY ), 1928, by :iJ:lpcrinl 
Utili ticsCorpor ... tion (~pplicabl(: to C¥1putrin,: J'.nd ' vicinity. 

, . 
2. }!ctered rate schcch:lc .filed t=..'\Y 3', 1928, by Irlpl;!rial Utilities 

Corpor:ltion tl.pplictl.bl~'to Calil'.:l.trin, c.I?-d vie;tnity •. 
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3. F1::.t rc.te schedule filed in a.ccordcil.ce with Decision Uo. 
2681, is~ed August 9.; 1915, Ilpplic~ble to Niland system. .. 

4. Uetered rate sChedule iiled in accordance with Decision 
No. 2681, issued AUgust 9, 1915, applicable to Niland 
system~ 

5. Special rate schedule applic~bl~ to Niland School, Niland; 
C~J.ii'ornia, i'iled October 19, 1937; by' Souther.n Cti.lii'ornia 
t13.tcr CompMY. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDEPJm that Southern Culilorni~ Water Company be 

and it i3 hereby iluthorized to consolidate the operations o1'the NUond zystcm 

and. the Cnlipntria. system into one operJ..ting district to be known as the 

"Calipatria.-Niland District.'t 

For ~ other purposes, the effective' date of this Order shill be 


