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.Decision No. 38Qi3:," 

In the ~~tter or the 'APplic.:l.t.ion of, ) 
SOUT~P.}! CALIFORNIA' CAS CP'£?ANY, a, , ~ 
corporation, .:1.."'ld SOUT:-r::?..N ,COUNTIES ' ) 
GAS CO~ANY OF CAtIFOR.fIJIA, a,' corpora- ) 
tion,' ;tor 3.."'l oreer "authorizing 'ea.ch ' 
applieant.~o !,ile a."d :na.ke effective ) 
an" "Emergency Rule a:'ld Regulationlf ) 

relating, to '£ir.n gas ,service 'tor ~ 
no~~sident~ u~a~et, ' ) 

BY 'I'HE COMMISSION: 

OP~~ON ~\u ORDER 

'l'hi~ is 3. joi."lt a.pplicat!on by" Southe!"n ~i!'orni..'\ Cas Compa.."'lY ane 
, ' 

Southern Countie's 'Cas 'COI:lPa."'l~ of cali!'o::onia. rec;,uesting authority"to ::J.3kc e!!ec-

'tive <in emergency-rule" 'and, %'¢gulation plaCing certain'li:nitations upon the u::;e 

of 'natural ga~ by'nonresidential cuotomers. 'The purpose of the proposed rul~_ 

and'regulation is to continue i.-1 effect,' !'or a temporary period, 's, :nodi!ied part 

or the restrictions that wore i.':lposcd UpO!'l" this cla.ss or 'service zi.."lce the', 'oegi.."'l-

~"lS of the war bj virtue of ?;ar Production ~ard orders. 

- - It i~' a fact tha. t :dnec the first part of 1942 no. tural' g:J.S, service by 

theso utilities ha5 been subject to cert.z.i..., l:l ... nitation~, iszued by :the Wa.r Pro-

duction Board under: its'Limita.t.ion Orcic:' 1.-31 o'l."'ld sub3equcntl~" by Order 'U-7. 

?/IJ its letter of June S, 1945, the :';o.rProduction Board notified 'e.ppllCa!'lts that 

they- a.ro now exempted from the rc:trictionz -of said Order U-7; relative· to -new 

, tion~ were set- forth in'Sect'ion:: Cd) 'and (e) 0'£ tho U-70rdor. Th.e~ War Pl'oeuction 

Bo~rd letter" 'a, eopy o! which is'ma:-ked Ex."l.ibit flA-lt" attached to a:ld :r.:l.de a pa...."'"t 
- t 

or the' app11cation~ further states: ' "!!.' utilities,' feel that ga.:: load:; i!l their 

partic~ 0.:'e0.3 ~hould be- c~a.iled,-thcy may take such action 0.3 i~' pormitted 

under State la.w;' tl"..roug."'l their own rezula.~ions 'or'through coopera.tion with local 

regw.atory' bodies~" 



'!'he'import of thi5 .:.ction by th<: War Production Bo.:.rd h::l.:3 the c!!~ct 
. i'. I • .'. If-'~ :- • • 

of romoving ~ll rc~tricti¢~ po~~nine to thQ supply or ri~ or non-chuto!! gas . ' '. 
to nonrcoidcnt~l consumcr~. It is ~llcgcd by Appli~t: th.:.t their £i~ ga: 

load has been incrc.:.sing dur~~g the ~~t rew yonrs without ~ corresponding 

i. .... cre.ase i.~ th<;:ir ~ tl:.ral £;3.$ sUk'ply. Applic.:.nts 3.:'0 tearful tha. t ·to continuo 

to take on all !'i~ g~s 10.:.o.s, rcgr.rdlcss of size ~:lo. cha.r.:.ctcr, woud inlp<:.ir .. . 

the :::upply or n.:.tura.1 ~z. to their residential .:.nd. co:mnerei~l C'J:Itomer3 !lot time: 
, ,. . . 

when gas dc~ds arc .:.t t. pccl: .. 
... r.." order to exorcisc somc ::lCC.3U!"C 0'£ control over new r¢que~ts :tor 

rc.ir1y J.<lrge rim. nonresidenti.:l s<:rviec, c<l.eh of the .A.pplic=..."'J.t:3 proposes to 

file .'lno. lllolke efi'ective ~"l D.lergcney Rule c,nd RcgW..'ltion ~hich wo~o. eon~ .:::. 

provision zubstc.ntie.lly CoS follow::;: 
I' ", • , . '. 

IfSorvice of so.s for nonrcsidcnti..7.l u:a.gc Ul'ldor ,:,,"'y firm schedule 
in :J.rrJ cquipmor.t (USo.gc to- be cur:n:lativc. in such cql:ipccnt 'and',ell . 
equipment .thcrea.1'tor c.ddcd et tho s~o premiso:) est~ted by'tho 
Companyto'use in exec:: of 25;000 cubic tect ,of g~spcr di:.y 01' twcnty­
tour .hours, not served ~t. the c!'rective dl.~te' horeo! withg:.: Qdor ~ 
1'irm ~ched'llc:, !)hAll be ,rendorod only 3UOjCC-: to tho :;:.pprovAJ. of the 
'P..lilrocd. .Co:=i:ssion o! thoSt:'.to 01' ~Co.lii'or:li~," .. 

In ~ddition to tho .'lbovc, tho ocorgcncy rule ~nd regulc.tion woUld coo-

tc.in an .:.ppropri~tc c~use st.:.t.ine tha.t it !jhill te~te ziX :lontils cl'tcr ;;""1 . ,. 

Armistico ot World V;ar n u."llczs oxtencic:d by ~ppropl"""..,.to ~ction ot tho Railro:;:.d 
. . . ". , 

• • • I • 

Commission of the St:::.tc o! c".lifor:'lit.. 
, . .' 

UndlDr the presont circ'U.l:!W~nccs r~lc.tivc to t.ho .'lvcil:.bilit:r .3.nd ... 
dc~~d ~or tir.n n.'ltura.l e:;:.s in the territories sorvedby Appli~~ts~ it .:.ppc:;:.~s 

f ! , \ . , ' 

t~t some me:::.sure of control ~s proposed i.~ t~.i!j Applicntion 1: w~rr~~tcd. I! .. 
)' . . 

this is not done, ~"ld the existing ea.:; eupply is not l:lo'ltcriilly Chtl..~gcd, 
" • . • " • I • ,. ••• • , 

,. • f' 

Applico.nts mf1.y experienco di.!"!iculty i.." m.'li.."ta.i!-l~'"'lg deliveries to ~r industries 
. " .' . , . , . 

~"ld c~son't.icl eivilicn sorvice du.""i."1g oY-trelXl or .~dvcr:Jc wc:::.thcr cO:ldition::~ 
~. • • " . • t "., " " 

Such control should. be ox.orc1s~d with due r~g~rd to tho d¢mt"_~d ~dthc .:1vill-. . .. 
ability of neturo.l g~z supplied.by the utiliti~~,!or other tr~~ fir.musc, inelud-

, , ... 
' .. 

inS interruptiblo a."1d. surpl'l,;,Z sehodw.cz. . . ' . Co~e~uentlY1 we ~ro o~ tho oyinion the 

propo:;od. emorgoncy rule ~nd rog\.lllltion i~ dosirl!blo .:lot t;his time to provc~t 't.hc . . . . 
• ',I 

pocc1bility 01: ::.oy situation th.3.t m::.y ~<:.ir tho w~r c:f':!'ort or the utlliti~:Jf . ' '.,' ,~ 

o,o,r;;t1!'l.g customer:; .. 

-2-... 
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.. A public' hc;.ring u:"idor the circ\ll:l::t.,.."l.c<,::s being dco:n~d ur.ncco~::~r"J, ~d 

good c~usc ~ppocring, 

Cou."l.ticc G::.s Comp:iny o! Co.11to~ Oc .'It;.thorizcc. to i'ilc :toe. to c~rrJ out MeL 

in the ~pplic~tion, ·~fu.-thcr ·t~t· c~id·c~0rgcncy rul~ ~nd rczul::.tion will be 

me.c.o effectivo ~s of the effective d~tc of this ·o.rder .. · 

Tho of!octivc dAte =h~ll:bo·thc d~tc hereof. 

Do.tcd o.t So.n :Fr~ncizco; calii'or:".ic.,'· tl"J.o It.:rt."y 
/7 

-)-


