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Decision No.. 38097 ----....;..--
:3EFORETHE P.AIL~OAD CO~SION ,OF' THE STATE OF CAL!FORNIA 

- ' 

In thc! MAtter or the Applicntion of 

INDEPENDENCE ACRES "iIA'l'ER WORKS 

for per.ci:;sion to abandon water service. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---------------), 
) 

In the I:l£I,tter of the inveztig3.tion on the ) 
Comc1.5aion T:s own motion 1nto ,the service; ) 
rea~ona.blenes:;o! rCl.te~, metbod~, ~d ) 
practices,o£ the Independence Aere= Wc.ter ) 
i'lor}:.s locatec.in -:otic unincorporated- to"l::l· ) 
o!Ago'JZ'a, LosA."'lgeles ~unt7, C3lirorni.:~. ) 

---------------------------) 

Application No. 25639 
(First,Supplement.al) 

", 

In 1927, l~ Colodny D.."'ld I.. I.. Colod.W were .c.uthori:;ed to o~p..te a water 

system. (Ind.e?end.ence Aeres Wat~ ,)10rks) at ~oura, Los Angeles CountY'~'In 1943 

.c.uthority to ~bandon service Wt~ re~ested bec~usc or rl1cgcd operation at~ loss. 

Mter hctlI'ing, and. on FeoX'1.4<)"'''''Y 15" 191.;,4, such applic.3.tion W~ deniedw1thout 
, 

prejudice. (Decision No. 36e7~; Applic.c.tion No. 25639.). Although it was round 

tb3:t. the $Yzteo. hM boen operAted At a: 10305 tor tn..'U'lY ycars, sueh e.ction W0.3 t..:.icen 

bec~~uSe applicant was willing to cont~~e oper:.l.t:iOn £or' ~1. re~oM.oictimc to 

eOAblEr the cuzto~erz to ro~'a ~tual or~aniz~tion ~"'ld take over ~ opcratG the 

:;ystc:n. I!' 3.pplie6.nt Me. tho cu~to~ers could not ~vc :lot :1%l ~<:em<:nt within ."l 
~, ,I • • 

rCM~r.J).bl~ time, the dccisio:1 inciic .. ted. .t.~At <.o?piiet.nt might renl!V( tho r:cquGst to 

Ab~~don oper~tion. 

A :supplemental D.pplicution. w:. ... :; !,iled on t:.:l!"ch 20 ~ 1944, ~eg1ngt.ho.t 

the custom.ers h.:l.ci declined to conduct. meeting:; or to, :to:'!':. A =utual orz~.izo::.tion? 

li.%ld. thCl.t .n.pplicent h~d beer'. ur.succe::;:;!ul in .c.t.tt:optc, to, h~NC, ,the' COm::lU.-nty take 

de!'inite :ltcps to D.cquire the sy:;te:t. A co~ssion investiGAtion w:.:;s,1nstitut.ed 
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on 1:ay :31" 1944., ~nd aft.er boa."'"i."lg in ,both ca.tters, t!'le application to abandon 

:lerviec' WC!$ aga.in d.enied. on ~pte::tber 13, 19J.J.. (Deci:5ion ::0. 37334. 

!be ~eeond 1944 deci~io~ ,noted that the:ehad been ~ 3cries ot vo1u.~~J 

.:me. involunt.s.ry conveY-lnees ¢~ propert.y necessary tor renden.."lg water service'; 

cut it wa~ dcc~ed that both proccec.:.."'lgs wou:.ci Co subject. to:-copeni:lg Ilt :;;,n:,r 

time by Co.':l!"'..ission ordor or 'I.!'po:: t!'lC i=l\:tition of cpplie.::.nt or tho, cUstomers. ' 

Althou~~ no requost for ~ rooponing ~~, been ~cdinthe more t~"'l ten 

months' period since the last, d<;cicion". it es.ppecrs ;'ppropri:':'te to reopen t.hese 
. ' 

rk~t.ter3 for th~ purpose o~i=~uing~ ~i~~ order th~rein. It ~~o se~ proper to' 

issue such .l."l' ord.er Q.t tbis time ... dthout a i'u.-the:-h~ .. (l) 

Tho utility has been, involved in seven tol"l':lOl proceedi!'lg!l' 'be~orc t.he 

CoClmicsion,,(2) , including ~equ~s~ to <lXt<.:nd. sfJrvicc toO ':.ncroCl.Se r:~tcs,· to li!::lit 

the numoor o! customers 30rvcd, to abc.ndon service, end .:l., eompinntalleging 

(1)- AnY po.rty ai'tectod by,th.e order m::.y 'p~titiontor 4. rche~, but such 
pet::' tion muzt set' !orthgood mld sufficient c..'\use ~or t.he gra."1ti."lg of.' Co 
reh(lc:1ng bl':!'orc such lI.ction 'Hill be tc.kcn..:, 

(2) -. App. No •. l33S4; Doc •. IJo' •. l82$O, da.ted April.lS, 1927.· 
App. No •. l$760, Dec •• No., 21839, ci:J.-:.oc. Novc:lber 29,1929.-(:34 C.R.C., 7) 
coic No ... Z789, Dec. J~o. 22163, c.c.ted Fcb~" 26, 1930. 
App~ .!~o ... le1.2S, Dec.' No.,2$i..Sl". d:~t.cd D<:ce:lbc:-27, 1932. (.38 C.lt.C. 333) 
App. ,:~o .. 2Z736, Dec •. No. 32163, d.:l.-wd. JuJ:y 18". ,1939.· , (42 C.R.C. 53) 
App •. No .. ,2$639"poc. !,!o. 36874" d.:I.ted.Fcoruary 18, ,1944. ' 

" . Dec. Jio. 37334, Q..'\ted. $Qptcmbcr 13". 1944. 
CD.SC rl0,.. 1+724, Do,c. !Jo. 37334, dAted. Septemocr l.3" 1944 •. 
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The utilit~, owner3 have nevcr operl.!.ted the ~:::t.e::l l.I:t lJ. pro1'it" D..."'l.d 

usu~ ,,.;.t ~ seriou~ out-or-pocket loss. A.t v.o.riou~ ti::le:; group a . of Cu:ltotlcrs or 

inclividuc:.. water users have c.ttc.Qpted to oper,i,te tho syztem." unci: wc.t(!::" u.s.,r.s 
, 

h~ve C.dVl1.."lccd i'und!; to pay p:;wer<.t.l'ld rcp.Ur bill:!. Ye;.:.r~ of dc!erred~tcn.ancc 

. a~d almo~t complete ciepreciation of pipelines" wells and e~pment ~c continued 

o?er~t~on rathor futile without a rehnoilit~tion ot 'the entire ~J3t~. A lsrgc 
• • • I 

number of fOX'm.l.:r c'.!stomcrz now depend upon private: ah.."LlloVl· wells. :.:. CdCC;:Ullt.e 

w~ter supply Cilll be obt3incdonly :t:o~ :!orcign zourccs at a prohibitivu coot. 

In 1930 the residents or tho .:U"ca tormce. ~ eoun.'t:r '::.ter wori"oS di:;'trict",. i6~ued 

.dissolved in 1933 •.. · 

OVer the YOlJSS the Commi~sio:l hnz cr.d.eavortlc. to .?i.d tho:::' rc~idc~...z Otld the 

utility wl~ter :'Jcrvie~. E<:et.usc ot continuod operation at ':""l out-of-pocket. 1o~5, 

coupled ..... ith the oth:.;r tnctors D.lrc!t~ st:\t(;:d" :lO \lction noO'r !~ppc~.rs po:siblc other 

th::m to authorize the :::.b .. ~"1dol.'l:lcnt or ut~lity s'-lr"lico. 

o R D-E P. -.-.._....,-

tney ~~ r.croby roope~cd tor th~purpo5C ot issuing thi~ s~ppleccntil Order, ~ 

I. Colodny one. I.., 1 •. ColodnY·CJre horcby :l~'thorizcd to (lobJ:\ruion :J..~d. 

di:continuo .~ Plblic: utility w~ter service in'tr.:::.ct 8451, Ago'ur::., Los A.."'lgcle:s 

ColJl'lty, ~ thin thirty dAY:; ~t.e:t: notil'T'...ng 3.ll ~ro::Klnt eu:stol:ur.:; 01 3uch :tnt.::ndod 

ab':\""ldonmtlnt, .It.ld. ~ tt'.rlt'!zn.ow on 1'ilQ cov(;::t'irlg zu.::h service t.;rc hQro'by. 

c~cellod: :l.3 of the dcto ot. sucr. ~o ... ~dono{;nt" subject. to t.h(: !ollow"J.llgconditionz: 

l •. ~t tJ. copy of ~"l .::.ppropri.:::.te notice to custOcers 'be 1'iled .... 'ith 
the I Coz::misaion ,'It or b~rorc the' tir.lf.:: th~t such notice !J/J.y bo 
served upon pr<:scnt . c:u,tOI:1cr:::.. . 

2~ "!'hut c.:l oli".fida.vit bo tiled wit.h th~Co=33io:."l sho~ine th:~t 
ouch notice o£· .:s.b(l.."ldonoerJ.t hiJ"lS bccn.:;orvedupon prt:~cnt custor.l~rs, 
c.nd listing tho r..:'lJllCS of Md. t.h¢ ci • .'~t~· o'! s.::rvice o~ th'C:) notico 
upon each such cUstocor. 
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C.:.se No. 472J. i::: hereby di:::conti:ro.ed.. 

This Order sr~ becocc e!!eetive on the thirtieth dr~ ~!ter the dA~e 

~T!F!ED loS A TRut COPY 

Secr~t~x,y, Ruilroae Commis~ion 
of the Std.tc of Cc.ll!orni:.;. .. 

-)..·7 ~ ~o!' 


