
Decision No, 3S2S7 

EEFORE THE RAILROAD CO~SSION Of !f.E STA'm OF CAlIFORNIA 

illJ~~im~~~A[ 
Application No; 26808 

) 
Application of CALIFORNIA EtzCTRIC ) 
POV;::R COMPANY ~or an orcier a\l,thor- ) 
i~ the '~eri:sion' or a line to " 
Twenty-nine Palms. }, 

---'--.--._'--_.--'-------------) 
BY THE CO~SSION:. 

O.RD E R - - --- - --' 
California Electric Power Cornpany:f11ed its original applicaiion 

\' " 
in, this proce~ding ;une 18, ,1945' aneit.s first supplemental application he:r:-ein 

on August 25, 1945. In the, application' the Comj:)any', seeks' an' order that public' 

convenience and necessity require ~r will require the interc'onnection' of it~ 

electric sY1tem in Twenty-nine Paw 'to the remainde:r:- of its el~ctri~ sy:sten4 ~ 

It llkew1se ~eeks a ll!oc1ii'ication ofth~ method" speci1"ied"by Decis'i~n No~'" '. ~ . 

37146~ of accounting for the El.ectrie Plant Acqui.5it'ion Adjustment resulting' 

fro,r:l the purcba-se of the l'we,nty-!'line Paw system. 
, ., 

/' .,'-: 
In Application, No.· 26099, wherein the purchase of the Twenty-tdne 

Pa~ ,Pr?perties by the, Compil?y .. was .considered; the Commis~ion 'Was advised 

in a general way ot the plan ~o'construct thc'transmission'lirie, for which' 

formal authorization is n(fN being sought" and .. · upon completion thereof, . to .. . 
tile rates ch~ged by, the COlr.pa;'l.y i. .... other compa:raole territory,' thereby 

eft~eting a 5ubstar.tial reduction in elect,ric charges to Twenty-nine Pal::ls 

consumers .. 

The proposed line wil~ be approximately 45 miles in length .. 'extend

ing from the. Company's ~rnet substation .. in Riverside County,' adjacent to the 

BaMing-In~o highway, to the community or Twenty-nin'e \ Pa.lmS: in San' Bernardino 
County. The li..'le will be operated at 33,000 volts· and' its' cost is estimated by , 

the company at $120,000. It will trave:r:-se Morongo Valley, Yucca Valley' and . 
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Joshua Tree Townsite and upon completion ·)'Jill ;n.a.ke available, through the 
., : •• : ' I " ..' •• 

company.' s regular extension rules 1 electric service to substantially all or 
L •• I • I ~...' ~ , 

the potential customers i.e. these areas. .. ..' . 

Xh~ completion ot ~~e line ~ it is alleged..t 'Will make available to . . . . 

customers mere abundant and. re.liable :ser.{iee at rates approximately 20% below . . ~ .." " . .. . . . . 

the pz:esent. level. This wil~ be pos:I.ible because ot the availabilit.Y' ot the 
" , .. 

company!s large central :station energy sources to. the area bY'means of the lfne 
'. .' • I • " I 

and. because ot the d1scontinuaece" except f.-or- standbY' pu.rposes I of the rela-.. . . '. 

tiv:ely high <cost di.ese~ generatl:ng plants now u:I.ed. M. a. $:Ource ot" suppl:r_ 

fhe company hol-ds. operating. !ranchi:ses 1n Rivers:i:d.e and.' San Bern-. .' . 
ardino COl.Ul~ie~· and this ~Clnmiss;i..On.' oS certi.£i'ca1ie to exercise such. r'ranch:lses 

by reasof?, of Deelsion No., 4597 in. A~pl.iea.ti~n Nos •. 3047 and 3049 •• .' ". 

It w~s t.urth.er. the asser~t.ed.. inteD:tJ.on· of': the compa.n;r. upon'. completion 
• 

of', the Une, to ~e, ef,.e,ctiv~ ~ .. the~ent~nihe PalmsnterritorY"it's present·, 

Zo~e S r~t-.7s~. On Sep~e~r.17,,1945,. the company, filed.' with the Commission' 

revision$~ of, its rate schedules which will accomplish., this rate reclassirication,. 
: '. 'I' " 

an~ req\l~sted that the sched.~es ,be made .. e!tective as ot: the date power is', 
I • .., .,. • .• _, 

available from the line. 
'. '. ~. , 

Wit~respect,tothe modification of the accounting proeedure·to'be· . . .. ~ . . 

used in connection with the amortization· of ,.the.Electric. Plant· Acquisition: 
•• ,' 1'

" 
'. 

Ad.justm~~t _ required by .Decisi.on _ No" .37146,' the Comnission: is ,..as yet ~ .not -

prepared. to make. a final ord.el."... This matter ·will ·have the ..further ·corusid.er--
• " ( i'" ..... • 

ation or. the Com1s.s1on and.:final disposition -thereof' 'Will be ,d.ire'cted·bY', 
, . ....,. , ,. 

supplementa,r.Y;', pr.d.er ,":, • 

'l'h: C~mmi.~,sion ,is ot ,th~ opinion.:that :the necessary .,transm:i:.ssion 

facilities should. be constructed. in order to' interconneet. Applie.ant"s· electric: . . .' ~ . . ., '. . 
system in Twenty-nine Palms. to the remainder. ot its· syst~,.It;would..likewise 

• • ... .' I • r _ 

seem d.esirabl~, that. ,the. .nee.d tor that portion of. the. ·present generating 
, . 

fa.cilit1.e.5 wh;ch Ap,Plicant proposes to retain a.:s standby. ~pment ~0u:J.d.: be' 
, • f· •••• •• 

re:-e~~d ,~t an .. early.,?at,e •. Exper1enc~ in, operating the' proposed. line·should· 
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permit a. more cOalprehensive Ma.l~i~. of the economic factors and operating . .. ," . 
.... ~ r. ... .". - I r' r. '. \ . !' • 

characteristics upon which the eventual retention or disposal of the generating 
. . • I. '," t ~ • , '" t ' , , 

equipment should be predicated. Generally such standby is costly and the 
+ ,.,' '.1 : 10 • .., • ., t. " " . 

standard. of ~ervice that 'Will be available under central station operation 
• I '. ;.. • ..... • , ".: ~ .. .~' •• , ; 

should be fully. as good or bett.e~ than in the. past. Under the circumstances 
. . . . . ,,", " .. ~ . ~. . . 

the Comm1..sdon.?-s, of the opinion that the applica.tion should be granted in 
,.' ' :." • • ~ • ... ~ ". • I • • ...., :.. • .. '. 

part. and th,at a he,aring is. unnecessary, and good cause appea.r.irig, 
, • • .."'. 'O. ,'..'~ • ~:. '.' - .' • 

It Is ~erebY' Found As A Fa~t that present ~d future, public conven-
. .. 

ience and necessity require or will require the construction or a transmi~$1on . : .: ~ \' . .., 
line connecting Applicant's Twenty-nine Palms el~ctric system to the remainder 

• •• J " '." • ,. • ' ".. •• 

otits ele,ctric properties, therefore . . ' ~ . " . 

It IS HERESY ORDERED that Cali!ornia Electric Power Company be and. 
\ :. .. 't 

it,is her~by gran~ed a certifieat~ that present and future public convenience 
I • .. • ". • • • •• • I .'. .: .; I • 

and necessity req~ or will require the construction of an electric trans-
, • • • • It • J • • .. • • I • •• 

mission line [rom Garnet to Twenty-nine Palms, and authorized to corustruet '. . , 
• I' . .' • • J •• '. • I. ~ .,' " • 

said facilities and to inaugurate the operatingprocedure~ contemplated in the 
• 1. , .... • ~ ., • • 

original.and first supplemental applications herein~ 
• f· '. ~., ; w.' . • ~ • • 4 : 

The effective date oj' this order 5hall be the date hereof. 

~ 
Dat~d .t. San Franeis7o, california this U~· ~ or 

_~'4 k() 194;~ 
".' • ~.... • I •• , 

I ...... _ ..... 
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