
~~,. Decis'ion No. ~,~o 

BEFO?.E THE RAILROAD Corll:gIS~ION OF TKS STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Ir. th~ ~~tt~r of thp. Application of) 
~I!.A.RG:G L. HIGHSMITH for a licp.nse ) Application No. 26906 
as a ~,10tor Carri~r Transportation ) 
Agent. ) 

F. w. TURCOTTE~ for applicant. 
VIM. F. BROOKS, for Thp. Atehison, Topeka & Santa Fe 

Railway Company, Santa Fe Transportation 
Company, Pacific Greyhound Linp.s, All Am~rican 
Bu~ Lines, Inc., Un10n Pacific Railroad Company, 
and Interstate Transit Lines) prot~stants. 

J. F. DU ;PAUL, City Attorn~y or San Diego~ by EDWARD 
H. LAW, Deputy, p:-otestant;. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

QElliIQE 

By this application Margi,.. t. Highsmith requpsts a 

license pprmitting hpr to ~ngagp. in thp. busin~ss of a motor carripr 
transportation agpnt as def1npd in th'p. Motor Car:-ier Transportation 

Ag~nt Act (Chaptpr 390, Statu'te!s 1933, as aInpnded). A public 
hparing was hpld before ZXaminl"'r Gal"'...non at Sar. Dip-'go on Octob~r 10, 

1945. 

Applicant is a rf'tired woman, 58 YAars of ag~. She pro-

poses to opprat p t:h~ s~rvic~ from thf: lobby of tha S~nator Hot~l 

at 10, \7~st F Strefo>t in tht"! city of San Diego, under the namt~ of 

'''National Travel Club". 

The application states that applicant would advertise to 

apprise thp public that pass~ng'f!l:'s desiring to travel to intrastate 

and interstate pOints from San Diego and vicinity might make 

arrang(Oments for such tri}:ls 'throu'gh her' bureau.. Hp,r attention bp.ing 

, ~.-



direct'ed t'o the {act that the C~cimiS~10h'rS j,urisd~ction doe~ no~ 

extend: to the 1:1!cens1ng of applioants; pr.opo,siJ;l.g to do ah interstste 
• • ", I • • • 

" . 
business of this character, he~ tastimony ~s confined to an .. ', 
alleged need for intrastate service. 

Her compensation would b,e ,derived froe a charge of 2; per 
. '. .',.-' , . " , "', ~. 

'c'ent 'of tne ·amount 'collected by th.e ca,r owners or dr.1vers. She 
, . , . ."j. '. ",.,. 

vrould :h1re :a mechanic ,to ins'O~c,t ,cars in which such .trips would be . , ~ .' ." , . . . 
ma'de', and her testimony vIas t'o the effec,t that ,she ,'Would .. "guara~te~~' 

, " 

'safe arrival "of passengers at their des,tinat10ns .in ca,se of' acc1-

:dent or breakdown. This would seem to~be,a hazardous undertaking 
• I ••• ' '. ." •• 

in 'cases where'the distances were great,and cons:ldering the expense . . . . ..' 
thStrnight accrue' t'o· the1ndiv1clual passengers en route. Asked as 

, ' , 

to 'her' financial ability" she' testified, that she had made arrar..ge-
I • , '. ,. ~ • 

ments' \vitha' i'r.iend· to help, in tl'le' financing, .. but, stat~d that the 

friend was' not noVi residing, in Califor.ll1?-_ 

, 'Theapp11cation' was ,protested, by vap~qu~, common .,cGirriers 

" ,operating' vl1tbin the 'state and· 'by. the "police 4epartm~nt of the city 

or San D1'eg-o. 'The test:tmony' :'01" two police, officers v:as tb.at in 

their op1Ii1on applicant .was, not a fit" a'nd . pr91?er ,per,son to. be 

gr'anted a license to' operate ,·as a motor carr,1er tran~portat10n 
, , 

agent. 

, "The app11cant·,hashad .. nO' e:r.periep.ce that would fit her . \ " . -,' , ~ . 

for 'the type of' bUSiness' ... ,hich sl:e; prop,oses to cond.uct. In 

'respo'nse to,many vital questions as, to .he.r met~'lod of .. cond'lct1ng 

the business,' her reply ,invar1sbly:was "I will do, ~~hB:tever th~laVT 
.. . . .' 

" requires me' to 'ao"'. 'Her ,te'st1mony.. Vias .ev.asive and. uncertain re-
I' ~ I j " , 

gard1ng the 'elementary requirements ,for the.concluct of the pro~osed . . , 

's'erv:!:ce~ .. She"would be under the ser,ious handicap of. attempting to 
",' " I • , 
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carryon a bus'iness affecting the public, and/of whichs.1C had 

absolutely no knowledge and in which she'has had no experience. 

After a full consideration of the facts of record in 

this matter the Commission is of the opinion and finds that appli-
cant should not be granted a l'icens'c to operate as Co motor cQrr1er 

transportation agent, and the application v;1l1 be denied. 

Public hearing having been had in the above entitled ~ro

ceeding, eVidence having been received, the matter having been sub-. 
mitted and the Commission now beir~ rully advised in the premises, 

IT IS ORDERED that the application of !-~'qGI$ L. HIGES~:ITE: 

for a license to operate as a ~otor carrier transportation ~gent 

be and 1 t here b~" 1s, denied. 

The effective date of this order shall be 20 days from 

t:'le' date her'eof. 

Dated at.Q,. ~c~<!& , -California, this ~;:~~_~~ __ __ 

day of ,. YJ~r'h< , 1945. 
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