Decision No. 38426_...
BEFORE THE PATILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ORIGINAL

Application No. 27064

In the Matter of the Application of
SOUTHERN CALTFORNIA GAS COMPANY, a
corporation, for an order authorizing
applicant to construct an exteasion
of fts system to supply gas service
to the community of Orange Cove,
California.

M et N e o N N S

BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINION AND ORDER

In this application Southern Cali:‘émie‘.‘ Gas Company requests authority
to construct the necessary gas main extension to initiate natural gas service in
the community of Orange Cove, Fresno County, under conditions n::t wholly in
accoFd with Applicant's filed ges main extension rule;

In order £6 serve Orange Cove, Applicant proposes to instsll approxi-~
mately 5-1/2 miles of 3<inch transmission main from its existing main at & point
near Dinubs ndrthwardlt'.,o Orange Cove. It will also be necessary to install
7 miles of 2-irich and 3-inch distribution mains and the required mimber of
services within Orange Cove.

Applicant has made a Tield survey to ascertain if a sufficient numbex
of customers were desirous of taking natural gas service to .justify the extension:
i accordance with the utility's filed Rule and Regulation Nos 20 .- Gas Main
Extensions. The survey indicated that 286 customers made firm commitments or
signed applications for gas service as of October 25, 1945 and that an additionzl
156 customers woi:id probably take gas service during the first year following the
installation of natural gas service. | |

While the construction of the proposed facilities would not te entirely
warranted by gas service to 286 customers, the additional prospective customers

will make the extension justifiable under the conditions of Extension Rule No. 20.
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As further evidence of this fact , Applicant has made reference to similar exten-

sions to two communities id 'L‘uhre Céunty'made in 1938 and l9h0.. In ezch

instance the actual customers in August 1945 exceed by a considerable number the
original estimate of the pofential number of customers mode at the time the
. extensions were installed. Thus, it appears reasonsble to expect that an exten~
sion suoh as the one proposed in this application to an existing small community
will, over a rather short period of time, have sufficient business attached there-
to ;ho Justify the in.stall&tiofx in accordance with the utility's filed rules and
regulations. 7
Applicant further points out theot it has the necessary certificates of
public convenience and necessity to enable it to operate within the areas
involved in this application. Said certificates were granted by this Commis,sion;s
Decisions Nos. 21368 and 19927.
| A map showing the location of the proposed line extension, certain datz
on the proposed ';'aciiities to serve Orange Cove, together with the ‘-nﬁmbckf of cus~
tomers, and information regording similar extensions to other swoll communitics
are attached thereto and made a part of the application as Exhibits "A', "B" and
"C", respectively.
The Commission having considered the request of Applicant and 4t being
- of the opinion that the application should be granted, that 2 public hearing in
the matter is not necessary, and: su.fficient céxuse appearing;: therefore
© IT IS ORDERED that. Southern Cclifornia Gos Company is hereby authorized
- to construct and install scid proposed ‘ga.s main cxtﬁnsion and di&tribution
facilities to serve natural gas to Orange Cove as set forth in Exhibit "A" of the
application and as further described therein.
The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof.
Dated at,&éam;a Ca.lifornia, this L o %
day ofw 945, ‘

Conmissioners .




