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~8J'1! /" ,~'\ Decision No. \.1\. ~'1'::v 

B'SFORE' TI~ RAIL~OAD OOl~'-Iss!or! OF nn:: STATt:; OF CAlIFORNIA. 

) 'm the lfatter of the ~!"iica.tion ) 
of J1JRUPA HEICH!'S WAT3R CO~lPAI~ 

. , 

for Per.mi~sion to Increase its 

Rates. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

--~------------------) ... : ... 

Application !~o.. 26883 

. Thomas L. Clay, tor Applicant. 

BY M ~om1!SSIorr: 

, .. 
,Turupa Heip:hts' Water CoMpany, ::I. corporA.tion, operates a public utility 

~upplyinFr. Wl\ter for d.orncstic and. ~1-i'lU"!'1~ use in the coJ'lll't\U'li{ie;-known as 
, , 

Sparrland Poultry Colony a."'Id Sp~rhnd U:1its N'03. 2 tl,) 6, i~cat~d about six miles 
. .' ~ . . . . .. 

wester~v of the r,ity oi' Riverside, L"'I Riverside 'Co~ty~, In thi~ proc~edL"'Ie the' 
, .' I ' ".' ) 

Company alleges that in Oeci~ion No. 22077, issued Febru~J 1, 1930, the Commission . . .... 
established. a schedule of rates which acong other thingB proVided for the quantity 

, , 

rate of ~.08 for all water delivered in ~"'Iy,one month in excess of 1,000 cubic feet 

per mo~th; tho.t therea!ter,' purs~~t to the COrlpanyf s voluntUy reque'st' by "ietter 

dated April 15, 1930" the Commission authorized. a reducti~n iri the above ~antity 

charge to $.03 per hundred cubic !~et, ~r!ectiv~ as o! AP~il 25, 1930. It is 
'il • i 

alleged in the application that under this above reduced rate the Co~any is 
. , . .. . 

suffering increasingly greater out-of-pocket l03~es each year and ask~ that the 
, .' ,,' • . ' ~.. I" • ' ..' " ' • . ' • " 

• , I. 

above S-eent rate be restored in order that the ColllPany mAY continue in business • . . 
A public hearing in this catter was held before F..xru:1iner ~~. R. ~'acKall 

in Ri ver~ide. 

Accordin~ to ~vidence presented 1n this proceeding Jurupa Heiphts Water 
, , . 

CompanY' system was installed in th~ early twenties by W. S.Sparr to supply the 
, ' , 
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pUrehll1!erS of small-farm parcel:s 01' land., ran~r..g frol'1 one-Ml.f to two and a half 
• r , • ~ • \ ", • ~ ., ~ • • ' " .' '.. .' • I' I • ,', j 

and ~re acre9, devot~d mainly to' poultI7 and ra.bbit rai~g. 'l!te service a,\ea is 
• • f ":'~' • '.. 4' .: • • • 

rolling'in nature, 'the 'so'U sandy and the eon:5'Umers arc widel~ ~e,atte,re~ throu@out 
, " 

the '~bd±'Videc1 area.. Th~ Company books renect' a total fixed capital investment 
'." ' .' .. • t" •. It. • 

of mS,534. On De'c'ember 31, 1944, the Col'11Pany furnished water to 137, e~:m:sum,er~, 
, ,. . . . , 

'!he evidence presented by ThOr.lB.S L. Clay, counsel and president, of, the 
'\ " . \ . . 

COmpanYI and by Roy E. Sutherland., one of the Commission engineers, sho\\~.that under 
, ."'. t • 

• • t'- '; • 

present, operations the Cor.ipariY"$ revcn~es are less than the ::w.intenance and 
, " , " , 

operative expense~;includine'depreeiation. 

, , ' Hl"~ 'Clay eiaimS that during the period 1931 to 1934, inclusive,' hi,S . .... . 
Company has suffered. an aceumclated. de!'ici~ ~~ilw~r no O1j ,§§O, ma thlt for th~' 

.,.,.. . . ., . . . '. 
tive-you'period' cridinR De'c-.mber .31,. l~jl..4. t.h:f.;' d6fie:f.'\:. &%'\O'lXntGd t..o c.4~7e4, .. . . .' . 

.;,; I I' ~ :. I 'I • 

''!he report presentod by Hr.' S~th~rla.nd Rave the a.r:i~yzed Bl'ld, adju.st.od 
: ;, 

revonues 1'or '1944 "as' '$3;498; and "the operating expenses as ~3,206, exelusiv¢ of· , 
. ' ....., ,-' I.. ~. .. . . ' 

depreciation MCrO!' o£:'ice co.st~ 'and. :!uperintendence, wl".1ch latter are provid'Zd 
'. t I ' • ~ ~ " • 

" '. 
without char go a:g~st thc':utility oy Mr. Cll'\Y through hi..s own pr;Lvll.te, ottie,,_ Tho 

• '" • '.,' " •• I ~ • ". ., 

testimony of the Commssi~n T s enpincer i."ldicntc~ t~~~ ~om~uta.tiO~ based ~p~n the . " 

UM or' tho tormer. rll.t'o of' 8 cent~ per 100 cuhic !e!}t w1ll not provide 
t', • '. 

I," 

. . . .. 
Applicant has not requested and does not at this time ask for a rate which will . , " 

'.. ' .. 
yield a fair net 'retUrn upon his investment. It 'appears therefor? that th~s 

utility'shoul'd oe authorized. to ngllin place in e!fect it~ former charge of 8, een~s 
. , • ' • . \ .•.• : ' • .':'" ",', .. I; , '. -,I' 

per 100 cubic" teet for all water used each month in exces~ of 1000, ~ubic, !ee~. 
, ~' " . 

. ' A 'petition' was presented 'on b~aJ.f 'of a large nllJDber of consumers p.:r:ote~t-
, • .. ~ '. • • < • I ' ; , 

ing agai.n:st the increa.se 'in ;~tes 'u:P;;n the"g~~~ra.l ~~ge 'that the, present rat~~ 
'. • • • \ J 

already are tOoh1.¢'l" In View of the evidence outlined above, it is clear that the 
" "', 

''', • • 4 • . ' .' ,'. 

pre!ent'rate of 3 cents per 100 c~bic feet is consider~lY below 'the mere production 
• .,..., . I II> ' 

cost o'f water. If this 'utilitY' is to' continue to deliver water to ~on~ers it must 

be granted a rate which will ~le it to meet'at ;~t its bar~ out-~!-poc~et 
, . , . 

costs which is all that 1~ requested. a.t this time. Applicant ha~ not even asked. 
-2- . , 
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, . ~ 
for <mj return upon' the fixed ca.pit.Al inve:!tr'tent. , . 

, . 
, 'The testiMony of conMer witnesses, however, indicates that' their 

principal l"rotests have 'arisen a:s. a result of freQuent interrupted service,' Mdthe 
• '. " I t .', 

shutting ott of wat~r in the rnain.:5 for repairs, without giving sufficient notice 

to all con~ers affected. . , . 
The record. shows that c:1uring the pa:rt. three or mor~ y~ar:'5 the main 

transmission lines from the wells to the reservoirs and to the' cro~s-distr1bution 

feeder lines haVe becoI:le badly ,wort}, needin,r.; constant repair of serious' 'leaks and . . 
pipe' rupt.ures.' '!he, testimony shows th<l.t certain of these trtJ.n'~:ssion lines 

'. ," . 
required. (:omplet~ rej.)lacer.lent which wa.s, impossibl~ during th~ period. of 'war-time 

( , restrictio'n on procurement 01' new pipe for this type of publlc 'J,tility' service. 

kin~ the l'la:st year and a.~ ,soo~ as Eipe a.."l.d ::1Aterials were' av~iabie this 'Company 
. . . ~ 

\ . '.' 

the servic-e' area and has to date repla.ced all but a. s::mll 8mO'JIlt of the leaky 
" ." , . ' : 

m('.ins in the'r"maining.parts 01' thl'! system. This replacement, together With the 
, . 

repa~ 'o'f emergency.l:1Ain breaks, has necessarily ca.u3~d inuch 1riCon..:.re!d~nce tb.rou.¢\ 

~'ervi'ce' interl"'.;.ptions, 'but ,in all fllirness it should be fully renlize'd that this 

Co:np~ has done much better, than ~ould be e~e~t()d \mde~ ,the'diffiCult. 'circum-

~stances~ ·l'r:..· Cl~y has. stated that the p~grMl or rl)placetlent, which has co."t many 
. . . . .. , 

. thousAnds of dollAr~, 'Will be 'eompletcd 'by Docember first or perhS:ps ~ooner, 

depending:upon~th~,labor shortage. 
, 

"The eon:sumer.s rosiciin8: i.n th", Cl'cas where the new mains ha'Vt:: been 
. , 

installed· eonce<l.e that, tormer poor service and t'requ~nt :shutting-off of' watr.r ~ave . . 
no ..... been eliminated and continuous serviee is now being pr'ovided upon :t. ~atis1"aetol;Y' 

. i 

Application as entitled'above 'having been filed with th~ RAilroAd 

, Commission, a public he1l.ring. ha~ng blJcn held thereon, the matter having been duly 
t! . 

submittod. and the Commission now b'ei."\g Mly 'advisea in th.e premises, ' 
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IT IS HEREBY,fOTl-rJ:) AS A FACT .thnt ·the ·rates no'W .--charged by:Jurupa Heights 
, • •• ~ • I' 

W~.tcr Col'!'lpnny, lI. corporation, :for wntcr ~uppli~~ ·to its cu::ltocers!in the 
I' • .' • 

eomuru.tios ,known .:\.3 Spro-rlMd l'ollltry Colony.n.""d $p.-u-rland Units 'Nos... 2 'to 6, 
. "', .,. . 

90unty of ~ver~ido, are unjust Md ur.rc:J.Sonnb-lc insofoM' nst."ley c:iif-fer :from the 
'; . .' . 

r1l.to:s herein cs:tablish:cd, Md thnt tht"l r<'l.te.5 .hcreL"" e~ta.bli5hednre just :uld 
, ~. • + 

re:l.Sonnblo ra:te.s to be chn.rp;ed f,or to.e s¢r:'liee r.ender~d1 :lIld bas1np;' its Order 

upon tht'! forep:oinp, f.indings 0: f<"l.ct IUld u:pon further ::Jt .... t~ents of !'I\ct eontAined 
\0 I , • 

in the Opinion ~';hicll prcc!!des thi::J Or.d.e:-, . '.' , 

IT IS F.'F.:R,:;BY O~ER:"':.D thnt J~p<"l. HciR-'1t~ i'lA.ter Col:lPMY, a corpo:-ation, 

be nnd it is hl!r~~y authorized ar:d d:l:r.cctcd to file with tho R. ... ilroRd t;ornmis::s10n, 
, ',. . . . . 

within thirty .(30) ci.-"lYs :frotl ~hc dlJ.1;oc o:f tr.is Order, the 1"ollowingsohedule or 

r~te3 to be eharged for ill water. del.ivorcd. to its eustocers Ijn r..nd after 

December 1, 1945~ 
, " 

Schodule ~:o. 1 

ApplicAbili ty: 

Ap;.lic11.bl~ to all dOJ;lle.stic, eomt:'l.er,cit:U and irri:ea.tion water' scrvic.,;,. 

Tc;;rritory: 
...... 

1';i thin the trnctz. known ns Sparrl::md Pow. try Colony Mod S\J~rlnnd. 
Unit3 Nos. Z; 3, 4, 5 and 6., COu ..... ;,ty of. Rivor.cide .. , . 

" 

~~tity Chnrge~. 

Fir~t 600 e~bic f~t~ or lcss •• ~ •••••••••••••• ,·. 
N¢xt.' . 400 cubic feet·; pe:r 100· eubi~ .. feet. ; ••••••• 
Over .. 1,000 cubic !"eet, 'per 100 .cubic feet ••••• , ..... 

, , . 
l~inimum Chnrgll: 

t •• lit 

For . . 5/8 :i.rl.C?h .mctcr •••••• It • -. -0· • -t -, ... -...... " ......... -0·.·.· • -ow·o 

j/4 inch meter •• :.:.· ............................ • • .. ~. . " .. 
l'inc~ meter •. _ .................. -, ••.• ,..,.~. ,-............... . 1i -:1nch Deter ........... * ..................... -, ..... .. . , .. . ... ;. ... ., ...... .. 
2 .inch meter ................. ., ............. _.e ......... " 

• • •• l1li ao •• t.. I· ... " 

3 '.in.eh~ .mater,. ,""" .......... , .... 0- ., ................. . .' . . , . " . ~ . 4 inCh ,metu .............. II' ................... - • • •••• • 
• • • 'II ,.".. • ~ ,. .' • 

6 .inch .meter ••••• ., ......... -0-. -.- ....... -,-,- -, ........ . 
j \ • •• • " 

P~r' Meter" 
:'er },'onth', 

$1.50 
.12 " 
.08 

~1.50·· 
2.00' 
2.50 
4.50: 
6.00 

12.00 
20.0.0 
35.00 .' 

The l~um C'nur6c will, -entitle ,th-e ,con-'\Wor to the quantity, 
of wat~r Which tMt monthly minimum, ch.orgo will purch~se 
at '~he QUAnt1ti Rates. , . ' .... 4~ 



" 

~ corpor~tion, be and it is hereby dir~cted ns follows: 

1. Within thirty (30) d.-,y:s from the date of this Order, to submit 
to this Comcission for its approval four sets of rules and 
regulntions governing r~l~tions with its consumers, eAch ~et 
of which sh:Lll cont.lin n suitnblo l':l1.\p or skljtch, drawn to an 
L~dicat¢d sc~c upon a sheet 8, x 11 inches in :si~o, delineating 
thereupon in distinctiv~ m.:u-king:s the boundaries of its present 
servico nren, nnd t~o loc~tion thoreof with referonce to the 
S1.'rrounding t~rritory; providod, howover, that such mp or 
sketch ShAll not thereby bo considered by this Co~mi~sion or 
any other public bo~v n~ R final or conclusive dp.tc~~tion or 
estnb1ishl:cnt of thn dedictLted :'Il'eD. of service, or :'1,:'1Y portion 
thereof. 

2. Within :sixty (60) cl'\vS fro1:l. the date of th.-; Order, to filt;l 
with this i'Ammission four eopie-s, of ,1\ eompreh~sive J'!lAp, 
drn ..... n to an indiCf'tp.d scale of not les~ th:\n 600 r~~t to the 
inch, upon which s~ill be delincnted by appropriate ~kin~s 
the territory presently S(lrved. This I:4".p should be rCRsonably 
accurate, show the source and d.:.te thereof,' p_~d include suffi-
cient dnta to dcter.minc clp.a:ly nnd derL~itely the loc~tion 
of the property comprising the ~:''''l.tire utility FLrca or service, 
provided, however, t~t such onp shall not thereby be considered 
by this Cocmission or MY other public bod"v as .:l. final or 
conclusive detcroination or estAblishm~t of the dedicnted 
are~ or service, or ~.portion thereof. 

IT IS HSRF1)Y FURTrlER OnDEnEDthnt tor all other pUl~oSOS, the eff~ctiv~ 

dAte of this Or<ier~~ t~""ty (<0) days. !rom r.~d ;:;d,/e date h.reof. 

D:lted :It ~ California., this, day of ~ 
191.5 .. 

, COMMISSIOtmS.· 

, , 
... 

, , 
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