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'BTFORT THS RAITROAD SOMVISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORITA

N
]

Ir the Matfer of the Application of )

HELEN, YEEKER, substituted for, LATRT)

FARYS, TNG.,7 doing busiriess under ‘che.)

Lfiet it.ious £irm name and’ style of L
SUNKIST WATFE. COIPATY, for a- ) Application Now' 22864.°
certificate of public: conve;ience and) ‘

necessity a.uthorizinp- the sale and

d:..,t*:.bution ‘of- water. '

L. H. Paillips and Vo' I. Church,:.for Pet:.t..o'w,.,. e
ugh Gordon and. Alvin W, Hahn, - for Swkist Yater Conpany.
Ja.,.os C.’ BOne, for Helen H.- }.cekhr and :Lambérs. Farns, Inc.

2Y THT COMMISSION:

On I.arch 3, 19L2 _the Co'nm sion issued.its Decision No. 35082 granting

Hele'x H. Lceker a certi"lcatn o‘" public convenience and -'xcccss.‘.tv to onc*ato

pub.x....c utiliw v'ater o./ste... :.n a léo-acrn s bd.wi.;zoq iving whollv wim;.

t

corporate .....mits o“ tne (‘:.tv 0F Weszt. Covina in Ios Angeles “County. A schodule of
“lat and meter -a'c.e" was a..so establﬁ.shcd.
' on I-‘e‘oma*y 15, 1945, a petition vas -filed.with-the Cormission by some

39 customers of thc water systen alleging that: the a'ml:.cn lon for a certzficate

asked on...y for the establishment of £lat rates, and. that .Lt. -pccm.ical.ly set "or‘ah
that applicant d:.d not propese to Lastall meters. However , 3t is furt "ze* alleged
“that nevertheless ..he a'oplica on was amended at-the hearing to includc prayer
Lor .ne cstablishment of motc. rates. .The petition-also all’e'g,es that tHe cu.sto:';ze;'o

'.0 f'
"

re no‘c notn.fiﬂ-d o.. thc ‘z»-ar.:zg ol the proceeding, and ..hnrc"ore had no opportunity

»

to. eppear and protest t‘zn i‘:.x:.ng, o., the measured rate..» or the orovi..:.on., covering '

e
'40

the mstallat.ﬁ.on- 34 met,ers on customers’, services. - The Comission ...s a.}ced

s

o rcopcn the proceod.’x.ng "oz' further hearing and -modify its Ordcr in said

w
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Deci.sio-m \o.. 35082 by dispen':‘.ng with the, use of, meters,. uwnless authorized and

s

rcque ved by ea.ch Wd.te"' user. 'I'bc Comi.,sion, after, considering the'.petition,

v Y ety

issued its Ordcr on Fﬂbn‘z’w_{ 27, ..SL..5, :-eopem.ng the-mattersIor further: "x.n-ari:w‘ for

.t S -n""_ v

the purpose of detem...n_np w"z-t"xe“ Decision No. 35082 shomld be-altered or “dmended
| in so "ar as th«- order the*ein provided for thesmetering of. servicc'wmd»‘cticns; '

Public hoa.rinp's in the reopeneq, proceeding were held in ‘Balaviy Park and

"'est Cov:.na before 1:xa\:ni.nez- %ava..

Lk .

Thc area ..,c"‘ved by th:x.s wtllity consists-of.160 acres ol land, Tying

v -

within the c:z.tv limit* o*‘ West Cov-"m sz.baivided into o'v-ha.lf acre lotcr or* Tess.
na.ter is obta.:.nec‘. by pumpinp *ro:n a w i,and it is'diswibuted th roug,h 12 ,500 feet

T4 and 6-inc‘1 mi.ns through pressure rank. ‘.on.rol. A booster. p.mpi.n;r wlant and

"a connect:.ou to I.a Puento .Caope-atwe I=rigation. Company 45 maintained for standdy

Y

purpo.,es. A‘c- p*escnt .th{are. are 130 customers being served, all except ‘one’ on” &

measured ba.,:.s.

o 'I’be rccord shows ‘that, thp oriw,im... appligation: as. cntz.tled above-vias

3

"':x.lec. with the Com::...ssio-:, as»:ing that a certilicate of public conveniencs and

-,

‘ncca-s.,ity be gz-a.ntcd La.mbcm Farns bco-porated doing ‘business.as Sunkist water

+ ,o’v
e b

Cfompany, and that 2 i‘la.t ra.*c be cstabl...,shcd 01"%2.00 rpor mo-zt"x per o-xe-".al,, acre

AL T
v

or "ractioq therco " In saigi origina.l petition 4t was further -ulleged that:

g‘-(,,-axl'

"'Ihe applicant. docs '101: p“opose o ':stall any meters for such sservice." The

-‘

mattcr wa.-' aet. down fo* ‘-xearing and appli czmt. was instructed by the Secretary of

. ‘I
T, N

the Commission %o notify a.ll customers ol the time and place of hcar:.ng of the
ma.‘cte. a.nd to nublish sud notice i.r* a pape:: of genaral c¢irculation in the -a:'ea.

to be gerved. The racord o:’, the oripinal bearing stows that the Commissi on's

v,

:Lnst"uctions coqcemi..g Vhe no*icc of. hearing had been duly complied with. At the

L 7S B
PR N

ginal hcarirp, the o.pplicat on vas amended, by, vierbal. request asking that the'

Con:niss...on also fixa scht-dul«- Of meter rates, af.d, furthew, , that. Hel'en‘-Hl Yetker,

t et

dcing busincss as Sunkist "Ja.tcr Company', bn gzan.edwhe certificate in place of

Lambcrt F.mns lncorporatcd. "'he sa:.d mendmﬂnt was .subseouently filed in’ writing

,,‘

at thc recuost of the prc...id:.ng Comiss&oncr. The matter -was-heard and submitted -

vt

-2m

4
R
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and 'aid Dec“ sio-x Yo, 3;082 grmtnd. %o Helen H. :feeker a certificate and

v-s‘:.ablx.,hed a schcdme oi‘ both .{‘la‘c. and measured rates. Tae rm-tered *chedule
6‘ (' - ‘e

orovided for a minimur* charge of W..zs pnr month with an a_lowance o ".,OOO cubic
i‘cet of watcr, the nexs L.OOO cuble “eet at 10;.‘ per 100 eubic fe«-‘c. and all use

over 5,000 cudic “cot at 8/ per 100 cubic fce.,..

"

. This -ys‘cen tbcrnaf‘t:er was sold by Helen d. Meeker to Zusidn T. fardner,

r

the pre:ent owner, oV author:i. vy pranted by this fommission in its Deeision

No, 36?05 dated Y ch 9, 19L3. o .
At the hnarinps "zeld upon the reopening o Hi., nroceeding, vhe

petitioner.. t.est:.ﬂi#d i.n pene.a.l that they had -zot *ecoivod. a notice of thc

original hearing, and thas :.h Tev who had rccwiw-d a qo::d.cc haa not. recelved 12

v LW

in time to attend ‘the hearing. The pr-ti'tioner- all ob.jected to the installation

of meters and to the paymentui‘or-wa.te-' under a mea.surnd rate. 'I‘rxeir :;est.ﬁ.mony was

un.a.nimou to. the offect tha" ..he nge-ms st.li,ng prop«:-zy wi'ch.’m the tract ha.d
iﬂformed them that - the charges for water were to be $2.00 pexr- x;o:xzh on a flat rate
bas:;.;x fqr cach Lot, a.n_d that this rate jwoulc_l never de increased. C,c:-ta.ip customers

tcstified that Mr. Leo X, Meeker, President of Lamber:t Farms, Inc¢., and &% the ti.me

i al.,o mamger of the water syste.m ho.d asgared thex of pﬁm ent & .OO “le.t ra'cc.
\ ’

'Und.er *t:‘he £ircunstances they felt t.)-,at the proxmised flat ratc represcnted by the

oy a4,
"

real eutate salcsmen a.nd oz‘.‘.‘ic...als af the land development pzvoject a.nd of t.hc wazer

' ~,:,r:-:‘:-e:x.m *Ho.;ld be maint a...ned beoo.use this rate a.nd its assu'ed permncnco had been

t.he prﬁ::m-y .mduc:ement to buy proper::y in the ‘amc The con-uners conucnded that

i

for th.lu r—f won the o:-:‘.;zinal flat rate .,hot.ld be ...ainta...ned regardless of any
lo ses’ wh:.‘ch mi;.ﬁm occur operu:.o"z‘o* tlf;c evs..em. .

‘«’o saleq con..mcts, deeds or othcr witten docments submittod com'ﬁmd any
prov'i-'ions foz- a water: "up")l}’ on 2 pemanmt "lat ratr- charge or on a.':y othor
basi.,. P«-x.it oners «did, hovmv.. . 'nre..ent copies of advertisements gmql ciredlsars
prepa.red by I.ambert :arm..., Inc. ’ re..at:.ng to the saie of lots on t{xf;*- tract, setting

£orth azong other th_ng., t.r.at water wzs available at a flat rate of J2.00 pex

month. While e.l;zj.z:ing a;zd cisleading v;:tai;emcntvs nay havé been made to purchasers

l

=
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and pro*p#ct...ve buye;-s of lots i.n this ‘c.*act rngard.mg the water supply and the

R L T A S ) e e A

rat.e to de cha.rged for wate. seMc. .such p-om:.ses a.nd relatirg tra.nsactions are

X5 ey . m
“iaen ’ e

Whollj b'yond the ;Sum.sdiction and cent -ol o,. th...s Comission. Twe az'e, howe\re. y

e, .
YA S e re . ' ".-’-.

d:{.;ec:ly faced with a practi cal p*oblem a.nd ..hat :’.3 .he cons mua.t on 0f water

A L Y .

-

' . | S PO . .
service o the peonle res:.dinp thi.‘subdiv‘ sion. 'I'n s can be as-z.red only if

AL ilu\ .

the owner of xhc_ut.i_l:.ty,_cqr_x avo d |co“t ﬁued opcrat son at a loss.

t

lfr. Ruskin T Gardner ucau:'..red cont*o’ o" t....s wa*c‘ systm I.arch,,
1943 » and, ...m:ncdiately ...nm.mratcd e. p*ogram o" complet~ metﬂrinr thoreo.. Becau'ac
. . . . v, . . -V" _"-.‘ S
of war conditions only 3 "ew meters wnrc obtainablc with tho- r-:ul‘c. that. the vstea

Ve .
;o - . W4 ‘ r

‘was not ‘\zlly meto-red until the year 19L5. Accord..np ~.«:: M:-. Ge.rdner, he was forccd.

.
"" o e ML Y "o

to install meters to control the pcne a.l pz-act:.cc existinp' throz.ghout the ..:,"ten

‘nv‘

or wa.ste Sl and. cx‘omvap,ant use of water and ...;x ordcr to ..mprow- .he s»-rw.ce to

e 4,

customers located in the outlyirg ,ectio*xs c“ thc d..str‘.butio*x "rt.em. I’c wou.d

[ 4
.

have. been, necessary, otherw:i.se to ...ay la.rgcr ma:.. s and :.ncrea.,e walt er productio-z and

o -
-

distribution i‘acilities to meet the ever mcreasing demand. under thc unre"tricted

- ‘- ue

{lat rate usage. I Gardner presmted a tao..e show.i.ng t.hat t‘zc avemgc monthly

¢ M

water use of. the “:.'w-one 5/8~:.nch metered Serv-ice., was l 235 cub ¢ ..cct ..n 19A.L,

supplied i"clly developed pre:m.s»s. In 'c‘ﬁ.s cla...s on an e.vc*agad annua... basis four

i
,

bills were over vz. 50 pﬂ-r month a.nd twe.....y-"our were _ess t":an ..,2.00 'I'nt- c...a..s

»

average of &'Ll the th:.rty—two was “l 89 per mo..nh.‘ Therc were five premi..es, from

4 L
one to threc acres > se:'vad with la.rgnr me‘cers y wherc the monthly bills z-anged "roxn

-,2 00 o %.Lé the avera.gc being -.,2 65.

S;qp; ?;he above bills it is evident that the majority of the consumers
. + . - ! H v S e | v 3 ,- 3 ‘ e - -

pay les for water und?r t‘w meter rate.., than the 'lat. From the rocord. thereforn

00
! . T » s,

it is vexy evidem; tha.t thc actual chm-ges under the meter rates now in ef ec‘b a.re

’-
AN ST W e >, '.-.' W e

noi:"xcr excassive nor un:'air a.., a m.a.tter o.f :'act the met.er ratcs on the '\..md.st

System are acthlly lowr than those chaz'gcd on thn- adjoininm wat-#r :N'tm serving

.
.
L

Baldwin Park and .West ‘COVina..,
- e a o, o 2l e
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Lr Gardner anc‘. }..r, Jumes ? Ni.lson, one of thc Commissionfs eng:..noeru,

, ...n . . .
ey ry R .--‘-n e R . ;o KR e

‘pre.lented atcmems sbowfmg the re"ul‘c.o of ope tion o.‘.‘ the system "or & ten-

’ ‘i : ‘, ' ,-’.

month pﬂr:.od of 4.9&3 and for the i‘ull year of J.%L, The i.-z_oma.tion i\m.sh

i..; -u:zmar-ZPd in the ’ollow.ing ‘w.blc'

DRI IR

Lk I T T IR PP S I + . S

T 'wilSOn
191«&

“ .

Tixed Capital .. . 515,895 " $16 502
Depreciation Reserye : T2, 2,907 ,90’7
Deprec:.ated F:.xed Capital : ' < -.a2.3,395

Operatmg Revequc 8 2 ‘ ' 2;980

tena.nce q.nd Operating Expense.. 5 2, '_ ; _' v 2,229
Deprec:.amon, Syraight line . 786 P 786
Total Ope*a.ting Expen..es . ) 3,015

\Ie‘b Oporating Rcvenue > 6 ‘ 35-;:4:,
Average Nur:.ber of Consmc ' 123

Nater Pumped 10 ont.hs (Gal.s ) | 25 ,078,14.50 20 276,900 20,276 ,900

gL

Water "-’mpcd - 1.2 .zon‘t.bs (Gal.». -‘ —_— m. 7, 850 ,7&1,850

’('“’) - .en-mont*z period only.
("""") - Fed "igure.

4 ¢

rrom the mdeqce set "or?.n above y Lt is clc&r tr ° the ope*at ons of

l

t.h..q utilit" have rc..ul‘ced in A net revem.e of but & 5 "or "9.‘1. in one case a.nd

7

de c:.t of 35 the othc* a.nc'. also a dc ici" of v618 "or 191.3.

'I’h:z.-' case was reopcncc‘. by the Coms on %0 avo::.d a.r.y po sibil;ty of

5o g

unfd.imess which may ‘w.ve dﬂveloped over t.he alleged "ailu:e of due aad p*oper

not:.ce. I-'owever 'c.he ev‘ dence pre ented 'c.his *eopened "zcaring *how.. the

7 ., L <oy .-'-"_'n

“util:.w of t.he attempted flq.t rate opcrat:!.on "w a.void.’mg ca.rclesanes.. a.nci,
N - .,: K o <

wa.steful u..,e of wa.ter a.nd “esult:.n,g h,eavy» pump...ng expen...es. I?. is equally ‘

- -

apparcnt 'cnat 'che exi.at,..ng schedule of meternc'. *a‘;e, 'ae*o*o"o* establ:.shed by

. - L 4 .
¢ "., 4 )

thc Comis...:.on is ne:.ther exces ive nor unrea...onable, nde* 'cho ci:'cumsta.nces

e, . o .,
‘ ) ; .A’N-.\

uhe Com:.ss:.on’s Orde* s Dec* zion No, 35082, e.,tab...ﬁ.shing measured *a’c.e.,

. 'v:,,‘o,

'c.o be chargcd “'o. the service rendered t0 the consx.:ne cf th...s system, w’...ll

be reaffimcd.
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A petition ..av‘.'mg beon :‘.“..lcd ‘oy th_*"yn sctomers of 'ohc wa'cc*
¢ tar e . R L
wstem invo.wed. in t e abovc c*-n: lnd proccod...rg, azxing the Commi...sf..o o reopen

. n"t'. .
My .',.4-‘ ,«.'-\.‘.( ) ‘- , ‘]. N ,,:,

thc'mtte for 'Lrtncr Ne ar..ng, e Co"xmiss on mving con.,idered said petition

‘e, e T, : v, e -
! 4 " o " llu' }' "44

sucd it s Ordez' raopcung ..hc pz’ocere»ding "or further nca.. ...ng ’ ':ub.;ic hea.ring:r

Mot e -"I, p "t A

T . ot . .
haV"_ng oecn he_d t‘:.crcon, the rooponuc’. matw. kaviz'.g bccn d..:ly aubmit*cd s.nd t...c
Pt 0 J’ Lo ! M !.‘ ' / a0 L ", L) U

Comisa on be:.ng, “LJJ._/' adv‘ sed in the prcm..se., s

.
! e ’ “ o '

IT I° HEREBY ORDE?.EZD ‘ch&t ‘t"xe Ordc.. in Docz on No. 35082 d&tctd

’f

:,. '

Yarch 3, l9A2 ‘.s'c.a.bli:hing both i’lo.t and mcasz.red m'cc.. 0 e charged i’o* tao

.n':u . \q" ‘ f,vr,' ' \_, " -,
se*'v:x.ce *endered to the consumc*s o" ‘r)'ao .;unkist hatc*- Com ar ', ow owned and

s ’ . N ' ]
operated by Rus}dn T Gard:xe. » and i‘umi*hing wa‘cer "'...n a subd:i.v‘ ded arca :Ln the

A o . a 5 .‘

ty of Wesb Covina, Los nngeles County, bé and ...'o :.s he*eoy approved and

h “ ‘. ’ ‘ ‘- . .'. o ," ¢ 1 ‘ T

reat ﬁ.:med.

IT Is HEREBY FURI"-&ER ORDEPED t.ha the petition *equcaﬁing modiz‘ cut:.on
. e ¢ [PV 4. “ " ' Y
i: sald Detd .,ion No\. 35082 to prohio.;.t and eli...ina.te the .s:bta.lla on m use

‘a 4

3 et»érs by the ut.il.‘cy, b'e md ‘a is bcrcby dm_ec'.. ‘

bl LS B N R 2 Y, s

Thc effecti've date oi' this Order sha.i.. be twenty (20) dajs .from ..—».nc'.

'v n L) ' N . 0

alter the date hereof.v ,/

|H,| ! e ' N Or' o

w vy *

Dated a ng,ﬂmpm L, Ca....:;..ﬁom_\x, this / \,j c’.ay ol

.MJ/.«,.—// PN > l9h6 SR ‘ - ‘

e, o
. .




