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Decision No. 3S816

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMIISSI O 0F THs STATE OF CALIFORNIA

/@WM ‘

In the Matter of the Application of
A. J. WOOLSEY, Aam;nistrator of
the Estate of WILLI M JOSEPH
HOTCHKISS, deceased; nICaARD %

STONE; and YOUNTVILLE WATER

cou PANY a Californis Corporation, Aoplicﬁcion

No. 26976
distributing system ¢f Yountvilile

Water Company, also known as Napa

Rancn, for an order authorizing the

issuance of stock, and for an order

)
)
)
)
for-pe& mission to trdnsfe* the water E
)
establishing reasonab;e rates. ~§

ALBERT A. AXELRQD, for Applicants.

F. E. FRISCHE, Assistant District Attoraey, Napa County,
Interested Party. T T

]

In this application, the‘Commission‘is asked to maxe
its order authorizinz A. J. wOolsey,‘administrator of'fhe es-'?
tate of William Joseph Hotchltdiss, deceased, to transfer the
oublic utilit& water system constituting part gf what‘is‘known
as the Napa Rench to Richard I. Stone, and authdrizing_Richafd
I. Stone to trénsfer seid public utility water'system:fo Yount-
ville Water Comnany, 4 corgoration. The Commissio# is alsé
asked to authorize Yountville Water Company to.iSQUe?such number_
of shares_of its cépital'stdék'as the”Comﬁission &eems“propér\in

payment. for the nroperties, and to £ix reasonable fates for the

sale of water.
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A nearing was held on th;swappliqatidn at Yountvillc on .

February 13 by Examiner Fankhauser. Notice of the application
was filed or February 19 with the Office of Price Acministration.
That office has filed no representations in respect to tals

matter. Therefore, no further hearing will ve had.

The Commission by Decision No. 19965, da;ed December 1,
1927, in Case No. 2195 {Volume 30,_0§inions and Orders of the
Railroad Commissibn of Californié; vage 704) found tha£1w1111am
Joseph Hotehkiss, then owner of the Nazpa Ranch, was ‘operating a
public utility water service in Yountville and vicinity. On or |
about August 7, 1944, the Napa Panch, inciuding the'public utii-
1ty water propertics, was sold to Richard I. Stone. Through
inadvertence, neither William Josép’n Hotchkiss in His lifetice
nor the estate of said Willian Joscpn Hotchkiss, deceased, ner
sald Riche *d I. Stone, flled an apolic«t_on with tne Rallroad
Commission fo; permission to transfer szid water system te sald
Pichard I. Stone, who has been operating the Watervsyatex since
August 7, 1944. Requests for the transfer of suid water systen

are, as said, part of this application.

Owners of the Napa Ranch have since 1808 sold water to
consumers reslcing in Yountville and vicinity. At'presen; the
water supply 1s obtalined from tv)o sou:rces;, 'r&mei'y', ‘Hopper Canyon
and the Cistern Springs. The main supply cones from Hoppe
Creek and 1s sunplemented by sorings in the canyon located about
two miles west of Yountville. Watcr from the creck flows into
thc apper or new reservoir, wnich has an cbtimatcd storage capa-
clty of about two million gall ons. This reservoir is formcd by
a dam constructed acro 5 the strean bcd by Richeard I Ston~ in

1944. The flow from the main spring, which 1s lOCuted in the
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stream bed, is ¢onveyed through 2,300 feet of two-inch nipe o
the new reservqir; Water is conse;ved by the use of such pipé;
The lower reservoir, constructed in 1898, has a capacity of
about 163,000 gallons. It can ve filled from the upperrreSeré
voir. A four-inch transmissicn main leads;:rom-the reservolrs

to Yountville.

Another source of water supply is six springs wzich
are located‘in & separate clroular bricx ¢istern near ton¢ Napa
Ranch winery. Watér from those springs is Sold to eight custoj
mers in the lower e¢nd of Yountville. In the eventiof'an'emer-
geney, water can be obtalned from a well supplying thé Napa

Ranch winery.

The pipe system consists of about 15,190 feet of
transmission mains, varying from two inches to four inches in
‘diameter, and 5,505. fect of distribution nains rangirg from one
to two inches in diameter. At the end of 1945 the systen was
supplying water to 62 customers on & flat rate basis.’drhe réte
is $l.25 per month for each dwelling house, store, ér other .
place of business. The Yountville Watéryéompany asks the Céme
mission to establish both flat and metered reasonable rates: It
is believed that the latter will elimincte the wasteful use of

water.

| On or about Aﬁgust 13, 1945, Ricﬁard I. Stohe caused .
to be formed the Yountville Water Company, a corporation, for
the purvose of acguiring said wuater cystem. XHe aﬁd his wife,
Minerva Stone, propose to transfer to the Franciscan Farm and
Livestock Company properties acguired from‘the estate.of‘William

Josebh Hotchkiss subject to and reseréing therefrom unto the-
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grantoxrs, their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns,

the following rights and ezsements, to wits

"(a) The right to take water frow the source of supoly
heretofore and now used by saild RICEARD I. SICNE, one of the
grantors, doing business as YCONIVILLE WAIER CO., in the opera-
tion of a water distributing system for the furnishing of water
for distribution in or near Yountvilile, Califcornia, not exceed-
ing the present recuirements for such use and for the purpose of
such distribdution only, and subject to the rizht of grantee, its
. suceessers and assigns, to likewise obtain water Irom saic
source of supply and receive weter from sald distridvuting sys-
tem, for use upon the property conveyed by the within Deed.
Sajd source of supply is azrecd to ve HOOPER (HOPPER) CREEX,
traversing portions of Parcels 3 and 5, and said water shall be
taken only from the reservoir and its appurtcaunces snd through
the pipe lines and concduits, hercinafter referred to. '

{b) Tne right to use, maintain,. repalr and replace the
reservoir and appurtenances now located on Parcel 3, heretofore
and now used by said RICZARD I. SIONE &s part of sald. weter <is-

tributing system. for the furnishing of water for distribdution in -

or near Yountville, California, anéd for the purpose ol such dis-
tricution only.’ ' '

(¢) The right tc use, maintuin, repair and replace in
their present locations the cisterns and appurtenances on Parcel
1, heretofore and now used by said RICHARD Y. STIONE as part of
said water distributing system for the furnishing of water for
distribution In or near Yountville and for the purpose of such
distribution only. ‘ ; - S

(d) The right of way to maintain cxisting pipe lines,
conduits and equipment heretofore ancd now used by saié¢ RICHARD
I. SIONE as part of said water distributing systex for the Iur-
nishing of water for distriovution in or rear Yountville and to
install and maintain new pires, conduits and other necessary
equipment, all for sucl purpose only. Said right of way sghall
be over a strip of land-four feet wide aloag the present loca-
tion of said pipes, conduits and equipment over Parcels 1, 2, 3
and 5. Said pives, conduits and equipment shall be laid and
installed far enougnh below the surface so that they willl in no
~waydi§te§fere with the cultivation of the soil or the use of
said land. ‘ :

() The right of ingress and egress for the foregoing
purposes to and from said regervolr, cisterns and right of vay.
The exact location of suid reservoir anc appurtenances,
cisterns and appurtenances znd the right of wey Ior plpes, con-
dults and egquipment, or any of them, may be ner¢after determined

of record by recorded agreement or agrecements between the par-
ties to this Deed or their respective helrs, executors,.adminis-
Trators, successors or assigns deseridbing or identifying the -
location of sald easements and referring to this Deed, and such
description cr identification shall thercupon limit, define and
deseribe the easement or easements therein referred to, as those
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intended to ve hereby reserved.

The said rights and eascuents shall be used and enjoyed vy
the grantors, their heirs, executors, administrstors and assigns,
without interference with the full and peaceful possession and

nloyment by the grantee, its successors ané assigns, of the
property conveyed by the within Ceed, and subiect to said ‘ease-
ments, the possession and use of said ‘property shall be -and remain
in the grantee, its successors ané assigns as fully as-if said.
reservations of sold rights and easements had rot oeen herein.
made. ' - '

AND SUBJECT TO the following easements of record:

(1) Right of Way for a pipe line =nd water rights, as con-
veyed by Thomes 3. Eopper to G. Groezinger by Lgreement .Qated
April 8, 1885, and recorced &pril 9, 1885 (2 ifisc Rec 282).

(2) Right of way and easement for roadway and uses dnci-
dental thereto, including the right o construct and maintain
pole line thereon, and right to lay and nzintain pipe lines and
water rights, as conveyed to Andrea Bartclueei, vy deed dated’
ngruary 4y 1944, and recorded February 17, 1944, in 206 0. R.

.4. 7-" o . . .

The testinony shows that none of the water now dev-
eloped in Hopper Canyon 1s used on the rench or in the winery
premises. The Franciscan Farm and Livestock Company, however,
dees not want to preclude itself from at any time in the future
increasing the source of supply ond using tae éxcess water over
and above the present amount required to be furnished to the Town
of Yountville for its own wsez in connection with 1ts ranch and
winery operations. Cownsel for applicants states that they have
no odbjection to limiting the use to the Livestock Company of

water oaly so long as there is an excess of an ambu@t sufficient

to furnish the present requircuents of Yountvilié Water Company.

In s52id De¢ision No. 19065.the éémmiSsion sajd: "The
Commission requires each and every public utility water S&stém
to furnish an adequate and reasonabls supply of water.tofits
patrons a%t 2ll proper times, and, when existiha facilities 2n

Supply are inadequate, the utility is expected and regquired to
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expend all reasonable efforts to imyrove conaztjors 1na obtain
additional water”. While it zuy be 1necu;tgble to recuiru
appliéants to reserve water from Hopper Canyon to meet future
requirements of Xountville, we do expect Yountville'water Cexpany
td discharge 1ts public utility obligations. If it cannot do so
by water availadble from present sources,‘it £ust obtain an addi-
tional supply elsewhnerc. Such supply can e obtained rrbg vells
and possibly from the City of Napa proposed'transmission line

from 1ts Conn Valley resexvoir.

The evidence (Exhdbit "2") sresented by a CommiSsion
engineer shows the historical'costlof the water properties to he
£22,504 and the accrued depreclation $5,904, leaving'a'net
historical cost of slé,éoo. He¢ recommends tﬁat the company
should forthwith expend ébout B4, 500 for 1nutdlling~meters,and
replacing pipes. To pay for thic properties, iﬂ&tu¢l neters zné
maxe other improvements to which refercnce 1s =made in said
Exhibit "2", we will authorize Yountville Water Company to issue

211 shares of comzon stock with a stated value of $lOO per share.

The Commissidﬁ’s engineer'in'Exhibit."Z" suggests a
flat rate schedule which provides for 2 montaly charge of $1.50
for a single dwelling and the irrigation of 1,500 square feet of
garden or lawn. For sreas in excess of 1,500 sguere feet a
charge of threes ceats per 100 sqﬁare féet‘is_propcsed.ﬂ A
measured schedule of rates is also suggested. It provides for a
monthly minimum chargcléf 31 50 with an allowance of 500 éuﬁié‘
feet of water. For the ﬁCXt -»500 cubic feet of water used the
rate suggested 1s twenty cents per 100 cublce feet, the the next
2,00¢ cubic feet it is‘firﬁeen cenfs per lOOicubicfeet,,andfqr
guantities over 6,000 cubic feet it it ten centS‘per 100-cdbié
feet. |
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It 4is estimated thut about 75 consumers will be served
under the nroposed rate schedules and that the company will have .
an annual operating reveaue of $1,500 segregated as fcllows:

50 flat rate customers 50 x $1.50 x 2= % 900
25 measured customers 25 % $2.00 x 12 = 60

Est. Revenues Per Year  $1,500

Bhe operating expenses, including depreciation and
taxes, are estimeted at $1,041, leaving a net ogerating revenue

of $459.

No objection was made t¢ the proposed rates by elther

the company or trhe consumers.

We find that the preoposed rates are reasonable and that

they should be put into effect.

0RDER

The Commission naving considered applicants! recuests
and it being of the opinion that the money, propert& or labor to
be procured or paid for through the is;ue of 211 shares of'cdmmon

stock herein authorized, is rcasonably required by the Younﬁville
| Water Company for the purposes here;h stated, ﬁhich PUXDOSES are
not, in whole or in part, rezsongbly ch&rgeable“tovoperating
expenses or to inceme, and that thls appiicaticn‘should-be‘

granted as herein provided, therefore,

IT IS EEREBY OKCERED that A. J. Woolsey, as adminis-
trator of the estate of Willizm Joseph Hotchxiss, deceased, be
and he is hercby authorized to transfer to Richard I. Stone the

public atility water system operated under the name of Yodntvilie
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Water Company, which is olso known as the Napa Ranch, which
water systoﬁ Richard I. Stone znd Minerva Stone, his wife, are
nerevy autnorized to transfer to Yountville Water Counany, a
corporation. Suech public ﬁtility_water propertics are morc par-
ticularly described in this application and irn exhibits filcd;at

the hearing hed thereon.

IT IS AERESY FURTHEZ ORDEREC that Tountville Water
Company may, on or before Deccmber 31, 1940, issue in payuent forv
said properties, 166 shares of its cormon Stock at & stated val-
ue of $i00 per share, and issue aré sell 45 shares of its common
Stock at a stated value of 3100 per saare, and use the proceeds
for the following purposes:

Acquire and install 25 - 5/8 inch x 3/4
inch meters, about § 400

Reolace about 1,600 feet of 2-incn pipe ‘ g
with 4-inch pipe, about 2,400

Replace about 1,500 feet of l-inch pine o
with 2-inch ripe, - abtout 900 -

Total $4,500

IT IS FEREBY FOCND 48 A FACT that the flat rates now
¢harged by Richard I. Stene for water supplied to his customers
in Yountville and vici“ity are wnjust and unreasorable insofar
as they Giffecr from tze rates herein established, end that the
rates nerein established are just zad réasoﬁable rates to be
charged for the service rendered, and‘basing its order upon the
foregoing findings of fact and upen further statements of fact

contained in t‘e opin_on which precedes tnis oroer,

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that Yountville

Company, a corporation, te and it is hereby authorized ¢
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directed to file with the Railroud Commissicn, on or before
April 20, 1946, the ;ollowing schedule of rates to become effec—

tive on or ofter the first day of Maj, 1940-‘

SCHEOULE NO. 1 - GENERAL SERVICE 4T FLAT RATES
Appilcability

Applicable to service of water for tusiness establish-
ments, general nousehold, and irrigation of luwns, sarubs, and
gardens. : :

Territgrz

‘Within the entire reskdentlw* area ¢ Yountville and
adjoining territory north of Soutaern P weific railrosd tracks. .

Rates | -  Per-lonth

(1) For one dwelling or otiner single -

nit, including necessary gquantities
of water to irrigate zot over 1,500.
square. feet lawns and ga‘cenﬁ, '
ohﬁuboery or trees.

(Y T dooi. i

(2} 1Or 1rrigation of srouncs pluanted

to larms, gardcnq, shrubbery, or trees
in excess of the 1,500 square feet in-

¢luded in the dweixing rate, payable
six (6) months of the year, rrom lay

to Qetober, inclusive, per 100 square S
feety . : .03

(3) For small business establisqments. 1.50

SCHEDULE NO. 2 - GENERAL METRRED SERVICE
Apnliecability

Applicable to all domestic ané commercial water ser-
vice at ontion of either the customer or the utility..

Territory

Witnin the entire residential area of Yountville and
afjoining territory north of Southern Pacif;c railroad tracx

Rates . ' Per Mete*

Quantity Charges Per Mon

First 500 cubic feet or less ' $1.50
Next 1,500 cutic feet per 100 cubic féet .20
Next 3 000 cubic feet peor 100 cubic feet .15
Over 6 Q00 cubic feet per 100 cublic feet . 10
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: Per Meter
Minimum Charges _ - Per lkonth

For 5/8 » 3/4-inch meter $1.50 -
For 3/4-inch meter _ 1.75
For 1l ~=inch meter 2.50.
For 13-inch meter . 3.50
For 2 =1incn meter - 5.00 -

he minimuom dnarge will eutitle the consumer to the
auantity of water which that monthly minimum charze will purchase .
at the quantity rates. :

A meter may be instulled on any sorvice at the option

of cither thc consurer or the utility.

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER QRTIZRED that Yountville Vater

Company be, and it is heredy, directed as follows:

1. Within sixty {60) days from the date of this Order, to
file with this Commission for its approval, four sets
of rules and regulations governing rclations with its
consurmers, eack set of which shall contain a sulitahle
map or szeteh, drawn to an indicated scale upon a
saneet 83xll inches in size, delineating thereupen in
distinctive markings the boundzries of its present
service area, and the location thereof with reference.
to the immediate surrounding territory; provided, how-
ever, that such map or sketeh shill not thereky be
concicdered by this Commission or any other public
body as a final or conclusive Getermination or es-
tablishment of the dedicated area of service, or any
portion trercof. :

Within sixty (6C) days from thc dute of this Order, to
file with thls Commission four coples of a comprehensive
zap, drawn to an inclcated scale of not less than 600
feet to the inch, upon which shzll be delineated by
_eéppropriate markings the territory presently served.
This map shoulé be reasonably accarate, show -the source
and date thercof, and include sufficient cata to deter-
mine clearly and definitely the location of the property
comprising the entire utility area of service, provided,
however, that cuch map snall not thereby be considered
oy this Commicsion or any other public vody as a final -
or conclusive determination or establichment of the
dedicated arez of service, or any portion thereof.

IT IS ZEREEY FUXTEER OQRDERED that witain thirty (30)
Cays after the trancsfer of sazid properties to Yountville Woter
Company, a corporaticn, szid Yountville Water Company shall file

~ with tac Railroad Commissicn a copy bf the deed and bL1l of sale
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under which it holds title %o said properties.

I.L I° HEREBY FORTHER ORDERED that Yountv*lle Water
Company, & corporation, Shall file with the Railroad Commission
copy of = report, or reports, required by its General Order
No. 24-A, which order, insofar as applicablo,'is ﬁade a part of

this order.

IT IS SERESY FURTHER ORDERED that this order bocome

effective fifteen (15) dsys froz and after the ﬂdte hereo .

Dated 2t San Franecisco, Culifarnia, ~h¢s gi ﬁay

of Aprtl, 1946.

Commissioners




