
LV Pg.l 

Decision ~!0.3S871 

BEFORE M RAIt~AD COJ.~'!SSICiN OF THE STATE OF CAT.lFOIDJIA 

) 
It) the !·!&tter or Applicl.I.tion o! ) 
C. B. GILES, operat1hg as the l 
SOUTH ooS FJ;:"OS WAT"'R \':O?Y.sj for ) 
authori~y to ~c~ea3o r~es. ) 

----------------.------) 
Application Uo. 

l~. c. B. Giles, tor Applicant. 

1'r •• 1. t. ~r1mm, tor Consumers. 

f2!Ili!Q!! 
C. S. Giles op«rAtes a public utility under the fictitious fi~ name of 

South Do.s Falos Viater Work3 in the W1incorporated town or South Dos Paloe :1h }~erced. 

Countr_ In the application it is alleged th.'lt the present rate. do not produce 

sufficient rev.enue to meet Operating expenses I that the systet.:1 is badly run down and 

in need ot extensive improVe:tHnts before a more dependable service Can be LNppl1ed." 

an4 tor this reason applicant desir6s an 1ne~.ase in rate8 in order to receive 8. 

t.;tr return upon his investment so that 'he can be in a position to raise funds tot' 

rehabilitation of the $YstelU~ 

The required notice of the .tiling ot this application. tor an. increase in 

rates was duly given the Ofnce or Price A=.:L"'l1stration" wh1eh .acknowleGlged receipt 

t.hereor~ 

A public hearing "'''as held in this ~:'''oeeediJlg at South Do" Palos 'before 

l!:xBminer Stava. 

At the hearing 7!r .. ~Ue" a~ked 'the Commission to a.uthorize'an amendmen' 

to h1s app11(:at1on to include 3. re<"!J.est for the establishment or !!leter rates and 

tire hydrant ratell. 

-1-



',~e wat~r ,~l?plY' for this ,~·stem .. 1s' p'\lI'chased: forom ·Th~;SI'...n"Joaquin Canal 

"Company a.t its Helm ·Canal and 15 transmitted.thz:ough~two r.liles 0'£ d1t.ch,to 'an, open 
\ .... ' , " • .1 

,~avel \£ilt,er, oed, ,and ,a.,eo:ver,ed. eoncrete.,mmp 'locate.d'at ,South ',Do.s . Falo::.. The 
•• I .', " I' ~ • 

water i,5 then.pwnpe.d ·into the distrioutic~.~ un~er 'Control, o'!.:a 'l2O<)...gallon 
.' , .' ,','" I • . 

p,r~ssure I tank. ,,'I'h.er, are S, 3~Oreet 0-£; iw.ns .in -the ~ystem,varying' from t l'to .4 
, ' ... ".. ~ 

.inches ,in . diameter a.."ld -62 con3WJler,." allser,v,ed ·at fiat .rates. 

. ',,'. •• • ',I "" ..' . 

. The ~xi,.sting s9he~e o.! ~a:t"s ·was u1;.abli~hed ·by ,the :Board. 'o'!"Supe'l"­

vi~~r" ,of l!er~ed. ~un~y:, .:pr~or .to :the .ena.ctment of -:the P\.1bl1e T1t'111t1es Act, and 

p,rovi~e,s for ya,r10u~ na.t .rat.e.char.ge.s .from. '~l,.SO to $3,100 per ·month.. 

Aee0-td1n.c: to .the ,te3.timon..v, Jt.r. r.Ues~crnli:l"ed 'thi'3 'Wl'tterworke in ~944 
" I" I 4· 

and since .that dAt~ha..' .replaced .a.pproxi..'TIa.t.e-ly '7?~ ,of th.e d,i,stributi01l sys't-em 'Wi'th 
I .". _I • .. '. • • 

new and 1a.;rger ~n3. He has 1nstaJ.l.e.d a pressur.etank which nowprcvides a 
• '.,1 ,)0 ". I ., • 

~ 'WOrking pr~s~e or 35 ]">01l.",;d3 at th.e ",ankhou3e~ although working pX'eS:5\U"es 

at the outzld.rt:s of ~h~ to'!m ~e still unsati~taetory durine. periods of peak deraand .. 
. I ~ •• 

Testimony pr.esen:ted oy th.c o ... ner of this 'Waterwork~ Md oy l~.D.I..Du.ncan" .'. ~ '." . 
one of the Commissionfs engineers, shows that as of Dececber 31, 1945" there was 

• ," '0' I .. 

invested in the ~stem $'7,010. Under the present rates the operation for the year 
• • ;. • •• ' . ' '0 • 

1945 r.esulted in a net operating revenue of ~215, However, appliention o! the 
I to )..... f '. 

~ates as, l?;r:oposed, ~~ a:pp~~,can.~ ~'4d result in a Xl,c,t return or 8.7'7% over and; aboVe 
, .' 

the ~e~~n&'b1e cost", of. operation, inc1ucl1ng depre¢iati~. It is elear that in. 
• .. ",I •• ". • • 

order to wur~ adequa"'e servie,e to IUs. consumers appllcent i.:J entitled to. 
o I .' • ~ • • .' • • .. . • • • 

~C~~,s~~ rev;e~~e~ o~er th~ yiel.d o!; the, ra1ies now :in, e!1ect... Howe\ler,. the' rate 

structure proposed does nO,t ecruitabl..v, spreadl the eh'arges- among the', eO~UIIlers in' 
, , .1 •. ) ....... I .. I I .'" • .. 

~c~oz:~c,e w~th the u,.se of: lm~r nor:. prov;ide . ~roP.er- charge3 tor' such aHD' f8~' 

:purpos~s .lI:s,1rr.igat,ion for. v:eget.a.ble. p;ardons", 11U't.ns.. and; shrubb,ery. Under the-. .. ' .. ~ .' 

circ'l.1JMtanc~s a new, schedule of, rat.e~, will be. d~3.1'g1lec1· and: a.uthori'Zed. 'Which. will 
.' .f,'.) j,'O ~ 

p,rov,td~ " nlOl;',e fairly. ~d! cOl:lplet.cly. fpr;, tho various· c111.8s&s oi" demanc1' now oceur~g,· 

on t~". ~tem. ~d, wi.n. &1150, pro~1J.ce a tail". and ;>%'Qper.·net return •. 

No objection was ,madoe by sn.y ,of.·th-e consumers to a. rea.~on&ble increase in 
~ " . . , . 

rates.: Ho~ve17J' the .test~~, gener~ was to th~ effect that the pre:sent\ quality" 
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0:(' ,the wAter W:1.l!! so bAd th.<Lt the r.ajority of th~ COn3l.U':lerr.; CAnnot u~e it for 
• " ...... '~ • • , ' ~ t \ I ' , I.. • , 

eooldng and drinking purposes, but are forced to obtnin water for dri~g and 
. " . .'" '. . . . .. ' . . ", . . ~ .' .. . '. 

cooking ,from. ,the Southern Pacific ',s water tank car 'Whi~h is maintained by the 
• ,.' • ; 'It' • I I ,.: j "";: .' • " ~ , : >. '.' t 

railroad company at Dos Palos for the U$e of its employees" Suitable well water 
•• •• , " .' .' • : I" j .1. " ,.. :. \ .' ~ I j • 

cannot be obtained in thi~ areA. The only Available source of potable water is 
· '..' , ' . . +' ., • ~'"... 

th~ agl"i,:ultural irx:'i~a~~on_~s~ec. ,of the Sar;-. :10~ Canal Com~_ A go<?dwat~r. 
• • • II,. , ' 9 .. ' • ~ • 

can be obta.1."led ,from. this company bt:.t first requires careful treatl:lent by f1ltra-
,- : . . t, I', I I .' •• j ".. 'II" I j •••• 

tion and chlorination before being safe and suitable for domestic consumption_ The 
• - ", . \ ..'. _~, "l. • • , '. .. j. I 

e~stine tre.\tm~t. methods of, the Sou"t;-~. Dos P~o~ ,l~a.t~r Works are wholly inadequate. 
~ . '" . . .; ; .. '. 

Howev.er" applicant proposes to install an improved and reliable :ril:tration and a 
• , '. I .' ,",' • !" ., ',' " •. , 

chlorina:t,ion plant" 'Which !lP. will be in. a better position to finance with assurance 
• _ • 6'. I -. 'II • I • • '.. ~ " .' I' ,.' " 

of, a fair and.adequat~ rat,e of .ret~ lmder.f:\. ne,w"schedule of, rates. 
· I .' '. ,.'," ..,. , . .., ... • • 1 ~ 

Testimony ot. certain or, th., consumers indicated that because of the 
• ~ ., • • ., ~"". '. ", '.. • •• f • • • 

small~sized mains there has never bep.n sutticient ~d at tices no water aV8ilable 
" • " • ., ,I ,~ • r ' . • . • . '.' r' ( • ~ 

. ' 
during the. 3Ul:I%l1er months in the outlying area.s of the town, 2!rs. Cecea.relli 
". I ' .....,.. • ....,'.. • " 't' t. 

t,estified that, she Wf:\.~ forced to do all or ,her clothes waMdnlt early 1ri"the morning 
, • I I ' I : ~ 4., ; "',' io.,', t . ' 

in or~er t~ obtain ~ffieient, water and that ~ecause of the h1gnly discolored water, 
• I' ~ I .' .' • .' '. ", I, '. ' . . 

, , .... . 
caused,.b1 ru~:t in t.h!3 pi~e~, c,loth~~ ha~f': been 3~r.~,ou:s17 ciama.'te<i by iron,'oxide 

I , ,'', ... , 

stClins. This condition will be remedied by the installation of large1'" mains to. 
•• \ ' I ' ". f.. ... I ".... 4", ~ • •••• 

x:epla7~ the rerua:1..nirlg, ~ll-sized. pipes, Md by. a progr~ of oont:hJ,,- nushine the .. . ...." .,'.,. 

ent1re distribution sy3tern, Which applicant will have to put into effect until the 
. '. ..' ~' ,'." . . 

water mains have been cleaned out. ,., . . I. 

I~ appears that 1n the past because this utility had no established rate 
~. I ,. I' " ' '.. ..... I • , .: " '" 

f.or the. irr1Ration or 'Vegetable gardens, ~a.wns and shrubbery 1 ext.l'ava~ant and 
, II ~ • ".,.~, "',: 1 •• ,~,::_'" ...... 

~~~etul use o~ water by certain.o~ the consume~s ha~ become a general practice, 
' , • ' .' I • ~., ,t .' " ' 

r,e,~ul.ting in con':inual :J~X:V±ce interruptions And complete failure of water SuPPly 
• .. • " • I, , • • I ~ ",,' " '. .' •• I 

in mBZ:lY sec:t1ons of the town. 'n1e installation of meters will materially assist 
• ...., .,'... • '. ."... I' - ,... • ~ ~ \ ". • 

in r,ec1:Uc~~, the, dellbe.rate ~cl ca::eless waste of water for garclen and. similar' uses 
• ,.. • . J ' • • " c· . ' '. ' 

~d, 1t is recommended that meters be inst&lled on the p:remises of all consumers 
• " ':'" I ~. • I 

usinp: ~e,eesMrY: ~d excessive ~un~s o~ water ~s well a~ the regular consumers 
~ • I . • I .' • • • • I I I, ; • • 
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who~~e ;oo'~ th~ 'th~ ~~~rage d~d. 'In 'this '\>ia"y 'tti"e 'u'3en of llll'g'e 'Cl,uant'iti~,or 
, ' 

'~ater ,.du 'pay' the~' rili pr;Porti~n 'o'f th'e' cost 'burQ'en 'a'n'c1'at' the· satte 'time'~ 
: •• " I' • I '.' " 

1n~e the other consumer:. a'supply ot'w8.ter''Wh"en lnost"crit:i:cally needed. 
" .' I .. ~ .. " :; ~ . ••..• ,,". II... ~ I' • 

In connection 'with the' request tor' e:.tabl:1:shment ot 'a. ra.t." for tire 
.; I' ~ • '. , • • " 'II ... .', • 

hydrants 1 the eVidence ~how:J' that there' 1!' at -present no ,low" tire 'department or 
I II ~ t· " . . I' ,,' .4. ". .; : ... ~... " "". I ,. • .' • Ii> , ' • 

tire di!trie.t in this' area. Howover, the' re:s:tdents ot' th1:r commUnity, and certain 
• ,', ","" .' j '... ,"'. ,".' , I •• '. I. • '. 

adjacent and ad.joilling' territOry are 'now' enaea'9'Or1ng' to-tom. a' fire 'd1.!tri'tt,v.ni:ch 
I • '. , .f ".', • ".. ... ,_., 

will provide a. means' tor obta.1n1ni; r'Cn~ tOr 'tire"'pro'teetion: purpo~:J. Preliminary 
" '.' ~" ........ t ~". I~ •• 0\ ..... ~I\'" I\. III •• ' .... " _ .. -:, ,. 

:Jteps have 4ll"ea.dy been taken in ne~tiat10na for the' :lolution ot 'this', problem. anQ 
• 11..,', .', , I', . ft. I' -

for this rea.:Jon a rate for fire hjl'ctrant -sern:cewill'be' e:it&bli-:fll~(f1n t'he.' i'olloq 
. ,. ' 
Order .. 

o 'R D O;:::R -.----
, I • ,"., • ,I.. •• , .. 

Application as above entitled llAVinp, 'been f11ed -With, the, 'lW,lroS.d 

· ~~Oion! ~ pUbli~' he';;in~ ha~FJ been lie~~' t~~:~1 ~hf!3nvf'nQ)1nn 2Urr aJillJ 
';" • J • 

subm.1'tted p a.nd 'the 'C~~s~on' no; be:s.n~ 'rul:J.Y Ad.vi.sed 1.n 'the 'p~l!Iee. 
", • .o, " "I ", ,. \. . I 

, , ,.. I' j ....... .. I • 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND' AS A FACT 'that "the rates -now' cha:r~ed 'by·C .. B.".G.:Ues .. 

"dOing business, a~ sO~h' Dos Pa.lo~ "iater \;,;,rks, ,'1or- '\'later 'supplied to "his eustomers 

"~ "th~ '~~'io~raied ~wn'ot South' Dos P~O:1:' 1'!erced' CountY'': are Unju,rt 'and 
• I, ' ~ ~. ., " • ' .. , , .. t, I. • 

wea'soM.ble 'ii\ sO 'rat" M' t.heY'di'!'for' fror: the' ro.te~ "her'eirl, ~t&bri:h.ed,.· and: ,:that 
~ . ~.:: ~. I" '. ' • ~ .. ~. • .' , .' I ~f' IJ ? 

the rates herein estab115hec1 are' ju5't . and "reasonabl:e rates to'q,t(, charged 'tor the 

'"., \ "" .' • I • If'" ~ ;- ., 

IT IS HER3BY' ORDERED' that' C: B~' 'GfJ:es~ doing'busi."iess ~'·South',Do~r Palos 

, 'Vat~r; ~Vo~k~, ' be '~~:i:' h~ i.~ 'hereby' ·~utborize(f and 'dii-e"cte<f to: -rUe' in qu.adr1.iplica.tej 
I A • ". • I , 

with thi:J' CcnD:tss!o~; 'within 'th£rty' (30) 'isAy~ 'from the" d&t~ Qf thi::a Order" the 
, • I ~. " • 

, tollowinp, sch~dUJ.e or'rat.es tci be' 'charg~d: 'tor all'\vatexo s'~rviee 'retlderedhis 
: ',.. ,k. 4 ,." .. , " ""'''' '" • '. .. •• 

customers on and after the ':f'ir~ day ot 2~" i946: 
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Schedu1~ No.1' 
~.~ 

Applicabili tir, ::. 

Applicable to serviee of water :tor busine.ss establisho.ents, ,gen~ral . 
residential 'use' and for irrigati'On -of la,vm:s .. :shrubi and RB.r.dens.' .. 

• . ...... 0'. 

T "1 i' , err :tory: .. 

In and in the'·v1einit:r,Qf.the .. tovmsit.~ of. South Dos.Palos, Uerced County. 
• \ , .- It .' • 

Rates~.) 

. , 

l~ ·For one dwelling, .hO".ls.e or, other .sin~e ;r.e.sidential uni:t. 
or 5 ~., or .:).e5s, .together with bathro¢l:l, .toilet.~ and 
necessary ctuantitiea ''01' water to' irri~te not over 1$00 ' . 
squ.:l.re'feet!o! lawns, ga-rciens, :5hrubbery.a.nd:trees •••• ~ ........ :::'-.25" 

2. ·For each ad.ditionll.l d~llin~ \mit, of ,,five rooms,. or less, 
togethtr 'With ',bathroom: and. .toilet, tllld.ng ,s~rvice throu~ 
S3.Cl.e connection •...•..•....... 1Io. _._ •••••• ", .•• '" , •• ., ....... ., ........ . . . ~ ." ~ " \ .,. 

3. For'each addit1or~ room over five in ~v-dWellinr unit •• ; •••• 

J.. For' irripat10n of lawns, . garaens-" ~r:ubbery and. trees .in 
excess, or the 1'500 square .f~et, incluaed in, the dwelling; 
rate,. p8..vable' six months of the year.,,. l~ay, to OC,tober, 
both inclusive, per 100 s<'nlare feet. , ....... , •.• : • , ..................... .. 

, 1(1 •• ••• • •• 

1.25, .. 
.10 

.. 06 

5 .. · Stores;. ~hops;. cafes? restaurants,. cocktail, bars, 
lunch rooms,' :tee' cream.· parlors" aec.ordine to usc 'of ~at~ ...... 1'2.25 t:o 

'J..OO 

6'. Auto courts,. service stations" store,s, h9tels> pacldng. 
shed-s,. and.. other uses not oth,erwise cl8.3:Sified; o~ , 
dif!,ic'Ul t to e~te the water us.e" to be C:h,~geq for 
service at meterrate&~ 

~chcdu1e ~10. 2 

Ap-01.ieabllHZ; 

... . 

Applieable 'to all domestic and ,commer,cial water ~ervi.ce at op;t.ion of 
eith~r the eustomer or 'the utility.. ' 

~ .Te1"'l"ltor;i: 

In ~.nd in the vicinity o-f the -,townsite or ,Sotrt.h ·Dos ,P,qJ~o~., !'~~ce~ Co'W'lty. 
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Schedule No • .2 - .r,ontin'Ued, 

rer,J.jet~r 
Per ')!onth 

, 
Fir"t 1,,000. cubic l'e.et or 'le:5s ~ ...... ~ •••.••••• ~ ~ •• ~ • ~ • 
NeXt 2,500 cubic, teet ~ ,per '100 lcubic ,feet·. 10 ... ~ • , •• " •• 

NeXt 6,500 ~Jbic teet 1 .per'lOO ~bic·!eet.~ ••• ~:!~., 
Ove~ 10, 000 cubic' teet',. per' 100' C\:.bic feet:.., ••• ~ :." • , 

Yin'irnum."Charge: 

For I 5/S x' 3/4 inch meter·.· ••••• "'0" _ ........ "f" ............. :; ••.• ,_ ". 
For 3/4 inch meter ~ .................... '. " ........ ,"." '/' • '. . \ . 
For . ,1 inch neter· •.•• " .' •• '_ .............. ~ .......... ,;., ••••••• 
Fox:-, 1i inch meter· .. ,.j ............ ' ...... '_ •••••••• "' ••••• , •• , •••• 

For 2' inch met:~%'~ .' .... i .. ........ M;.* • • rJ • •• _._ •• ....... . , . ... .. 

, • 'I 

AEPl i'eAbn1ty~ 

The 1~i.nir.I~ Charge will ~ntitle the CottSU%Iler. 
to the ~tity ~~.water Which the. monthlY 
minimum. charge will purcha:.e At the C!t;antity 
ra.tes~ 

. ~. 
§.eh coole !~o. 3 I" " 

.., ..... ,,~. 

C2.25 
'.20 ' 
.18, 
.is, 

t2.25 
'-.7.5 
3.25' 
4~'50' 
6.'00, 

Applicable 'to all water servi~e rendered for tire hydrant ~e. 
• ~ 10 

. " 

:In and tin the vi-cini ty' 01' the town 01" South, Dos P,~~:s, l;.er.ce,d County. 
, .. 

Fer l'l'onth 

Fire Hyd.xil.nts on~main" ,4, inches 'or mOr~ in. di&t:1;.ter, •••• ~.50 

. Fire: Hydrants:on mains le~s' than, 4 incbe~:in diame;ter" •• ,1.25 
, , .. 

, HydrMtS'will be installed Mci'rudntainect by 
the' owners' of 'the 'Water syst~. 

, '. , 

, IT IS H~,:;sy FtJR'J."H1<:R.' O"U)F.:RBl:> :thA.t' r.. :8. r::ll.e,~, .d.o~, ~u~in~e~ ,a.~ ~uth 

:k,s 'Palo:s', Water Works ~ be· and he' is hereb;'"' direc;:'ed ,as, follows: 

"l~'\ Withirith1i-ty '(30) 'days ·from the::date of this. ,Order :t»:f.ile with 
, '):ohis :Conmliss1on tor it" al'P:OQval, four. sets o~, x:-ules ~.and.. r,e~atio.n., 
( p,ove~g~ r~l~t'io'rUI 'With ;hi~ con3Ul:le;r", ,each·',set 01' ~c:h '8hlU.l ' 

, contain a,'sul:table r.lap"or·'sketch, drawn .to a,n. .. .1ncU.cated..:!IeaJ..e,upon 
, a s~eet:'8, x 11 inches'in size," delineat1n~ ,thereupon, in ~stinc­
"tive markings' the boundaries"o.f' the· -pr.e"ent "ervicc. aJ:'oa; ~dthe 
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location thereof with reforence to the immediate surrounding 
territory; provided, however, that such map or sketch shall 
not th~reby be considered by this Co~"s1on or ~v other 
public boay as a final or conclusive determination or estab­
lishment of the dedicated area of service or any portion 
thereof. 

2. Within sixty (60) da.vs from. the date of this Order, to file 
with this Commission four copies of a comprehensive ~P, 
drawn to an indicated :scale or not less than 600 foet to the 
inch 1 upon which shall be delineAted 'by appropriate max-kinRs 
the territory pres\.,ntl..v serv"d. This J'lAl" shall be r~.q,sonably 
accura.te, show the sourC!,} and dp.te th~reof., a.."ld inclUde 
sufficient data to det~r.min~ clearly and def.initely the 
location of the property com.pri~P.'. the utility Rre& of ~ervice; 
provided, howev~r, that such ~~p shall not thereby be considered 
by this Commission or any other public bod,.v as a f1nal or 
conclusive dete~ation or establiShment of the dedicated area 
o! ~ervice, or any portion thereof. 

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order shall be twenty 

( 20) days from and a 

California, this -"_~ ___ _ 
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