Decision Ne. 388'21

BEFORE THT RAILROAD COMISSICN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of Application of
C. B. GILES, operating as the
SOUTH DOS PALOS WAI™R YOR¥S, for
authority to increase rates.

Application No. 26699. Ui@/ﬁ% i

N s Yt B WSS

. €. B. Giles, for Applicant.

Yr. J. L. Grimm, for fonsumers.

BY TH% COMMISSION:
orIrzION

C. B. Giles operates a publi¢ utility under the fictitious firm name of
South Dos Falos Vater Works in the unincorperated town of South Dos Palo; in Yerced
County., In the application it is alleged that the present ratea. do not produce
sufficient revenue to meet crperating‘ expenses, that the system is badly run down and
in need of extensive improvenents beforé a more dependable service ¢an be supplied,
and for this reason applicant de‘s:Lres an increase in retes in order to receive a
falr retuz?n upon his investment so thai he can b'e in a position to rﬁae funds for
renabilitation of the system. |

The required notice of the filing of this application for an increase in
rates was duly given the O0ffice of Price Admind stration, which .a.cknowlq;dged receipt
. thereof.

A public hearing was held in this proceeding at South Dos Palos before
™aminer Stava.

At the hearing 7¥r.‘ files adked the Commission to authorize an amendment

to his application to include a request for the establishment of meter rates and

fire hydrant rateas.
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..'.t,'ne water ,m‘xpply fo‘r this system is purchased:from The:San ‘Joaquin Canal
..Qoml].:\_g.nyla.‘t'its Helm -Canal and is transmitted.throughstwo riles of d.i.ﬂch, to an open
,.5’.'85‘,’?1 ‘ztiJl.per, bec}, .and a, covered concrete.mump located-at.South Dos.Falos, The
water is then pumped into the distribution mains under control. of.a -L200-galion
Pressure tank. -There are 8,370 feet of mains in'the system, varying from'l 'to.
dnches in diameter and 62 consumers, all serwved.at flat .rates. L

The existing s;hed@.e,o,f rates was established by the Board of "Super-
visors of Merced C‘o.unf:y‘, prior £o :the enactment of the Public Utilitdes Act, and
provides for various flat rate charges from £1.50 to $3.00 per month.

According to the testimony, !r. Giles acauired this waterworis in 1944
and since that date has replaced approximately 75% of the ddstribution system with
new a,.r_xd .'_Llarger m»;.in)s\. He has installed a pressure tank which now provides a
minimm working pressure of 35 pounds at the tankhouse, although working pressures
at the 91;t§ld.r.ts of the town are still unsatisféctory during periods of peak demand.

Teqtim_orw presented by the owner of this waterworks and by 1::;.D.L.'Dun¢an,

one of the Conmi ssion’s engineers, shows that as of December 31, 1945, there was

;qv_es@ed. in the system $7,010, Under the present rates the operation for the year
1945 r.esgltcd in a net operating revenue of $215, However, application or. the
rates as proposed by applicant would result in a net return of 8.77% over and above
the reascnable costs, of operation, including depreciation. It is clear that in
order to @r‘murg_ adeq}.us;,te service to his cpnsi;me:rs applicant is entftled to
ig,q:egsgq if_exgenges over the. yleld oZ the, rates now in effect. H’owet#er sy the rate
structure proposed doey not eauitably spread: the charges among the. consumers in
%;,cox:d.gnq_c with the use of water nor. provide proper- charges for such auxiliary-
purposes as, irrigation for, vegetable, Rardens, lawns. and; shrubbery. Under the
cizjgimxa_g‘;.gx}gq;; a new, schedule of rates will be.desizned and authorized.which» will
' provide more fairly, and,completely. for.the various.classes of” demand now. oceurring’
on this system and will: also. pr;:_duce a fair.and proper-net return..
No objection was made by any of the consumers to a reasonable increase in
rqte_s._" Howaver, the testimony. generally was to the effect that the present: quality |
-,
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of the water was ;-;o bad that the na.jority of‘ t‘ie consumer' canr;ot use it for
coo}d.ng and dr:.nking purpose., ; but are “orccd to o‘otnin water i'or dr::.nking and
cooking from the Southern Pacific's water tank car wh:i.ch is maintained bv the
railroad company at Dos Palos for the use of its emplovees‘ Su:.table well vatcr
cannot be obta;ned in this area. The only available sourco of potable water 5.3

the agricultural irrigation systen of the San Joa.quin Cana... Compa.ny A good wa‘ter
can be obtained Lrom this company but f:.rst requires ca.reful treatment by filtra~
tion and _ch;orinapion ‘boi‘oro being safe and* suita.bg.e for domestic consun?ptior‘z. The
existing treatment, methods of the South Dos Palos later Vorks are wholly ina.clequa.te..(
However,.appligaz}t} Proposes to install an improyed and relisble 'fti_.l_t;-a't_:ion de a |
chlorination plant,_wigioh he will be in a better p'ogi‘tgion! to fingnco with assurance
of a fai;-, a:‘xc‘i,adoquate‘ rate of .retp.n_m mder_a noW,,schcdule of, rates.

Te.,timony of certain of.the consumers indicated that because of the
small—sized mains there has never ,been suftlcxent and at times no wa.ter ava.ilable
during the Surmer montha in the out.lvinp areas of the town, Hrs. Cecca.rclli
testified that she was forced to do all of her clothes V;ashing ea.rlv :Ln the moming
in order to obtain suf fxcient we.'cer and tha.t because of the h:.ghlv discolored water |
caused by rust in the Pipes, clothea have been aeriously dama;zed by iron oxide
stains. This condition will be remedied by the iq;@auatiop of la;gngmgios to-
::eplaoo the_remaé.nipg‘ s;nal;-sized. Pipes and by a progran of nonf.'hl.y ﬂ.ushigg the
entire distribution system, which applicant W:I.ll have to put :.i.x}to ) effect. until the
water mains have been cleaned out. o

It appears that in t.hg past be_ca}:so this -utilit..'y %.xa'd no establi;t;od :Ta't:e
for the izjr;gatior} of vegetable gardens, J,awpq afxd st;rz.}lob_ery{ ex't.rgvatgant and |
wasteful use of water by ce;-taiz},‘o:, the consumers has become a general practice,
Teswlting in conti:nual service intoxj;-uppioqs and coqplete feilure of water Suivply
:i:n many sections of the town. 'me insf;a.llation of meters w:L'Ll matefial)y aasist
in reducing the deliberate and caroless wa.sto of water for garden and similar uses
and it is recormended tha.t meters be installed on the premises of all consumers

using winecessary and excessive amounts of water as well as the regular consumers

e
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.who"ue‘se more than the i;}érage demand. In this Vay tHe users of large quantitide.of
"ﬁaﬁér wiI.T. vp'ay‘t'héi‘r'f'aiilr f:rgport.,iéh of the’ cost burden ‘and ‘at’'the. sare-time -will
:ir{aiz:zre the other consumers a’ supply of water when most critically needed.

'in cofinection with the requést for’establistment of ‘a rate fér fire
hydremts , the evidence shows that there is at nresent no local fire ‘department or
i‘ire district ‘{n this area. HoweVer, the resfdents of this comminity and certain
ad,j#}:ént and adjoliing’ t’e"n'-uéri'-y‘ are ‘now ‘enidéavoring to form a’fire 'distrivt which
will provide 2 means’ for obtaininr fwds for fire ‘protection purposes. Preliminary
steps have a.lreacly been taken in nepotiations or the' solution of this problem and
i'or this rcason a. rate :‘or fire hydrant ‘service will be' éstablished in the’ follormg
'O;d;r.

DR

Application as above entitled having ‘been filed with the Railroad

l

Commission, a public hearirxfx havinr been held thereon ‘the” {:}gt&gf m\’mg 4471 quy

(R N T aen

aubmitted and thg Comm:!.ua:ion now be.’mr ‘fully advised in the- ‘premises,

IT IS HERE’BY FOUND AS A FACT "that ‘the rates riow: charped -by-C." B.,Ciles,
doing business as Sout.h Dos Palos Vater Works, for water ‘supplied to his customers

in the unincorporated town of South’ Dos Patos, Mercéd County,” are unjust and

ot 0

unre&sonable in %0 m- a.s they di.i‘fer trom the rate3 hereir establi:hnd and that

the rates haereiri eszablished are just’and"réasonable rates to''be charged for the

serv:i.ce rmdered and b&sing 1t3 Order upon the’ foregoing findings of fact and upen

o

the atatemems of fact conta.med i the 'Opinion- which' pre€edes this: Order,

-

1T IS H‘IHEBY ORDERED that’ C. B. Gfles) ' doing business as-Soutk .Dos' Palos
Water Wor}ca, be and he is herebv authorized and ‘directed to file in quadruplica.te 3
’ with this Comission within thirty (30\ days from the date of this Order, the
follow:i.nﬁ' schedule of rates td be charged for all watér service rendered his

customera on ‘and after "thé first day of Iay, 1946:
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Schedule No. 1 -

.

GENERAL YONTHDY: FLAT RATR-STRVICE

Applicabilityr.’

Applicable to service of water. for business establishments, gencral
residential use and for irrigation of lams, shrubs and ga.rdens. |

Territorys:.’
Iz and in the vicinity of the townsite of South Dos.Pales, Merced County.

.

; For one dwelling, house or, other single: residential unit
of 5 rooms, or.less, together with bathroom, toilet and
necessary quantities -of water to irrigate not over J.SOO
square: feet'of lawns, gardens, shrubbery and treos............
AR
For each additional dwelling unit of -five rooms, or less,
together with :bathroom and toilet, taking .service through
. sane connection.............................................\...

N

For' each additional room over five in a.ny,dwelling un:.t..‘..._..

For' irripation of lawns, gardens,, shrubbery' and.trees in
excess.of the 1500 square feet, included in. the dwe]linp
rate,. payable six months of t‘ze Year, Xay.to Qctober, -
both inclusive, per 100 sauare feet...............’.....'........... .06
. Stores,. shops,, cafes,, restaurants cocktail bars,
lunch rooms, fce' eream: parlors,, accord.’mg to use of water..... '2.25 to
) L OO

Auto courts, service stations, stores, hotels, packing
sheds, and other uses not otherwise classified or
diflicult to estimate the water use, to be charged for
service at meter rates,,

Schedule Yo, 2

GRTERAL JONTHLY METVRED SFRVICT

Applicabilitys

Applicable to all demestic and commerclal water service at optn.on of
either the customer or the utility.

’ .Tér-.ritorg:

In and in the vicinity of the .townsite of South.Dos Faloes, lVerced County.




Schedule No. 2 ~ Continued_.»

) GINTRAL, MONTHLY YTTRED STRYICE |

Rates: i,
L - Per lieter
Cuantity Charge:. Per ‘Yonth

C e s -

First 1,000 cubic feet or 'less;.........’.....,,..‘..,. Sg.?S :
Next 2,500 cubic feet,.per 100 ‘cubic feeteriirayeyn. .20
Next 6,500 cubic feet, per 100 cublc feeto,onnrnnsn 18
Over 10,000 cubic feet,-per: 100 cubic feetue,unnns,e .15.

Yinimum-Charge:

For 5/8 x'3/L inch meterveesecenuennononpses coeppesse,  $2.25
For 3/4 Anch mEteri.cuuss ivimn s e g nemarne, 2075
FOI‘ . 1 inch neﬁer’--. R L L R ) AR ERT R 3925.
For 12 INCh Meberiuee.ues cemne cnme e sopon osome L.50

' FOI‘ 2l inCh met‘er‘- s es s e snate AR A AL S AL 6-.001

The Yinimum Charge will entitle the consumer
to the aiantity of' water which the monthly
minimum charge will purchase at the quantity
rates.

Schedule Yo, 3

Cane FIRT PROTICTION SERVICE

kpplicabi¥ityt - ,
Applicable to all water service rendered for fire hydrant use.

Territorys

'

In and 'in the vicinity of the town of-South Dos Pelos, Merced County.

Fire Hydrants on ‘mains 4 inches.or more in. dlaneter,.... $1.50 -
'Fire Hydrants:on mains less than. L inches:in dismeter,.. .1.25
 Bydrants will be installed and maintained by
the ‘owners of ‘the water systenm.
| IT IS HYRERY FURTHTR ‘ORDRRED that . B. files, doing business as South
Dos Palos Water Vorks, be-and he is hereby directed as follows:
. Within thirty (30) days:from the date of this -Order,.to;:file with
. this Commission for its approval, four sets of. xfules.and__r\qg!.z‘latio,ns
poverning relaticns with his consumers, .each .set of which shall -
. Contain a-suitable map or-sketeh, drawn to an .indicated .scale upon

. & sheet'8% x 11 inches in size . delinecating .thereupon, in distinc~
"tive markirgs the boundaries’of the present .servico. areca; and the

© =
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location thereof with reference to the immediate surrounding
territory; provided, however, that such map or sketch shall
not thereby be considered by this fommission or any other
public body as a final or conclusive determination or estab-
lishment of the dedicated area of service or any portion
thereof.

Within sixty (60) days from the date of this Order, to file
with this Commission four copies of a comprehensive nap,
drawn to an indicated scale or not less than 600 feoet to the
inch, upen which shall be delineated by appropriate markings
the territory presently served. This map shall be reasonsbly
accurate, show the source and date thereof, and include
sufficient data to determine clearly and definitelv the
location of the preperty comprising the utility ares of service:
provided, however, that such map shall not thereby be considered
by this Commission or any other public body as a finsl or
conclusive determination or establishment of the dedicated area
of service, or any portion thereof.

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order shall be twenty
(20) days from and after the date hereof.

Dated at California, this

1946.

4

COMTSSIONTRS.




