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Deei3ion No __ 3_9_0_05' 

B'CYOR? TH:B RAILROAD COMHISSIo~r OF tHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
In the lfatter of the Application of ) 
Orville S.; Clark and Agnes Clark, ) 
his wife, operating \Ulder the name of ) 
Occidental. Water Work5 for Order ) 
authorizing an increase of water rates ) 

--~--~--~---------------) 
Libby and Finn, by Frank 11. Finn, 

For Occidental rrater WOrk5. 

BY THE COMmSSION: 

a P I ~r ION --------
Orville S. Clark and Agnes Clark, hi:s wife, own and operate under the 

tictitiou3 fi:'ll1 name and 8tyle 01' Occid.ental Water- Works, a publlc ut1l1ty supplying 

water to cU3tomers in the unincorporated town of OCCidental, Sonoma. County. In this 

application the owners allege that they have spent a considerable :Nm of money in 

acquiring additional water supplies and installing new mains and storage tanks and 

can no longer afford to operate on the present rate of $1.00 per month. !he 

Commission, therefore, is asked for authority to inerease the pre~ent schedule of 

rates .. 

Publie hearing in this matter was held before Examiner M. R. YacKall in 

Occidentai. 

The Occidental Water Works wns acquired by the present owners through 

pureha3e from the estAte ot Ettie 1'.. Meeker, authorized by this Comm1"sion in 

Deei"ion No. 37647, dated January 1, 1945. At the time of purchase the princ1pai 

water supply or the utility was obtained froQ several springs on the original Meeker 

Ranch properties. An awc:Uiaiy spring, equipped with a pump aM pressure system. 

wao also used a.s a standby water supply. It Was located. on a ptl.X'cel of land owned. 

by Mr. John Connella. who had operated the .system for a number of years on 8. lease­

hold interest» tor 'Nhieh he paid a monthly rental of $15, and later $10, mainly for 
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use of the ~r1ngs. ~ese 50urces of 5Upply being l'flolly 1nael~quate, the new 
• .: ~ ~ "".. t r 

owners developed three additional springs which yieldeel a greatly increased volume 
• .' - ; I ' } • .' • , • .' • I " .. ~ • ~ I. 

of water and' purcha3ed for $269 a p:u-cel or land of four or .f1 ve acres upon which 
0' ,",t . - . .' . . . , 

a ~ spring is located. Certain of these Spring.5 will provide ample gravity 
. ' t· 

water to m~~t '~5tem demand:s elurin'g' the winter anel early spring'~n~h5.: However, . , . . . . . . 
because or the location of the :springs it is neces~~ to pump water over a ridge 

I " j' • 4 . • '. • • • '.' ~ • • I.... \ ~. ~ '~ • 

to supply the ~er anel fall elemand. The present water :supplies together lrlth the .. ' 
t,' " , . •. I· I 

new storage 1'~cilities recent~y inata1~ed should eliminate the water shortage 
" . .' problem. 

}~. Clark ha:s installed ;,400 feet of new pipeline:s replacing inadequate 
. ,'" . .', ' ,. .. .. 

and. 'WOrnout mains. 'Ihe total co:st or this new con:itruction ha:s amounted to t4,OOO. 
• • I I 

~ere still r~s, however, ~h~! urgent necessity of 'in:rt.-alling ~ consi'derable 

amount of 1~g~;p1pe .~. ;e~iac~ the' present ;i4':'1nch lines ~ch n~w; ~~rve a 
. I,. . .:. 

, ,I ..•. ' ., , 

section of the easterly portion of Occielental. This small diameter pipe makes it 
" I"' .j . j' .. 

impossiblo to deliver any water at ail to se~eral '~onsumers in the' ~t~e periods 
" : , ' 

" . 
, •• I I 'I' , I ' 

of peak demand during the summer Md tall months. Mr. Clark has agreed to replaee 
,,' '. • '. I 

'.. • • • I ; ' .. 

this ~ipe before the heavy summer load again prevents proper water service to these . . . , ~ ... 
','\,1 

people:-

J.A'.r .. C. F. NOrris, one of the Comm1ss~on':s engineers, submitted a report 
" II" 

cover~g an investigation of the oper~tions of the ~stem in ~ch the original 
• \ • • , I 

cost of the property W&5 estimated to be ·~,J...5l 8.S of FebruarY 15, 1946~" ~th a 
• I , •• 

, • ~ , ", • :' i. 

corresponding depreciation annuit1 of $87 comput~d by the 5 per cent ~1nld.ng !'und 
,. \ 

t • " • . 
, :. )0 \'.' I j '. • ,. • , 

methOd. The oper~ting expenses ro~ tho :i..nc.ecliate ~ture :were e~imated to be ~08' 
'. " ,,', . ; . ' ,'", ,.' 'i', •• :. ~ ',. _, . I.. Ii, • 

per Mn1Jm, in,eluding deprecia.tion. AnnUAl. revenue tor the year 1946 was estimated 
• I. • "J- I. • .. I I, • I, i" • :'" • I • 

to to~ $;86 at the present rates in erf~et, and $1,232 for the ~ame period at the 
• • • , j' • • 

rates proposed. It is apparent that applicant is entitled to an increase in rates 

and to ~~ the consume;~ a~eed and 'ali were' wi)) j ~g' to pay 'the Charg~~' pi:-oposed. 
, , 

However, in the case of those consum~rs res1c11n~ in the easterly porti~ or 

Occidentalrefcrred to abovo, th~ agreement was condit1ohal upOn the imProvement 
, , . 

of water .service in thi:s area. 
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According to the "t-estioony a -con.!ic:lerabl~ .amount -of con!'us1on.and. mi'Zl­

uncleMtanding .arose at th~ time 1(r. and !!r~ Clark acQUired thi's 'Wat~ system. 'J!h.e 

title to the lands upon which most ot the springs and. ~ were located and all 

or the distribution syst~.m. l'fI.'! in the :c.:state or Erfie K. l!eeker. '!be Clarks took 

posees~on of and operated the properti~ about August 7., 1943.. Final. a.~proval of 

• thi" transfer, however, was not obtained rrol'!l the 'RaiJ.road CoDmi.'S8ion until 

• JlIJ1U4ry 1, 1945. lhe d.eed from the "Estat,e or Erfie M. Meeker to the Clulas 

specifically traneterred to these purc:hMers 'Certain 1.:md.3 containing several 

~rings supplying the town, the springs located on these lan~., and all of the 

pipes and other water distributing facilities in Occidental including the section 

thereof rormerly C8l.led Howard3. 

Under deed dated November 15, 1944, Exhibit No.2, certain lands on which 

the :u,catelli Spring is situated were 801<1 bT Paul R. EclwnrC13, .acting guardian of 

the person and. Estate of Julia. A. Meeker (an incompetent per,on) to Carlo and. 

Uary E .. Panizzera, husband. and. w1!e.. A.ccording to the testimony presented. in this 

proceeding a portion of the Occid.ental Waterworks d18tr1bution 3yst~ ~ discon-

nected by unauthorized persons and without the knowledge or consent or the Clar~. 

'lherea1'ter water i"rom the Ioeatelli Spring has been conveyed by Carlo and Mary E. 

Panizzera through said pipes diScoMected from the Occid.ental sy$tem, to supply 

, nine 'Water users, including the Sonoma County Garage.. No certificate or public 

. convenience and necessity for the we and. distribution ot water for compena&tion 

in this territory hAs eVer been issued by the Railroad Ccmmission to the 

Pan1zzeras~ 

'lheE'le is neither room nor jU3t:triable neces:nty for the operation of two 

utU1ty W&ter sy5t~ in a cOl2II1un1tyas ::nall And 1~lated a~ Occidental. IDegal 

competition in this in~ce already has ll.mited and red.ueed to 38 the active 

customers of the lawful operatorl5.. The territory invaded unfortunately is the 

only section of the community where expansion and new development must logically 

take place.. It follows naturally thdrofore thD.t this inter.ferenee with the natural. 

increase in applicants new COMUmers presents a serious deterrent to their 
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expenditure of additional money for the l'resent .and necessary improvements" and for 

future development. 

ApplicJJJlts are to a considerable extent rezponsible for passively subnJ.t-

tin~ to dispo~~es~ion of a portion of the water ma.in~ ac~ed by ther.1 throUSh deed 

of pureha~e and the conse~ucnt loss of revenues from several old and permanent 

con.sumers. mediate steps should be taken by the Clarks to regain possession of 

the water distribution mains ltithin that section of th"!ir service area known as 

Howards, and resume service therein. ~~eh as the water service now being 

rendered by the Panizzeras to nine consumers 1."l. that :lrf!a was not Rllthorized by the 

Commission" .it is an illeg~ operation ~"l.d mustOe ordered discontinued if not 

voluntarily released to the Clarks. '!hey should also endeavor to acquire the 

Locatelli Sj:.;.rinC and transmission li."l.es which were fomerly a part of the dedicated 

water system serving Occidental and Howards for many years last palS't. A;Jparently 

at the time possession thereof was taken by ~~e Prinizzeras, ~t was operative 

public utility property and no authority for its transfer has ever been granted 

by the Railroad Cocmission. 

Application as entitled above having been filed with the Railroad 

COmmission" ~ public hearing having been held thereon" the matter having been duly 

submitted" 'and. the Comission nOVl being fully advised in the premises" 

IT IS ~~y FOUND AS A FACT that the rates now charged by Orville ~. 

Clark a.."d t.mC3 Clark, his 'wif~" operatil''lg under the fictitious firm name and style 

of Occidentnl Water Works, for wa.t~r delivered to their consumers in and in the 
. . 

vicinity of the unincorpora.ted town or Occidental, in the County of Sonoma, are 
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~~~ ~d. \mr~s'oM.bie :in so far as th'cy d1t:rer trom the xat.e:s herein e~te:bli:shed., 
."'- .. 1', '." '. . 

and. that tbe r'ates herein eS-tabli:,hed 'are just and rea~onable rates to be charged 

r;r the ser-A.ce ~endered'; 'and bamg it:s order '1:pon 'the toregoj.ng :f'1nd:1:ng {)t fact, 
. 'I .. '. • 
ana. upon the further statements 'of tact contained :1:n·the:Op'in±on ,"t\hich ,precedes 

\," "', • I 

this Order', 

I'T . IS Hmti.:BY ORDERED that OrVille S. Clark and 'Al!]les Clark, hi'S .wif~, 
I' ,-., " \ flo " •••• ... ' 

oporating under the ficti t10us tirm naJ':le' and "~ty1e ot the .Occidental ,Water' Works" 

be ~d 'they' ue' her·eby·'authonz'ed. ':an'd . dir'eeted. 'to ~11le with·the '"Ra11road Conmi:s~ioI;l, 

'w:it~ thirty' <30 )da.Ys 'from 'the' dil.te 'or' thi:s' Orcler:, the ~:rollow:tng schedu1~ of 
~ .. ,. ,.. 

rates to'becdine 'effective on 'and arter'the fir·~'da'y-01'.'JunQ, :1946: 

SChedUxeNo .:' 1 
. " 

FllT]U!~ 
. '. ~ ... , 

. "App~'1.C'a.'b:1.l.:1.'ty~ 

.. , ',,' . 
Applicablo tor &J.l' wat'er ::u;l-viec' rendered' on a :nat. rate ba'3is. 

~ ", .. I ." 

, -TerritOry: 

,"In and"iIi 'the" vicihity ot the town o! Occidental.,~Sonoma Co~ty. 

,"' I • 

For aJ.l- ·uses •. * •• t ••••••• e'.· ••• ' •• · ........... ' ........... ~ ..•.•• " ...... "' •• -""!If_ •• ~ ........ . 

. For, gardenj.rr1gation;' to be 'charged only tor month:! 
ch#'1ng"'Which eonsumer !n-ngat"es;' per lOO'square 
fe'ct.".:: .<1: ••• :::. ~~: ••• ':: .-: .t •• ,.'.,.' .... ' • • -.'tI •• If. e' .' .. '.,.' •• ~~" ............ . 

, ~ 'App:t1:eaMlftY: 

, ~ Seh~dule No ~~ :2 '.,1' 

I' :}tmR :P..ATES 

, ,Per, Month 

. t.2.00 

•• 06 

':;Appli~ble 'tor ~~: .. q:tef semce'rendered.t:on &' metered.baLds • 
• ,. ,t' r 

, Territory, 

In and'ill the' Vicinity' of the town o'!'Occid'ental; Sonoma 'Coonty. 
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.. 

Schedule,No.2,(Cont'd) 

METER RAr:-..s 

R.'lte~: ' . 

, . 

:~' !ronthl:v O,uantity Charges: 

o to 1;000 cubic feet;. 'Per 100 cubic feet •••• " ........... ;: •••• ,. 
Next 1,000 cubic teet, ~r 100 cubic i"eet., ., •• , •••••••••••• ",".". 
trext 3:,000 cubic teet, :oer 100 cubic feet. __ . __ .•••• _. _ •..••• 
Over' 5 .. 000:,cubic feet, ,per 100 cubic feet •••••••••••••••••••• 
I' "'\ .' 

Hon.thl:v Uin:i:nrum Ch;l.rge~: 

. . . .. . . . . .' 
5/8-lnCh meter ••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••••••••••••• ~.~ ••••••• : 
~/' . ch t ' .. , ,;; ".-J.n me cr ......................... ' ....••••••.••••• ,. .••.•. 
l~ineh meter •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•• . 

. ...... .. 

A minimum Charge will entitle tho' consumer to 'the 
quantity of water wnich tha.t monthly minimum chArge 
will, purcha.se a.t the ~~nthlY' Quantity Charge. 

§pec"1a.l--:CQndi tion~: 
... 

Per ~!eter 
Per Honth 

$0.40 
·30 
.20 
.10 

$2.00 
5.00 
7.00 

\ 

'1/-' A 'meter ~ be 1n:ltalled.· on' a:n.y service a.t the option of either 
,the utility or the consumer. 

., 
, . 

For all other purposes the etfective date of this Order shall be 

thirty ()O)"claY'~ from and arter, the date hereof. 

Dated a~~) California .. thi~ ____ '"""':..-...~ ..... 

COW~SSIONERS. 
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