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3~~032 Decision No ... _.....;;;..,;;.-..;....,;;;....;... ~ 

EEFORE T:HE RAILRO.c~D COMMISSIOI; OF THE S'!ATE, OF: ChLTfORRI:J. 

In th~ Matter' of the Application of ), 
SKINNER SCENIC' SERVICE, for s, e-ert1f:1:-1 
cate of public conv~n1ence' and ne_ X 
cesstty to operate a passenger sight- } 
s'eei:ng S'erv:1:C& from San· Jose to points} 
of interest' 1nana around Santa, Clara ), 
County and return to San Jose~ ) 

ROY E. SKINNER" JR.~ in propria persona., 
JOHN F. EJJ:J.AM, for Peerless Stages" interested party., 
c. C. COTTRELL, for Mt. Hamilton Stage Line, 

protest~nt. ,', 
A .. R. TH01~SON, for San Jose City 'Lines" protestant. 

Q:flN1Q! 

Roy E. Skinner, Jr., by the reove entitled application 

seeks a certificate of public conven1e~ee and necessity author1~ing 

himfto operate four sightseeing tours commencing snd term~nat~ng ~t 

San Jose. \ He proposes to operate in the name of Ski,nner Scenic 

Service if the certificate is grented. 

A ,public hearing was held. at ,San Jose May 15" 1946, be:ror~ 

Examiner Howard at which tioe ev1-de,nce was recetv,ed and .the matte! 

:submrttea~ 

}dr,. 'Skinner I,proposes "to o:pera:te four 'round-t,r1ps1g~t,~ 

''Se.cing ''tours.. Tour No,. ,1, as ~pI"Oposed, \IIill,be ,trom .Sen Jose to 

points of interest in ·thewestern'Santa,Cl~ra ,Valley ,<:nd r~tur.n. . . .' ... , 
The tr:1p 'w:fIl 'in.c1ude such s:1ghts ~s 't~e .Mun1c1'pa~ '.Ro~e 'G~~de~, 

Un1ver'"s~1ty of ',Sant'a ,'CJ:3~a, W1nchesterMystery ,House, StevensCre~k 

:Dam, ·the :Permanente' c.ement ·P,lant., -Senat.or IPhel.arr';,s, ;,estate., 'Gua!laJupe 

'-QUicksilver'Mines., Guadalupe :Dam, and :Almaden Dam.. This ,tour ·1s 

'71 miles in ~length ,and will take a~proximatel.y three houJ::.s ~t:~~. 

:It "Will start 'at: 1:15 'p. .. m. 'and end ~at 4.:15 :p,.-m. 'The ,proposed :f~re 

",··l-
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per passenger will be $2.75. It will be operated Sundays, 

Wednesdays and F~idays only. 

Tour' No.2, as planned, will be from San Jo·se to Stanford 

University and return. This trip will pass the South E~y' Yacht Club 

at Alviso and the United S·tates Neval ·A1r Station at Morrett Field, 

proceed through Palo }~to and then circle through the Stanford 

University grounds~ Th15 trip covers approximately 50 miles and will 

be completed in about three hours. It will l.e~ve San Jose at 1.:1,' 

p~.m.. and .will return thereto at 4:15 p ... mpT'his tour will be operated 

on Tuesd81~ only. The proposed tare Will be $2 per passenger~ 

Tour No, 3, as ~epresented, ~ill be from San Jose to Big 

~s1n St.ate Park and return.. The primary purpose of this trip is to 

afford. passengers a view of the large Redwood trees· in the Park. A 

distance of some 76 miles will be tr~versed and the elapsed time 

will be about three hours 'end forty-f1ve minutes. The excurs10~ 

\'1·111 bog in at 1-115' p "m. and .end at 5 p .. m. A fare of $2..,75' pcr 
. ~ 

passenger- will be charged. This drive will be made on Thursdays· 

only.. 

Tour No.4, as. offered, is; from San Jose to Mt. Hamilton 

and return... This will be an evening tX01p, to enable passengers to 

visit the Lick Observatory and look through the lcrgc telescope 

there~. The rounp.-trip d:1;stance 1s 56 miles, and the elapsed time of 

th1p tour will be ap;~~oX1mately four ~ou~s. The drive wil~ ~ommene~ 

at 6al5 po.m., and, terminate at 10$.15 p.m. . The fare per passenger 

will be '$2,,25. This trip will ·be conducted on Fridays only, a's 

public v1.s1t1ng at th~ Observatory· is limited to FridsJr nights at 

present... If the public night is changed... applicant plans to alter 

his sc·he.dule so as to conform with such shift" 
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Applicant intends to pick.up passengers at the De Anza. 

Hotel, the Hotel Sa~te Claire and the Municipal AUditorium in Sen 

Jose. No loeal service in the city Will be performed, and no psssen~ 

gers will be picked up or d1sch~rged en route. Applic~nt asks per-
, . 

mission to cancel any scheduled trip if there are no passe~ers 

present at the time set for departure. 

Mr. Skinner owns a 12-passeng~r Lincoln limousine which 

he proposes to use in performing such sightseeing service. It is 

being equipped With a radio loud speaker to enable the driver to 

describe the pOints of interest along the tours followed. ~. 

Skinner will drive the vehicle himself. 

The manager of the San Jose City Lines entered a protest 

to the granting of this application on the ground that his company 

operates a charter car service which might be adversely affected if 

Mr. Skinner is authorized to institute the proposed service. The 

Commission has not assumed jurisdiction of true charter c~r service. 

It may be operated without first securing a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity from this body. The proposal ot appli

cant will not compete with the local service rendered by the San 

Jose City Lines. Mr. Roper, who ope.r:ates the !l.t. Hamilton Stage 

Line, appeared .to oppose the granting or ,the epp11cat1on in so rar 

eS Tour .No. 4 to the Observatory is concerned. !~. Roper has a 

prescriptive right to operate a freight and p£ssengcr service to . . 

Mt. Hamilton. He: offers en Ql~-cell n1ght service to l~t. Hamilton 

designed to provide transportation to those who wish to view the 

Observatory on the night each week it is open to the public. He 

says there is practically no demand ror such ~ s,rvice. He states 

he h~s heuled only 15 pr.ssengers to Mt .. ~milton at night since 

September of 1945'. r~. Ropc~uscs ~ 7-p2sscnger car pulling e 

trailer to perform his operation. He charges $4 per passenger for 

"3-
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a trip which leaves San Joze at 4::30 p.m. Less than one-fourth of' 

his revenue is derived from c-arrying passengers.. In eddftfon to his 

freight business he has a.contrZlct w1'th'the Federal Government to 

handle the mail on his route. Also he takes laundry and' cleaning 

from and to residents of Mt·.- Hamilton for- which he' receives a 

commission. 

No passenger service devoted' to sightseeing is operated: 

from San Jose., The evidence of record shows there is' a desire for 

appl1'cant,f's' proposed service.. The Chamber of Commerce of the' Cii:y.' 

o£'San Jose favors it primarily to eccommodat~ tourists attending 

conventions' in the city who would like to see nearby points or 

:interest'" The president of the San Jose Teachers College and'tlic 

prinCipal of the Abraham Lincoln H1'g~ School wish to see such a 

servic'e 1naugura.ted so it would be eveilabl'e to their students ... 

They'are primar.ily interested 1'n the tr:1:p to the Lick Observatory 

tor educatio~l' ree.sons. The lOwer fZlre of $242, as ~g.g1nst $4 

cl1erged by. Mt. Hemilton stege Li-ne ~nd the later' time of dept'. rtu.r e· 

of appl:tc8.nt, whfch is. 6:1, p.m· ... instead of 4:-30 p .. m .. ., renders' :M'r •. 

Sld'nnerf's' p~oposal more attrtlctive than th~t of Mt. Hamilton S·tage 

Line.· 

App11cent ~ppears to be en energetic, competent young'ma~ .. 

fully' m~int.oin· Ms :proposed' 0:per~t·10n.. The success' 01: thQ vontur'c' 

is uncertain'but cos the evidence shows some public demand for such 
r:. service end c.s cpp11ccnt is"''. Will1ng t'.nd even cnx10us to supply 

it, the cpp11cc.t1on will be grr:.ntcd. 

Roy E. Skinnor, Jr., is hor~by plcccd upon notice: thct 

opcrctivc rights, rs suc~, do not constitute c cl~ss of property 

which m~y be cr:.p1tc11zcd or used ~s r:.n element of vcluc 1nratc-



f.~1ng. for any amo~t of money in excess of tha~ originally pa~d ~o 
.. . ' . ' . . "..' 

the state, as the consideration for the grant of such rights. Aside ",. .' " .... .. ' .. 1. . ...... ,:' 
from th;eir purely perm1ss1 ...... e aspec.t., the~ ex;tend to_ the holder: a . . , "" .. .. 

.full or partial monopo~y of a clzss. of bu~.ines~ ove:r; ~ pox:tic~lar 

route. This monopoly, fea~ure o.ay be changed or dest~.oy'ed 6t ~ny' 

~1me 'by the $:tB~~" w~ch is nC?t in any respe<;:t limited to the ~'b~~ 

of rights wr~ch may be. given. . . . ., 

~b11c hearint having been held in the above en~itled 
• • • J," ,. : 

Sfp11cat1on, the matte~ submitted, and the ~omm1ssion fully a~v1sed7 

IT IS ORDERED that a certifictte ot public convenience 
• +. .',... I • '. , • • ! 

and nec~ss1ty is grent~d t!' Roy E. Skinne~, Jr., authorizing h~.m to 
. • '#., . 41. 1 

establish and operat~ an autom,otive sightseeing ser~ice for the . .. .' '. .' 

transportation of passe~ers an~ baggage as a p~ssenee~ s~age ~O!Po~ 

rati,on" as defined .by .s~t1on 2* of the Public U:ti11:t1es ~ct, :to 
I • . .. I......... . 

. commence and terminate in the City of San Jos,e, eons1s,t1n.g of tO~J; 
.. ", '. . , . .-. ..... .. . 

·~our.sc?-es~gnat.ed .as :the ~e,stern Santa Clara Vall.ey Tour, ~he 
, '.. . ~ .. ". 

s..t~¢'.o,.rd 'Un1y~rs.1ty TO~, ~he ~ig Basin sta~te .P~~k ~C)~ and the 

Mt .• :Ha.m'~l:t.on 'ToF, ,w~,ch ,s.~all pas,s by or tl,lrough the foll?~ng 
, , 

po1nts en ,route~: 
" ". ....... ., ,." 

Western anta To r' ':'From ,San ·Jo~a. ~', ""C:, ..... 
M1s~1on' "Sa;rt~ :Clara,".'!1nc eS,ter~s,tery 'House~' ,Cup~rtino, 
;Pcrmanente ~~ant.,~~even~ Greek Dam,- Sar:atoga', .Sena,t~r .. 
·,Phe;lan..'s .estate, ,.Lo§ ,Altos, Guad31upe Mines .and ,Dam, 
~A-lmaden .and .llmad,e'n: ~aI:l •. " ...: '. ~-' . 
:stanford .University :t2lu:.- From .San .JOse .to Aly:1s.o, 
'~ottc~t :F1.e;1d;; '/Pa~o·:!d t-o, S.tanford Un1veJ;"s.1~Y~· :I.os· Alt9s, 
and Santa Clara. . \' . . . .. '. . , . . 
Big BaSin.State 'f~rk Tour ~- F~om.Stn Jpse, .t~ough 
·;Saratoga,",131-g-.~·s1n,- :Boulder Creek' ;).nd .Los Alto:s. 

. ... ," , ...." .• . • I 

Mt. H~m11ton .. Tour.- From.S~n ,Jose .to,Mt. itilmilton. 
'.. . ..... ,' ...--..... -- ..... .. ... 

. -5.-
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IT IS FURT:rER ORDE1iED that in conducting said pessenger 

s.t'age oper.ations" .pursuant to the above certificate, Roy E. Skinner, 

.Jr., ,shall comply ·with and observe thefolloW1ng serviee regula-tions~ 

(a) Applic-ant shall file a wr'1t t en' acceptance 'of the 
certificate here~n granted within a period of not 
to exceed 30 days from the effective date hereof. 

(b) Applicant shall comply with the provisions of 
General Order No. 79 and Part IV of General Order 
No. 93~A by filing in triplicate, and concurxently 
making cffective~ appropriate tariffs and time 
schedules wi,thin 60 days from the ef~ective date 
hereof and on not l~ss than five days' notice to 
the Commission and .the public. 

(c) Applicant shall conduct such pas,sengcrstag€ service 
over a.nd along the most appropriate streets, roeds 
or h1ghv/ays 'between the pOints it is '~uthor1z.ed to 
serve. 

The effective dete of this order sholl ~e 20 days from 

the date hereof. 

de.y of 

Dated atQ ( ~C-<~~) 
~ . ,1946 • 

, .-6-

, C~liforn1a, this 


