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Decision No. 39040 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COlltlMISSION OF THE SXA1'E OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the application of 
SCOTT lAWTON) dba OROVILLE TaOCK k~D 
S'IO'1?.AGE 'COMPANY, to sell, and of 
ROBERT H. HIGGINBOTHAM and RICHAFtD O~ 
RICHARDS, a copa.rtnership. to purchas-e 
equipment and oper~t1ng rights as&. 
highway COmr:lon carrier betwe-en Oroville 
and Oroville ~unction, tn B~tte County, 
California ... 

) 
· 
) 
· · ) 
· · ) 
· · ) .. · 

.. __ ~ ~ _ ~ __ ~ _______ __ 'tIIIoIot __ .J 

QPINION 'AN D ORDER 

Application. 
No. 273q9 '.' 

In this application, the Railroad Commission is asked 

to enter .1'ts. order' authorizing Scott Lawton t~ transfer op€·rat1ve 

rights, equ-'1pmcnt, mater1'als and sIlpp11estl) Ro'oe~t H. Higgin

botham and Richard 0.. Richards. 

The application shows that .scott Lawton, doing business 

under the firm nam.e and style of Oro~ille Truck and storage 

Company, is engaged in certain warehous~ and public scal~ op

erations and in the conduct of a highway common carrier s'ervice 

under a cer'tifica te of 'PUblic c'onvenience and necessity granted . ' , 

him br Decision No. 32481, dat~d October 24, 1939> cover~g.the 

transportation or property 'mo:'o"ing in the 'cllstody of Sacramento. 

N'ortn-ern Railway between Oroville and Oroville Junction. He 

reports the est1mat(?d cost of his prolJ(;r'tioes at ;$21,676 and the 

~st1mated presen't market value or the ,same at $11,'950) seg:re

ga t'ed as ·:follows: 



DesCr1?t~o~ of 
--b'operiy· " 

T~~cki'ng, equiPm,ent , 
Shop equipment and tools 
T~ucldn,g mat,e~1a1.s ~d s~~p1ies 
Building,impr.ovecen~s, office 

,'£ixtur,es" E)'te'., ' 
:Wa.r~hou.,se, mat.erial'S =a:nd 'su'Ppt:ies 
.wareh~ilse. ,building !j,mprever:l€nts 
, ,and f1xt'urc's , 
Public 'and wareho'use 'scale, . etc. 
Warehouse :le'ase and' accol:.."'l.ts' 

receivable 
;:r6'tal 

$1;,960.00 
l,,22'~.OO 
1,,.:05°.; 00 

l,'075,.00 
.250,.09 

91'6..00 
,1,200,.00 

,- -
::iil.676.00 i 

Esti:n.s.ted 
Matkt# ·v..:.lug 

'" . ,. 
~ 5,500.00 

,0.0:00 
700'.00 

80C ... 00 
l50".OO 

'700 .. 00 
'550.00 .'. I. . 

3.,050.00 
,~iii .~9'5'O :'00 

l '.. • .• " ~. . .... 

'For the' Yeir en21ng:Dece~ber'31, 1945, he ,re,Por:t;s, re-
•• I • 'II'. 

" , c-eipts from hiS' tr'lcking: cpel','ltions 'of.~ $22,08;.92, a;d. from his 

~ther" opie'rkt:tons,< $5':S:tl~~'95 •. HiS' r..et,' -profi:ts" .bef'O~e:,. 'ta?'~s 'on' 

"income' ar€'r'eported at' ~7;72S.09. 

, ' It is rep'ort~d·:th:&t, Scott. Lawton, desires to- ,di'spose of 
'" t •••• t I 

, 'th~ 'bus1n~ss;'he has' be'en ',<>'O€:1:'o.ti.'"lg· as .:O':roville ,Truck;' and .Stcr-II> ' • ,I. " ' • 

• .... . " . ,,. r 

age Comp'any beeallse" of ·his, 'advanced, :age; and ,.his,' ~sl:l:, to" x:~~1r~ 

'f~om 'activc"i'ousiness, and' that acco:-dingly h(: ,has"en~~red into , ,'I 

, 'a.~' agreement to ,sell 8..."lC transfer·.i~.is, business, an4 properties to 
• 'i' I ~ .,' I 

, Rob'ert' H~ HIgginbotham' a.."ld· Ri¢(JArd 0.: £O.,cho.rcl.s :otor. ,the, sum of 

" . '$l~"OOO',' pa)."menLt t:o' be, !:tadc u'oon "approvc.l 0; ,t~s" 'a,~p~cat~o~ by 
" '. fIt.,' , " ; ,,' ... ,! \, 

: . : ' a,. . ~ , '+. '. • 
the Railroad CoInmiss1on. A" copy. o£ the .a,g·reement or, ,sale has .. '.. .. ',' . ~ . 

'. ~ : , ' .. ;, , 

been, f1.1ed' in th1~ 'procood1ng\ as. Ex..'Ub1t, "Alt. 

Rob'ere Ii." SiggInbotham a.."ld R1char4 0., Richards, are here-. , " , ,'..' '" ' 

, i ,:.;, ,'.1 ...". I • by plb.ced 'u'pon 'notiee ,thc.'t" o'p~ra,tive rigl),ts,,. as sl.lch, do, not 
I .. I • '., I .' 

• , • • , • I .. ~ 

, '''constitute aclas~ of· pro'pert7 which:: oo.y b~ ,. c~pi tali zed ox:- \lsed 
. " ' 

.. :as '~'eiezhent" or"value in' rate' fixing"for a:ny aIn.?u.nt or mon~,y in 

, ", 'eices~ of '''iha t ~ or·fginallY· paid 'to· the" State' :as. the: ·con.S'ip.~r~tion 
'~,,,' ',., ' \'" ' " , .. . " ' ' ',' " .. ', 
. for the "gran't 'of"'sU'ch' 'rlghts'.', .·Aside fr-:oJ:l' the1r purely, permissive 

" . II',. ' •• 
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aspect, they extend. to the holder a :f'Llll or 'Partial monopo~y of 

a class of business, over a particulo.r 'roa.te .• ' This monopply 

feature may be changed or destroyed at atiytime by the State, 

which is not in any res~ect .1im1ted to the number of rights 

which may be given . .-
, . 

. The Commission has considered this'~ matter. and 1$ of the 
. . . , 

op1nion that a public he&ring is not necessary ~~d that, the re-.. . 
quests of applicants should be granted, as herein provided, 

therefore, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED as follows: 

1. Scott Lawton may transfer to Robert H. Higginbotham 

and Richard O. Richards,- on or before August 15, 1946, ,~hG op

.erative rights ;a."ld properties referred to herein, such transfer 

to be made in accordance wi~h the agreen;ent of sale filed in 

this proceeding as Exhibit "A". 

2.. Applicants shall comply with the provisions ot 

General Order No. 80 and Part IV of Genetal Order No. 93-A by 

ri11ng~ in triplicate, and concurrently malcLng effective, appro

priate tariffs and time tables within sixty (60) days from the 

effective date hereof and on not less than onG {l) day's notice 

to the CommisSion and to the public. 

3. The action taken herein shall not be construed to 

be a finding of v-alllC of the properties here1r:\.' authoxized to' be 

transferred .. 

4... The authority hcre~n. granted is effective upon the 

date hereof .. 
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--Dated, at San Francisco .. California., this .. ~ day 

of June, 1946. 


