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Decision No. 39099 

BEFORE '!HE RAn.RO.A.D COMMISSION OF 'THE STATE OF C.AI.D'ORNIA. 

In the W~tter 01' t~c Applic~tion 01' 
AI/roN E. PUTN.Aj~ a::.d ~.;..t3s E. WA~T, ) 
dba. C.ALIFORNIA SOU'"i:'i~:U-; :aoryS CO. to =:311) 

,and Sj.JI~ DIEGO ELEC'IP..!C' RArLWAY Co!~!P.A.'IT ) 
to purch~se automobi!~ passenger lin~s ) 
operated' in and ::lea:" Y~,ti~:r.c.1 Ci'ty, ) Application No. 2728:;, 
San Diego Co~ty~ Ca~lror~:~, a4Q the ) 
Application of: said S,~~ DDX;o E:'ECTR:C.) 
RAILWAY·COMPA.~ to ~~~e certai~ s~~~cc) 
che.l'lBeo, abc.:J.do:a.;:J.eIl tz) and extenzio:c.s, ) 
in connection therewith. ) 

.AJ. ton :s: (' ?u·~nan:. and Ch..9.r1eo E. Warren tor Co.1ito:rx:.ia 
Southern Bus Co.: :MO:':'J:ison, Hobi'eld, Foerster, Shmn.a.n & Clark, 
by Forrest A. Cobb, for San Diego Electric ~i1vmy Company; 
Meredith I.. Car.pbcl1.. nnd E. M. Ca:c:.p"oell tOl" City of National 
City; Robert B. COj'!le~ tor Chamber of Com:nerce ot National City; 
Geo. o. Gun other for East Eightec:lth Street Improvement Associa­
tioIl; N. B. LDrson ,:('Ol" Paradise Hills CiVic Organization; Dorothy 
L. Ahrens tor Lincoln Acres Civic Club; Mrs. T... W. Lean for 
Sweetvm. tel' Road Ccmm'U!lity'. 

By 'this applico,tion' Alton H. Putnam and Charles E. 
, 

Warren, doinS business as ,-California Southern Bus Co., " propose 

"1;0 sell, and ,applicant Sen Diego Elec tric Railway Comp~, '1,1 

corporation, proposc::;\to purchase, the operative right and cer­

tain operating equi:pment e:c.d other property used by the tormer 

in the busmess of transporting po.ssengers in and near the C1 ty 
(1) 

of National City in San Diego County. In the evcn't that the 

(1) Decisions creo.t~g the operative rigE";; proposed. to be trans­
ferred are No. ~6370, dated May 25, 1943, and,. No. 38135, 
dated Au~wt l~, 19~5. 

San Diego Electric Railway Company is now' operating as a. ":P~"s,­
senser stage corporo.tion" in the City ot' San Diego and sur­
rounding territory, including the City ot National C1.ty, l.mc.c~. 
various certificates hereto tore granted by this Commission., 
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proposed cale and transfer is authorized# San Diego Electric 

Railway Company nl:lo requests pormission tosubst1tute a new 

routo 'In lieu of the route nov; opo:'::l.ted. 

A public ~'lef'.r 1ng we::: held D. t National City on May 10. 

'l.946, at which ':.i,!':',c ,J"l,:,denco, orr~:. and docUr.lentnry, r..!lvlno bo·:m 

o.c1,ducod, tho :s,tter W:·l.C sub:itted for decision. 

Cq,u1pill6nt" mt. torj.c.j" :lnc. supplios I all hc.vi:l5 an estimated vo.lue 

or $15,169; operative r5.shtc 'iralued a-I: ;~lOO; nnd other intangible 

assets valuod :It ~~2:4:59" SQ.!"1 Diogo Electric Railway Cotlpany. has 

o.grcod to pll'J th':)::'~~i'o!." ~~;e, 47'"1 in. c::I.[:h 1 payo.'b:o upon roce'!.pt of 

o:u.thori ty f:'ot'l 'chi:: :Olrt"liS s::'~n t 0 cons"'~tlte the sale" and o.ssume 

cquipm~nt 0'bl1go::'i.ons in t:'lO su::. of $11,251. 

Tho proposod no~ route would rosult in tho discontinu­

ance of prosont bus serv1ce in t\'i'O are:ls, (a) on Eighteonth Stroot 

betweon nt1l t:l.nc. Gro.ngor Avonucs, ::md ("0) alone; tho R1dgowny Dri vo, 

Swoctwa~or Rond and Roo Drivo lo~p. Tho r.ow routo ~~ll ~lso in-

nu~ur~t~ sorvice alons tho following ~troets not now served by 

the proso~t opcr~tor: 

Com.onc1ng o.t tho intersoction of Nationa.l 
Avonuo a.nd Fou:'th Street, thence ~long Pourth 
Stroot o.nd "J:t l1.venue to its intersoction with 
Eighth Stroot. 

Sovero.l \'Iitneoses~ reprosentino ~any or the person:; 

prooo'tl.t at t~e hoo.rin5~ testifiod in pro'cost to tho proposod 

:lb~ndon~ont or d1scont1n~neo of service ~lonz Eighteenth Strec~ 

end ~lons Ridf;OV1C.Y D:-i va o.nd Sv ... eotw:. tor Roc.d. Objoctions wore 

0.1:::0 voiced o.b~ins~ the ,roposed rorouting in tho Pc.rad1sc Hil:~ 

arCD-. 
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T"tlO evidence ~hows tho.t Eighteenth Street l 'between 

E1ghlllnd ~na Grnnger ~vonues, ~ dist~nce of approximately 1-1/4 

miles, is ~ f~irly well developed rosidential street. Except be­

tVlcen P~lm Avenue ~nd Newell Street, 0. c.istnnce of 1/4 mile, 

thore ~re m~ny ~omes situllted on both sides of scid street within 

rO~$oncblo walkins distcncc of the pr~sont bus line. The ~roposed 

discontinullnce of bus service c.long this. street would, tho ev1~ 

donee shows, inconvenience mo.ny persons who now uso this 'bus 

line or would use it if tho zo!'vico "i:oro dopondn'ble nnd othorwise 

Slltisi'IlCtory. 

~~e record also s~ows thnt the continuation of sorvice 

o.long ?idgerlo.y Drive and S\':eetml.ter Roac, o.s far as Orange Street,. 

would be in the public interest. Thero nro several hundred homes 

loco.ted vfithin reo.sono.ble wo.!.k1ng di:3t~nce of the present route 

between the intersection of Gro.nger Avenue and Ridgewo.y Drive :l.nd 

the intersection of S\'loet\'!O. tor ROlla and Oro.ngo Stroet. Al though 

this po~t1on of the presont ~oute is over somowh~t no.rrow ronds, 

'With grades ::I.nd sho.rp curvos, wo bolieve tho.t service should be 

continued &.t leAst 'I.1l'l.til such time o.s it c~n be derini tely shovm 

tho. t lnck of ?!l trono.go ".,;,ould justify 0. discontinuance. No reli­

:l.blo evidenco of rovonuos or opero.ting costs WIlS introduced o.nd 

the ~ccord d1sclo~es tho.t t~o serv~co ~~s beon so poor tho.t it is 

a.~most impo3.:!1blo to do-:::crmino ... v'ho.'l; o.n o!':f"1e:I.ontJ.y oporo.tcd bu.!!! 

line nlone this route wopld ~t'Jturn. The ovidcnco is convincin.g 

tho.t 0. ';':e'l'l-ope'l:'o,ted O\1S service WOUld create considerably illore 

intorost on t!'lG po.rt or the rid1nc; public ~nd result in incr~.Q.Dee 

Plltrono.;e. Some t>viclonce was introduced that the' SWOt:ft\7cter Rone. 

oren could more 00.s11y be served by SOon Diego ElectriC Ro.11way 
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A.27286 ... .' 
Companyts operating one of its Highland Avenue lines easterly 

along Thirtieth st~eet. The carrier has not proposed' such 

service. We are of the opinion. that thfIJ p'ublic interest requires 

that it operate along the preS~Jnt route for th~ time'being. 

The r~cord also justifies the continuation of service 

along the present route in the Paradise Hills area,. Admittedly,· 

th1s is the fastest-growing residential conn=un1ty east of the 

c1ty. The proposed shortening of tht>. route in th1s section is 

not justifi~d'as walking distanc~s for 'many persons would bein-, 

creased to an inconvenient extent. 

The proposed l"~l"outing along Fourth Street and "J" 

Avp,nue, the discontinuance of op~rations along Reo Drive and 

Sweetwater Road', and also along Thirty-st)cond Street and Granger 

Av~nu~ app~ar to bo:: justifi"'d. The aoandonl!lents v1ill eliminate 

two dfo!fini tely unprofitable loop operations through an ,'unpopulated 

area containing many h~avy grades and sharp curves. Th~ rp.rout­

ing along Fourth Stre~t and "J" A.venue is propos~d in order to 

avoid a duplication of st:'r-vice a.long Eighth Strf'~t b~tw,~en 

National and Highland Avenu~s. 

Having fully considered this ~att~r, w~ ar~ of th~ 

opinion a.nd tind· that tht:: propos,~d sal~ and transf~r of said 

op~rativl':t right, r~routing, and discontinuancfo! of s~rv1ce over 

and along c~rtain portior.s of 'the prt:'sf=>nt route," as hp.re1na!tAr 

sat forth, are in th~ public 1nt~rest and, th~rpfore, the appli­

cation will be grant~d as provided in th~·ordp.r. 

As requirp.d by law, $100 in riling,f~es have be~n paid 

for filing ap:p1.1cations in connection with th~ opp.rat1ve right 

invol vp.d her~i.ri'. If So.n Di<:'!go Elp.ctric Railway Compan7a~quires 
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this op~ret1ve right it,cay charge to account 545', Franchises a sum 

not in excess of $100 ane. shall charge to account 317, l!iscelUmeous . 
Debits the sum of $2,459, represe~t1ng intangible assets. 

The action taken herei!'l shall not be construed to be a 

finding of value for the pro~erties herein authorized to be 

transferred. 

o R D E R ------

Public he~ring h~ving been held in the rbove-entitled 

proceeding, the matter h~vi~ been submitted, the Com~ission being 

fully advised, and good c~use ap~ear1ng, 

IT IS ORDERED as follows: 
," 

(1) That Alton R. Putnam and Charles E. W~rren, e partnership, 

doing business a,s Calii'ornia ~outher!'l Bus Co., be, and they hereby 

are, authorized to sell and trensfer to ~an Diego E10ctr1c Railway 

Company the orcTctive rights created uneer authority, or Decisions· 

Nos. 36375 and 3'8135', e.nd the automotive equi!"I:cnt and Ousint:;ss 

referred to in the fort:going' 0~1nion, and t~t Sa:n Di~go Electric 

Railway Company be, ~nd 1t !1ereoy is, author1z,cd to purch.:.se ?nd 

:-' cquire said rights _ coul nment and 'business and therc8,:rtcr to , . , 

operate same, subject to tn.€: .fol":mnng cond1t1or..s;. 

(.:l) T~t with:tn thirty (30) d~ys after the trensfcr 
of thE: pro:pc:rti~s authorized herein, ss1d co-, 
partnership sht.ll file "]1 th this Cocm1ssioll e 
copy, of, the Bill of Sclc executed, under the 
authority heroin gr~nt€:d., 

(b) Thc.t if the purcf'.£scrs .?cqu1rc the.: op.;;rat1vc 
right e.nd property they' ~ey chtrgc to Intangible 
Capital ~ccount not more t~,n SlOO or th~ pur­
~ht.sc price of the ope,r"t,tiv\;ir1ght; thcrc:nc.1ndcr 
of the p~:rmcnt· for sucl'l Opc!'ctivc right <!:nd ' 
~\llcgcd good ,\,1il1 is to be charged to Surp~us ... 
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(c) 

•• 
Applico.nt ~'h$.ll, wi thin sixty (60) days from the 
effective date he~eof and u~on not less than one 
(l) day's notice to the Co~ission and the publie~ 
o~t~blish the se~ce herein authorized and com­
ply with the prov1s10::ls.of General Order No. 79 
and Part IV of General Oreler No. 93-A 'by filing.,· 
in triplicate, 8.."lc. conC'.lrrently making effective, 
tar1ffs and ti:ee sched'ille$ ~atis:ract6ryto the' 
Cotm:li~sion. 

Tho.t the authorization here1n granted sha.ll lapse 
end bcco:le void if '!'lot exercised .... V1th1n six. (6) 
months frOrl the date horoof"unless further time is 
granted by subsequent order. 

(2) That a certificate of public convenienco and nocoosity 

be, and it he'!'o'by i::l, granted to San Diogo Electric Railwa.y Com­

~any, a cor,oration, authorizinG the establishmont and operation 

of sorvico as a p~ssengor stnso corporation, as dofined in Soc­

tion 2,z of tho Public Utilities Act, for the transportation of 

paeocnsors betweon the City or NationnlCity and the intersec­

tion of Swoetwo.ter Road and Oranze Stroet, in the County 01" 

San Diego, and intermediate points, as an oxtension an~ enl~rge­

mont of its present operativo :-ishts, nnd in lieu of the opora ... 

tivc rights h~rotororc creatod by tb.o Comission'3 Decision 

No. 36~75, rendorod Mny 25, 194~, and D0c1s10n No. :38135, ren ... 

dorod August 14, 1945, whioh operntive rights ~r¢ horoby revoked 

and annullod, 3U'bjcct to the following condit~ .. on: 

(0.) Th~t ?n:-agraph (2) of this order shall not 
become offoctivo for any purpose unloss and 
'JIttil San Diogo Eloctric Rail\vay Compo.ny 
shc.ll hnvc :rirst o.cquil"'od the opcrat.ive right 
o.s o.utl'lorizcd in ?c.:::-o.gro.ph (1) hereof •. 

(3) That in tho opc:'c.tion of so.id pc.ssenzer stage service 

pursuo.nt to t1'lo forogoing cortificato, So.n Diego Electric Rail-

way Company .• Il corporat1~n, Dhc.ll comply with and obsorvo the 

follow1n3 sorvico ro.sulo.t1ons: 
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hereof. 

(a) Applicant shall tile a written acceptance of the 
cert1fica te horein granted wi thin a period" of 
not to exceed thirty (30') dayo :t'r¢m tho, effec­
tive date he~eof. 

(b) Applicant shall, ,71thin sixty (60) days from the 
effective date heroof and upon not less than one 
(1) day's notice to the Commission and the public, 
establish the service herein author:tzed and com­
ply ''.'lith the provisions of General Order N,o. 79 
and Part IV of Genoral Order No. 93-A by filing,' 
in triplicate, and concurrentlymald.ng effectivo, 
tariffs nnd time ~chodules satisfactory to the 
Commission. ' 

(0) Subject to the author1ty or th1s Co~is~ion t~ 
change or modii'y such at any t me, Snn Diego 
E1octr1c Railway Company . shall conduct said 
passenger stage opera~1on'over and along. the 
follOwing described ~o'Ute: 

BegfnntnS at.the intersection of Fourth Street 
and National Avenuo, in the'C1ty'of NatiQnal' 
City, thence along Four'th Street, "J" Avenue, 
Eighth Street, Harbison Avenue, Sixteenth Street, 
Allegheny Stree t ~ Reo Dr1 va ,Al berma.r 10 S,troet, 
Flintridge Dr1ve, Potomac Street, Eighteenth 
Street to its intersection w1th. Highland Avenue. 
Also, beg1nning at the intersection of' Eighteenth 
Street'and Granger Avenue, thence along Granger 
Avenue, Ridgeway Drive, Sweetwater Road to its 
intersection with Orange Street. 

Applicant i~ authorized to t'UX'n its motor vehicles 
at termini and intermediate pOints, in either direc­
tion~ at intersections of streets or by operating 
around a block cont1guous to such intersection, or 
in accordance with loeal tra.fi'1c rules. 

The effective date of this order shall be the 'date 

day of __ -,.~~IIO;:;;::;:;;;;" __ 


