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Decision No. __ 39122 W“MMW@K .

ZEFORE THE ?AII.ROAD COMSSIO’\" CF TEE STATE OF CAZIFORNIA

Iz +he Matter of tho Applicatioz of )

Tho Avtehison, Topeka and Santa ::e

Railway Company, & corporation, for

poxzission to operate Ireight cars é Application No. 27161

02 the over-all height of 16 feet
4 3/4 inches over certain d.esignated
route in the State of California
LEO E. SIEVERT and GERAID W. BROWN for Applicant

- EARRY SEE a.nd .’J'OF.N X. ZXNIS or Hildebrand, Bills &
McIZOD Tor Brotherhood of Rallroad T"ainmen

ROBE?‘I‘ ‘T. FALION, for Brotherhood of Locomotive
Firemen and ...nginemen '

E. C. CROCEER for Southern Pacific Company
E. Z. BENNETT for Union Pacific Railroad Company

ROEERT 'S:.NG»STER Zor the Los Angeles Chamber o2
commerco

W. 0. PARKS, Vice-Chairman, Gezeral Committee of
Conductors

BY TEE COAMISSION:

CPINION

In this proceeding The Atchisoz, Topeka and Seata Fe
Redlvay COmnany Seeks authority to operate *‘*e:.gh.t cars having a
height of 167 4-3/4" from top of reil to top of runming board
within the S'ce.te oz Cali"o..nia, over a route specilically descrided
in its spplication. The applicent states that these cars will
be used Lor the purpose of t*a.n...porting auvoxobile bodies or
the Dedge Type Lor the Chrysler Corporation from the point of
production in Detroit to an assembly plent in the Cestral
Manufacturing Dictrict of the Los ;...'.geles‘ Yetropolitan iree.

Pudblic hearings were conducted in this zatter by Zxaminer
Eunter, at Los Angeles, Jazuary 17 and 25, 1946. Tho mattor was
taken under subzissiozn upon the filirng of concurrent b::ief_:-;._
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_ The Commission in'its Geperal Order 26-0;‘erfectiVe
April 1, 1927, pz-escribed among otier things minimum overhead
and side ¢learances to be provided whea sroight quipment'is
operated over steax and electric rallrcads. The minimnm.ove&head
clearance preoscridbed in this General Order is 221 0" between the
top of the rail and the-iowest portion of an oveéheéd‘structure
above the track. 3aszed upoz zhis minimea overhead.clearance the
carriers are authorized to operate Ireight cars having a helight
of 2ot %o exceed 15T 1" Irom top of ralil to top of runginé.board.
The Cormiszsion, b7 its'Decision.No} 36007, dateé December &, 1942,
in Case No. 2290, modifiod Gemeral Ozder No. 26=C o permit of
the operation, undexr cortain cozditions, of cars having a neight
in excess of 15t 1v. |

Applicant's Exhibit No. 1 shows the number of overhead
structures having a height of less than 231 5v fronm top of rail
to the under side of the structurc above the track oz the section
of vhe line over wich it propoées t0 operate the "Ezcesé'Hbighﬁ"
cers iz California.(l) This tabulation shows the following:

TYPS OF STROCTURE X0. OF RANGE OF - :
. T STRUCTURIS QVERHEAD CLEARANCZ

Sigpal Bridges -6 from 221 1" to 23t OF

Highway Overpass (Viaduet) 7 . zmom 227 O% %o 221 107

River Bridges 4 fram 217 07 o 221 20

Railroad Overpass 2 from 221 O to 227 5
I addition to the structures referred to adove, the

secti@n of applicexnt's track Involved passes ﬁnder-twg overhead
trolley wires of the Pacific Electric Railwey Company. There is
a conflict in the Testimony as %o the height of those trolley

wires above this track. One witness testified the ¢learances

were slightly over 227 and fhe other fized the distance'as
app:oxﬁ:a;gly 25t. '

[T} Tfe.overcead clearance petween tae TOP OL ITulning ooerd ol. .
z..cax 151 17 ip height and an overhead structure of 227 O
~ragmpreseribed in G.0. 26-C iz practically the saze as iv the
“cafe of & car having 2 beight of 16t 4-3/4" and an overkead
structure of 23* 5". :
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Representatives of the Chrysled Corporation testifled
that thelir compsny was prepared to sssemblo "Dodge™ cars in the
Central ¥Nmulfacturing District provided applicanﬁ'is acthorized
to transport the "Dodge™ vodles in "Extess Zeigat® cars, a3 pro-
posed herein. It Ls estimated that tho assexbly plant wLll need
ten carloads of Hodles a day.(z) These witnez;eﬁ glzo tesiified
that 1L this service caznnot Ve provided, the Chrysler Corporation
will not azsemble cars in the I0s Angeles ares. |

A'representative of the Ios Angeles Craamber of Coxmerce

L)

testified in support of the granting of tize upplication on the
ground that it would dring to Ios‘Angeles a new industry Witk the
atﬁendant employzent of mot only thls pariticulsr business bu$~othe§
melated businesses: also, “haat it was the policy of the Chamber 4o
atﬁfact industries to the Ios Angeles ares and, in the Chamber's
opinion, it would ve in the publicts interest to grsnt this applica-
tzom. | |

A numder oF witnesses repreccentirg thoe rallroad brothoerhood
organizations testilfied in opposition to the granting of this appli-
cotion. They testifled thelir organizations have been willing €o co=-

operate In every reasonsdle way with the movemenit of “Exeess Eolznt®

cars during the war period dut that they felt thls practice should now

be discontinued since tae emergency has passed. It Ls thelr conten~
tion that standard clearance rules, which sre common throughoux'tbe
country, should Ve observed in the postwar period. ConSidérable
testimony was also iIntroduced through their witnesses purportiﬁz to
show that applicant had not always in the past observed the meztric-
tZons prescrided In the Commissionts Decision No. %6007 governing |
the operation of "Excess Eeight“ cars. It %4s thelr poﬁition that
the operating saféguards upon walcz thece provisions are predicated

are open to man-failure under the many conditlions vhich arise Iin

(2) ZEaech car contalins 15 dbodlez.
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rain oporation, resulbing

»iling on top of Ireiznv tralns.

By letter dated June 15, 1946, applicant rogucsted that

thls motter e roopensd for the purposse of receliving from applicant

thae following stipulations subject to the concurrence of the repre-

sentatives of the rallroad orothernocods.

l.

the Ilos Angeles Division, First District, Signal
Bridge Xo. 43l mdé 432 (Eest of Zesperia); Signal
ridge No. 4,62 and hb63 (West of Zosperia); Signal
Bridge No. 731 and 732 (Vest of Vexrdemont); Signal

Bridge No. 761 end 702 (West of 0no); x& on the Ioc

Angeles Division, Third Distrlict, Cantilever Zridge
Yo. 23 (at Colton) will Ye ralised so that the lowes:
point of each structure will be at least 23 feet §
Inches above the top of rall. The altveration of
these structures will commence immedlately and will
ve coxpleted by January 1, 1L7.

The opexation o0f the loaded cars refoerred %o Zn %the
appllcation will follow %the, route szet forth in the
application, with the further povision that they will
ve removed Irom westward trains at Zobart Yard, turned
over to the 103 Angeles Junctlon Rallway for delivery
to the assexbly plant Industry consignee, and the empty
cars will be recelived from Ios Angeles Junction RAL lway
at Zovart Yard for movement eastward over the designated
route. (Thiz provision is to avoid the dringing of
these cars Into tiae ILos Angeles yard).

Reprezentatives of the engineering department of the
rallway company, Witk representatives of the Commission,
will zake 2 study as to the operating practicablility and
the economic Lfeasidlility of lowering the rallway company’s
tracks under vhe following structures:

Tnited States Zizhway 66 overpass at Tssex
(Raslroad designation Bridge C-62l.): Tnitel

States Zigawey overpass at Barstow (Rallroad
designation Bridge C=TL7); Highway overnass

at Victorville (Rallroad designation Bridge

aA=23); Crossing of westhound malin track over
easthouné maln track at Frost (Railroad designa=
tZon Bidge 8aA-LO0); Mt. Vernon Viaduct at San
Bernardino (Rel lroad designation 3ridge ai~32); P. =.
overaead vridge at Rialto Avenue (Ralilroad designa-
tion Bridge B~l1} Overhead algaway Palm Avenue,
Eighgrove (Rallroad decignetion Oc~6); Elghway
ovegg?ss near Pachappa (Rellxoad designation 3ridge
aA"" -
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This letter also informed the Commission that the
Signal Bridge over bBoth main tracks at Needles (Rallrosd
designation M{le Post 578-1790 Needles Yard) has been raised
to a clearance of 2% feet 5 inches above top of rail.

Applicant also stated that it would make arrange=~
ments with Pacific Blectric to ralse the ﬁrolley wire at
Santa Fe Springs to an olevation of 23 feet 5 Inches above the
top of the Santa Fo ralls. The Commission was also informed
that »lans were undexr way for thoe comstruction of n&w bridges
in the Third District of the Los Angeles Division which will
replace the thraugh truss bridge over the San Gabriel River
near Los Nietos (Rallroad designation Bridge C-152); and the
through truss bridge over R1o Hondo River (Railroad designation
Bridge B-151). When this construwtion is completed, these
ridges will have no overhead obstructions. Plans are salso
under way for replacing the Nojave River Bridge near Leon
(Rallroad designatién Bridge A-35) with a through girder brilge.

The Attormey for the Rallway Brotherhoods informedld

the Comnission by letter ated June 18, 1946, thet In view

of the adbove stipulations and plans of the Santa Fe, the Erother-

hoods have no objection to the granting of the application. |
Upor conslceration of all the facts of record, we

are 6: the opinion and find that the application should de

granted, sublect to the conditions set forth in the following

oréer:




i7 IS EERZ3Y ORDERED;

The Avchlison, Topeka and Santa Fe Raillway Company i1s
exempted from the provisions of paragraph 1l(c) of the Commisslon's
General Order To. 26-C In the operations of freight cars having
& height of 16 L-3/L" from top of rail %o top of running
board for the sole purpose of transporting automobile bodles,
subject to the following condistions:

(1) The authorization shall apply only over the follow-
Ing route in Californica:

From the Topoek Bridge at the‘California-Arizona

State line via XYeedles, Barstow, San Zerzardino,

Fullerton, Tobart Yard, thence via Los Angeles

Junction Rallway to the asserdbly plant of th

- Chrysler Corporation and the empiy cars %o bLe
returned over the same route.

(2) That o or before Januery 1, 1947, on the Los
Angeles Division, First District, Signal Bridge Nos. L31 and
L32 (Zast of Zesperia); Signal Bridge Nos. L62 and L1 (West
L Hesperia); Signal Bridge Voz. 731 and 732 (West of Verdemont);
Signal Bridge Nos. 761 and 762 (West of Ono); and on the Los
Angeles Division, Third Distrl Cantilever Bridge No. 23 (at
Colton) shall Ye ralsed so that the lowest point of each siructure
will De not less than 23 feet 5 Lnches above the top of the rail.
(3) That the trolley wires of Pacific Eiecctric Railway
at Santa Fe Springs axd at any other points along this route,
shall Iimmedlately Ye ralsed to an elevation of not less than 23!
5" above thne top of the ralls.

(L) Tntil sueh time the construction of new bridges

in the Third District of the Los Angeles Divislon replacing the

through truse bridge over the San Gabriel River near Los Nietos
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(Railroad designation Bridge C~152) through truss bridge over

Rio Zondo River (Railroad desiznatlZon Bridge B-151); and the
repiacing of the Yojave River Sridge near Leon (Rallroad desig-
nation Bridge A-35) with a through girder dridge, applicant shall
maintain adequate "tell-tales™ on elther side approaching these
structures.

(5) Zach car herein authorized to be operated
shall be permanently'stenciled or equipped with placards, and
such markings maintained Iin a legidble condition adjacent to the
ladder or handholds at all four corners épproximately 5t adove
the top of rall with yellow letterz 3" high reading as follows:

"TZIS CAR INCESS Z2IGET 14 FEET L-2/l INCESS
ABOVE TOP OF RATL." -

(6) 7"hen any train contains freight cars herein
authorized to be operated, such freight ¢ars shall be bdlocked Zn a
single unit; and, L the toltal number of cars Zn the train permits,
cars of such excess helght 3hall be located in the train soas to
Ye at least five cars distant from efther the caboose or the
engine. |

(7) Zach member of the crew of each train containing'
freight cars hereln authorized o be operated shall be faformed
Dy an appropriate tralin order that the consist of the train in-
cluCes freight cars of such excess neights, specifying the number
thereof, and advising that no mexmber of the train crew is required
To ricde on top of any'sudh freight cars while train Zs moving
through passing tracks or over the main line beltween stations.

(8) Any yard crew reqmired to handle frelght
herein authorized to be operated ghall e notified'throﬁgh
supervising officials of the presence of such freight cars

vard.




® &

(9) Xo member of a road or yard crew srall be

requirel vo ride on top of the Ireizht carsz hexrsin authorized

to Ve operated. '

(10) XNo new overhead comsiruction on the route rerein
authorized shall be less than 23" 5" above top of rail.

- The effective date "of this order shall be‘the date
hereol, | ,

Dated at San Francfsco, California, thiz = (L5 eay
of Jume, 19L5. |

. COMMISSIONERS




