
A. 27:388 AF. ?l ot 4 .. 

I.o.~.the :latter of .t!le Applicutio!l. ) 
c,t the City ot HerL':osa Beach, ) 
Cal~rornia1 to construct a per- ,) 
mD.nent 'grade crozsi!lg over the ') 

Applicat10~ No. 27386 
, ' , 

right or way ot the A tch1son, : ) 
,Topeka'anc., the, Santa .. Fe ,Railway ) 
'Ccm~any at the" intersection ot .. ) 
Eigb.th Street end'Railroad. Drive ) 

, in,,: sa io. C1 t y. ' . /. ) 

. , 

M. Telletzoll, City Attorney, City of Ber:losc Beach, 
, tor "81'pli;c8n t;', S •. K. lc·cItwooc., and c. ;t~ Connolly, ' . 
. tor, The A,tchiso!l,'. Tc,eko and Santa· Fe Railway " 
,Company" i::1 te';-ested ~arty. . ' ',~ 

O'?I!~ION ... -~----
• t· I, •. 

,Th~ a~9v~-nu::l'oered applicetioc, tiled by the City or Be:":lOS$ 
• , ~ I •••• , • ~'.'" • ~ • I 

.. Bea.eh, , \ 

. . ' 

seeks cutllor.ity~o construct, Eighth Street at grade across the 
• • • , I U.' 

track' Redondo B~aneh' line ot The Atchi~on~ To~ek~ end Sant'~ Fe 
I '. .. " " ,,',' ..• 

. 'singlo 

Railway, CO:lpany. '; . .. '. .. ~ 

. Formal !learing i!l the me. tter W<7.LS held. at los AngelGs bet'ore 
" . , ... 

" ,.', . , . . 
_, '~iner Ager .on May 23, 1946, at which ti=e it was duly, su'b!U1tted and 

• ••. ' .• ,1 • '", , 

,is,now.ready tor deciSion. 
, . .' '" .;. . 

,The record 3,hows. that Eie;hth Street has been dosignc.tcd 'by 
, ' , Ii' , ' . . , . , 

th,o" ~tD.tc ~ghyJc.y' Dopartm~.c.t a,s a ~treet, of maj or ic.portonce, and that 
I ' ., • I • 

it, extends, t~om Eor~o$e Avon~c on tho west, to 'Cacino Real' on 'tho east~ 
• -I 4 /I. . '.. ,,,.;' .•.. , ~..' • 

e, ,d;ista~ce. o~, e.'pp;t"O.Xim.at.~lY 2,000 teot. It is. p~escntlY i~prov¢d with 

~ twon ty-ti v.c t,oot !:3 eadam roadway, with. !lO curbS or walks. The 
. . '. ." ".' .', . . 

Rogiona~l ~~an.c.ins C,?=is~ionhaS indicated t,hat !lone of its plans p:-o-

. poso a widening or .~~1S, str~ct, 'nor d~OS it ep.pe~r th3.~';therC~JOuld 'b0 . 
• 0, • ,.' • • , 

• /II ., t 

any local need theretor • 
., '.' . . ,', . " . 

, A,t ,one. :ti!:le a gre.d.,e ~pa:t:C'.ti0D:. o,~ t~'be:- cons·truction was ill 
• I' • ,. 

place .. o'Ver the S~n~a, Fe tracks at this location, wbich provided a. 'means 
., ..oj', , :.' .... '~..," '. ; 

-l'-

/ 



• ' 
A"F '! F.2 0-:;" 4 

ot t'revel' tb.rOl.leh. t'ne area.' Tl".is st.rl;.ctu:::e was allowe'd, to ~e,terior.e.te, 

however,' enc.' has' recently "been' conde::uied and' re.:noved by the Ci t'y or. 

!ier!:lose. Beach.- Applicant's c'ont'ention is t'hGt a gr2de' crossing' Sho'uld. 

now be coristrilct'ed to repla'ce the s't::"l.lcture formerly in eXi-stance' .. 

The ev1de'nce zllowS' that, the cOSt ot an. overhead structu:-e 
.. , ,,' (1)' 

wOl.ll'd be a subste!ltiel sum, and tbattlle' City 13 in no posi t~on tina::.-

cieliy to c1.etra:r su:ch co:st.. It is proposed, it' per:litted'oy the CO:­

::'1ss10n, to cons'iruc't the' gra<1e cros'sinS with. grades ot approach ot 

iz% descend:(ng to tbe tl"sCkS' froii the ec·st and 10% descending to t.he· 

tracks trom the west: Applicant contends that tb.iz c:-o:::sic.g is neees­

si teted so e.s to per.ci t the f:ee' flow ot tra!"tic to end trom the busi­

ness sect:!:o!! or the c1 ty, ~miich is located on the west side of the 

railroad, and adjacent to Eer60se Ave~~e. ~e ~earest crossi~gs over 

tllese tracks ere at. prese~t lOCated tot Pi<:r Avenue, 0.3 !nile to tho 

north and at Second street, 0;5 ~lc to,the south. 

~vo roadways ot Railroad Drive are in oxistence parallel and . 
i.Ciaod,1e.tcly adjacent to the railroad trockz. Eighth Street) if' con-

structed at gracie ~ would also cross 'these two roadwetyz... "While tbe 

vo1U!Ilo of traffic 'on the railroad consists or approximately throo 

trains por woek in each direction, tho 'sc'r'vicc is not portor.cod at 

eny 'schedulod t1.:e, ind. tllcro is', thorcforo.,no way 'oy wtic~ r:lotor1sts 

could bc'c'o'me tS!:lil,iar \'.'i t'h the 'proba:b1c ti'i:lo tllo t'rai::.s :igb.t 'pass 

t'hrOo.gb. the el"ca ~ 

Expcr'ic:lco e. t :m'ny 'locat~ons 'si:nilar 'to tha!t i'nvolvcd lloroin 

h:asindicat'ed tha't tbe accident hazara, because of the grade:s or 
approa·cb. a::.d 'the intrequeie.y of 'the rail .QCrvements., is partico.le:-ly 

e:cute', end tha't it an accident VJere t.o take place 'at 'tllfs locoti'on., it 
, 

wou'ld., by the 'very'.aature or toe crosii~g, a1::los.t certainly i:lv,olve 

I , 



• 

residerits or the City ot Ecrtlose. Beach .. .. 
The record shows that view eonditions at this loc~tion 

would be seriously i6paired; and evon though train spoeds ere restric~ 

tf;d. to titteen .ciles per hour, it would be difficuit to ::..nstall ab.:; 

type ot· protection. ·.IJ.bic:c. would insire the $8.tety of persons dcsiriilg 

to travel through the eroa; 

The topography is zuch as to lond itseir naturally to the 

construction or a grildeseperntion ~t this location; but it; az the 

testimony Shows, the city is without tundi to erect such a structure, 

tlie Comirlissiot! wOllld be remiss i.e. its resporisibi11ty it it were to 

p'er!tit the const=ucitioll and use of a gte.(~:e crossing wi tll grades or 
approach such as are proposed. :Fui-tller th~ this, we ~re !lot con.:. 

viriced that the use or the existing crossings ovor these trecks r~­

quires excossive travel distance, and a thorough review ot the record 

leads to the: concll.!sion that the applica:10!l should be denied:. The 

foilowing ord¢= wil~ so provido. 

ORD.ER ..... ~ ~--
Tho City or E~rmosa Boach bevirig =ado applicdtion tor P¢=~ 

:isslon to construct Eighth Streot at grado across thO track ot Tho 

Atchison, To p'ci..a and Santa 'Fe Rail way Co.t:lpenY; a. publi c hOC1ring he. v1ng 

been bold, a~d tho matter being urider sub=ission and r~ady tor docision, 

IT IS EZREBY ORD~~ that the a~~ve~~ntit;cd ~pEiiC3tro; bC 7 

and it is hereby doniod:. ..... 
~ 

The erfocti7o date or this order shall be twonty (20) days 

froe tho date horcof. 

\ 

. \ ", 
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