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Decision No._ OS2 ﬁ'%
BEZFORE TLE RAIZRpAD COMISSION OF TIZ STA?".O. CALIFOQNIA

Ia.the matter of the Applicution
of the City ol Bermosa 3each,
California, to construct a per-
maneat grade crossing over the
right of way of the Atchison, .
Topeka and. the, Santa Fe Railway
‘Cempany at the” intersection of
Eighth Street snd Raler"Q Drive
-ia. said CL 2L '

Application No. 27388
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¥. Tellefson, City Attorney, City of Zermosac Beach,

Toxr’ anplicant H. K. Leckwood aad C. L. Coanolly:

. for.The Atchi son; Tepeka ead Senta-Fe Ra*lway

‘Comoany, intereeted party. vt ' ,

cINION
- The above-numbered app’icution, riled by tne City of Herosa
Y
* Beach seeks autno*ityﬁto constracv Eighth Street at grade ac*o:s the
~single‘t:apk Bedogdo Branch line of he AtchiSOn, Topeka and Santa Fe
Reilway Cozpany. |
. Formal nearinb in tne mauter was held av Los Angeleu e'ore

M-Examiner Ager. on May 23 1946 at wnich z4~e i* was culy aubmitted and

ot

T

. is. now ready forydecislon.

. The record 3hows, that nignth St*ect hus becn doaignutca by
3 tho State Eighway Departmcnt as a stroet of major imporoance aﬂd tnat
it axtcnds ﬁrom Ebrmoua Aveate on the west, to Camino Roal on tho east
a disvance of approximatc*y 2,000 rco,. I* is,prcsently improVAd with
8 tuwenty-Ifive oot macadam roadway, witn 20 uvbs or walks. The
. Regional Plenning Comm o“ has 1ndic ted tnat none of its plano pro-

- poso a widening of xp; streot nor doos it appear that there would bo

any local necd thercfor.
A% one tize a grace separavion of timbe* constructzon was in

',place .over the Santa Te tracks at this location, which provided a means

-la




4.o27see st P.2 of 4

of travel through the area. This structure was allowed to deterioxzate,
howeééf; ané hias' recently deen condeaned and removed by the City of
Hermose Beach. Applicant's contention is that & grade'grossing-shdaxd
now be constriucted to replace tné structure formerly iz existence.

The evidence ghows that the cost of en overhead structure
would be a substential sué%)and that the City LIz in 20 posit;on finaz-
cially to defray suchk cost. It £s proposed, if permitved by the Coz-
sission, to construct the grede crossing with grades or approach of
12% descending to the tracks from the ewst and 10% desceading to the
tracks from the west. Applicant confends that this crossing is neces-
sitated 50 as tp permit the free flow of traffic to and from the busi-
ness secticn of the city, which is located on‘phe west side of %the
reilroad, exd edjacedt to Eerioss Avenue. The acarest crossisgs over
these tracks sre at present located at Picr Avenue, 0.3 zile to tae

north and at Second Stréet, 0.5 mile to the soutl.

Two rosdways of Railroad Drive are in cxistence parallel and
irnediately sdjacent to the reilroad tracks. Zighth Strect, if con-
structed at grade, would also eross These two rOadwéys~ Waile the
volume of traffic on the railroad consists of approximatel& Lhreo
treins por week in ocach dircetion, the sScrvice is not performed at

eny scheduled %ime, and there is, therefore,no way by which motorists

could becomo faniliab with the probabdble time the Trains mighz*pass

throdgh the erea:

ﬁxpeéibdcc at many locatfons -similar to that involved horcin
has indéicated that the accident hazard,because of the grades of
approach azd the infrequency of the rail movements, is particularly
gcuve, and that if an accident were to take plece -at ‘this locetion, it

wo&ld, by the very nature of the ¢rossiag, alaost certainly iavolve

]

(1) ‘No derinite figurcs as to ‘tho probable cost wore offorcd.
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feS%deﬁts of the City of Fermosa Beacdh.
The récord skows that ¥iew Coadiviohs at this locatioh
- would be éeriously ispaired; and even though train speeds ere restrics
ted to fifteen ﬁileé per hour, it would be difficult to iastall 8Ly
type of protectiok which would insixe the safety of persons desiriag
to travel through the area:

The topography is Such as to iend itself zatirally %o the
gonstruction of 2 grade separution st this location; but if; as the
testimony shows, the City i3 withou® funds to erect sich e stricture,
the Commission Would be remiss in its respossibility if it were to
permit the construction 2ad use of a grade ¢rossing with gradeé of
approach such as are proposed. Fubther than this, we are not con=
vinced that the use of the existing crossings over these trecks re-
quires excessive travel distance, and a thorough review of the redord
lcads to the codclusion that the application should be déaied. The

following ordecr will So provide.

SRDER

The City of Fermosa Beack ha¥ing =adé application for per-

zission to consStruet Eighth Strect at grado actoss tho track of The

Atchison, Topeka and Sante ¥e Railwey Compeny; @ public heafing hoving

been held, and the matter being wider submission 2nd ready for docision,
IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the aboéehghtit%cd.gpgiicatféﬁlbo,

and it i{s hereby doniod: )

The effockive date of this oxder Shéil be twon;y (20) days

fror the date hercof.
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Dated at Mﬁv_, _Californié, this 4/"*—-'@5 ol

2, 1946.

COm:ﬂ ssioners




