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39291 Decision No. -----

) 
Invezt:i.g3.tion on the Commi::sion7~ own'!:lotion ) 
into· ·t.he service "ra:t,es" cont.rac't..3 .. rules.. ' ) 
regulAtio~ .. op¢ration:,practice~" or ar.1 ) 
or them.. o! Albert E.F..aney '" doing busines:f ) 
a.z. 'top~a. canyon Public iJtility Water Sy~tem, ) 
operating a. public utility in Tracts No. 7806· ) 
and No. 8910" in TopaIlga. Car.yon, !.os Angeles ) 
Co ' CA"'o\'.(' .t ') . unty .. .~ ... or:u8.., 

--------------------------------) 
Irvi."l D. Sd.th,. Eai~on E .. Lee :md ::Jou~ De Burgh, 

!or Top31lge.Citi,zer.s Commi:ttee tor ~hool and , 
Cor::ll'!lUl'l1 ty Improveoent.. " ' , ' ' 

OPINION _ ..... _- ---

This procee~~ w~ instituted by t~e Co~o~ion on its own,QOtion into 

ill ot the opera.ting afrairs of .iJ.rx:rt, E. r~ey; doing buzi.."leS3 as '!Op.?nga C:;.nyon 

Public Ut.ili tyWater System, for t.he ~a1e a."'ld distribution or' water 1.'1., Topnnga 

Canyon in !.os Ar.geles Col.mty.' Tr.is invc3tiga.tior.. W.lS ordered. ,c3 the result. ot 

comp:!..a.ints oac.e 'oj" the TO~~"lS;J. Cit:izens Coo."!littee torSchool~c!. ~mounitY' It:lprove-
, .. ' 

ment~ . T~= orga.-uza:tion .. repre3enting the wtl.ter, usersi.."'l the,inzt'::""l.t proceeding, 

is, a. voluntn..""Y .l:Ssoci.ltionco:po:.:ed ot, 350 eitizer.s o~ To~~' Ccm:ron. This 
, , . , .. , . 

w~:terWorb furnishes wol-ter to re=ic.~...$ inTr~cts No .. 7806!f !~o. 8910anc. No~ 6915., 

local.ly knO .... 'l'l in 'I'op~"lg.l c.:.r.yon a.~. tho 'Post, Office 'I'rolCt,.. , 

Thecommit.tee illegtlsthnt ciuring the ye::..r o£ 1945 de£cnd.c.ntf~ water 
, ' ' 

~orvie¢ WolS highly unz~ti~!~ctoryand irre~i t.hat c!.u."'"ing trJ.$ period the :5Upply 

of water wa,:, whollY: iri.:5umc!.~t; that Vlater u:ser$ .... ere !orced'to pay, 'l'ullch.crsc:5 

for Wolter when most' of th~ ti:ne' no. wtl.ter'''':.5 aV·'LI;, r .. ble; ~d., th.lt dcm.."U'ld..5· tor 

rcfu.."lcis were rel'used.. It·i" further' alleged th.lt in' spit<:: of nllde!':l..-md~ .lnd.. . . 
prot.e st."., no .:lction Mz oeen "t:l.ken to c:o:-rect t.he o'ojeetiona.ble c:onc!.i tions~ ~ 
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A public he~.r.g in thio proceeding W~ held inLo~- ~olo~ b~!orc 
, 

ZXo,"'.:lliner t'lm. St.'lv(J.. 

Tracts No. 78060 .tlne!. No. 8910 cocpti!!':c :u...o ~erc~ at l.:md subCiVi<icci i,.."to 

~ . 
19~ lot.~, 3.nd :;old originclly '~e.:.o~ .~ites !or vo.cc.tion, purpo.:scs. -;.. w.:.ter ~3'te:: 

Wo.z install~d to ~ci in the s~c of the lots..Th~ origint.J. ecrtii'ieat.e .01' public 

convenience Md nec~s:;i ty t¢ .. !!;er'Ve thi:s'projeet 'Was granted. Claude F'. ~ th in 
.' . 

,~, Decision No. 27502" dated Nove::lber 5" 1934. 'l'rtJ.ct No. 6915 consist,.:; ot 20 :aere~ 

loeated o.pproxi::3.t.ely .one-q,uarte:"ot ~ cile di~c.nt £rom-the' other ~wo.. ~'h:5ie', 

this latter tra.ct ha,.,. never been certi!'icated." it is, however, interconnected with 
, . 

. . 

the origi~ utilit.y :,.rste.c. and is noV[ served~s, a. part thereot'. Wt.l.t.er is 

obt.o.ined trom two. wells and pumped CireC"'.J.y i.."'J.'!jQ. the di:ltribution :syztem. Storage 

i3 provided' by a single ~ haVi.~ ~ co.po.city of ,llO"OOO g£lllons.. There are 

22,300 :'eet 0:' m .... drw, vc.rying .trom 3/1. to 3-1/2 ,inche~in d.~eter. 'Tho ":crritory 

involv~d i:= loco.ted on the ec.3tern -slope 01' ToptU'lga,Car.yon" tour _~d. 0. hnltmiles 

trom the oee3n. The bedrock to:o:::ation ot t."'.is section o!Top..1llgo. Ca.'Von i~ -
, , 

mainly gr~te. Thehouse~ arc built on the sto~p'and pr¢cipit¢u3 sidos o! the. 

c~on. The terrain :served. ...,~es' 500 !CII't in clovt.:t.ion ~t is ::upplicc. n-evort.h~ 
, , 

le~s c.5. ~ zingle' opere-ting zone. ' Water is'di£!ieult to _obt.:lin trom unde'rground 

~ou:rces, th~ only supply-being .t'Otl."ld .in t:is~urc:» .:m.d pockets in shettered or 
, ' 

.t'a.ulted .t'or::J.; ... tions. A."'J. a.doquoltc . .:J."ld suS+...r.incd well ~ourel"J h.,~ not as yet .~~ 

lOCll.t¢d <iuri."'lg the entire oper~ting history o.t'th!.~ utility. Tho general problem 

of wa.tcr supply int.h!." CQ.se i:s id~ntie£l.l with thc.t. oot.lL1 mnc'on thta ~j~ent 

~yst~ operAted ,by R. 'VY. Sparling, Inc .. " .an inV'o~ig3tion-ihereo! by the cO.:ssion 

or. ito own J:iotion !l0"l: b~ing currently Oc.1."ore U!: •. (Case r;o. 482l). 

Albort E. Han~ ::..cquired thcorigin.U syst~ in 19:39~. Th?:r~a!t~r he 

hAsdrillod. eight well" 1."'J. vAriO~ location3 in 0. seriouz c!.t'ort to ob~ 

, ' , 

are !rom 8· to lOinches in di&':lcter and !rom 175 'to 500 feet deep. The Wolt<:r 

yield hAS been highly, c!iscourr?g:ing" rto.."l.girJ.g fro::110 t.o 20 gnllolW per minuto. J..t 
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the pr~s~nt.time 3llw~ll~ except two ~ve bcen~~doned.One of·the 'abendone4 

well~ located ne<lr the :latural chan."lcl of '1'op~c. Creek W:..:J 'condemned by' tho ' 

County Bourd. o! Heal:th, 'as cont.9::rllj·"'tcd; the. others were ~ixl."1doned because production 

w~s e:<r.al!Zted ~tcr short periods 0: P1.l:llPi.:;"g. Of the two we1l3 noYl 1."1' opera.tion~ 

the, l..:I.:;t one d.rill~d. hM ~ .c.:lXi.::lum output of but 20gillon!3per minute, or 

28,800 gallons pcr day. 

Customers in these three trActs te3tificc t~t th~ are not rccci~"lg 

continuously sU£!er~d. from dQily interruptions in 3crviee during the su=mcr 

month3 l'astillg !rom scv(:r:ll hoUl".s to ,evorzU. d:.ly~. Msid.cnts locntod at the' lower 

level~, obtain !nOre wt'?owr tM..."'J. thosoin the higher" clev3.tion~~ a situation nntur~y 

developing !ro::. the present ill-ad.vised. .:l.."1d., unnecessa."'"ilyexpensive method of 

a.ttempting to ::;upply the entire distx:'ict without esU3.blishir.g intermedio.u 

pressure zones .... 

'Tbe evidence 'shows that bes:idcs the .::w.:in end origirJDJ.' ,service a:rc:!., 

d.e!enc..:.ntw.so' is nowsorving 'YI~tor under cont.r.:l.ct. to three ot..'eX" re~ 'ost.':.te 
, ' , 

,projeets. 'l'hoscare Tr~ct$ No. 7320:, 92?:7 and 938;,.to~ 160, acrez" gener3lly 

re!erred. to conectively c.s the BoMell' Tra.ct .. - In t.his', nC'N dist..""iet t.here ~re 

64. consumers, 43 baing metered..: Del'end~t" ~t..:wed l.. 7tlilt;)s or p1~ line to 

re~ch the ~r.nell !~C't... UrJ:ort.\!M.t<:ly thi3', exT.ell3ion is 'cntirely i.~de~te iXl 

size" being 'out. 1-l/2 inches in di~~t..er, thereby e:'e~t~'a serious !rietion. 

loss under: an, exctlssivelyl".ig."'l. pressure.. Water "is delivered ageinsi :3. head. o! 

725 feet i."1to ~ 25"OOO-gallon· =t.orase t&"lk in' 'Ir:l.et XJo. '9?Z7 " ,'throe ~c; ~ hal! 

mi1c:3!ro::!l the well. Trc.et N'0.",7320 !or:norlYw~ :;uppl:icd wi,'th water 'by'l'o~ne~; 

Park Mut\!a.l W""ter Company 3nd Tracts No. 9287 and 938;b7 Topansa Ca."lYon ~t.ual 

• '. '. • I 

scpcrllte written agrecmt::ntz with each or Solie. Clt.W, compl1.."lies" entored ,into, in 
" , 

1943. Those. agreements ~e sub:tc.ntiAlly 'the s<.:.ce n.."'J.d" ~!lg othor tfo.il::l,gS~ provicio 

for,a monthly ~,ch1U"ge 0: $~.OO tor 3,,000 gc.llons o!'wc.ter .::n~ 75p perl,OOO 

gallons tor usc in exeos'", thereof. ,These contra.cts ru.:.ve never 'been, .:::.uthoriZ<.1d 'by 

nor filed with this Cocm:ission. 
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Wtl.t~r users i.."l the contract or ::nltual water cO:lpany S!'ell.:: testi1.'ied. 
, , 

that be~ides t~~g Over their ~~ter ~Jsteoz to de~en~"lt they Al30 agre~d'to 

donate to him ~2,OOO toward th.e const:-uction o~ t1".e intercon."l.ecting pipe line, 

To date onl:r Sl;020 of the ~b::c:rib<ed-n::lOunt has been actu,illy paid in. At p:re::~t 

these people ar~~ Oi..ot o!"vro.t.er most o~ the ti::e d.ur..n~ th~ ~er 8.."ld.!f.Jl months 

in the county. 

or Top.s.."lga. Ca."lyon, the record. disclose:: tlmt d.e!"endtl."l.t ha:3 other .:lgreomentz out-

stO.l .... ding to cxt~~nd. service to two more rc':u estll.tc project~ i."l the uPP9r rea.ches 

of: the ~yon:, 

Tra.ct No. 39J..J.. - Formerly sel"'V'~ bY' V.!tera.."l Spri."'lgs ~ut.1.12.l ri.:lter 
Colupa:'lY. 'Area SO tl.cres. Supplied at present 
with water tro::l,' a well or. the 'tr.:lct. 

Tract No. 6943 - Top~"leaOaks - For.=erljsupplied withwll.ter !rom 
t .... ,o vlells :'7 TOp3.."lea Oa.ks ~~ut'Ual ~'iater, Co:::pa."lY. 
krea l20 nere:::. ' 

, ' , 

to the e!!cet th."lt oervice, h..~ betm. and 3till is ir.tor.::litte!lt c.."ld insui'ticiont 

during all 01.' the zummor and fill tlOnth.:s. Th.e' wo:ta- cu~to.o.er3 unJl."limou::ly de::a.nd ."l 
. .. . 

more ll.dequate ll.."lc. depend.c.ble s~:""lice c.."ld th.'\t t.his service be i'J."":'lished by dc!end.a..."lt. 

~:.r. R~ ~_ Sutherlr'.."ld" one o! the Co:::r..i~sion'::: hydr:,,-ulie ongineers .• 

1.'or the poriod. 1911 to 1945, i."lclusi~/c. t. ~7 of the opera.ti.."lg ~t.ll. filed with 

the Co:::l""..i~~10n by the 1..1:.ilit7 1.'1 it.~ n.."l."l'Ull.l r~port; prep.:l!"od by the CoO!d~!I'io!:' s 

ene;ineor is set· forth below: 

It.-:!m 

Fixed Cnpi t.?l 

Opcr1l.ting Rovenuc~ 
O:?er~ t.ing E.."(pon:'~:!l 
Not Opcrnting Revenues 

19L.l 

$16,068 

$2,296 
1.702 

$ 594 

10 42 ~ 

$16,.843 

C2,505 
4:2;.~ 

$1, 72S~ 
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191.,2 ~ ~ 

$l6;eJ...3 ~6,993 Cl6,993· 

~;367 $3,Oll $'3',467 
_2./)(17 l.z 1.~2 8 1°86 ,.. 

b4~ <':'l L.2l* ~4,6l9*'. 'iii .... , -
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Ur. Sutherland te:t.i!ied. tha.t the above figure~ D.~i"iled.are wholly 

unrelia.ble be:cause o£ the confusion .existing in the utility's aceount.~ whieh eombine 

t.he _ pr'ivo.te blls1.ncss enterprise" o! 'both de!encm."'lt tu'ld his vri£et.md do not pcmi t. -

rec.ciy 0:-. ar.y :~ tis£aetolj" ~egrego.tion. This' ' condition is 30 serioU3in t.he revenue 

c~timate or' the results oi"opero.tion .. 
, -

~~ 1945, 54 ~etcred utility 3e~t.icco on the three ~ trcct: ~ed 

352,000 cubic 'feet 01" wat~r and 43 metered contr~ct service: 1."1 'the. three so-called 
. . ' , 

mut.uiJ. di~trictl!$ used 178,.000 cubic !\:ct of W"~ tor" or ;.Lppro;C.6c1.tely onc-r..cl: o! the 

meAsured water dclivcric, .. ~.' Suthcr~"1d r¢co~enecd~di~te rostriction.o! 
I 

w~ter tol"COO cubic ~eet oach,~onth per cons~cr i."1 order to provice a more f~ 

distribution of wo.ter :::"'"LOng uti1i~y patrons. ' The Co=S5ionfs.or.:gin~ !1.lrthcr . 
'. 

rccoml'!lendeci 'th'~t the,origir..;u, utility co~ers in the ccrti!ieo.ted c.rM be . 
, , 

rcturnod their rights to p:ior entitlement ~~ ~gul3r co~umor, be!orc,ri.,ywct.cr 

o.t all be sold 'to, the -otht:r and l.:.ter consu:no::-stakel'l over by- de:i'ondc.nt 1."1' 'the 

mutut.:l. and/or contrcet t.erritoriClS .. --

Mrs.: A.. E. Hruley tcsti:i'iod that when she f.l.Ild her hu:;o~d tirst c.cquircd 

thispuolie ut:Ui'ty· waterwor~ 7 the existing' well alrec.dy w~' d.ir:!inishing in t:low 

.:me. not'long a;C'ter tillod to proc.uco zilti"ieiont wat'cr to' meet dOmo.n~. . /.. nl!W well 

W~ drilled which !irst produced an :l..-tcsit.."'l :'''low 0:30 gillOM '.por minute. 'l'his 

quantity .of. ·w(J.~ ... cr WOoS eonzidorcd, "'"' more thA."'l su1:i"ieient to 5UPPly tho. existing 

requirements end service thc::-e!o::-e wn.::; e;.:tcndcc!. to Tr.:.ct No., 6915. H.oVl~vcr ~ 'toh(;) 

.:U-te~iM. wo;ll :;oon beg.-.n to dl)creQ.Sc sorio1.:.sly in yield 'n.nd, new wells were drilled. 

It'wa:!' to obtAin mo:"c .sourceso!r\.."Vcnue to, !1n.:.."'l.ce "I:oll'cr...lling".Urr. .. ibne"J 

testi!'i~d" thAt led 'to t.n\: ~gI'ccmcnt.s to serve' 'the vari01.!S rc.::l estate develop

ment." inadjc.ecnt 'tt:rritOry .. Urs~ F..c..."'l.ey contend::!" howev~r" that the .::.grce::1cnts 

.' ~tered' into' v:l th the v:uoiou,s ::utu~ w~ ter cO::l~~.ie~ :"nc!.. oth~r . con:ro.mor groups ~o 

strictly privn:to, ontcrprisesano: .0.:; ::;ueh i.."'l nowise ,ir.ter1:ercwith nor arcthoy .c.ny 

.. pm"to! their public uti1it~ .. ol>''!ru~oM .. 
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In t.h~L.s co:-.nection it should b~ pointed' out thtl.t it 'VIaZ' a" long time 

subsequent to the dedication ot the origi."llll "r.ll.te:- production a.."ld distribution 

1'acilities t'o the public use, tMt de!enda..'"1t, ",lithout leg:U. authoriza::.io:l !'rom this 

Conmli~s10n,ext(,nd.ed ~a.id.product.ion and diet.ribution !acilitie~ to !lerve the new 

eOnSll.merS ul'lder t.he purpo~cd. ~ivatc contract!:. The law is we~ :zcttled th..'\t.~ch 

private ~~s car.,not be ca..-.red Ol.'t o~ a. dedieat.~d public utilitY'·."ater supply and. tlult 

such contracts create no ri?hts 'which. are not :ru?ject. t~ control by', th~ St.ate. 

Un1'ort'W"l3.tely the lilllited. water re:;ources 01', th!.s Systo..""l. mke the cxt.en~ionto, new 

consumers ~~ untair burden'upon the regul3r ut~ity COn~~rs ~'"1d ~ot be 

·permitted. (1) (See Deci~ion !Io. 26529 1.'1 "tcl-..::.ehnci Cn:ttleCompapy: ~/~. K~m !~l:t."d 

C."In31 Cor:roa:'ly - 39 C.R.C. 78, and Decisior. ~0~27722, dated. February J..., 19?5; 3l~ 

Hancock "Is. East:Side I:~ Co. 20' C.R.C. 205.) 

Section SOa. o! the Public Utilities Act 01' the State of Calitorni~,. · .... hieh 

require~ a ce~i~~cate otpublic conv~~nee ~d neecs~ityr~m the Ra1l.-o~d Commi~ 

place i."l tl:is i."l$ta.."lce,. v:~: desig:.'l.ed sp~eUico.lly, to protect th" i.."ltero::ts of 

consumers in non-ce.-titi~~ted te:Tito~J not on1yh~~ ~criouslydeprivod t~e 

rogular public utility wat"!r CO>l:ru::J.l!r~ ot the adequat~wat~=- ~p?ly .""'"1d ::e:'Vice to . ' .. 

is conclusive that tor::t.l11Y Y'ol!J:r: J...'l.st pa:t it has b.-:o:'l comr:on knowledge i.."l 
Note· (1): Act. fo~: Regu1at!.ono~ "Jater Co~""l.ies. St.atu:t..es 19l3, Cb.3.p~r80, 

p a.ge 8J...~ ~s a:a~c:!ed.· . 

S¢c. 5. ")'lhe::lc"Ier the· rnilroad .co::mi~sion? .::s.ttcr {;J, hea.~ng r.ad u,on i t~ own. 
motion orU""~:l co:nplaint, silill t'i.'1ci t.h.1.t a."lY w.::s.t~ cot:pt!.:ly v.hich is .::l. ~lic .. 
ut.i1ity operating; within this state :u:.3 reached the limit o! its'capa.city to supply 
m:.t.er and that no' !urther conzu:l~r~ of W.l.ter can b~ s1.."Pplied ,fro:::. the . sy3'tem: ot . 
.such utility wit.'lQut, inju.-iou~ly withd:a~ing the supply wholly orin part!rom 
tho~e who ~ve th'eretofo:'e 'oee:l,:uppliodby :uch corport\tion,. the railroad 
cOtl:Ilis~ion mtJ.y order \3.'1d requiro thl1.t. no such corporation shnll fur.d:m 'Wt.l.tor to 
:J:'.y·n<tw or ~c!d.itio:uU. con~'r::; tmtU ~eh ordor ie v3.Ctl.t.ed or modified. b:r the 
~aid.cocie"ion. ff 
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ToP.?rlSo. ~yo:n that. ~u~t.nn<:d pump1ng o! the 10¢.ll wells· rapidly drtJined t.heir cone:: 

o! percol..'\tiil.s waters with no co:npens~ti:lg replenishment.Sueh',h:3.d. Wli1'on:Uy ~en 

the ~ctu~ expe~lenee ,01' the ~ner~ o! this .utilitywith tbesingIe exception ot 

th~ condec.ned'well.. Mrs. Eaney te:;t.ified tbo.tboth ~he .::.nd the de!end.e.nt ~ere well' 
. , . 

aw.o.re tha.t th(~y MC. ~ut!'icient W3.ter resources to meet. s~ti:;!o.ctorily ev.en 

existing syst~:tl dem..'l.nd:), bot.h 'before :lnd at thc'til:le t.he vD.rious service extension 

cont.ro.etzwera entered i."lto" ~ts well a~ ,o.t pro5t:r..t. L"lthc~'"lto! 't.hi3 roeord 
, .' 

it is dl.!!icuit to comprehend, fI.nde<."l"'t.a.i.."lly i:npo3siblc .to ju:titY· dc1:er.~~t f 3 

reeklc3sd.i,~go.rci ot· the J?ubJ.ic int.ere:rt. ~~d 'the ris."'lt.s ot hi:: conzu:ncr:: through 

Under thes¢ circ1.lJ:lZta.ncos no eol.Orsc isopcn 'to .t.his Co::u:li3sion other thc.n.to orci.or .. ' , 

do!endAnt. to diseontinue!urther 'vlt':ter service !~ dcCieo.tcd. public ~ility 

SOurC~5 c.nd: !c.cilities outside o! 'l'r.lct:l !;o. '7806, S910':""ld 6915 '~.prOv:i.C:ed in 

the £ollovr...ng ord.cr. Such excluded .:::ec..s,' no" longer ent.i tJ.cd to ',~blic utility 

~dd:!.tio~ w~t.or i$ eocured. b"J de£end.:."lt :m!"!'ie!.ont t.o :supply rc.o.sona.bly the entire 

t\rC:l.. In'vicw ot tho m.:mi!e-st ho.rdsl-.ip which would. :'esultin, 3t:.ddcn discont.i:nu.:ll'1ee 

o:r~ w~tor ::;I~rviee~thesc outside contrc.ct 'anc./o; :m:.tu.a.l W.:l.tCl". eoc~Il7 ~~~ 

nowzervod., a..."ld" furthc:"tlOre" invi~, 0'1' the good. .faith in~1hicr. t~osc neW eon::wnc~ , 

hl3.ve dc~t witb defcnd.::.:lt" this restriction v.'ill not. be pl.:J.ced ine!!eet untU 
I 

December 31:st of" tr.i3 year. This 5hould. provide o::lplc timei"or all· concerned 1;.0. ' 

provide for proper w~ter supplies. 

It ap'pc.:\rs £,:'00 the record 't.h.:.t s<.!rvl.CO 3.S now render~d ir. ':r~et ~10.6943, 

To~a OcJt.3 Trc..c't" J!nd., Trli.C't No. 3944".. Vtlter.:..ri:: Springs 'I'r~c't" is notpublie 
, 

utility in eh..~.n.ctore.r.d tJ.S euch is 'not Uo"ldcr 'the jt:.."'"isd!.ctioncmci controlo!· 'the 

Rcilroad. Comr-..ission. Nc:ither tract is :-.o'/l .cor.nceted with or served by or through 

the ccrtit'iee:ced P".c.ney ~y3't~. Under <::c.stir..g' eonCit.ions of dctcnQ.."l't's wc.ter . , 

supply, such connceti?n will not be countc~ccd by t.h;t" Co:cl.::;:o;ion •. ' 

In vi<:w, or 'the con!u.:;¢d stAt.o of t.he rocord .~. t.his proce<:ding" ovidence 

is 'who~ ~"lZu!:riciont. t.opc!"!llit the e:su:tblish::c:lt o! .'l. proper oclledule o! r!::t,~~ 
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for the certiticated ,public utility serlice upon the standard pr3.Ctice~ rollowed 

u~1:.ally by thi:; Co.c::nission in such :a.tter~. However, in view of the .al::lo:rt. 
, , 

identical prob1e~ and ~allel o~rAting cond:tions exi:tingwithin. a..."ld on the 

. ac!.jacent water system. opcr~tec. by R. -.;;. SpaX-l.ing, !nc~, in 'IOp.;L.."lgD.Canyon,. it 

AppeD.rS tha't it will ~jU3't anc. rea:;onable 'to· e~t.:l.blish the ~e :;¢heCulc o! 

. :"11 te s fixed for sa:i.d 3ystem 'o'rJ this Co=:ssion in .c~1..Se No. '482l, to remain 

effective until such time Cl.3 ::10::'0 certD.in cond.itio~ obt.'lin •. 

Dc!~end...1.."lt Htl.ricy,h.:l..'$ :indiC-"tec!. hi~ desire and~tent to bring in A 

Rot.'l..""j" well drilling rig tone. I1tt.eC?t to b~~ in w~ter at a greater depth th.m 

existing CA.."lYon 'Wells. 1.::r. F..::me;r is by profession .':I. well-dr1ll~r A.."ld hAs ~3t:U'ied 

that he believes w~t¢r c.:.n anc.shoulc.be found' 'bctw~cn present drilled depth:: 

in the C.~on ~"ld 1,000 feet.· Thecit.i.zc:w' committee ando'thereon:umers under 
, , 

the dcfendant':5 va.~ouS water systecs hAve expressed a willingne~s.to pay the ~c 

rates to be esta.blished I.l.."lc.er sim:S,' ar' circ\l.':lStance~ and. conditioM on, ~he said 

R. ~'l~ Sparlir.g,Inc,,,,Systec, ~roVid.cd said d..::fendant will ma.i:e ill rcazor..Able 

efforts end use due dilligence in <:!r.J.ling for a..."lC. obWning ::lOre. WAter. ,It 

therefore appear~ proper that t!'-.is proposal be' ac.eeptcd and e).ven· a fair· trial, 

subject, of coc.rsc, to !uture review whcnev-:::conc.ition.s so W3...""%'atlt..; it-Will, 

thcrcforc,'be so or.dcred. 

In' conclusi0rl, the Railroad Com::lilS'sion dC3ires to poi."'lt out to all 

rcsid<mts of Topanga. ~·O:'l tiJ.<::.t the entire Undcrerou."'ld gt:ologic st.rueturcin 

this ca.von is 3uchthat s~i'icient ~:atcr ca::.not be develo~~d ceonomicilly to, 
, . . 

me-:t ill neccssuy prcecnt wa:t.er ru~c::c::.ts.. 'Inevitable !'uturc orowthv,rill 

de:lLlJld the irnpor-...a.tion oi' watc:, :!roCl. !'oreign. sources • ... hi~h :r.aybest bG aceompllihed 

through :lome WlltC!"-ciistrict type 01' orgD.ni~tion~ 'Iher..ea,:,uro~Adopted '07', the 

Comrr.ission in t.his. in.s~nee, ~ well a.:; in. the lO.."lc!.-ed. Sparling e.a.:;e",. arotor: 



e: 

. The Cot'lmi~~ion~ on i~ own J:l.Otion" h::!.Ving wtituted Jln investiglltion 

into the various phases ot th~ operation andpracti¢es o! Albert E. Raney" doing 

business llS Topa.."'lSa. Co'lOYon Public Utility Wa.ter Sy~te.c.,.:l. public heariIlghaving 

been held ther~on". ·the :natter having .been .subci tt.ed . a.."ld the Comm!.ssion being now 

tully advised in the premises" 

IT IS r:EREBY FOtJND ;.s A F A':t t.hat the ra.t.es now chtJrged by Albert E .. 

Haney, do~"lg business as Topanga ~on Public Utility ~later Syst.c.r:l,'!or water 

supplied to Me customers· in the unillcorpora.tcdarea ~o ... .n as Post O:~icc Tract . 

and con.sistingo~ 'l'racts ~o .. 7806, 8910 and 6915" Top~a Cal"lj"On, ~:; Angeles 

County, are unjust a.."ld ~c.a.son.u.blc :L"l' so !er c.s they di!'!cr !~omthe ra.tes 
~ , ~ , . 

,herein ~3t.lblichee.", Md th~t the rates he:-ei."l establli,shed are just .:L."ld .re~onD.ble 

rates to be chargod. for the service rcnc:.cr~c., and 'b.:l.si.."'lg its ord.er" upon the', 

foregoing :ind.ir.g:s 'of fa.ct. .-:one. upon !'u..-ther sttl.t<::l<mts of !.:l.ct eont.Uned. in the 

Opinion which precedes this Order',. 

IT IS :IZREBY ORDERED that :.Albert. E •. HA."lej", doing business' M 'l'0ptl.."'l83. 

~'\tlyon Public Utility Wc.ter Syste:n, '00' ~"ld he is hc:-cby a.uthorized and. directed' 

to rUe in 'qu::tdrupl1cate". in con!or.:lit:r v.'ith General Order !Jo. 96 o!.'tho Ro.ilro~ 
, . .' 

Commisoion" within thirty. (30), day:s !roe the da.t~ o~ thi:s Order" the' !ollowing 

:schedule ot r3.tos to be charged: tor ~ watcr':service rendered h!.3 cu:swmer::. in 

'I'r:::.ctt: No.7eJ:J6". 8910 and 691S·" 'l'o~o. Cru-.yon"..I.os Angeles . County". ,on 'and ' 

. c.rtcr the c!.o.te of thi:sOrder~: 

Schl!c1.i.l<! No .. 1 . 

A'Oplieability: 

Tr~s oc~cdule is open to custoocrs ~pplying tor continuous ~crvicc onlY 
on ~ :lCnt.hly oosi:::. 

Territory: 



Schedule No.1 - Continued 

. . 
Per Meter 
Per 'MO!lth 

}/.inirnum }{.ontr.ly. Ch~gce: 

5/8 x 3/J.-1nCh mC'ter oo, 

3/J...-inch:meto%,: .oo 

l-illch l:lct.er .. ' 

.. .. . . . .. 

.. .. 
l~inchmetor .. ....... .. 

2-inch.' tle,:ter .. ' 

. . 

......... .,. 411 ...... ... - ... , ~ .... 
' ......... ,. . ........... 

-' ... 
E..'\cl::. ot: the .foregoing ''Uini:num ,1!ontr.lY' Chnrges If will 
entitlo tr.o conzll.-nur to the qu::.ntity ot w~ter which 
tMt. minimrm ::lonthly eh.:zgc will pl.:l"chaso 'a.t, the 
!ollo'V~"l.& m~onthly Qum'ltity P...:lteS:,'f 

First 300 cubic !oot, or·1<':s3 • _ .. ' ...... . " ...... , 
;J.l over :300 cubic .fee":., por 100 cubic !~et. .. '. 

$3.00 
J...~OO, 
,6.00' 

10.00 
15.00 

$3.00 , .7, 

TopClnSa. C.::l!lYon Public)1tility V'lnterSy~te:!,. be' ~U'le he is hereby dir<:et.ed to !!.lc ' , 

with this Cornmis~ion, within tJ?irty (30) dAys frOtl. and ~te:-' the da.te ot .':r~ 

Order, .l speeifieprogrCl::.: set~!orththe pl~ proposod tob(: ilwlguratod 

tor th.:. developcent ot ",dd.ition.::U. w~:ter supplies ~1.Ild pJ..:.nz tor the improvement 

in,the goneral distribution o! watc~ throughout r.i: ,ystec, including'p~. tor 

tho establi::bmcnt· o! pre:su:-e or service zones c.nd larger feeder' :n:::.in:.;" 

:;t.l.t~ent, $1so "hell 'be included showi.."'lgthe ostim:ted date ot, ~omplction of the 

's.nd ?rogr~ of improvement.:5-. 

IT IS EEREBY F'\.I'RT~ OP.!lE?.ED t.h~t zaid lJ.be=-t E. F.An.CY sh311 !i1~ 

with this Coooiszio=. on the 1'irzt dlJ.y o! oach r:lOnth, co::lCl"neing wi:th tho i'ir:st 

dAy o! Scptetl1?\:r, 19J...6, 3. deUliled report in writing, zctting!ort.:"l az 01' the 
• ,. " " , •• _ 0,'" I 

" ,"'-. ~ ',-, 

c.ate thereot the prog::'oss ~e :L."l cocpliQ.!lci'td:th the terms c£' 't.hi"Ordcr ~,~d 

reports to ,continue until "";~tlJr deve1opme!'l.t a.."ld. d!.:::t.ribut!.en projcct:s ~e ' ' 

completed, subject to ~ppro~~ot tbi: Coccission. 

-10-
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IT IS HEREBY FlJP.'1'~ OR:lERZO i;S FOU,OWS: 

1. On 3.."ld ai'ter December .31" 191.6" Albert E. Ha.."ey shalld.i$cont1nue 
:lllpublic utility w~ter .service, to cOn!:U!llers outside or the, 
'ooundn.."'ies or:Tracts No. 7806,8910- tmd,6915, ,!..os, Angeles Col.mty" 
ul'lless .:l..."ld.until said ... 'lbert E. Hane-.r:h,l,S, been granted by this 
Cotwission 0. certi!ic£l.~C:e of public eonvcnie:lce.3.:ld. 'neces:;ity 
.:l.uth<:>r1zing. such 'service'.. ' . 

. ' 

2. Within thirty (.30)' d:ly3 !rom and ~.rter t.he dat.e o{t.bi", Oreer" 
Albert E. Haney shill nOt.ify in writing, all' consu .. '\l~S served:' ' 
by hiz:t outside ~d Tracts No .. 7800".8910 and 6915 ¢t the, 
term:s' of Paragraph 1 ll.bove", end, within. torty (1.0), ~Y3 !rom.' 
.:md a!terthe date ot-;his,Order, .shall tile a "W:'it.ten 
statc.centwit,h, this Commis:!lion showing the .:l.etiOll t.'\ken by 
him. in giV'bg the noticereCl,1.l.ired h,erein'. ' , 

.. ' 

3. This' Com::liS"iOll my; on ~d :l.£ter DcceJ::lbcr 31" 1946, by 
3upp1cme~~~ order herein, dir~ctfurthcr~thll.t ~ ~tcr 
service be discontinued b"J ;J.bert E:.., ~ney in !ract. ,No. 6915, 
Los J~"l8c1o$ Cou.."lty "u:'llcss and Wltil .s.ud. JJ.bert Eo. H.:l. ... ·lt:y' 
ob~a certificc.teor public ,convenience :l.nd' no.ce3sity 
£l.ut.horizing,-· such sorvice", ::.nd./ or, unless ~"ld u.."til, :iDoid" . 
J\l"oort Eo. Ht..ney ~e:;, proper :.howing bd'ore thi" Comi5,,:ton 
thk~t he hcs ob~.,,~d ~"l ~ddit~onnlw~tcr supplysu~£iciont 
in the judgment of' this Co.c:u::i:;sion to 'juzti.i"'.rthc eontinWlt1on 
or water service in sc..id tract. . , 

'.' 

4 •. ',litbin" thirty (30) Q..1.yS !ro~ ~Ll'ld C'.ft~r tho ~t0 o£:~.'3 Order, 
AUbert E. H<lncy' shall notify illcons~cr.s ~crvcd. by hie i.."'l 
Trc.ctNoo. 6915,. 'LoS· .i,ngc::'~s . County 1 ot the ter.ms. ol'Ptlol"ngrc.ph :3 
,~,bovc" end> within forty (40) d.C.ys trot! ~da£tcr the ~tc 01' ' 
this Ordcr ,sh~ tile .:.:written 3t.s.tO~:lt with thi:( Co=~si¢n 
sho~1ing the .;:ction tcJ.ken by hi::l. i."'l, si vi::.g ~hc notice r~qui...""Cd' 
~~~o." ' 

, 
',: 

\' 'r ' 

For ell other p~-po:se.sthe ci"toctivc d..:-t4! 01' this, Order, 3h.lll be twe~ty 

, ,. 
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