
Dcei:sion Ko. 39338 

BEFORE THE RAIlROAD CO;.!l.~SS!ON OF' TH:E STATE OF C.:J.r.ORNIA 

) 
In the ~:t.tcr o!the ~:>p1iellt.ion' or ) 
'!HE WEST::&~ UNION TEL'=:CiP»H CO~~ ~,-y ) 
for ~ oreer ~u~horizir~ ~~ere~e in ) 
ro.t<':::J" eli::lin.'lt!.on ot "erviees, l\!ld ) 
rcvizions of rt.l'te:s, covered. by speci- ) 
tied Sch~dulee now on !ile with. thi!l ) 
Ccmmis3ion .l!1d as en".lOere.t~d herci."l" ). 
all.'botwccnpoints within the State ) 
of C~lifor:li:~. ) 

) 

A:>,licntionNo. 27673 

Whea.t, JlA.y~ Sha:mon 3.tl~ St.. Cl3.!r byOr~ S"!.. Clair and 
A .. H .. Connoll:y, Jr., tor the "',?plic:!:..t, the :ATc:5tern iJr.1on 
Te1.,gr~ph,Compa:ly; J. J. De"J.el and EctsonA'bel bj' J. J .. Deuel 
tor Callior~ Fa..""l:. Bueau :ec.eration; Jo~_"l J. 0 'Toolo" City 
At"!.orney, Dion R. Hole, Ae"~tQ.."lt City- AttorneY', ruld Paul I.. Beek, 
Cr.ic! V~uition a.."lC ~t.e Engineer, by P~'.!l l.. Beek :tor the City 
and County ot Sa.."! FrJlncizco. . 

RO'tr.ELt, CO~!O~"ER: 

O-P I ~ ION --.-- ........... 

In this applicatior.,' ':he Western Union 'l'elegr:'lph Co~pany reque~ts 

.luthoritj" Jto i..."erea5e . ..i~5 rates ane! modity practice" tor 1!:tr~!lt..'lt¢ te1og:-.lph. 
. .::- . " . . 

service 1."'1 C::,.litor~ \ in n.."l c.:::.ou.."1t that will nU~dn~ it:; ,over-c.ll gros~ roccipts' 

by some 10%. Appropriate noti!ie~tion W~3 given th~ O~tice o! Price Ad:d.~t~ation. 

At the h~aring in this proccedi.."lg, held '1."'1 San Frc..."'lci~co on il.uguzt 19"1946,, evid.ene~ 

wa3prcsc~tod ~"ld the matter w~s sUb=ittcd tor dceizion. ~he~estern Union :010-

nAtionwide record commu..1.ie~~1on,bU3iness 1.."'1 both i."ltcrstat~ ~"ld 1:ltra~t~te eocmercc 

between ar.d: withi.."1 ell :>! tho 1.£. states ~r.d the 'District ot Co1'Ulllbi3.,. i.."lc1udine 

the St~te ot C~li!ornia. 

In 3Upport o! its reque:st~ Western Union :'llleges that it is !ae~d with 

a !,iM.nd.o.l emergency cauzed by w::-.r,e f.\.wo.rdz gra.. ..... tee by the Nat~oM.l Wtr: 4'!:>or Board' 

on Deeember 29" 194$" req,uiring it. to make ce:-t~ retro:J.ctivc' wage po.y:::lent.:J 

amounti."1g :t.o a COl'!lputec $31,000 ,000 tor ~ervicesrenderE!d to, it "oy i't.5 e:npl o::ee3, 

prior to DcecI:ber 29-" 191.5, and to !!lAke certain 1ncrell3es 1."1 w~ge payment.5 
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beg:i..."lni.~S'Deecmbor 29', 1945, which ~c estimated by tohe comjX..'lY' to :ldd $25,,000,,000 

to it~ ~nnuc.l pay roll .. Of this totlll, ;23,500,000 iz an annual rcc'l,1!"!"'i.'le cf'~ree to 

The ord.er i..'l that dockot, d~t(;';d Jun~ 4" 1946,. ,authorized 17estern U:-.ion to :nn.ke 

effective the ~te increases !O~ interstate bu3inezs hereinrequc3ted by the co~~ny 

i."lter~t~to busi.."less ~nc. h"ve been ~ince June 12, 19'4,6,. except r:.ltes tor eOm::lcrci31 

new:J service which beca.':e effeetiv¢ July 1,. 1946,. 

·::e~tt;;rn iJnion prescntedn seperotion o! its intr:lstote operl\tio~ for the 

year 191...5 ,'l!t(;lr giving e!!'ec~ to t::"le c~ont .addit.ion..'ll ~t' ... 'lu::'.l w::J.ge costs resw:ting 

froe. the NntioMl 'N .... r l..'\borBonrcl T:; aw':"rd o! December 29', 1945 a.."ld a:ss1J::lir.g t.he ~1'..me 

level of.rntes applied to California intro~~te tr~!rie which ore na~ i.~ e!'!cct tor 

interst~tc tr~tfic. This evi~c!lee sh~s the !'ollowingre$Ult3 ~pplic~ble to 

Cali!'ornio ~"ltra~tat~ operations: 

Opcr~tingRevcn~es 

Operating Expcn$~37 ~~cluding retr~ct~ve W~~ 
.'lw.'!:-:'d:: or !;.;3eo ~275·'lnd including ~d.d~t.io:llll 
W:lg'-: eozts o! $643,000, but no~ i:lcluc.in& do?reein.tio!'1 
~X?er.sE: and t..'l.X(;S 

E3t~~ted. net opc!"'~t~~grevenues e!ter givi!'1Z 
effect to c3t~'lted current ~d.clitior~l w~go 
costs a~plicablo to ~li!or~ intr~stato 
operl.ltioM 

Ezt~~ted incrc:~~ in revonuc rro~ incrc~s~d. 
r~te3 reque'ted in c~plie~tion 

~tiocted n~t opcr~t!ng rcv~nues under re~uested 
rates 

$4."l39 ,,002 

4,906,628 

(369,822) 

The est~~t~d incr~Qse ~n revenue of $397~804 zhown above W~ computed b~ 

,. 

r()$u1 t of CCO:lom1c and other ch::l.ngcz. The reeor<i show:;" howev~r ~ toot. Colli! ornif.l 

intr~stato revenues inerc~=ed l.l% in the first hel! of 1940comparedwith 194;. The 
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gO'll'er!'lment 'ou:;iness 1.."1 C .. ~lii'orci.:\ to 'which ~n incrells~ o! ,.5ocethi."lg ':Ner 10% will· 

10s5 i.."1 rcvt::nue shown by t.he co:n.pany .5t.lll' l(!:'\ve~ a l::>s:;o! $281,,626 ~!cro to.xc~" 

do~reci~tion ana rct\:.rn~ end is but 76% of t.hp. e$ti::::~ted v;n~ ir.crea:;(:z o~ Z64)"OOO 

'l'he specific reque~t of the ~~~te~r. U~on !or eh~ngez in,~~~¢~ ~~j be 

~~~rizcd ~$ i'oll~W3: 

FUll Rate Telcgr~ Service - Incre~e the r~t.ez by 10%. 
Day Letter Service - Reduce the rate for additio~l ten-nord groups 

and i..~ercase' the rate~ ~ adjU3t.ee '0710%. 
Night Let.ter Service - Incre~e the e~r~ !or the !irst 25 wor~ in 'the 

6O-c~nt. rate zone tro~ 42 cents to 4; c~nts and ~~ereaze the rates as 
adjusted by lO%. 

Scr~' Scrvic~ - lncrea,e 'the rotC$,bylO%. 
I.ongram and S\:ria1 Longr~ $.;:rvice - Eli::li:"'..lt(;. 
'l'ouratc ~s$nge Service - El~~~te. 
CitY'1l!ld Intercity 'l'clegra.T.3 -App17 'the res?~eti'Ve rc:te adjustce:lts 3!ld 

incre~:;e~ for the zcvcral city ~~cl intercity te1~~~ ~ervie~ 
cl~~:itic~tior~. 

Cocm¢re~ News Service - I.~ere~ze r~to by '10%. 
Money 3nd Git~ Order3' - ~~nate ei!t money or~er serviee~ L"1e~e~ze 
, money order pre=iu: ChArge3, and ::odi!y 'th¢ ,chedule ot d::'.j" rule. nie."lt 

money order telcgr:.phtoll~ 1."1 the :n..".nnertlbo\"e ind! ~ate~ re,~peetively 
tor tull rate tel~gr~ s~rvicc ~nd ro.ig."lt letter service'.. , 

?res 3 Service. - Inerea$e r~t~3 by 10% ~~d :lde. 3. r::.iAi:ntu:l wordr.>.~ 
eh.3.rgc tor l'iirt:ct'press cireuit~. 

RulE:~ :lnd RegW.l;ltions - Elioin.:t.e the ,r::-etice of tree ·rorVlo'lrcling 01' ce!i~"'ge:J. 

By ~erid::l(;n.t to, the applic:.\tior. the !O'Ngoi.."1g adj'l.!Zt::cnts "re not in~.:nded 

to ~pply to tr~rtic between ~estern Uniono!!iccs and exeluzive point3,s~rved by 
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~ revie~t of the evidenc~ ?re~ente~ in this proeeed~~g !ead~ to the con

clu~ion tr~t the rcque~ted inc~e3~e~ ~~ rates;~houl~ b~ authorized. No objectionz 

were m.'lde !re:n .t-"ly so-.;:ce to the granti!'lg of the proposed incre::.se:s. In ::.o1d.."lg our 

order" it will be understood that th~re will be !\::"th;,::r ztudy- and. i.."rIe:::tig~:t.!..on or 

tho eoz:pc ... ~y':3 o3sic ~.q,te st~cture o.nd service: CO:lC1J:'rent ',':i ~h the .!"..ltionwide ,urvey 

und~r w~ybe!o~c th~ Federnl Co~~"lic~tio~~ Co~~sion • 

.luthorizod to 1'il(;), in ,:lccordc.nce with (il;,n(;rt:'l O:-1~r No. 96,. . .lnd,to· ~kc effective 

on not le~3 tnt):!'.. th:'eo d3y3 f notice to th,e public" cMnges i:1 tp..ri!!~ch{:dulo3 

1l:5 follows: 

l. Sch~duleNo. C-2 ''Dnj'' L~tter Service" 

Strike. out ~nd c.:lncel ''Ra-:.e 0.) B::tsis of D:l.~ !..ctt<sr Mt(;:: IT a:"..d. 
suOstitut<: tho rate~ zhow!'lbelow und\1r the co:'w..o. entitled 

.. "Authorized Kerei:l1T for these 3hovm \l.."lder the co1um.:'l entitled 
"P:-cs"nt" tor each Il~dit!.o~ .. ~l ten v:or~3 or less:: . 

R:~tc Zone 
B.,ch AdditiOf' .. '\l Ten V:ol"C!.s or Lo~s 
Present Authorized ~~rein 

$0.06, 
.09 
• lOS 
.l44 . 
.18 

$0.0$' 
.os- . 
.lO 
.12 
.16 

2. Sched~e :':0 .. C-3 1!:~i8h:t Letter Service" 

Su"os'titut.e "$C..45fr
. tor "$0.42" tor "First 25 7:ords or 1'::1.5" 

~"l the $0.60 r~te zo~e. 

3. S~hedule No. C-4 II$eri.'ll Service" 

Strike outllnd ca.."'lccl,tbe ::ceond PCr.lgr3.ph U:lecr "?..o.te (1) :Bn:;~ ot 
So~l Sorr..eo Ch~rgo~." 



A-27678 
AS 

4. Schedule No .. C-7 "City '!e1~gr~" 
Schedule No. C-8 "Ir.t.e:::--City Tcleg:i:-apn Service" 

s. OPPOsite- "DaY' !.t:tte:-" subst.itute "$0.05" !o:: $0.06" fo:: 
"AdditiO:lr;.l ~t.e" for e.:>.ch toe!" .. word~. 

b.. St.rike out aod c~!lc~l r:~:':.es for ''1ongrn.n1' ann "tontZra: Seri~l." 

5. Schedule No. C-$ "!.on~,:J.:l:I - SQ::'i.'ll-l.o:lg!"3J:'.ST! 
Sched.ule No. c-6 _ "To\lrf,l.te 'l'elcgr.e..:::r" 

6. $cbed'1.:le No. C-14 "Prc~s-Service" 

Add RAte (3) and Conditions- 14, 15, a..~ 16 to ~(! ~~licaolet6 .. 
direct. circuits i."l .lceo:::-d.3tlce 'wit.h Exl"~ibit ;.. ~tt3.ched hereto. 

7. Sc:hed~e No. C-l -"F1.:.ll ~t~ Tclct;:"fI~ Sl!'rviee" , 
3chedule Xo. C-2' "D~Y'!.ct":.er Service:" (':5 .:l.':l<:tlded herein) 
Schedule No. C-~ t'~~ig.."t l..;:tt.er SCl"'Vico" (~s ... ..=enc:cd herein) 
Schedule ~o. 0-1. 'tSuri.'ll S{:X"'/ice" (c~"~J:lended herein) 
SchedUle' No. C-7 "Cit.y Te1eg:"~" (.:t:J .... .me!ld.ed here!.n) 
Schedule ~lo. C.....e "Inter-Cit.:r ':elcer~ph Se:-vice" (tiS ~¢ndcd he;r~i."l) 
Sched'Ule No ... C-14 t'?r03S Sl;rvicc" (as . .,,::endcd h~!'ei."1) , 

.Add the z'U:.tement "The rnte:s applic"ble arc ten. per c()nt (10%) 
more than. those Jc::t i'o:'th' i."1 this schedule.. '1ih~re t.he applic:!tion 
0:': the 10% i."lcr~~s~ rc:zults 1."1 .~ ch.:reeo contl1ir.ine ::. ... 1'rtlction 01' _4 
ce!lt 7 t.he runou..."l.t is rou."ldcc. to the !lext hieht:!' .. J!':.ole e~nt.1t 

s. Schedule ~!o. C-10 "Co::r.lcrcinl NI;.""JS Sc:rvic~.tr 

.Add the :statement -"The :oates applicable are ten per cent (10%) 
more th.:7.."l those set forth i.."l. '":.his :Jchedule.- Wher~ the -applicat.ion 
of the 10% i.."lcretlse result:! ir. a chArge cont3.i.'1i..~ a traction ora 
cent 7 t.he a.:lount i~ r01.t."lded to- the next. higher Whole cent ~ except 
t.!".Jl.t wh~re the 10%i."lc:-ease" applied '":.0 r~tc~ stAted on a. monthly 
or weei-'.ly bc.:!is" reeu1ts i.."l. a.:l amount no":. a multiple o! five c~nt", 
such .:u:lount is rou."lded to the ne~ high.~r oultiple o! riVe cent".;". 

9. Sched\:le No. C-12 ffMoney O:-der Service." 

File an ~ndod_ sohedule 1'or money order ~erv!ce ~ accordance 
with Exhibit B c.ttached. hereto ruld c~.!lCel the' exi3ti~e :schedule tor, eift 
~ney order :erv!ce. 

File a zupp1ccentlll ::he.;,t ctl.."lcelli."lg p.lrl)g:-.. ~ph (h), :sa.id cancelJ..'l
tion Mving thee1'foet o~ with~:l.""i."lg the '9resent ?r~e'tice o~ 1"OrVl3.rd~ 
mes~ae~s witho~t 3dditio~1 C~ee. 

' . 

• 
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The torcgoi."'1g Opinion and. Orde:- Ilre hereby Ttpprovec ~nd 0l:"~orccl filt:'d .~:; 

the Op~~on 3nd Order of tho R3ilro~d Co~ozion ot the St~teor C~liror~!. 

T.his Order'" 0.11 '::>eeomc e'fteet.ivc on the d3te h~r~o1'. 

. .. .. I '. ." ( 

.. CoJ::lCtt:s:i'onor:·· 
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COi;r)ITIONS 

EXHIBIT A 
• 

PRESS ST!:RVIC'E 

(3) Direct Cireuits: (Sec Conc!ition= 14~ 15" .:I.."lc!. 16) 

C.:.) 'tiord rotc: 

The word. r~to sh~ be 1."l ~cco::'Cic..."'lCO -.vith 
press service r~te:; u.."ldcr (1) (~) :::.'oov~. 

(b) :linil:umworo. c~ge: 

The. =ir.i::1u:n word ch.::-eo i: !or 800 wore" for 
the !ir~t hour or !ro.et.ion a.r.c!. at. tho roto 
of SOO words 'Por hour fer ~l ti:lo ~to:, 
tho fir ~ hour d.u.-1ng vlh!.ch thtl Giroct c~ 
cuit. is· rcqiJirod to bo ~ot up anc1 operated 
or .:n.l:r.ed .in, rOtlc!inoss tor eporetion. 

Du-ect Cireui t.s 

J.4. When t.::.cilit1cs tl!"C tlv~l:.blo 1:or tho purposo 
tlnc!. :l.rr~c:::.ont!; ro ~do·.l.:l tldva."lcc~ a. direet . 
eircui t will bo ~c't. up tor opo~. tion from tho· 
seono. of .<l~poci..".l event such tlS tl convontion, 
tri.::.l,. or ::por..:: eontoct. to t.i.o offieo of·~ 
nC\,;,s~per, nO' .. :s ?ubli~tio:l, press ~sod.o.tion" 
nC',·::;p..'\por syndie~tc or a. !"tldio 'broo.C.c:=.sti!".g .. 
co~ny or sttltion for tho~"ldlL"lg ot 1'ro:= 
l:ll!.ttor o! tho ir.d.ividu:.l ncw*pcr, nO"ll:: publi-' 
C:l.tion, pros~ ::.330e:l=.tion" nO"ll~p:l.'por synCictlto 
or ro.dio brotlc!.c~ting eo::tpCnj 0:' st.:ltiO:l roln.tins 
to- tho :3pCei..'\l event, tlt the rc.t.o: i."ldictltocl... 

15. ~';hcn d.i!!oront ~rio:; ::l.l"e zont on :l Cirect circuit 
sh:lrcd. by two or mor6 nO"Jf~pors" tho ~. word 
ch.:lrgc will 'be diV"leod betwoon 'thc:ru.bscribors i:1 
proportion to tho nu::l:>or o! worc!$ eont to o:lch. 

16. :'1hon two or.r.\oro nc'I1spc.po:':J a...-o looped in on one 
direct. circuit. tro::l thO :::co=.o of ,'l ~poCi.ll ovont 
:lnc!. the ~.:lr.lO st.ory i~ 30nt to ~17 tho ~ . 
word chc.rgc- .lpplic:: to 0::'0."1· :u.b:cnOOr,'thc s.l!:o 
~$ 1£ enchh!!.c!.·.'l direct circuit tor tht:: period. 
involved.. 
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A?Pt!CABIt!T'! 

SC7-r:.:DU"'..:s NO .. C-12 

This schodulc cont.7.i."l!: t.."lc ~:t.o: :-..~d eondi t.ions c.pplic.:l.'olo ,to. 
:lono," orcor so:'Vieo, whc::-eby ::.rr:.!".e0!l0::t.~ :r~ ::.lce'oy t.ologrnph for tho 
p.'l.ytlont. to .:. dosi8"" .... o:toc, po.:rco" USIlc.:.J.y at .::. Ci~~!l.t poi:lt, ofe ~Ul:l.o! 
mono:r deposited .:.t .'Jr.. office of t.ho t-::log:-o.ph 'eoC~7, by tbG eo!lf!or. 

TER:~:TORY 

Service is :.vdl::.blo betweon of. ficc:: oP:::-:l.toe.c!i:"cetl:r by 
,the tolo~ph cO~1. 

The tota.l c."largc for a ::Jt)~y oreer 1.:: made up ot tho !lO:loy order 
pro~um ehcrga ~d ~"le t.o1o~ph tolls. 

<a) Money O:-c!c:- P:'o:::i:Utl Cha:zo: 

A:nou.~t O'! ~on0Y' Orc!er 

$ 0-$2$ 
25~01 - 30 
30.01 - 35 
35.0l - '40· 
J.IJ.Ol - 45 
45.0l - 50 
50.01- 60 
60.0l- 7,0 
70.01 - . s'O 
SO.Ol -' 90 
90.0l - 100 

100.01 - l2O. 
l20.01 - lJJJ 
l4O..;Ol - 160 , 
160.01 - 180. 
100.01- 200 . 
2oo.0l - .220 
22O.0l- 21Jj: 
240.01 ,- 260 
260.01-. 2SO . 
280.01 - 300 
300.01 - 350 
'350.01 - lJ:>O 
400.01-' 1 .. 50 
450.01- 500 

Z:.ch c.c!dition:::i $100 or frtlction 

$ 0.25 
.30 
.35 " 
.lA 
.45 
.50 
.60 
.70 
.80 
.90 

1 .. 00 
1.15, 
l.:30 
l.45 
1.60, 
1.75' 
l.9O 
2.05 
2.20 
2.:35 
2.50 . 
2.70 , 
2..90 
3 .. 10 
3:.30 

thoroofup, t.o nnd includirlg $3,000 .. 25 

~ch ~dit.io:'l. $100 or f:-o.e't.ion 
tho:'oo!' ove:, $3,,000 .20 



:E:<HIBIT B 

SCHE:OUt.2 NO. C-12 

Rt. TBS (Cont:L"luod) 

(b) Tolc~ph Tolls on ~n~ Ordorc: 

Tolcg:-.'!ph tolls on.::. ml>nc:r ord.or.'lee~tod ~or :i.m::l~~to trs.::.::-
:nssion 0::0 t.."lo toll~ on ~ 15-word !ull r~to t.clogrtlC.. I."'l 'tho C!l.~O o! 
.'l eonc,r ordor .'lcccptod before 2 ~~_ for overnight tr.'!~~:ion, tho tolo
graph to1l3 ~'"'¢ the to-w on .'l 25-word ni#,t letter. Tolegro,ph ro.to" tor 
1:oth c1'-:,:;30: of zorvico C!"o on file elso71hcrc i.."'l t:'lO t3ri!! :ehodulos. 

A :;upplCl:lon:t.c,ry =o~St:l.go QY be includod in <lithor :lorvico,. tho 
cMrgo fo'!' v.hieh is :.t tho .'lc:.c!it!.o~ word ro.to sho'wI'!. 1."1' tho t.'lri!! 
sehceul~. ' 

! 

,.' 


