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Decision No. 09359

ESFORE THE RAILRCAD CO(ISSION OF THE STATE Cr CALIFORNIA

Application No. 26965

Application of Glen Quk Water Corporation,
and C. N. Kunkle and Zelda A. Kunkle
(Goorgio . Staire Tater System), to trans—
fer water cystems at Qak View Gardens,

Ventura County, %o Gardens Vater Cornora,-
tion. ‘

(L NPL N L L N L

Crris N. Kunkle for applicant;
Charles Wenzel for custopers.
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In this procecding Glon Qak Water Corporation, a corporation, and
Ce H. Kunkle and Zelda A. Kunkle, doing dusiness as Georgie W. Staire Water Systen,
both systems distributing water for domestic purposes in a subdivided section
generslly known as Qak View Home Gardens, situato nine miles east of the cﬁ;ty of
Ventura, Veatura County, ask the Com&saion. for authority to 4ransfer their
properties to Cardens Vater Corporation, a corporation, which supplies domestic
water service to a subdivided section in, between and adjacent %o the service areas
of the above-pentioned systems., The appl:!.c&t fon alleges that pudlic _nteres'c will
best be served by coxbining the three systezs 1o be operated as one property because

of the economies that-can be elfected and the improvement in service throughout the

three creas served.

A public lrearing in this proceeding was held before Examiner Stava ot

Venturae.

The Qak View section originmally consisted of t.wo_-adjoining tracts Hpvi’:ig
a combined area of 100 acres, and kmown as Qak View Home Gurdens Tracts Ncs.-??and
24 Separate water companies were formed and separate water systems were installed
in sach tract. Gardens Vater Corporation provided the water service in Tract No. 1

and was granted o certificate of public convenience and necessity by the Commission




in its Decision No. 26718, dated January 17, 193L. Glen Qak Water Corporation
serves Tract No. 2, and was granted a certifxcate_to operate a public utilil;
water system by the Commission in Decision No. 27533, dated November 19, 1936

The Georgie W. Staire Water System wes instslled t0 aid in the sale of lots
in the Georgie Staire raci which adjoins Oak View Tract No. L ¢a the south. The
Staire Tract has an arez of 60 z2cres and ot present is only partially subdivided,
The unsubdivided property in the tract now 15 owaed by the Kunkles. No certificate
has been obtained to Serve this tract as It adjolas Tract No. 1 which has been

certificated. Vater for each trac@ i3 obtained from separate wells and is delivered

directly into the distribution system. . Excess water Is stored in taaxs having a

¢ombined storage of 220,000 gailons, ALL of the services sre netered.

The rates 9t present in effect on 2ll three systems ware established by the
Commission for the Guardens Water Corporation and for the Glen Qak Weter Corperation
in coanecticn with the certificated proceedings. The measured rates are the same
on the two properties and were adopted for the water supplied by the Georgig Staire
system. The rates of the Gardens Water system provided for a basic $1.50 monthly
flat rate or 2 $L.50 zonthly minimum meter charge, This latter ‘charge includes an

 allewaace of 750 cubic feet of water. Use over the minimum is réducéd in c¢harges
through two blocks of 15 cents per 100 cubic feet. These measured rates are
effective also on the Glen Qsk o2nd Ceorgie Staire systems as no flat rotes were
~established for the Glen Qak systex.

The following table shows the operating statistics for the three systens

a5 of Decexder 3L, 19LL, together with the sale price of the two propefties beisg

tronsferred:

Garcens Water GClen Qak Georgie Staire
Cormoration Water Corp'n Viater System

Fixed Copital ¥ 9,283 S 8,650 $ 1,206
Sale Price - 1,800 1,000
Operating Revenues 1,755 1,615 -
Operating Expenses 1,912+ ,62&* -
Net Cperating Revenues (ZEZ} ' G -

Vumber of Customers 70 61 pA

# Tocludes depreciation allowance computed by the
straight line aethod of $371 and $30L, respectively.




Chris. N..Xunkle and Zelda A..Xunkle, his wife,. own all of the outstanding
steck of the' two corporations., I the Commission. grants the authority to transfler
the systems, the Xunkles will cause the: Clen Oak Vater Corporation to be disincor=-

porated,,

Mr.. Kunkle testificd that he plans to Linterconnect the: three systems and

operate them as one units. He claiws that the combimation of properties will msulj:.
in economy of eperation and izmprove the service: by having available three wWater pro=
ducing wells and three sets of storage facilities thau can be used to reinforce any -
portion of the system recuiring additional water 40 meet either the domestic dezand
or for- fire protection purposes. He admitted that under the present method of
operation. there were some iaverzuptlions in service due to inadequate water supply..
He further tectified that he expeétcd to- subdivide and sell 30 acres ¢f Land in

the Staire Tract and. extend the mains in this tract to serve the new section., In
order to provicde sui‘i‘ic:‘..e‘ent water for fhis aev. subdivision, he has drilled two new
wells, of which oaly one can be depended: o as & source of water supply. FHowever,
he stated that Véntura County Flood Centrol District No. I, which. inclucdes Ventura
River Valley, was about to begin comstruction of a dam on the Matilljs River, and
when the project was completed water could de purcaosed Ifrom that source if the locn.
well supplies were not sufficient to meet the customers™ denands,

The. customers o Qak View Tract No. 2, which is sem)eci oy Glea Qak vWater
Corporation,. protested the plan of intercoanecting the three systeas and oper#ting-
then 2¢ 2. unit on the grounds that this tract has received the best water service
of the three properties. They cluiz that. more water is produced from this system®s’
well thon from any ol the. other wells, and’ &£ the systems are intercomnected, these
customers would de deprived ¢f the water they are now receiving., There were o few
customers on this tract who tastified of poor presszure comditions and intemruptions
in service ot thelir premises. However, some of the inadeguate sexvice was attri-
buted: to small—sizéd distribution meins.

Cwitomers on Qak View. Tract No. 1, which is served by the Cardens Vaterx

Corporation, testiffed that they did not receive sufficient water to meet their




demands. during . the summer.mozths, and that they suffered from intorruptions ia serve
icc-and pooz~pressurc'conditlons, depending on location of recidence in the tract,
Some of the customers of the Staire Tract also péotested the seryico being recg;ved,,
particularly these whose premises were located at the higher elevation, The cus-

tomers generally tostified that the water being produced from the we.ls supplying
the three systeas L5 obtained from one underground basin and that any sdditional
production from new wells on the Staire Tract will deplete the supply to that extent
for.the entire area served. These customers agreed with Mr. Kunkle that on outside
source of supply is the ultimate solution to the water problezs in that section.

The testimony showed that the pump in Tract No, 2 had been overhauled within the
last five years, but that the pump in Tract No. L had not been reconditiéned

recently., Some of the customers considered the inefficient pump as the cause of

the inadeguate water supply on Tract Ne. 1, and asked that it be ovefhauled.

The recorc shows that the three systens gerve one general territory, aad
that appareatly the underground water Shpp_j conditioners are more Or less the saxe
for each well source. However, water production appears to be dependent largely
on condition of the pump facilities anc the distribution of the supply is dependent
on the size of the mains and whether or not the premises are located ét’the elovated .
or at the less clevated section of tractS. Apparently the Sinal solution of tﬁe
water problem in this area will be an outside supply such as from the Matillja
River Storage Project that is about ready for co.gtructxon. This source of water
13y not be available for a couple of ycars,.but during this inxerval it appears
to be most equitable froz a service utandp01nt t0 combine the thrce systems and
operate them as a unit iIn order that an inadequste supply a2t one source o3y be re~
inforccd by the supply froa a a0re productive scurce. Applzcant will also be
expected £0 have the Pups. tested and overhailed if necessary in order that all
sources of supply may produce the maximum quantity of water of which they are
capable, A survey. should also be made of the distribution system, and replacements
mace with'larger sized mains in areas where small mains are the cause of inadequate
service, Under the circumstances, it appears to be in the pudblic interest to
ﬁg:horize the transfer of properties recuested and permit the intercoanection of the

three systems and their operation as one unit,
-l
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Applicat:.on as entitled above ha.ving been, filed with the Ra..’z.l*oad
Commission, a. public hearing having been held thereon,. the, matter hav:i:;.g beon‘
subzitted and the Cozaission being. now, Sully: advised in the premises ad it belng

’

of the. opinion that th..svappbipation should be granted, subject tor the pro.iri'si'ohs

oL this Order, now, thc“efo.e ’,

Ta

IT IS HEREBY O’DEP.E:D tha'o Glen O'uc Wa.‘cer Corporation y 2 co::pora‘c.a.on >
and. C. N. Kunkle and Zelda A,.,K;nklo ’ domg_ business as Georgie-W..Staire Water
System, be, and. they are hereby.authorized. to\t':'ami‘e. o on or-belore Octooor l,,
2946, to ‘Ga.:"ciens Water Corporation, a cerporation,.the public ut:‘.lit‘y water:
systoms used in supplying.service %o }esiden-tzs_ of, Qak View Home Cardens. Tract“'i‘io.,_z,.
and Georgie W..Stai:jo\":racb, situate on the Yentu':n,River._.,x nZae miles. from: the -
city. of, Va:z;uml,ﬁfeaim County, said public utility,systexs being zore, particus
larly deseribed in the ojop..ication. |

IT IS HE’RBB" FURTEER. CRDERZD that- 5.1' ‘Clen Oek. Vinter Corporat
corpo*ation, and C. N. Kunklo,and Ze da A. Kunkle, doing, ou...ine.as Gco ie ";"
Staire Water Systcm, cxorci,se aw hor:.‘c.y herein granted, uney, or either oi‘ them,
shall- £ile with this Comi..»sio-u on,,ox before October l, 1946, the "ouoﬂing data: .

1. A.statement. chowing the cdate when said. properties were transferred, .

2. A copy of the deed and bill.of:sale by means of vhaich -said propor—
ties were transferred to Gardens Viater Corporation.,

3. Four copies.of rates under the name of Gardens Water Corporation,.s
corporation, for water furaished in the entive-area served by it,.
which rates snall not be nigher in any particular than:the rates
now on Lile with this Comm..»s:.on for the Gardens Water Corporation..

Within thirty (30) days Zroz the date of this Order to submit %o
this Comxission for.its approval four sets of rules and regulations:
governing relstions with i%s consumers, cach set-of which shall con-
tain 3. .,ui'fablﬂ map or Ixetceh, drawa 10 an indicated scale upea. a
sheet &3 x 11 inches.in size, delineating “hereupon in distinctive
parikings the boundaries of itc present service ares, .and the loca—
tion thereof with reference .to the surrounding territory; prmrided y
however, that such. -map or sketch shall not thereby be considered
by this Commission or any other publ:.c body a3 & £inal or conclusive
devermination or establishoent of-the dedicated.aren.of Service, .or:
any. portion thereof. , .
Tithin sixty (60) days {rom the date of -tiiv .Order, to file witkx-this
Commission four copies of a comprehensive .nmap, drawn-te an indicated -
scale .of not less than LOO feet to the. inch, upon which shall be:
delineated by appropriste markings the.-territory presently zerved,
This mAp should be reascnably accwrate, show the source-and.cate .
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thereof, and include sulficient data to determine clearly and
definitely the location of the property comprising the entwre
utility area of service, provided, however, that such map shall
not thereby be considered by this Commission or any other public
body as a £inal or conclusive determination or establishaent of
the dedicated area of service, or aany portion thereol.
IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that upon the filing of the above data
Glez Oak vater Corporaticn, a corporation, and C. N. Xunkle and Zelda Xunkle,,
doing business as Georgle W. Staire Water Systezm, arc relieved of all public
,utility obligations in connection with s2id systenm.
The action taken herein shall not be construed to be a finding of value
for any purpose other than the procecding herein involved.
=, shall become effective upon the date hereof.

, California, this S 7™ day of
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