
Deeision No.39388 
, ' 

BEFORE TEE P.AILROAD cm.mISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOPoNIA 

I.~ 'the Matter of the App11c!J.t1on ¢! SA..~TA ) 
FE TRANSPORTATION COY.pA..~" a Ca.lifornia., ) 
:'corporntion, for amendment of Section 2.09 ) 
of Gene.ral Order 93-A, to permit the opera:") 
'tion of articulated passenger stage~. ) 

Application N~. 2753S 

YJILLIA.¥. F., BROOKS 1 tor App11cant, and ROGER, AR."r:::BERGR, 
,tor the City of Los l~eles, interested party. 

" 

.. , 
'EUIS 1 COmmissioner: 

o ? IN! 0 N . ... ---_..- ....... 

In tbis application the Ssntn Fe Transportation Comp~~y re

~uests tho.t thG Cor:r.1ssion amenc. Section 2.09 of its General O:-der !~o. 

9;-~ to pemit the operat1on of art1cultlted passenger ~tsges on' th.o 

pub11c h!ghW:3.ys in Ca11fer.n1a. 
. 

A public hearing was held. in this mntter en l'1.ugu.st 9, 1946" 

at which time the matter was sub~tted tor deter.minnt1on. 

The Santa Fe Transport&t1on CO'mp~~1 has caused to' bo eO'n

structed. an articulated. passenger stage with 0. ze::d-tro.iler section 

permanently attached to' a forw~rd pow~r section. It furthor proposes 

to have constructed 14 adeitien~l crticul~ted stage~er si~l~r des1~, 
the operatien of which for common carrier service is i\Il innovo.t1on 1..~ 

tho Stri'te or Cnlit'ornio.., 

This vchiclc.eon:1sts ot two body ~eet1ons pormnnontly ~t

tachcd to' each otherl 60 teet long ovor-all r 8 teet W1d.e~ and 11 teet 

high. The un1t1s equipped with three, axles: th~ torwardon~!e ~e~ 

fo~ steering, the ~1~dle axle under the rear o! the power sect:or. 13-

connected With the engine:, ~and. the rear axle under the rear end O'r the 
, 

sem1-tra!'ler section 15 e~ui1)ped with trail1ng wheels so conr..ec:ted: With 

the power section that in mak~g right or lett turn3 the angle between 

the t~o sectiO'ns determ1ne$ the ~egree or turning or 'the re~ wheels" 
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. . , 
" 

I, , . 
thus caU31~th~~, t~., ~rs.~k ~.~~~~r",~o ,t~O~.c",~n. c0:t!>le~, r?-~l car~ ~ '. 

The, vehicle is powe:,ed by 8..27.5 h.p., ~cy11n~~r ,,8ul'ercb.a.rged 
.. • ".' I, • I • '. ; .. I p' • • " " : ,. ",',".': ~ • I • '. • .I 

h9~~z0It~~l, d1~?~~ .er:sine, a~~8:~~~,,~cier t~~, tl~~r ~~o~t~h~~~~~~ ~r 

";b.e power section. The mechanieal features 0'£ the '\:nit a.re made up 
~ '.', .. ' \ , : . " . " I.. 

or nccepted,stand~:'~ parts., 
. 't.. .... .. ' .' I, , II ~ '. '.' " ,', f" , '. I', , " 

Seats spaced o~ 40-1nch cente~s are provided tor 40 paS3e~-
•. ''',., • ~. ' " :.:' • . I' .', f. I '. • I. . 'r I • • ••• :.. ", f .' ,'I.' . 

ger7* ~~~~ :ea~s .'s:r~ ~~~'1.~~d ,o~ ~: s!"i,,:el, so, ~~3t., pa~se~gers m~y.1'ace 

each" ot~er",/~ce. ou~. ~~G,:~tind~w, or a~:"O~\s ~?e .. ais1~ •. ~~ ~ ~~y~~!S ,,' 

sea.t 1~ n'bou,t: 6 i?c1?-0~ higher. t~.i:l the average pns~o?Se,;- =t!J.g~ ~4 'I-
t • ..' ". • , " ...". • I '.t. . ..... 

the windshield arr:ange:nont, g1:ves him Co loOo vision Vii thout anY., o·ost ruc '7 
• I a... " ~ • ',' •. ..... I '. ... .;. • , 1# • • . -"I.; , . I' r.,. ". • " + ," • 

t10ns.' This raised ~eat Will en~ble tho er1ver to soe,over the top of 
~ • I I I •• -: ~ , I It' • . .. , " ~, '" I. ' , •• , • '.; ' .... ~. .• 

tho. average traffic. The veh.icle is equ.1pped. V/ith lavatory :!"o.ci1it1es, · , ~.. f: . I '" : • • ". 

tor both mon, and, wo~en. . " \ • I 
',; '\ ~ :.' < ,. 

w. I .' -... 
• j" + 

I ~. • 

',~' " . 4p?~1eo.nt= ~l~eg?s, ~ho.t.~c. vtwo s~et70:ns.. .~~ attached to oach 

other in such a m~"ler as to proviee Co sa.fety r~ctor of 25. ' 
. .. ,- : ,'" , .. .... . . . ' ,.' : 

,: I: . ~e 3f!r~~O b:z:Ok1ng, ~ys t~~ of th~. vehic.l~ ,is ~1~~t~"lgl:l~U?t9:" 

Bendix air brake conneeted'v~1th ~1;L whc~~s. ,.,.The tre11i~g ~~ction ,is, 
, , , • • ,. ;, I 

s~ oqu1ppod t~f).t, 1t .. 1t 'bocomes s~parated from tho powe:;- ,section or tho 
~ . '. '."'" ',.. "', 

c~x:'...nect1ng em~rs~.ney air. 11:0;0 ,'l?ecot;les ,ruPt~Or!, the br~kos "on, thl:s. 
• • I '. •• '. ", I... I. ; .. , • 

tro111ng section w111'~e aut~~atically a.p~lied, leaving sufficient air 
~ '" ..'. II " ., I lit ,'" .', ~ .' 'I ~.. ..... _ I to '. 

in the powe~ seetion to enable the driverto,'br1ng it to a stop •• 
, , .', ' , ;., ,'., ", ; , ,', .. .,.:'.. ,',' " • ;, ,~ : J) 

, , Tho" 'I:lll1t is oc.u1ppo~, With the folloWing"doors: .At .the front 
, ' • ~ , • ... ,.'. fl.' .' '",' ~, t, ~ 

right is a S,tll.."ldf.1.rd ,en:trc.nco .~c:. exit c:.oor l at the rea.r lett ,is Oo¥ . 
· '" ~ " • ., l, ' . ~ ~, .' I •••• "/.',' ~ ... • : 61.. '. .'" r# ~ .,," , 

ome:g~n~y ~o?r~ ,~o~p:y~ V:1tb. .. t~~,P~OV~S:1.~S O~.So~t10nt2.~h.~ of .~ho 

CO~si?n':~ ,?e~er?-~ ~d.er ~o •. 9; .. ~,~ ~nd,1r.j ~dc;1r10~ ~~~~r:,~e ~oc~~e4 .. 
, , 

on"/~he "~~~~ ;10!t .. ,Of ~c, P.owor. ~~c~10n end" the 1'r~?t. r~~~ or. ~?e :~~.1~-
i;lg, ~.c~t~~~,. e~ tht:r, o~, wh1~h, ee.x:. ~~ ~~cd tn. fll ~~e;-ge~cy •.. ,';'h~se , doors 

d~ .n~t ~9ClP .. ly.,v~ ~~ . ~b.,c, d.1~or:~ion:, px:ese~~q<! "?~ ;~1<! S~?t~o:r ~.04;,~!3, 
" . , 

they extond only 1"r.O:1 tho top 01' tho' window to tho sel3t levol, g1v1ng 
• ~ :. • ~'j, ':' ,.. • • • : , 

~ oponing nbout 4 feet high. 
{. . ... 
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~pp~~c~~t pr?po~~s to ~;~~~ ~la~~ ~~ ~~ .o~ ~~3e~~7 

stag~ in se~1ee 'b~~we~~ Ba~e:r;~!'1e~~ a~~ ~s A..~gele8 to o~7.~t? a~ ~ 

c~~ec~~on 7~~b. the st~ea.:ll1ned ~G?~~e:l Gat~" t:rai113 opel."at1ng 'be~w~?n 

San ~~~eiSco ~d Baker3~iGl~. It t~ey proy~ s~e~ess~~ ~pp11~sn~ is 

considering plac1ng thiS type ~! vehicle 1n other ~t its 1ntra and 
• 'f " -... ~. ' " • • • 

1nter8t8ze serv1ce~. 

This vehicle ~o~d ~ ~ade ~o ~ccommodate some ~O passenge~s 
.. ~ , •• -.' 4 , 

if the lavato~1es we~e ~mi%ted ane ~tan~ard sent ,~pac1ng ~ee~ Eow~yer! 

npp11ca~ proposes seating space t~r 40 pcssongers1n order that ~~o, 
• ...., • .'. •• I • 

aee~odat1ons may 'be co~ens.urntG ~~ those prov!de4 by tho stl."e~-
• .. • • • '. .. " • I. " • I. ~ 

1ine.d trains ot The Atc'b.1~on,. Topekc. ond S£\nts. Pc R.c.~l~y CO:lP'!l.nY.'. 
• I • - • \r. I < \,' J 'I • • 

Alt):lough Ctll or :tho po11tieo.l 3'Ulxt1v1:J~ons ot th~ Stato wb.1ch 
',I ••••• ',t •• '. .' • 

were ~ons1dered 1ntore:~ed 1n %h1s vehicle wero no%1t1ed of the he~1n;. 
• ,....,... •• 'f! • j I " , '. i , 

none ,a.p:pesre~ excop~ the ~1ty or ~$ ~eles:, 'l'~s w1t:ness tolt ;thC-~ 

such. a yeh1clo l'l:1~;t P::Ovo very .o,conom;eal ,an~ so.,t1,st,o.cto;-y tor: )l3e in 
, • .' , ~.'. I 

~"l.tere,1:ty ~d. l... ...... torstc.;te ~a.ssengor trensport.at1?:l. Eo .. ~~.!:e~! 1~ was 3~:

eested. that th,~ City of Lo$ .A.."'lgeles .::hould requ1re ;thtl,t 1lrJ.Y' :lut:o.~:r1Zfl-. " . . . " , " . . . ~ . 
,~,io!l tor .the :tz,e 0'£ artieuleted pnsseng.er s;t,tlges be sa.teguarded W1;th re-

o' , ' '. ", • .'f' 

.3t~~e~i?ns .wAich wo~.d e~t,ecti:ve~y p.r<:>teet ~o~o.l 1l?-:te~es.t~r;'" Th~$e p::-o~ 

'.:V-~.~i,o~s Dore !loS t~llows': No such veb.ic~e .t:1::lj" be opers.:ted in rmy DtU..'"l1 .. 
•• " # .. 

c1pali:ty excep.t upon ;t~ek ro'U,tes o.pprovec:. by the C,ity tor ,the oporll-
. .' . ' .. ... 

,tion ot t~c,ks ',ane. trailors; pi~-up ~c. dis,cho.rge ~r passengers on 
, • I' ..' 

city s.treets s,ho.ulc. ,'be dct1.."'l.1tcly prob.1b1.ted; Jlllloc.d1ng and 'U.."'l1~:le.1ng 
• • " I '. •• oj I '.' 

or ,passengers, 'oo.ggt'\ge> end oth0:' ~e.a.rgo should 'be eonc:uc,ted .o.t ott-
o .. • '; I, ..' • ~ • ~. . • ~ 

3.tree,t .termi.n:..ls locc.tod Vl1th t,he c.ppr~va.l ot ci.ty a:ut!:lor1t1es. 
. . '. , 

" 

Ap,p.J.1cQIlt .he;re1.."'l. P;oOPOS(;)S ,to :use 1n .~b.O,~it1ez, o! Los .. ~,n.gel~s, 

~c:1 ,Bf.I,ker..:S,r.1eld th,o~r e,~stin.g ott:-s,troet .tc.~D.ls I> :lIld no .l,o!ld.!ng . ..., . 

. w.1-ll '.:00 .. perfo;r.t:led on 'the st::-ee,ts ~n .these .cities. A?p11cnnt :lgreo<! ~t 
." .', '.., I . ~ '" ". , " • .. I ~ • _'. 

13 ,p".rtcetly Will1ng to ,coo:pe,ro.te in rmy ,,!,o.y W1th t~" City or ~e 
., .' I .. • • ". • • • '. '. I· '.. ." • 

, . 
o • • I 

Angeles.~ but ,maintained it .:;h0?l:d .'00 ~e,rm1~ted .to o~r8:t" .t¥$ eqU!.pme~t 



'~ove~ "i.t·!J~ert'1iic·ated 'rout';~ and ~s·ho"J.id 'not ~~ 'reo..u~ed ~o operate 
, '.' ,;/ : • ,....... , • _... .... •••• ·0 •• ~ p/ •• ' \ ". '., ,. , • ,.' 

through the c'1 ty in '0. rounda"o'out way eve':' 't:"uek 'routes'. 
...., ,.. ,t , • ... '. ,. I', ,. .., -II' ';.. ;,'. , 

The vehic'le proposed to 'be used iz onev."hich 'b.~s 'not hereto-
:' ',' I' - • ...... •••• • • ~.. ',\'".. .. t' .' t ..' 

fore been operated on the pU'blic h1ghways 'o! this state. .! '8:l 00:0:-

~.. • '". ,...' " "'. • I • , • • ~f •• I • • ,.' .' • 

Vineeci', however, tes.t 'it Wi 11 ~erVe 's. u:::e'rul 'pu-"""P0se 1n traneportat1on 

"~~d . sh~Jld ' be "g1:;en '8. cO:1Plete . trial' and' that 's.ppl1'cant "~hoUld "'be 
: ' ..' ','. 1 ~ flo·. 4, '. . I .' I" .', ...." ,,. II" • ." , 

suthorizedto construct 14' addi t1o:l1l1 'vehicles or this tyPe for 's'e'rv1c( 
. '. . .. . .' . ," . . ...... " 
1nitially 'between LOs Angeles' and Ba:kerstielc." o'ver' the ex1st1."lg /'ce'rt!;-

I ... .J ... • • • _. f ~. 

,. fieste,d'routes', ·provieed'dev:.a.t1o:ris be·mac.e :fi.o'm' SectiOn 2~09 an4 ~e-
f' t ' • • , ' ~ I • ".." • I . ~ • • ... , ~I " 

tion .2~04' o~ Gencral"OrC,er No. 9;-Aonly I.l.s'1'lcre1naftor'port1eUJ.a'rly 

~n~ere.ted. The' following torm 'of "order'iS 'recommend.ed. 

0' R':::> ',ER ......... -----

" 'Under stibmisi1on; 

IT IS s::::E>3BY ORD:e::?ED' 'that tho' Sante Fe' Trc.nsportat10:l. Coinpa."l:

hereby" s~thorizoe.· 'to construct and operate' 15 a...'"-t1eulsted 
I ,~ • , 

''be and'it' is 

: po.;senger ;t~ges I '"us dcto.1led "01 the pla.."'lS' attae'b.6c: to" A~p11cc.t1on No. 
I J I I ' .... , • ..... • 

, 275,5 nne tho omenc.mont thereto, Me. pla.eo· them"·1li sorvico 'on '!t~ 
: ,'; ~.. • , ~ '. ,~ " ... I • 

rogul!lr cortifieD-tee. routes 1::>etwo0n~Los A.."lgolos rind: B!lkorstield." "s'uo-
'II • " 

, .., .-
1. . .A:p~11,e~ .1,$ exe::,.'Pted:t-rom' COtlply1Dg ..... ith tho 

',prov1S.1on~ or Se'ct'1on 2.09 of' General 'order No. 
',9/;-A. (Tr.0.11erz,),: 1nsoro:~ IlSI it '0.1'1'1103 to 'tho 
"v,e"h1cles: ,bercinbe1'ore Cl'Uthor1zod to 'bo' eon-

, st'rueted 'o.nc! 'operated.. 
• '. I •• • , .. ~ .. 

'2. .. Appl1cnnt',s.hc.ll iprovid0 o.ux1'li~l"Y.' e:!lergen:c:r 'doors 
"at the. l'"Csr. lott ,side' 'ot power see't1on 'end 'nt 
,;front ,right of: t:-nil~gsect,'1on, th6~ door .exter:~-

1:lg ,:r~:n, the topwj.n<!ow line' ,to 0., ,'b,ottO? nO,t " 
:n.:'gher th.an the ,S~f.l.t' ,love'l,. Said. door:::, sM.'ll 'b0 

, prov~dcd, v."1th' .,lc.tc~es .. th~t ,en.."':. 'bo :me.n1puio.ted"by 
",p:ns:3cngorz 1n ~ emergency., ,v~t1?- :::,cd ~~.;ght:'Or: .. , 
;'buz~e.~ ,in the dr1ver':s ,comp.srtr::cnt to not1fy'him 
whon 3~id doors ~ro ~latohed. 

'-4-
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4. 

it not . , 

The tra111,ng sec.t1on shall, be ~o equipped. tha.t 1n '-the 
event o! a',s.~parat1on· o.f,tl;e .t~o' ,se~tiont:;.· or;,t~e rup

, ture of th~·~me~gency~a1r.line"tne brakes of the' 
,trailing unit.s~~~ b~ a~~omat1cally applied ~d it 
';W111 be p03s1bl~ to make' e. ~er:v1ce application of; 
power 'brake's 'on forward sec'tion, .ot, su1"t1eient duration 
,to br1ng' ~ueb. section 'ito ;'s.st'op.' . '::;. 

~a1d vehicle sha~l be equipped v~th sests t.or not more 
.. than 40 pas.sengers. ,:' ,.', . 
, .' 
No more passengers ~hall be tra.."l.sported than can 'be 

. .s.ccomtlod.,ated ·in' the> zests provided'. ' :." 
\ , 

The authori~at10n here1n gr&nted'shall ,lapse a.."l.e become void 
I .. :. I..' • j. 

exercised within one -:rear f'ro~ tbe date, he~o:t, unless 1'urtner 
,,'f ,,' • ~ . , '" , 

granted by subsequent ordcr. , 

.. The !oregoing Opinion,o.ndOrder·are ,hereby approved and 
( , ~ 

ord.ered r,iled IlS the Opinion o...",?-d ~or o! the Rsi1ro.o.d COmmission o! 
" , ... , 

The effact1vc date or this order shell 'be twent-:r (20) days 
• +1', " •• ~I ,. • , , .: 


